
 

 

Training Courses – description and topics covered: 

 
Church Care & Maintenance 
This course is suitable for anyone wanting to know more about the care and conservation of their 

church, or who has been tasked with preparing a routine maintenance programme for it. The 

history of church development from the medieval period up until the present day is discussed, in 

order to better understand where the vulnerable areas of the building are. A brief overview of 

common building materials and traditional building techniques are looked at, along with common 

causes of decay and what can be done to reduce their effect on church buildings. The last part of 

the course looks at preparing a regular maintenance schedule and carrying out the tasks associated 

with it. Topics covered include: 

 

 Church development 

 Overview of local building materials 

 Overview of traditional building techniques 

 Why buildings decay 

 The importance of regular maintenance  

 Church inspection (if time and venue permit) 
 

Grants & Funding 
This course will be useful for anyone new to grants & funding who needs to know what is out 

there and how to get it! It looks at the major providers of grants, their application processes and 

requirements. Information on where to go for smaller grants and how to access a freely available 
grant database are also included. Topics covered are: 

     

 Things to consider before making a grant application 

 Eligibility criteria 

 The application process 

 What funders look for in an application 

 Reporting to funders 

 The main sources of funding 

 The GRANTfinder & GRANTnet databases 

 

The Development & Community Use of Church Buildings 
In today’s current economic climate it is difficult to get funding solely for church building repairs. 

Most of the major grant awarding bodies (such as the Heritage Lottery Fund) now require some 

form of community benefit, so it is important to consider how any church projects you are 

planning will be able to meet this requirement. This course is suitable for anyone planning a 

community related project and will look at the things you need to consider such as who you 

should consult, who will be your target audience, how to carry out an options appraisal, legal 

issues and where to go for help and advice. It will cover: 

 

 Community services, facilities & property audits 

 Skills assessment 

 Target audience 

 Local & wider consultations 

 Project sustainability 

 Options appraisal & pilot projects 

 Legal issues 

 Resources 



Faculties, Permissions & Building Contracts 
Apart from regular maintenance, there are very few things you can do to a church or churchyard 

that does not require a faculty (ie. building permission from the Church in Wales). This course 

explains the faculty system and how it works, in addition to other types of “non church” 

permission you may need, such as planning permission. Minor and emergency building works and 

common forms of building contracts are also covered. This course will therefore be useful for 

anyone who is planning to do some work to their church or churchyard and is not familiar with 

the Church in Wales’ faculty system and the other types of building permission that may be 

required. Topics include: 

 

 Understanding the faculty system and why it is required 

 An overview of the faculty forms 

 How to submit a faculty application 

 Other Permissions  

 Minor & emergency works 

 Engaging a building professional 

 An overview of common building contracts 

 

Statements of Significance and Justification 
A Statement of Significance defines what is special about your church. This could be architectural, 

archaeological, historical or liturgical. It helps you to think about the wider context of your 

building and its relationship with the surrounding areas and how any proposed changes to it will 

affect these. Many funders now require a Statement of Significance for grant applications and the 

Church in Wales will need one to accompany a faculty application for any major or sensitive 

works to a church or churchyard (in addition to a  Statement of Justification). This course is 

suitable for anyone who needs to know more about the significance of their church and its place in 

the local community or who has to prepare a Statement of Significance and Justification to 

accompany a faculty application. Topics covered include: 

 

 Assessing significance 

 Researching the history of your church and its surrounding area 

 Defining what is special about your church 

 Writing a Statement of Significance 

 Preparing a Statement of Justification (to accompany a faculty application) 

 Useful resources and websites 
 

Quinquennial Inspections & Reports 
Do you have a quinquennial inspection due soon and are not sure what to expect? If so, then this 

course is for you. It looks at why the inspection scheme is in place, who administers it, what is 

expected of the parish and how to interpret the report and follow up its recommendations. 

Topics include: 

 

 Understanding the quinquennial inspection scheme and why its required 

 The benefits of a regular inspection 

 How to prepare for an inspection 

 The quinquennial inspection itself 

 The quinquennial report and its interpretation 

 What to do after you receive the report 

 Following up the report’s recommendations 


