
Agendum 14 
 

THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CHURCH IN WALES 
 

LITURGICAL REVISION: ALTERNATIVE ORDINAL 
 

PROCEDURAL NOTE 
 

1. In September 2004, the Governing Body authorised the experimental use of a new 
 Alternative Ordinal for a period of up to ten years by means of the following 
 resolution: 
 
  That pursuant to Section 1 of the Canon for experimental use of  
  proposed revisions of the Book of Common Prayer provisionally  
  approved by the Bench of Bishops promulgated on 29 September 1955,  
  the Governing Body hereby assents to the experimental use for a period  
  not exceeding ten years of the form of Ordinal dated 28 July 2004. 
 
2. Since 2004 the Bishops have used the new Ordinal on appropriate occasions and 

now wish to bring forward a Bill to authorise the service on a permanent basis.   As 
this is a liturgical matter, the procedure agreed by the Governing Body for liturgical 
bills will be followed.   The next stage in this procedure is for the Governing Body to 
have an opportunity to discuss the proposed rite.   Consequently the proposed 
Alternative Ordinal is circulated with this note.   The text is as authorised by the 
Governing Body in September 2004 subject to some relatively minor changes 
proposed by the Bench (which are marked in the text) reflecting practice and usage 
over the last nine years. 

 
3. Members of the Governing Body are asked to note two matters concerning the 

discussion which will take place at this meeting of the Governing Body.   The first is that, 
in accordance with the procedure for liturgical bills, Standing Orders will not apply to 
this session.   However, as on similar occasions, the Governing Body will be asked to 
agree that there should still be a five minute time limit for contributions.   Secondly, in 
preparing for this session – and in order to save time at the Governing Body meeting – 
it would help if members would, where possible, give advance notice of points they wish 
to raise.   These should be sent to John Richfield, Church in Wales, 39 Cathedral Road, 
Cardiff CF11 9XF or by e-mail to johnrichfield@churchinwales.org.uk. 

 
4. Following the discussion at this meeting, the Bench will consider any suggestions 

made and then bring recommendations for the final text as part of a Bill to authorise 
the use of the Alternative Ordinal on a permanent basis.   The draft Bill will be 
submitted to the Standing Committee in December 2013 and, if the Committee 
agrees it is in order, it will be circulated to Governing Body members.   It will come 
to the Governing Body for approval in September 2014. 

 
 
+ Barry Cambrensis 
28 August 2013 


