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1. Purpose of the debate 

The objective of this debate at the Governing Body is to open up for discussion a topic of 
considerable interest and importance, and on which Christian theology, teaching and practise can 
contribute insight.  GB members will have the chance to explore some of the issues and arguments 
in a Christian context through the contribution of external speakers, discussion in small groups, and 
in plenary session.  At the end of the debate, the GB will be invited to pass a motion recognising 
the importance of the issue and commending it to further prayer and study.   

In recognition of the sensitivity of the subject, and that there is a range of views held by Christians, 
the Standing Committee has decided that the motion for consideration by the GB should not 
commit the Church in Wales to a particular policy on this issue at this time.   This is therefore 
offered as a ‘take notice’ debate. 

2. Process 

Revd Professor Paul Badham, and Robert Preston of the Living and Dying Well Foundation, have 
been invited to introduce the debate.  Coming from both theological and health perspectives, they 
are acknowledged authorities on the subject and well-known participants in this debate across the 
UK.   

Background papers have been submitted by the 2 external speakers, and circulated to GB members 
in advance.  (They are also available on the Church in Wales’ website.)  Following the opening 
contributions by the external speakers, GB members will have the chance to discuss the issue in 
small groups, with facilitators.  The groups will allow GB members a chance to explore the issues 
further, to ask questions for clarification, and to enrich their understanding by being able to share 
their concerns and opinions with others.  Facilitators include some who are not members of the 
GB, to allow the majority of GB members the chance to participate as fully as possible. 

After the group discussions there will be an opportunity to return to the debate in plenary session.   

The group discussions will be of a totally confidential nature.  Notes will not be taken and there will 
be no process of reporting back.  The only points which will become part of the public record will 
be those made during speeches in the plenary session.  A digest of the debate will be made available 
afterwards. 

3. Support to GB members 

It is hoped that this debate will increase the confidence of both lay and ordained participants to talk 
about the important and sensitive issue of ‘assisted dying’ in appropriate situations and fora.  Space 
will be made available, aside from the GB debate, for participants to reflect quietly or talk in 
confidence with supportive individuals, if anyone has been particularly affected by the issues raised.  
Resources for further reading or contact are also noted in the preparatory booklet. 
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