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Private Members’ Motion 

 

Diocesan Conference: Minimum Age Limit 

 

Background Note 

 

1. The Private Members’ Motion from members of the diocese of St Asaph proposes that the 

minimum age for membership of Diocesan Conferences be reduced from 18 to 16.   The 

Standing Committee has asked that Governing Body members be provided with a note 

about the context and particularly how this proposal relates to other minimum age criteria 

in the Constitution. 

 

2. There are a number of minimum age limits in the Constitution.   These include a minimum 

age of 18 for membership of: 

 

 the Governing Body (Chapter II, Section 6) 

 the Representative Body (Chapter III, Section 7) 

 the Diocesan Conference (Chapter IVA, Section 7) 

 the Deanery Conference (Chapter IVB, Section 5) 

 a Parochial Church Council (Chapter IVC, Section 10) 

 

3. There are also some appointments (e.g. as a member of the Electoral College) where one 

of the qualifications is eligibility to be a member of the Governing Body and thereby over 

18 (Chapter V, Regulation 1).   Similarly members of the Diocesan Parsonage Board must 

be qualified to be members of the Diocesan Conference (Chapter IVA, Section 27(1)).   

Churchwardens are also required to be over 18 (Chapter IVC, Section 13). 

 

4. The minimum age for being entered on the Electoral Roll is 16 (Chapter IVC, Section 4(2). 

 

5. The powers and duties of the Diocesan Conference include electing diocesan 

representatives to serve on the Governing Body, the Representative Body and the 

Electoral College (Chapter IVA, Sections 16 and 17).   So if the minimum age limit for the 

Diocesan Conference were reduced some members would be voting to elect members of 

bodies for which they were not themselves eligible. 

 

6. The Diocesan Conference’s powers and duties also include certain powers relating to the 

Deanery Conference, a Parochial Church Council and parishes particularly in the following 

sections of Chapter IVA: 

 20. 

 

 (1)     The Conference, or its Standing Committee if so empowered by the Conference, 

shall have power to require any Parish, Grouped Parishes, district or area to contribute 

towards the actual and/or anticipated expenditure of the diocese and in the exercise of 

such power shall consider any representations made to it. 

 

21. 

 

 (1)     Subject to the provisions of the Governing Body Regulations relating to the 

Deanery Conference, the Conference may control the management of the affairs of a 

Deanery Conference. 

 



(2)     The Conference shall have power to control, alter, repeal, or supersede any rule 

or regulation made by a Deanery Conference, a Vestry Meeting, and a Parochial Church 

Council, so far as may be necessary (as to which, the decision of the Conference shall 

be final) to provide against the admission of any principle inexpedient for the common 

interest of the Church in Wales in the Diocese. 

 

7. The Diocesan Conference thus has powers in relation to bodies (the Deanery Conference 

and PCCs) with a minimum age limit of 18.   In this context it should be noted that in 

Wales PCC members have to be at least 18 because they are Trustees and thus jointly and 

severally liable for their actions.   A person under 18 cannot be party to a contract that 

does not benefit them personally.   Consequently the minimum age limit for PCCs cannot 

be reduced by the Church in Wales.   A decision to lower the age for Diocesan 

Conference members would mean someone ineligible for PCC membership could be a 

voting member of a body with powers to take actions which could affect PCCs. 

 

8. A consequential effect of the change proposed would also be to reduce the minimum age 

for membership of the Diocesan Parsonage Board to 16 (para 3 above). 

 

 

 

 

John Shirley, Provincial Secretary 

Lynette Chandler, Head of Legal Services 
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