
SYMPOSIUM PROFILES 

 

Professor Scott Newton 

Scott Newton was educated at King Edward's School, Birmingham, and 

won a scholarship to Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, in 1974.  He 

graduated with a double first in History, and went on to take his doctorate 

at Birmingham University. After lecturing at Worcester College of Higher 

Education (now University of Worcester) and at Birmingham University, in 

January 1984 he moved to what was then University College Cardiff, as 

Lecturer in Modern British and International History.  He  became 

Professor of Modern British and International History, in the School of History, Archeology and 

Religion of Cardiff University, in 2011. 

Scott teaches and research in the fields of 20th century British economic history, policy, socio-

economic change and international relations.  His teaching particularly reflects his continuing 

research interest in Britain and European Integration, and Britain’s relationship with the global 

economy, since the 1940s.   

He is the author of Profits of Peace: the political economy of Anglo-German appeasement (OUP 

1996); and The Global Economy 1944-2000 (Arnold 2004).  He is currently working on The 

Reinvention of Britain since 1960, to be published by Pearson. 

Scott is a member of the Royal Historical Society, the Economic History Society, and the History and 

Policy Network.  He is founder and convenor of the Cardiff University Keynes Seminar, which invites 

influential figures from academia, journalism and politics to discuss contemporary political and 

economic history before Cardiff audiences comprising academics, members of the Welsh 

Government, and the wider political and business community. 

 

 

 

Dr Meirion Morgan 

Meirion Morgan was born and grew up in the Cynon Valley (Aberdare) and 

attended both primary and secondary school there.  After leaving school, he 

read Mathematics at Cardiff University, graduating in 1991, after which he 

worked for over 2 years in a small software company creating software for 

maritime simulation based in Pontyclun.  

In 1994, he moved to Oxford to read for a DPhil in Mathematics.  In 1998 he 

started his career in the City, first in a financial software company (Lombard 



Risk Systems) and then UBS and Rabobank.  His specialism lay in the mathematical modelling of 

Credit Derivatives. 

He left mainstream employment in late 2005 and, in conjunction with several others, formed a 

structured finance company over 2006 and early 2007.  From late 2007 he has operated on a 

freelance basis and has provided consultancy to London Clearing House, RBS and, late in 2011, 

Lloyds Banking Group.  At RBS he worked alongside the 'bad bank' team on the valuation of 'toxic' 

assets; at Lloyds Banking Group, he assisted in the implementation of the latest round of banking 

regulation, known as Basel III. 

Outside of the City, Meirion helped establish a niche company producing software that has nothing 

whatsoever to do with finance; and since moving to Cardiff during 2011, he is engaging with local 

entrepreneurs with the aim of establishing business in the area.  

Meirion is a keen musician:  as well as studying playing piano and flute to a high level, during his 

time at Oxford he sang baritone in Jesus College choir. 

 

 

 

Dr Eve Poole 

Eve’s first degree was in Theology from the University of Durham.  She started 

her career with the Church Commissioners, before gaining an MBA from the 

University of Edinburgh, for which she won the Association of MBA’s Student of 

the Year Award.  She then worked for Deloitte Consulting, where she specialised 

in change management, particularly in the financial services industry.  

Eve joined Ashridge Business School from Deloitte in 2002.  Now an Ashridge 

Associate, she teaches across a range of programmes covering the public, private and voluntary 

sectors, specialising in leadership, learning, emotional intelligence and ethics.  She designed the 

Ashridge Leadership Experience and continues her research into accelerated learning.  

Eve studied part-time for her PhD, in which she investigated the relationship between Christianity 

and capitalism, graduating from Cambridge University in 2010.   

Eve was a co-founder of the Foundation for Workplace Spirituality, is a Trustee of the Foundation for 

Church Leadership, and Deputy Chair of the Christian Association of Business Executives.  She has 

written two books (Ethical Leadership:  Global Challenges and Perspectives, with Carla Millar, 

Macmilllan 2011; and The Church on Captialism:  Theology and the Market, Macmillan 2010) and 

maintains a lively blog at ‘Eve’s Commonplace’:  http://evepoole.livejournal.com/ 

 

http://evepoole.livejournal.com/


 

 Jonathan Price 

 

Jonathan Price was born and brought up in Newport, where he attended 

Duffryn Comprehensive School, going on to study Economics and 

Philosophy at Bristol University.  He took an MSc in Economics at Cardiff 

University, followed by an MA in Philosophy at Birmingham University. 

 

Having begun his working life as a hospital porter at the Royal Gwent 

Hospital, Newport, Jonathan became a teacher at Solihull Sixth Form 

College, before working for the Government Economic Service, with Ofwat, 

in Birmingham.  He was next appointed as Economic Adviser with the Office for National Statistics, at 

Newport, as Head of Corporate Services Price Index.  He then became Economic Adviser to the 

Welsh Office, and then the Welsh Government, where he became Head of the Economic Research 

Unit, and has been Chief Economist for the Welsh Government since 2006. 

 

Jonathan lives in Caerleon with his wife and two children.  He enjoys travel, film, and recreational 

running. 

 

 

 

 

 Rt Hon Rhodri Morgan 

Born in Cardiff, Hywel Rhodri Morgan was educated at Whitchurch   

Grammar School, before going to St John's College, Oxford, where he 

read PPE.  He then took an MA in Government at Harvard University. 

Before entering politics, Rhodri worked as an Industrial Development 

Officer for South Glamorgan County Council from 1974 to 1980, then serving as Head of the 

European Community's office in Wales from 1980 to 1987. 

Rhodri was elected as MP or Cardiff West in 1987, and from 1988 to 1994 was a Shadow 

Environment Spokesman.  He was Opposition Front Bench Spokesman on Energy (1988–92), 

Chairman of the House of Commons Select Committee on Public Administration (1997–1999), and 

Opposition Front Bench Spokesman on Welsh Affairs (1992–1997).  Following the devolution 

referendum, he was elected to the Senedd as AM for Cardiff West in 1999, standing down from the 

House of Commons at the 2001 General Election.  He became Minister for Economic Development 

and European Affairs in the first Welsh Assembly Government from 1999 to 2000, and was elected 

to the position of ‘First Secretary’ in February 2000, becoming First Minister in October of that year.   
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Rhodri Morgan, the first to hold the title, has been the longest-serving First Minister of Wales, 

holding the position through 3 governments, 2 elections and a series of coalitions.  He retired from 

the post in December 2009, but was then elected Chair of the Assembly’s European and External 

Affairs Committee, also serving on Constitutional Affairs and Legislation Committees.  He stood 

down from the Assembly at the 2011 election. 

Since leaving politics, Rhodri has continued to hold honorary academic positions at Cardiff and 

Swansea Universities, and is a regular contributor to Wales Online – on topics both personal and 

political.  Rhodri is married to former Labour MP for Cardiff North, Julie Morgan.   
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