
CHURCH IN WALES BISHOPS’ SYMPOSIUM 2012 

CRISIS?  WHAT CRISIS? 

 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So 
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, 
‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in 
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not 
regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to 
pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, 
said, ‘Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the 
coin used for the tax.’ And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to 
them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’  They answered, ‘The 

emperor’s.’ Then he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.’ (Matthew 22:15-22, New Revised Standard Version)

 

 

An extract from the RULE OF ST BENEDICT, CHAPTER 31 
Of the cellarer of the monastery:  Let him care with special solicitude for 
the sick, the young, the guests, and the poor, knowing without doubt that 
he will have to render an account of all these on the day of judgment. Let 
him look upon all the vessels and goods of the monastery as though they 
were the consecrated vessels of the altar. He is not to consider anything 
negligible. Let him not be covetous, or wasteful, or a squanderer of the 
goods of the monastery. He should do all things in moderation and 
according to the bidding of his Abbot. 
(http://www.ewtn.com/library/PRIESTS/BENRULE.HTM#31 – Cellarer) 

 
We pray for all those in positions of power, that they may govern with wisdom and integrity, serving the needs of 
their people. 
 

May your reign come; Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the Church, the sign of your reign, 
that it may extend your welcome to people of 
every race and background. 
 

May your kingdom come; Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for Christians of every denomination, 
that together we may come to understand the 
royal priesthood you bestowed on us in baptism. 
 

May your dominion come; Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those whose commitment to truth 
brings them into conflict with earthly powers, 
that they may have the courage to endure. 
 

May your rule come; Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for this community of faith, that attentive to your word we may always worship in spirit and in truth. 
 

May your reign come; Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Loving God, you have taught us that the power of the heart is greater than the power of wealth and might. 
Hear us as we pray for the fulfilment of your reign. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our King;  
to him be glory and power for ever. 
(Church of England Common Worship, Times and Seasons:  All Saints to Advent, p588) 


