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THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CHURCH IN WALES 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD IN LAMPETER 
 

 ON 17 AND 18 SEPTEMBER 2014 
 
 

An Ordinary Meeting of the Governing Body of the Church in Wales was held at University of 
Wales, Trinity Saint David, Lampeter on Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 September 2014. 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
The President, the Archbishop of Wales, was in the Chair for the start of the meeting. 

______________________________________________ 
 
 

14/22 Prayers and Bible Study 
 
 Mr Siôn Rhys Evans, Diocesan Secretary of Bangor diocese, (non member)  

led a Bible Study and Prayers. 
 
 

14/23 President�s Mandate 
 
 In accordance with Section 16.2 of the Regulations to Chapter II of the Constitution, 
 the Lay Secretary certified the due execution of the President�s Mandate. 
 
 
14/24  Minutes 
 
 The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Governing Body held on 23 and 24 April 
 2014 were confirmed and signed. 
 
 
14/25 Matters Arising 
 
 There were no matters arising.  
 
 
14/26  Representatives of Cytûn and Other Churches 
   
 The President welcomed those attending the meeting to represent Cytûn and other 

churches: 
 
 Cytûn:     Mrs Rhian Linecar 
 
 The Methodist Church:  The Reverend Dr Stephen Wigley 
 

The United Reformed Church: The Reverend Sally Thomas 
 

The Union of Welsh Independents: The Reverend Dr R Alun Evans 
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The Church of Ireland: The Reverend Gillian Wharton, Rector of 
Booterstown and Carysfort with Mount 
Merrion, Diocese of Dublin. 

 
 
14/27 Consent for non-members to speak 
  
 Noting that a number of non-Governing Body members would be involved in presentations, 

the Governing Body gave its consent for non-members to speak during the meeting. 
  
 
14/28 In Memoriam 
 
 The Governing Body stood in memory of the Right Reverend Cledan Mears, Bishop 

of Bangor from 1982 to 1992, who had died since the last meeting. 
 
 
14/29 The President�s Address and the Code of Practice following the Canon to 

Enable Women to be Consecrated as Bishops 
 
 The President addressed the Governing Body and in the course of his address 

introduced the Code of Practice that the Governing Body had requested the Bench 
of Bishops to produce in the Canon promulgated in September 2013.    

 
______________________________________________ 

 
Mr Paul Bennett was appointed as the Assessor. 

______________________________________________ 
 

The President vacated the Chair which was taken by Dr Gill Todd. 
______________________________________________ 

 
 
14/30 Report of the Standing Committee  
 
 His Honour Philip Price QC, Chair of the Standing Committee, presented the Report 

of the Standing Committee and proposed the following recommendations which 
were seconded by the Reverend Canon Steven Kirk (the first recommendation) and 
Mrs Helen Biggin (the remaining recommendations): 

 
 Constitutional Amendments 
 

 That section 7 (2) and section 14 of Chapter V of the Constitution be 
amended in the form of the draft set out in Appendix 2 of this Report. 

 
 The resolution was passed unanimously. 
 

[The amendments are appended to these minutes at Appendix 1] 
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The Porvoo Declaration 
 
  That the Governing Body: 
 

(i) welcome the unanimous decision of the Primates of the Porvoo 
Communion at their meeting in Reykjavik, Iceland, on 22 October 2013, 
to accept the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church Abroad and the 
Lutheran Church in Great Britain as full members of the Communion, 
and 

 
(ii) request that a Bill be brought forward to amend the Canon to Implement 

the Porvoo Declaration (Second Schedule) to include the Latvian 
Evangelical  Lutheran Church Abroad and the Lutheran Church in Great 
Britain. 

 
The resolution was passed with one abstention. 

 
Representation on the Council of the National Society 

 
That the Bishop with responsibility for education (currently the Assistant 
Bishop of Llandaff) and the Provincial Education Officer (currently the 
Reverend Canon Edwin Counsell) be appointed as members of the Council of 
the National Society. 
 

The resolution was passed unanimously. 
  

Approval of the Report 
 

  That the Report of the Standing Committee be approved. 
 
 The resolution was passed unanimously. 
 
 
14/31 2020 Vision Report 
 
 Mrs Helen Biggin, Chair of the Implementation Group, introduced a short film about 

the 2020 Vision process in dioceses. She then gave a progress report on the work of 
the Implementation Group and members were given the opportunity to ask 
questions. 

 
__________________________________________ 

 
Dr Todd vacated the Chair which was taken by Mrs Lis Perkins. 

__________________________________________ 
 



 4

14/32  Report of the Representative Body 
 
 Mr James Turner, Chair of the Representative Body, and Mr Paul Marshall, Deputy 

Chair of the Representative Body, introduced: 
 

the Report and Financial Statements of the Representative Body  
for the year ended 31 December 2013; 
the Common Investment Fund Accounts for the year ended  
31 December 2013; 
the Minutes of the Meetings of the Representative Body held on  
20 November 2013, 6 March and 12 June 2014. 

 
 Mr James Turner proposed and Mr Paul Marshall seconded the motion: 
 
  That the Report of the Representative Body be approved.   
 
 The resolution was passed unanimously. 
 
 
14/33 Membership and Finance Report  
 

The Bishop of Bangor proposed and Mr James Turner seconded the motion: 
 
  That the Governing Body do take note of this Report. 
 
 The resolution was passed unanimously. 
 
 
14/34 Private Members Motion 
 

The Bishop of St Asaph proposed and the Venerable Dr Peter Pike, Archdeacon of 
Montgomery, seconded the following motion: 

 
That the Governing Body, while it opposes all killing and persecution, in 
particular: 

 
(i) express its profound dismay at the deaths of very many hundreds of 

innocent Palestinians, including more than 400 children, in Gaza, and 
the expulsion of the entire Christian population of Mosul, Iraq, over 
the summer; 

 
(ii) affirm our solidarity in Christ with all our Christian sisters and 

brothers in the Middle East who face danger or persecution, and 
indeed with all who suffer in many different situations; 

 
(iii) call upon Israel as a democratic state to find ways to end any threats 

to its security without the killing of innocents in the future; 
 
(iv) direct its Standing Committee in conjunction with the Church in 

Wales International Group to find practical ways to express and 
promote these sentiments with those in positions of power and 
political responsibility. 
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Dr Brian Willott proposed and the Venerable Dr Will Strange, Archdeacon of 
Cardigan, seconded the following amendment: 
 

That an additional sub-paragraph be added (to follow (iii)): 
 

�(iv) call upon spiritual leaders of Islam to confirm their support for 
communities of different religions to live together peacefully;� 

 
and to consequentially re-number existing sub-paragraph (iv) as (v). 

 
The amendment was carried with 2 against and 5 abstentions. 

 
The amended motion was then passed in the following form with 5 abstentions. 

 
That the Governing Body, while it opposes all killing and persecution, in 
particular: 

 
(i) express its profound dismay at the deaths of very many hundreds of 

innocent Palestinians, including more than 400 children, in Gaza, and 
the expulsion of the entire Christian population of Mosul, Iraq, over 
the summer; 

 
(ii) affirm our solidarity in Christ with all our Christian sisters and 

brothers in the Middle East who face danger or persecution, and 
indeed with all who suffer in many different situations; 

 
(iii) call upon Israel as a democratic state to find ways to end any threats 

to its security without the killing of innocents in the future; 
 
(iv) call upon spiritual leaders of Islam to confirm their support for 

communities of different religions to live together peacefully; 
 
(v) direct its Standing Committee in conjunction with the Church in 

Wales International Group to find practical ways to express and 
promote these sentiments with those in positions of power and 
political responsibility. 

 
 
14/35 Question Time 

 
 There were no questions.  

 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 
Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned until the following day. 
 

__________________________________________________ 
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The Meeting of the Governing Body resumed on Thursday, 18 September 2014. 
 
 
Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
 
 There was a celebration of the Holy Eucharist. 
 

________________________________________________ 
 

The Reverend Canon Steven Kirk was appointed as the Assessor. 
________________________________________________ 

 
The Chair was taken by Mrs Helen Biggin. 

________________________________________________ 
 
 
14/36 Ministry Report 
 

The Bishop of Monmouth proposed and the Archbishop seconded the following 
motion: 

 
  That the Governing Body note and welcome: 
 

(i) the Provincial Review on ministerial  training and the following 
consultation process which has led the Bench of Bishops to agree to 
create a new All Wales Training Institute which will meet the training 
needs of the future; 

 
(ii) the recognition by the Bench of Bishops, in the context of 2020 Vision, 

of the importance of developing lay and ordained ministries to support 
the new Ministry Areas and to provide appropriate discernment 
processes and training. 

 
 The resolution was passed with 5 abstentions.  
 
 
14/37 Ministry to People with Additional Needs � 

Presentation and Discussion in Groups 
 
 The Venerable Christopher Smith, Archdeacon of Morgannwg, and the Reverend 

John Gillibrand (non members), made a presentation to the Governing Body entitled 
�A Journey from Welcome to Inclusion�, reflecting the work of the Working Group 
on Ministry and People with Disabilities and Additional Needs. 

  
The Governing Body then divided into ten discussion groups to consider and 
respond to questions set out in the Working Group�s Report. 
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14/38 Same Sex Relationships � Report from Discussion Groups 
 

 The Archbishop introduced a report following the group discussions at the 
Governing Body in April 2014 on same sex relationships.  

 
Governing Body members were given the opportunity to ask questions. 

 
 

14/39 Bill to Incorporate into the Book of Common Prayer an Alternative Ordinal   
 
 The Chair advised the Governing Body that, in accordance with Bill Procedure, the 

Bill had been deemed to be �non-controversial� by the Select Committee and the 
Standing Committee.  It would therefore only be debated if one Diocesan Bishop or 
ten other members of the Governing Body so requested.  None did so. 

 
 Accordingly the Bishop of St Asaph proposed and the Archbishop seconded the 

motion: 
 
  That the Bill be passed. 
 
 The votes of each Order on the Bill were taken separately. The Bill was passed, 

unanimously by the Order of Bishops, and with one abstention in each of the Orders 
of Clergy and Laity. 

 
 In accordance with the Constitution, the Bill to Incorporate into the Book of 

Common Prayer an Alternative Ordinal was promulgated by the President as a 
Canon of the Church in Wales. 

 
[The Canon as approved is appended to these minutes at Appendix 2] 

 
 
14/40 Private Members Motion  
 

The Venerable Dr Peter Pike, Archdeacon of Montgomery, proposed and 
Dr Huw Lloyd seconded the motion: 
 

That the age limit for membership of the Diocesan Conferences in Section 7 
Chapter IVA of the Constitution of the Church in Wales be amended to the 
age of sixteen.   

 
The resolution was passed with 12 against and 3 abstentions. 

 
______________________________________________ 

 
Mrs Helen Biggin vacated the Chair which was resumed by the President. 

______________________________________________ 
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14/41  Report of University of Wales, Trinity Saint David 
  

Professor D Densil Morgan, Professor of Theology, (non member) presented the 
Report of University of Wales, Trinity Saint David. 

 
The Bishop of St Davids proposed and the Chair seconded the motion: 

 
  That the Report of University of Wales, Trinity Saint David be received. 
 
 The resolution was passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
14/42 The Widows, Orphans and Dependants Society 
 
 The Venerable Robert Williams, Archdeacon of Gower and a member of the 

Widows, Orphans and Dependants Society, proposed the following motion which 
was seconded from the Chair: 

 
  That the Governing Body do take note of this Report. 
 
 The resolution was passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
14/43 The Overseas Mission Fund  
 

The President proposed and the Bishop of Swansea & Brecon seconded the 
following motion: 

 
  That the Governing Body do take note of this report. 
 

The resolution was passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
14/44 Date and Place of Next Meeting 
 
 The next Ordinary Meeting of the Governing Body would be held on 15 and 16 April 2015  
 at the Metropole Hotel, Llandrindod Wells. 
 
 
 
This concluded the business of the Meeting and the Archbishop gave the Blessing. 



Appendix 1 
 

Chapter V - The Archbishop and the Diocesan Bishops  
 
(1) The election of the Archbishop shall be by an Archbishop�s Electoral College. 
 
(2) The Archbishop�s Electoral College shall consist of: 

 (a) the Bishops; and 

 (b) the first three clerical and the first three lay Episcopal Electors on the list 
of each Diocese in the Church in Wales. 

 
(3) The senior Diocesan Bishop, if willing to act or, in his absence or unwillingness 
to act, the Diocesan Bishop next in order of precedence present and willing to act, 
shall be the President of the College (�the President�). 
 

6. 
 
 Subject to the provisions of the Constitution, the Archbishop�s Electoral College 
shall make its own rules as to the method and manner of voting for and electing the 
Archbishop.  
 

7. 
 
(1) In the case of the Archbishop�s incapacity or absence from the British Isles: 

 (a) the senior Diocesan Bishop willing to act and capable of acting and not 
then absent from the British Isles, as long as the Archbishop remains 
incapacitated or absent from the British Isles, shall be the guardian of the 
spiritualities of any vacant see, and shall have and exercise all the other
rights of the Archbishop; 

 (b) if such Bishop during such period dies or becomes incapable of acting or 
is absent from the British Isles for a period exceeding three consecutive 
days, his place for the purpose of this section thenceforth or as long as he 
remains incapacitated or absent from the British Isles, shall be taken by 
the Diocesan Bishop next in order of precedence and qualified as 
aforesaid. 

 
(2) If at any time it appears to the Bench of Bishops, upon such evidence as they 
may deem sufficient, that the Archbishop is incapacitated by infirmity from the due 
performance of his duties as Archbishop, they may report the fact to the Supreme 
Court, and if, upon due enquiry and such evidence as the Court may deem sufficient 
and after giving the Archbishop an opportunity of being heard, the Court shall by 
judgment pronounce him to be incapacitated as aforesaid, the judgment shall have 
the same effect and the same proceedings shall thereupon be taken as if he had 
resigned his office upon the day judgment was pronounced and the Court shall send 
a minute of the judgment to each Diocesan Bishop, provided always that, before 
pronouncing judgment, the Court shall be satisfied that adequate maintenance has 
been or will forthwith be secured to such Archbishop by the Representative Body. 
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Chapter V - The Archbishop and the Diocesan Bishops  

 
11. 

 
 Subject to the Constitution, the Bishop�s Electoral College shall make rules as 
to the method and manner of voting for and electing a Bishop.
 

12. 
 
(1) A Bishop may resign his see by notice of his intention to do so in writing to the 
Archbishop, who shall thereupon instruct the Secretaries of the Governing Body to 
give notice in writing of such resignation to each Diocesan Bishop, to the Chairman 
of the Standing Committee and to the Chairman of the Representative Body, and to 
each Episcopal Elector. 
 
(2) The Archbishop may resign his see by notice of his intention to do so in writing 
to the senior Diocesan Bishop, who shall thereupon become President of the 
Bishop�s Electoral College and shall instruct the Secretaries of the Governing Body 
to give notice in writing of such resignation as in subsection 12(1). 
 

13. 
 
 On the creation of a new diocese the Governing Body shall make such 
provision as it thinks expedient for the purpose of securing the election of Bishops in 
accordance with the principles of this Chapter. 
 

14. 
 
 If at any time it appears to the Bench of Bishops, upon such evidence as they 
may deem sufficient, that any Bishop is incapacitated by infirmity from the due 
performance of his duties as such Bishop, they may report the fact to the Special 
Provincial Court, and if upon due enquiry and such evidence as the Court may deem 
sufficient and after giving the Bishop an opportunity of being heard, the Court shall 
by judgment pronounce him to be incapacitated as aforesaid, the judgment shall 
have the same effect and the same proceedings shall thereupon be taken as if he 
had resigned his office upon the day judgment was pronounced and the Court shall 
send a minute of the judgment to each Diocesan Bishop, provided always that, 
before pronouncing judgment, the Court shall be satisfied that adequate 
maintenance has been or will forthwith be provided for such Bishop by the 
Representative Body.  Repealed 



Appendix 2 
 

TO INCORPORATE INTO THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 
AN ALTERNATIVE ORDINAL 

 
(Promulgated on 18th September 2014) 

 
 WHEREAS under the provisions of Chapter II of the Constitution of the Church in 

Wales the Governing Body has power to make new articles, doctrinal statements, rites, 

ceremonies and formularies and to alter those from time to time existing. 

 

 AND WHEREAS it is expedient that the Alternative Ordinal hereinafter set out shall 

be adopted and authorised for use in the Church in Wales. 

 

BE IT HEREBY ENACTED as follows: 

1. The Alternative Ordinal as set out in the Schedule to this Canon is authorised for use 

in the Church in Wales and shall become part of the Book of Common Prayer which shall 

be amended accordingly. 

2. All mention of and reference to the Book of Common Prayer in the Constitution of 

the Church in Wales and any rule, regulation, canon, enactment, deed or other document 

relating to the Church in Wales shall be construed to refer to such Book as amended by 

this Canon. 

3. The Ordinal set out in the Schedule to this Canon shall be printed and published for 

use in the Church in Wales. 

4. The Canon shall come into force immediately. 

5. The Canon shall be known as The Book of Common Prayer (Amendment) Canon 2014. 

 

THE SCHEDULE ABOVE REFERRED TO 

Published separately 


