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Witnessing to Good News in Wales and 2020

The essential vision behind the Church in Wales review of 2012 was that 
Church can be the bearer of good news to the world. This has been 
evidenced in the way dioceses have set new and exciting directions for 
their ministry and mission. We have seen the church respond to human 
need by loving service (eg food banks), reforming parochial structures into
Ministry Areas, the provision of new resources such as Living and Learning
and Seven Sacred Spaces which invite disciples to think about their 
ministry and call. Above all perhaps we have longed for a renewed sense 
of God in all we do so that we might become and remain the prayerful 
heart of the community.

The emphasis of nurturing disciples has been one of the most hopeful 
signs of a church energized and re-engaged in the work of God. But there 
has been a missing ingredient perhaps. The word 'new' – new disciples, 
those who have come to see and believe the good news. It's not that the 
work of evangelism is not or has not been occurring, it’s more that the 
challenge of 2020 invites a fresh consideration of the area.

The Church of England and the Roman Catholic Church have already 
responded to the way society has changed so rapidly in a decade and with
the end of Christendom. Two years ago an Archbishop of Canterbury's 
Commission began to think through this matter in a careful and hopeful 
way. The working group identified 7 disciplines which are foundational to 
the work of good evangelism:

1. Prayerful discernment
2. Commending Faith
3. Sowing Seed
4. Learning and sharing hope
5. Growing a community
6. Planting new communities
7. Patterning Jesus

Some questions for Group discussion

-In what ways does 2020 vision encourage a fresh engagement with the 
word and practice of evangelism?
-What makes for good evangelism or outreach?
-How do words and acts of grace work together in out witness to the 
gospel?
-Why is evangelism, both as a word and idea, threatening to many of us?
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