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Age Limit Motion: Explanatory Note

At its meeting in October 2014, the Diocesan Conference of St Davids 
diocese received a motion proposed by the Deanery of Lampeter and Ultra
Aeron to lift the age limits on office-holders. This motion originated in the 
concern of many small rural parishes that numbers of people quite 
capable of fulfilling the duties of, say, churchwarden, were being 
prevented from doing so by the age limit of 75.

When the motion from the Deanery was brought to Diocesan Conference 
an amended version was proposed, as drafted by the Diocesan Registrar. 
This amended version retained the substance of the Deanery motion, but 
included a more significant reference to the legal context. 

The Diocesan Conference debate on the motion was lively. Some members
put forward the argument, which has also been proposed in GB debates 
on this issue, that the age limit serves to prevent individuals hanging on 
to office and allows new people to assume responsibility in parishes. When
it came to a vote, however, Conference made clear that it accepted the 
force of the argument that 75 is an arbitrary limit which does more harm 
than good by removing a number of competent candidates from holding 
office in parishes.

The amended motion is the one now being presented for GB’s 
consideration. GB members will note that it does not call for an immediate
decision on age limits, but for an ‘an extensive review of the impact of the
Equality Act 2010 on age restrictions . . . with a view to achieving, in so far
as practicable and lawful, the repeal of all such age related restrictions’. 
GB members may take the view that this call has been met by the 
appointment of the Standing Committee Working Group on age limits.  If 
so, then by passing this resolution GB will not only be recognising the 
concerns of a Diocesan Conference, but will also be also endorsing the 
work of that Working Group.
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