
Climate Change: Possible Actions on Property and Travel 

 

Doing more to help parishes reduce carbon emissions from church buildings and 

from travel 

 

The following table summarises the wide range of potential action that could be taken. Some 

actions are much more ambitious than others, and would require commensurately greater 

resources in terms of the staff-time and finances to get them going.  Alex Glanville, Head of 

Property Services at the Representative Body will be assessing the advantages and disadvantages 

of the options and it would be particularly helpful if in responding to this discussion document, 

Dioceses and Ministry Areas could indicate how ambitious they would like to be in this area, 

and which of the potential actions below they would like to support in practice. 

 

 

Action Area Possible Actions 

Information and Advice Clearer resources to help parishes take action 

e.g http://www.churchcare.co.uk/shrinking-the-

footprint/ways-to-take-action 

 

Develop a Church in Wales Climate Week to 

focus discussion and action including 

promotion of opportunities and good practice 

 

Appoint Environmental Officer/s: Would need 

to consider whether on Provincial or 

Diocesan basis and whether volunteer or paid 
Funding would need to be considered. 

 

Sharing good practice and case studies through 

the website 

 

Audit and Benchmarking Provide an on-line energy audit checklist 

  

Establish benchmarking scheme across 

Diocese/province to help provide framework 

for action see 

http://www.london.anglican.org/kb/energy-

saving-benchmarking/ 

 

Commercial Energy Performance Certificate 

may provide a framework for action (though 

not required by law).  The cost could be 

£200-£1000 per church. 

 

Commission property specific energy audits 

across the Province (possibly linked to energy 

http://www.churchcare.co.uk/shrinking-the-footprint/ways-to-take-action
http://www.churchcare.co.uk/shrinking-the-footprint/ways-to-take-action
http://www.london.anglican.org/kb/energy-saving-benchmarking/
http://www.london.anglican.org/kb/energy-saving-benchmarking/


purchasing advice) possibly via grant aid (EU?). 

Physical Changes to Buildings Develop a clear RB policy regarding changes 

to buildings to tackle climate change 

 

Develop guidance to Diocesan Advisory 

Committees (DACs)i in association with Cadw 

to help advise on energy related projects 

 

Include an Environmental Advisor as required 

specialist on DACs 

 

Building audits and checklists to help identify 

possible opportunities for energy saving 

measures 

 

Case studies of effective projects to improve 

energy efficiency 

 

Renewable Energy Generation Guidance on PV and Renewable energy 

options for churches and church halls 

 

Provincial grant for feasibility studies 

 

National contract for provision of equipment 

on church buildings 

 

Explore micro wind and solar generation 

possibilities on glebe estate and other land 

 

Energy Purchasing www.parishbuying.co.uk provides centrally 

negotiated energy deals including green 

energy.  Better promotion to parishes? 

 

Seek new national partner to focus on Church 

in Wales parishes to establish energy basket 

for green energy purchasing 
 

Centralised management of energy purchasing 

to improve value, reduce parish administration 

and focus on green energy. 

 

Travel Encourage car-sharing wherever possible.  

 

Encourage use of public transport where 

available.  

 

http://www.parishbuying.co.uk/


Encourage walking and cycling to church and 

all church related meetings. 

 

Provide secure cycle parking.  

Promote the huge health and environmental 

benefits of such action.  

 

Ensure clergy loans and grants are available for 

the purchase of bicycles including electric 

bicycles as alternatives to car loans.  

 

Incentives to chose greener car options. 

 

Environmental performance of company cars 

to be a key factor in purchasing decisions 

 

Directions to offices to feature car options 

last 

 

Facilities for virtual meetings.  Location of 

meetings to include public transport links 

where possible. 

 

 

 

 
                                            
i Some concern has been expressed that it may be difficult to obtain a faculty for works to buildings that address 

climate change issues.  The faculty process seeks to balance the needs of the church with the needs of the 

conservation of heritage through the advice of the Diocesan Advisory Committees and consultation with statutory 

consultees.  Conservation policy increasingly reflects the importance of appropriate measures in listed buildings to 

address climate change and there are now numerous examples of good practice.  It is believed that the perception 

that faculty would be a bar on progress in this area is not well founded in reality but provision of information and 

case studies will facilitate decision making.  The issues will also be discussed with DAC’s to develop understanding.  


