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PARTICIPATION IN THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS

1. Context

This year will see 3 opportunities to participate in the democratic process 
at national level in Wales:  elections to the Welsh Assembly, elections for 
Police and Crime Commissioners, and the Referendum on the UK’s 
Membership of the European Union.  The Welsh Assembly elections and 
elections for Police and Crime Commissioners will take place on May 5; the
EU Referendum will be held on June 23.

2. The Role of the Church

As for the General Election in 2015, briefing materials for the Assembly 
Elections have been produced and are available via the Church in Wales’ 
website.  These have been produced in conjunction with Cytûn, and in 
addition to briefing papers, there are 2 videos, tips on running hustings 
(including a facility for advertising hustings), and advice on voter 
registration.  

Briefing papers cover the topics of education, the environment, farming 
and rural life, health and social care, housing, poverty, and immigration.  
They include key facts and points for consideration, as well as questions to
raise with candidates.  The 2 videos (made by the Salvation Army Video 
Production Unit) feature one urban and one rural case study, followed by 
interviews on the subjects raised with Ministers and spokespeople from all 
parties currently in the Assembly.  (The urban video features the Salvation
Army hostel Tŷ
Gobaith; the rural case study features Revd Canon Eileen Davies, Rural 
Life Adviser for St Davids Diocese.)  All the materials, including the videos,
are available in Welsh and English.   

Since the announcement of the date of the Referendum, there has been 
discussion about whether or not the Church in Wales should participate in 
this debate. 
 
As Christians who believe in the incarnation and take seriously our duty to
care for one another and the world, it is important that we inform 
ourselves about the issues which impact on our lives, and on the life of 
the world and the community of nations:  not just in the immediate future,
but in the light of our duty to care for generations to come.  The decisions 
we take this year in particular are so far-reaching that we believe it is 
important to recognise their significance at the Church in Wales’ 
Governing Body, and encourage all members of the Church in Wales to 
participate in the democratic decision-making progress.  With the EU 
Referendum, as with elections, it is not intended that the Governing Body 
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offers recommendations as to how to vote; but that Church in Wales 
members, along with all Christians, should inform themselves, reflect 
upon and pray about the issues.

It is therefore intended to produce briefing materials ahead of the EU 
Referendum, and to explore other ways in which opportunities can be 
provided to investigate and discuss the issues and implications raised by 
the EU Referendum.  It should be noted that the Referendum, along with 
the Assembly Election, is covered by the Lobbying Act; and that the 
Church in Wales and its component parts (parishes and dioceses) are also 
covered by the Charities Act.  At present it appears that a non-partisan 
stance is recommended for registered charities; further guidance will be 
available in due course.

3. Resources

Advice on hustings, Briefings, and videos for the Assembly Elections can 
be found at:  http://www.cytun.org.uk/elections2016/videos.html
Advice on the legal implications of campaigning or holding events can be 
found on the Electoral Commission website, at:
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/party-or-campaigner/non-
party-campaigners/2016-elections 
and 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/19777
3/EU-Campaigner-Update-6-February-2016.pdf 

4. Motion to Governing Body

The following motion is commended to members of the Governing Body:

That the Governing Body:

(i)         recognise the importance to the future of Wales and the 
United Kingdom of participation in the democratic process;

(ii)        encourage members of the Church in Wales to inform 
themselves about the issues and vote in elections, particularly
in the forthcoming elections to the National Assembly for 
Wales, for Police and Crime Commissioners and the United 
Kingdom European Union Membership Referendum.

Canon Carol Wardman
Bishops’ Adviser for Church and Society
March 2016
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