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BILL TO ENABLE THE ADDITION OF CHURCHES TO THE SECOND
SCHEDULE OF THE PORVOO DECLARATION CANON 1995 BY SIMPLE

MOTION

Explanatory Memorandum

Since the Governing Body approved the Canon to Implement the Porvoo 
Declaration on 28 September 1995, a number of additional churches have 
joined the Porvoo Communion.   Consequently there is now some variance
between the churches in the Porvoo Communion and those listed in the 
schedules to the 1995 Canon. 
At a meeting in Reykjavic, Iceland, on 22 October 2013, the Primates of 
the Porvoo Communion unanimously decided to accept the Latvian 
Evangelical Lutheran Church Abroad and the Lutheran Church in Great 
Britain as full members of the Communion. The Governing Body assented 
to their membership in September 2014 and both churches were admitted
to full membership when their Primates signed the Porvoo Declaration at a
ceremony in York Minster on 20 September 2014. In addition the Spanish 
Reformed Episcopal Church and the Lusitanian Church of Portugal have 
also been admitted to full membership since 1995 while the Church of 
Denmark (one of the Churches which had already agreed the Porvoo 
Common Statement) has also made the Declaration.
The Church in Wales needs to amend The Canon to Implement the Porvoo 
Declaration (Second Schedule) to reflect these changes.
Moreover, as the Porvoo Communion may in future accept other Churches 
as full members, the Standing Committee agreed that, to avoid having to 
consider a further Bill every time another church joined the Communion, a
Bill should be drafted providing an enabling power so that the Governing 
Body could pass a simple motion for Churches to be added to the second 
Schedule of the 1995 Canon.

Notes on the Churches
The Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church Abroad is the former 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia in Exile which established its 
headquarters in Germany after the occupation of the Baltic States by the 
Soviet Union in the first years of World War II. It has a membership of 
25,000, 130 congregations, spread widely over 15 countries, with the 
main concentrations in Canada, the USA and Australia, and 90 pastors. It 
is a member of the Conference of European Churches and the Lutheran 
World Federation, and an associate member of the World Council of 
Churches. The archbishop is located in Germany and is assisted by an 18-
member church council which has executive powers 
The Lutheran Church in Great Britain is a diverse church, including 
Lutherans from all parts of the world, worshipping in a variety of 
languages including English, Polish, Tigrinya, Mandarin, Cantonese and 
Swahili, and sharing a belief in the Bible as the  sole reference point for 



doctrine and faith, and in the historic creeds of the Christian church, the 
Augsburg Confession and Luther’s Catechisms
The Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church  (Iglesia Espanola 
Reformada Episcopal IERE) is the church of the Anglican Communion in
Spain. It was founded in 1880 and has  a democratic synodical polity. The 
church belongs to the Federation of Evangelical Religious Entities in Spain 
and is a member of the World Council of Churches and Conference of 
European Churches. It is in full communion with the Old Cathlic Churches 
and is part of the Porvoo Communion.  Since 1980 it has been an extra 
provincial diocese under the metropolitan authority of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. Its Cathedral is the Cathedral of the Redeemer in Madrid.  It 
has one diocese  and 22 licenced priests serving 20 parishes in 
Salamanca, Valencia, Valladolid, Seville, Oviedo, Tarragona, Murcia, 
Alicante and Madrid.
The Lusitanian Church of Portugal is a member of the Anglican 
Communion, an extra-provincial diocese under the metropolitan authority 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury. The Lusitanian Church was formed in 
1880 at a synod which resulted in a constitution and a decision to abide 
by the doctrinal and liturgical standards of the Anglican Communion. From
the beginning the Church was assisted by a Council of Bishops presided 
over first by the Bishop of Meath in Ireland, and afterwards oversight was 
provided by some Episcopal Bishops from the United States until the 
consecration of the first Lusitanian Bishop in 1958. It is in full communion 
with the Old Catholics.  The Church has 5000 members.
The Church of Denmark formerly known in English as the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Denmark, is the state church and largest 
denomination in Denmark and Greenland, designated ‘the Danish people’s
church’  by the 1848 Constitution of Denmark. With no Archbishop, (the 
Bishop of Copenhagen is a primus inter pares), the church has 11 
dioceses, including one for Greenland. The Danish Monarch is the supreme
authority, but not the head of the Church, which is financially supported 
by the state.  In 2015, 78% of the population of Denmark are members of 
the national Church.

NB In the First Schedule  to the 1995 Canon (the Porvoo declaration), the 
name of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia appears.  As the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia is not a full member of Porvoo, 
but simply has observer status,  its name is omitted from the Second  
Schedule to the current Bill.  (This is unlike its daughter church, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia Abroad, which is a different 
church.)
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