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CLIMATE CHANGE
Progress report from the CHASE (Church Action for Sustaining the

Environment) Group of the Church in Wales

1. Purpose 

At its meeting in September 2015, the Governing Body agreed that 
proposals for strengthening the Church’s action on climate change be 
developed, and invited dioceses to review their representation on CHASE 
to support this process. This paper reports on progress. Full proposals for 
action will be submitted to Governing Body in September 2016 for 
approval.

2. Background

Governing Body noted last September the theological reasons why 
Christians should be concerned by climate change. Apart from the love we
have for God’s creation, and our duty to be good stewards for it, climate 
change will hit the poor hardest. Developing action on climate change 
offers us opportunities to live and deepen our faith, and to strengthen the 
life of our local churches.

The international agreement on tackling climate change negotiated at the 
UN Summit in Paris in December 2015 is a step forward, but is, at best, 
only the first step on the road to effective action. In the light of the 
scientific evidence it was agreed that the rise in global average surface 
temperature needs to be limited to 2 degrees centigrade, and if possible, 
to 1.5 degrees. The pledges to cut greenhouse gas emissions submitted 
by countries would, even if fully delivered, lead to an average global 
temperature rise of at least 2.7 degrees. The Paris agreement therefore 
establishes a process for 5-yearly reviews, so that cuts in emissions can 
be ratcheted-up. The agreement depends for success on voluntary action 
by countries; there are no sanctions if a country fails to deliver its 
promised cuts in emissions. 

The scientific evidence makes it clear that the next 20 years are critical; 
the chances of limiting global temperature rise to 2 degrees will be 
remote if deep cuts in emissions are not made in this period. Given the 
many competing day-to-day pressures on governments, the chances of 
making the Paris agreement a success will depend significantly on the 
extent to which people and organisations who are concerned about 
climate change make their concern felt; and Churches throughout the 
world have an important part to play in this.
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3. Progress in Developing Action

In late November 2015, an electronic questionnaire was circulated to 
dioceses, for them to pass on to parishes and ministry areas, to gather 
information on what churches are doing currently, and to gauge potential 
support for various areas of action. By the end of February, 15 responses 
had been received. This is too small a number to draw representative 
conclusions at this stage, but the responses received so far show support 
for a wide range of actions. Dioceses are encouraged to remind parishes 
and ministry areas to return their questionnaires.

The paper considered by the Governing Body last September emphasised 
the importance of incorporating an understanding of climate change and 
environmental issues more generally into ordination training for clergy, 
and continuing ministerial development (CMD). St David’s diocese have 
allocated a CMD day to climate change, on 7 March. CHASE is delivering 
this training, using it as a pilot exercise. It seeks to help clergy understand
the challenge that climate change presents and the potential impacts, 
including overseas; to discuss the theological issues; and to point them to 
the practical support that is available for their congregations to address 
the issues in parishes and ministry areas. The day will give CHASE an 
opportunity to test thinking with clergy and gather ideas. CHASE is 
offering similar training to all dioceses, and hopes very much that they will
take up this offer.

Helping parishes and ministry areas to access support for practical action 
is naturally a key priority. We are fortunate that the range of resources 
available on-line for parishes and ministry areas to draw on in developing 
action has been strengthened considerably by the launch of the new Eco-
Church website in January1. Under the Eco-Church system, a church 
answers on-line questions which prompt it to consider how it reflects 
environmental issues, not only in running its buildings and churchyards, 
but also in worship and prayer, and in the life of the congregation and 
engagement with the wider community and in wider public life. It 
therefore covers the range of action envisaged by the paper to the 
Governing Body in September. The website is user-friendly and points 
churches to a wealth of supporting advice and support. As a church 
develops action, it can gain successive Bronze, Silver and Gold level 
recognition as an Eco-Church.

In addition, we are developing specific Welsh support to help parishes and 
ministry areas take action:

 Through our partnership with Parish Buying 
www.parishbuying.org.uk we are developing a menu of products and
services that are more environmentally friendly and, thus, provide a 

1 See http://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
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simple way for parishes to make greener buying decisions.  These 
products and services have been professionally procured by parish 
buying so represent a sound choice for financial and environmental 
reasons.  The package of products includes lighting, replacement 
boilers, photo-copiers and greener options in energy-buying. It will 
be made available to parishes and ministry areas very shortly, and 
will be developed over time, with progressively more purchasing 
options coming on stream;

 Many parishes are already doing excellent work on ecology using 
the concept of ’God’s Acre’ in their churchyards. A meeting with the 
Welsh Wildlife Trusts has resulted in a mutual commitment to 
develop closer partnership, to encourage opportunities for local 
churches and local volunteers from the Wildlife Trusts to work 
together to make churchyards and other church land exemplars of 
good ecological management;

 CHASE is keen to encourage parishes and ministry areas to share 
ideas and experiences as they develop their work on climate change
and the environment. To facilitate this, CHASE has established a 
Facebook page2. Dioceses are encouraged to highlight this to their 
parishes and ministry areas;

 We are highlighting opportunities offered by other schemes or 
organisations which support action towards the same objectives, 
such as Christian Aid’s promotion of the ‘Big Shift’ towards a 
reduced-carbon lifestyle;

 A briefing paper on the environment, designed to provide 
information and suggest issues to raise with candidates during the 
campaign for the Welsh Assembly elections in May, is available 
online via the Church in Wales website:  
http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/ 

Separately, the Ethical Investment Group has given advice to the 
Representative Body’s Investment Committee on the Church’s 
investments in fossil fuel companies. In the light of this, the 
Representative Body has submitted a separate paper for the Governing 
Body including a recommendation for amendment io the Church’s ethical 
Investment Policy.

4. Next Steps

CHASE’s workshop in June will be an opportunity for it to review 
questionnaire responses from parishes and ministry areas, and other 
feedback, and to shape the proposed action plan in the light of that. The 
proposed action plan will be submitted to the Governing Body for approval
next September. 
2 The Facebook page is titled Eglwys Yng Nghymru CHASE Church in Wales

3

http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/


The Reverend Canon Carol Wardman
Bishops’ Adviser for Church and Society
10 March 2016 
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