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Just how far are we prepared to 

go to help the housing crisis?



It’s easy to stand on the sidelines and shout about what 
we think is wrong with society.  But what about if we 
started doing something about it?
There is a housing crisis facing our nation and – as a 
Church – we have the power to help.  
The question is: will we? 
Faith In Affordable Housing is 
a project within the Christian 
charity, Housing Justice, which 
encourages churches to sell dis-
used Church land and buildings to 
Housing Associations.  In March, 
the Church in Wales issued guide-
lines to PCCs which allow parish-
es to take less money for land and 
buildings than the market value.  This means redundant 
Church buildings or land could be sold to a Housing As-
sociation to offer decent homes to people on low in-

comes who cannot afford to rent 
and buy them on the open mar-
ket.  Sharon Lee is from Faith In 
Affordable Housing and is urging 
Churches to consider being part 
of the solution to Britain’s hous-
ing crisis.  She says everyone of 
any age or background deserves 
somewhere to call home: “Being 
in housing need doesn’t just mean 
people who are sleeping rough on 

our streets,” she said.  “It affects people in Wales of all 
ages and circumstances, from vulnerable young adults, to 
families with children to older or disabled people in need 
of adapted properties.   We know that across Wales we 
have 20,000 people classified as homeless and 70,000 
on housing association waiting lists.  These lists are full of 
people who cannot afford to rent or buy a home that is 
suitable for their needs.”                                                      
 Churches that consider the Faith In Affordable                     
H o u - Housing route can be rural or urban.  In 

fact, some of our rural areas 
in Wales have the 

g r e a t e s t 

housing need. Sharon added: “Lack of affordable rural 
housing is a significant problem, forcing younger people 
to leave communities they grew up in. 
This can 

have a devastating impact 
on rural areas and makes it difficult to have a long term 
sense of community.  Redundant church buildings or sur-
plus land could make a huge difference in some areas.” 
Sharon says that churches need not fear Housing As-
sociations buying Church land and then selling it for a 
profit. There are stories in London of affordable homes 
that have been sold on 
but Sharon says this is 
very rare. Churches can 
always include cave-
ats in sale agreements 
or consider long term 
leases if this is a con-
cern. “Housing Asso-
ciations have charita-
ble aims and objectives which seek to provide good 
quality homes for generations to come, so they don’t 
think about selling off their homes,” she explained. 
“They are non-profit making, so can keep rents as 
low as possible for tenants but this often means they can-
not pay the open market rate for land.  The Church can 
be a part of the solution, but it has to decide the balance 
between being commercial or mission focused. Churches 
need to ensure they get a financial return but also have to 
consider what is the right thing to do for people in their 
community.  Our role is to support and advise churches 
if they decide to go down the affordable housing route.  
The benefits are immense as it’s a demonstration of God’s 
love to the community and it helps build relationships.”
It’s not an easy sell.  For many of us, selling Church land 
or buildings could help to pay the Parish Share for many 
years but wouldn’t it be better to see the Church taking 
steps to help those who – despite working hard – are un-
able to find a place to call home?  Will we be bold enough 
to take that step?

Just how far are we prepared to 

go to help the housing crisis?
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A Chapel in Barry converted into 8 affordable flats



What are we already doing?
The Diocese of St Asaph is already making creative use of 
Church buildings.  Rather than having a huge five-bed-
room Vicarage next to St Thomas’ Church in Rhyl, the 
building is being converted into two smaller houses.
When it’s the completed, it will offer a three-bedroom 
home and a two-bedroom home.  The Diocese plans to 
rent them out on a long-term basis.  Although not af-

fordable housing, it shows what can be done crea-
tively with some of our bigger properties. In future, 
Diocesan Parsonage Board Inspector Dewi Thomas 
would like to see projects like this offering apprentice-

ship schemes for young 
people.  He said: “I al-
ways think about what 
I can do in my position 
to help further the aims 
of the Church and so-
ciety. I am in a position 
where I can do some-
thing like that.  It’s too 

early to say ‘this will happen’ but I will speak to our con-
tractors to see if they would be prepared to take on this 
responsibility and give something back to the communi-
ty.”  Can you help Dewi to make this a reality?  Get in 
touch with him dewithomas@churchinwales.org.uk

Faith in Affordable 
Housing: some theology 
from Revd Stuart Elliott.
What do we treasure most in this 
life?  Money can buy a bed, but 
not the dreams, books, but not 
the intelligence to understand 
them.  We can buy adornments, 
but not beauty, food but not the 
appetite to enjoy it.  We can buy 

a house, but not a home.  John’s Gospel offers an image 
of heaven as a house with many dwelling places. Heaven 
is not a place we own, but a dwelling place. Imagine a re-
mote stone shack. It offers safety & shelter, even warmth 
& comfort but we don’t own this dwelling place. 
“Home is where the heart is” and in this context offers 
safety, shelter, warmth and comfort. Do we treasure the 
ideal of such a place for all? So that everyone experiences 
this security and comfort?  
Jesus taught that we must not become dominated by 
the cares of the world.  He overcame religious leaders’ 
domination with forgiveness of sins; challenged the un-
just sacrificial system by setting free sheep and goats; 
shamed the Pharisees by exposing their double standards 
and asked rich men to sell their possessions lest they dis-
tract from discipleship.  His death exposed the system as 
flawed, heaping coals upon their heads.
Those powers and dominions are a part of our life too.  
How can we expose them for the sake of Jesus’ king-
dom?  Faith in Affordable Housing is one way because 
much of the housing sector is built upon profits of a mi-
nority.  Land ownership is a deed of trust, we are entrust-
ed to be compassionate stewards.  Where is the notion 
of Sabbath if we drive continually for greater profit from 
land?  (Leviticus 25)  Which do we treasure most - land 
and profits, or Jesus’ call to hold worldly things loosely 
and treasure the things of the Kingdom?  For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Just how far are we prepared to 

go to help the housing crisis?

It’s important to point out that Faith In Affordable 

Housing is not suggesting that all our Churches and 

historic buildings should be made available for low-

cost homes.  There will also be times when the Church 

in Wales and the PCC wants to get the best price they 

can for property and land to fund our ministry and 

mission in other areas. But if you want to consider the 

affordable housing route for your disused Church land 

and property, contact Alex Glanville at the Property 

Services Department at the Church in Wales in Cardiff 

on 02920 348200.  He can advise you on the next 

steps and any legal matters that might concern you.

What can we do next?
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Archebwch un o’r wyau hynny sy’n cael eu cynhyrchu gan gwmni 

“Meaningful Chocolate”, sy’n ceisio rhoi tipyn o’r neges Gristnogol i 

mewn i’r busnes melysion, ac fe fydd eich wy Pasg chi’n un go iawn. 

Nid yw archfarchnadoedd yn llawer o help yn hyn o beth - maen nhw 

braidd yn swil pan ddaw hi’n fater o ffydd, ac mae’r ‘Wy Pasg Go 

Iawn’ wedi wynebu talcen caled wrth gesio perswadio archfarchna-

doedd i werthu cynnyrch cadarnhaol iawn - Siocled Masnach Deg, a 

wnaed yng Nghymru, gyda rhodd elusennol yn ogystal â neges Grist-

nogol. Felly, gwnewch bwynt drwy ofyn am un! Mae’r wy yn ddewis 

da fel symbol Cristnogol y Pasg mewn gwirionedd. Yn union fel mae’r 

cyw yn torri drwy’r plisgyn ac yn chwalu ei ffiniau, felly’n union y 

mae Iesu yn torri drwy’r bedd, gan goncro grym 

pechod a marwolaeth, a daw bywyd newydd yn 

sgil hynny. Mae’r ymdeimlad o Gristnogaeth yn 

torri’r rhwymau yn ganolog i’r neges Gristnogol. 

Codwyd datganiad cenhadaeth Iesu ei hunan o 

eiriau’r proffwyd Eseia: “Y mae Ysbryd yr Ar-

glwydd arnaf, oherwydd iddo f’eneinio i bre-

gethu’r newydd da i dlodion. Y mae wedi f’an-

fon i gyhoeddi rhyddhad i garcharorion … i beri 

i’r gorthrymedig gerdded yn rhydd, i gyhoeddi 

blwyddyn ffafr yr Arglwydd.” (Luc 4) Cenhada-

eth Iesu oedd torri’r cadwyni sy’n dal y ddynoliaeth yn ôl, pa un ai 

pechod, anghyfiawnder, neu orthrwm oedd y cadwyni hynny: popeth, 

mewn gwirionedd, sy’n ein dal yn ôl o gyflawnder bywyd. Fel Cristno-

gion, rydym yn cael ein galw i gyhoeddi’r “Efengyl”, sef dim llai na’r 

“newyddion da” fod Iesu yn ein rhyddhau ni. Yn ogystal â chonsyrn 

am yr ysbryd, daw consyrn am y fodolaeth gyfan, a dyna pam mae 

Iesu yn rhoi cymaint o bwyslais ar iacháu corfforol, a’r proffwydi yn 

rhoi cymaint o sylw i anghenion y tlawd a chyfiawnder ar eu cyfer. 

Byddwch wedi sylwi ar duedd Teulu Asaph i ymgysylltu â materion 

pwysig yn ddiweddar - banciau bwyd, a thai fforddiadwy yn awr. Ry-

dym yn gwneud hyn oherwydd oni bai fod gennym newyddion da o 

safbwynt cyfiawnder, ac oni bai ein bod yn barod i ymgysylltu â phobl 

ar awr eu hangen, nid ydym yn gredadwy yn ein honiad fod Iesu wedi 

dod i’n rhyddhau ni o’n caethiwed ysbrydol. Efallai fod ein hymrwymi-

ad dros y Grawys wedi dod i ben, ond beth am ymrwymiad dros y Pasg 

- ymgymryd ag achos dros gyfiawnder a heddwch eleni sy’n taro tant 

gyda ni, a gwneud yr hyn a allwn i wneud gwahaniaeth. Pe bai pob 

un ohonom yn cymryd darn bach o genhadaeth o’r fath, yna byddai’r 

Eglwys yn gwneud ei gwaith yn fwy effeithiol i gyhoeddi neges y Pasg.

Order one of those eggs produced by the “Meaningful 
Chocolate” company, who try to put a bit of the Christian 
message into the confectionary business and it will be.  
Supermarkets are not helpful places in this respect; they 
fight shy of faith, and the Real Easter Egg has found it 
hard to persuade supermarkets to stock a very positive 
product – Fairtrade Chocolate, made in Wales, and with 
a charitable donation as well as a Christian message.  So 
make a point of asking for one!
The egg is well chosen as the Christian symbol of Easter if 
truth be told.  Just as the chick bursts from the shell and 
shatters its confines, so Jesus bursts from the tomb, con-
quering the power of sin and death, and new life is come.
This sense of Christianity breaking the bonds is central to 
the Christian message.  Jesus’ own mission statement was 
lifted from the prophet Isaiah:  “He has sent me to preach 
good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to the captives 
… to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim 
the year of the Lord’s favour.” (Luke 4)  Jesus’ mission was 
to break the chains that hold humanity down, whether 
they be sin, or injustice, or oppression: everything in fact 
that holds us back from fullness of life.
As Christians, we are called to proclaim the “Gospel”, 
which is nothing less than the “good news” that Jesus 
frees us.  As well as a concern for the spirit there follows 
a concern for the whole being, which is why Jesus put so 
much emphasis on physical healing, and the prophets so 
much on the needs of the poor and justice for them.
You will have noticed a tendency for Teulu Asaph to 
engage with some big issues recently – foodbanks and 
now affordable housing.  This is because unless we have 
good news on the justice front, and are prepared to en-
gage with people at their point of need, we are not re-
ally credible in our claim that Jesus came to free us from 
our spiritual bondage.  Our Lenten commitment may be 
over, but how about an Easter commitment - to take up 
one cause for justice and peace this year that strikes a 
chord with us, and do what we can to make a difference.  
If each one of us took on such a little piece of mission, 
then the Church would be doing its job more effectively 
to proclaim the Easter message.

Will your Easter Egg 
this year be “Real”? 

A fydd eich wy Pasg 
chi eleni yn un 
“go iawn”?
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A cafe offering affordable, wholesome food to people in 
Sandycroft has been opened by parishioners at St Francis’ 
Church. Truefood Cafe has been born out of a discipleship 
group who wanted to find a way to look outside of the 
Church building and reach people with the message of 
Jesus.  The group started to meet four years ago and 
studied a course called “The Transforming Church”. 
Now the group has grown from the four original members 
and they began to pray about what God might be calling 
them to do. Hawarden Deanery Evangelist Rocky Bateman 
has been instrumental in setting the cafe up and explained 
how it came about: “We spent a lot of time in prayer 
learning to listen to God and He has challenged us on 
little things which have progressed into bigger things and 
the last one was about reaching out into the community.  
We have prayer-walked the area and even prayed about 
it using Google and we went for it!  God has blessed 
us with grants, gifts given to us, people coming in and 
working for free and it’s been absolutely awesome.  Our 
God is fantastic!” Once the cafe – which officially opens 

on 8 April – has been established, the leaders hope to 
offer help-groups and evangelistic courses to people who 
they build relationships with.  Rocky added: “Eventually 
we are hoping for links to Alcoholics Anonymous, Drug 
Addicts Anonymous, Christians Against Poverty, Family 
Advice and we are already linked with the Foodbank. We 
are sure things will come up as we go along and we plan 
to offer courses such as Start, Moving On, Alpha and 
Exploring Faith.” Now the team at Sandycroft are hoping 
to inspire others to consider what can be done in the 
community.  Rocky concluded: “It hasn’t cost us a fortune 

- you don’t need £60,000 
to start a café, you can 
do it on a shoestring.  It’s 
cost us £3,000 which we 
got in a grant and a few 
hundred extra we have 
put in ourselves.  So it’s 
awesome and God’s brilliant!” 

“I’m quite used to saying ‘my name’s Sian and I’m an 
alcoholic’.” Sian Cunliffe (pictured above) is the manager 
of Truefood Cafe but just 12 months ago was struggling 
in a spiral of alcohol addiction that meant even her own 
children worried for her every time she left the house.
Now she is an active member of St Francis’ Church and 
one of the key people helping to take Truefood Cafe 
forward.
“When I first came here I was desperate,” Sian explains.  
“Something happened to me that I can only describe as 
a Spiritual experience.  I couldn’t give up the drink – not 
even for the love of my own children – and God removed 
that for me. It was quite funny really because I bumped 
into Paulette (Revd Paulette Gower, Vicar in Hawarden 
Rectorial Benefice) outside Sandycroft CP School and I 
said ‘I was talking to your fella last night!  At half past 
eleven last night I was on my knees praying.’ I think she 
thought I was having a bit of a joke with her because I 
had spoken to her before and she remembers that I was 
very sceptical about God so it was quite something when 
I realised I needed to get into Church and put things right 
with Him.”
Sian freely admits it’s been a painful process being 
a recovering alcoholic but she truly believes she has 
recovered from her addiction.  Now, with a tear in her eye, 
Sian fondly remembers the day she publically declared 
her love for Jesus: “When I got baptised and I knew all 
my sins were washed away – well even remembering that 
now makes me want to cry.  The sense of freedom I have 
now is just a miracle.”

Helping People grow. 
Helping the Church grow.

Sian’s story – my journey 
from alcohol addiction to Jesus
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Our three Deaneries in Flintshire 
couldn’t work out how best to start 
their journey towards forming Mis-
sion Areas, so 
they took a radi-
cal step.  Instead 
of meeting indi-
vidually to find 
a way forward, 
the Deaneries of 
Holywell, Mold 
and Hawarden 
came together 
to talk and pray 
about how Mis-
sion Areas could be formed in the 
County.  The Deaneries cover a popu-
lation of around 120,000 people with 
a mix of urban and rural areas.  There 
are 13 high schools, two colleges and 
three community hospitals.  There are 
45 Anglican churches and 17 clergy 
to pay.  So where do you start?  How 

can three diverse Deaneries form into 
Mission Areas?  How many should 
there be?  Which parishes will work 
together? Diocesan Secretary Diane 
McCarthy facilitated a meeting where 
some of these discussions started to 
take place.  130 people from across 
the Deaneries came along and ahead 
of the meeting they had received a 

document ex-
plaining the 
Church in 
Wales Review 
and the rec-
ommendation 
for Mission Ar-
eas. The meet-
ing took place 
around tables.  
Each table had 
a map showing 

the three deaneries, decorated with 
coloured stickers to represent church-
es, high schools, hospitals, colleges 
and even large supermarkets.  Three 
possible scenarios were presented to 
begin the discussions: a 5 Mission 
Area model, a 4 Mission Area model 
and a 3 Mission Area model.

The groups were given 15 minutes to 
critique each scenario and at the end 
of the meeting it was agreed findings 
should be taken to Deanery Confer-
ences and Parishes.  
The three Area Deans reported that 
there was firm support for four Mis-
sion Areas but now work must be 
done around places which might fit 
into more than one area. For now, 
work has started on the practical ar-
rangements.  For example, if this plan 
is accepted, how do three deaneries 
become four Mission Areas constitu-
tionally?  
These are questions that can be an-
swered on your way to becoming a 
Mission Area, you don’t need all the 
answers first. Holywell, Hawarden 
and Mold took a radical step in dis-
cerning their journey towards Mission 
Areas.  What do you need to do to 
help make 20:20 Vision a reality?

Bishop Gregory has been busy wel-
coming clergy to their new parishes 
around the Diocese with lots of in-
duction services in the first couple of 
months of 2014.
Revd Kate Tiltman has moved to Rho-

Church News
Treading the Path 
towards Mission 
Areas

Ask us Anything about 
2020 Vision

The June/July edition of Teulu Asaph 
will feature 20:20 Vision as its front 
page lead.  In it, we want to answer 
all your questions about the Vision 
and Mission Areas.  Ask us anything 
by sending your questions to comms.
stasaph@churchinwales.org.uk or call 
us 01745 582245.

Bishop busy with 
Clergy Inductions
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symedre to become Associate Priest 
for Rhosymedre and Ruabon.  Mean-
while Revd Nia Morris has started 
as Vicar of the Newtown Group of 
parishes and Mission Area leader for 
Cedewain.  She was swiftly joined in 
Cedewain by Revd Alex Mayes who 
was welcomed to the Kerry Group of 
parishes in late February. Archdeacon 
Bob has now moved to Wrexham and 
has started work in the parishes of 
Llandegla and Bryneglwys in addition 
to his Archdeacon duties. The Bishop 
has also commissioned another new 
Mission Area leader as Revd Canon 
Sue Huyton became leader of the 
Dee Valley MA and Vicar of the Ban-
gor-on-Dee Group.  Meanwhile Revd 
Dr Richard Hainsworth has started 
work in the Parish of Northop along-
side his role with Exploring Faith.
To top off a busy couple of months, 
on Sunday 23 March a special Even-
song welcomed Revd Pam Powell, 
Revd Quentin Bellamy and Revd 
Kathy Collins as Cathedral Canons.  

A retired police officer has joined the 
Diocesan team in St Asaph as our 
new Safeguarding Officer.

Ivor Lloyd will work across the Di-
ocese of St Asaph and the Diocese 
of Bangor alongside Provincial Safe-
guarding Officer Elaine Cloke.  He’s 
available to offer support, advice and 
information on safeguarding issues.
Ivor can be contacted by email on 
ivorlloyd@churchinwales.org.uk or by 
phone on 07551 124218 but please 
note: anyone who suspects a child or 
vulnerable adult is in immediate dan-
ger should discuss their concerns with 
Social Services or the police without 
delay. 

Becoming a member of the ordained 
ministry is a not just a vocation for 
the Vicar – it’s also a life choice for 
their whole family. As a Church we 
need to ensure that our love and care 
is offered to those members of a Cler-
ic’s family who are left behind if the 
worst should happen.
That’s where the Widows, Orphans 
and Dependants Society (WODS) 
comes in.  Its purpose is to offer fi-
nancial support to struggling clergy 
widows/widowers, orphans and de-
pendants after the death of a cler-
gyperson. The WODS Committee 
ensures that a widow/widower of a 
clergyperson in this diocese receives a 
minimum income of £13,700 a year.  
It ensures a dependant gets a mini-
mum income of £13,100 and an or-
phan a minimum income of £2,500.
Around 40 people are registered with 
the charity and in 2012 the Society 

assisted six of them, topping up their 
incomes accordingly.
Another aspect of the ministry is to 
ensure that all those registered with 
the charity receive gifts and cards at 
Easter and Christmas time.  One lady 
wrote a moving letter to Bishop Greg-
ory about this ministry – explaining 
that her late mother was delighted to 
receive this contact which continued 
until her death aged 100.
Clive Myers is Chair of WODS and 
is encouraging people to give gener-
ously to this worthwhile cause.  He 
said: “On behalf of the Committee, 
I would like to thank clergy, laity and 
parishes for their continued support 
of the Society.  I would also like to ask 
that you continue to remember the 
work of the Society in your prayers 
and with your gifts in the coming 
year.”
Could you consider supporting this 
worthwhile cause to help those strug-
gling financially after the death of a 
clergyperson?  Or to comfort those 
who are grieving?  
If so please send your donation made 
payable to St Asaph WODS to the 
Diocesan Office.

New Safeguarding 
Officer for Diocese

Helping bereaved 
Clergy families
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Bible stories come to 
life in Holy Land pilgrimage
In our Pilgrim’s Pullout in February/March we left Revd 
Noel and Wendy Carter caught up in a clash between 
Palestinian youths and Israeli soldiers.  We pick up their 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land as they begin to travel away 

from Bethlehem.  Noel takes up 
the story... 
We travelled along the road that 
the Good Samaritan took to Jeri-
cho.  In that city a 2000 year old 
sycamore fig tree stands on the 
Main Street. I was happy to be-
lieve that Zaccheus once climbed 
its branches. After a brief pause to 
bob up and down in the Dead Sea 
we moved on to Galilee and Jeru-
salem.

Galilee was a real treat. The steady flow of pilgrims walk-
ing the streets of ancient Capernaum or climbing the 
Mount of the Beatitudes, or paddling in the lake near the 
site of the feeding of the five thousand gave an air of real 
spiritual purpose. 
Sailing on the lake brought a true sense of tranquillity. 

Whatever the controversy about the location 
of the various holy sites, no one 

could deny that Jesus 
s a i l e d 

on this luminescent stretch of water!
On to Jerusalem – a magnet for people of faith from 
all over the world. We were amazed at how compact 
everything was. The names on street corners bring to life 
the pages of the Gospels.  The Mount of Olives, the prob-
able route of Palm Sunday, Gethsemane, the Kidron Valley 
and then passing through the Damascus Gate into the 
City was a memorable experience. The West Wall of the 

Temple - “The Wailing Wall” - 

was thronging with 
crowds of people. Men stood at the wall with 

arms outstretched, palms pressed to the yellow limestone, 
rocking gently and praying. I stood for some time before 
there was a space and I moved forward and placed my 
palms and forehead against the wall.
I was staggered by the experience!  It felt as though I was 
“plumbed in” to the wall.  It felt like water was flowing 
through my arms and tears began to roll down my face.  
I’m not an emotional person and I was totally taken by 
surprise.  Was it the tears of the centuries shed in this 
place?  I don’t know.  I am still trying to understand it.
We returned home as very tired pilgrims, but the amazing 
thing is that although the physical journey has ended, the 
spiritual pilgrimage continues. Familiar passages of scrip-
ture take on a new, vibrant life.  The pilgrim’s progress 
continues!

Smart Phone mapping for the 
Pilgrim’s Way
The 130 mile route along the North Wales Pilgrim’s Way 
is now available to follow on smart phones through the 
Viewranger app.  Walkers simply download the route 
(code: NWPW0001) and it means they will have all the 
information they need to complete it at their fingertips.
Since the inaugural walk set up by the Venerable Chris 

and Jenny Potter in 2011, 95% of the journey has been 
physically signposted with a distinctive Celtic cross 

called a waymark. 
This year, Chris and Jenny will walk the route for the 
fourth time and the pilgrimage has been timed to coin-
cide with the final weekend of celebrations for our Year 
of Pilgrimage.  Pilgrims are planning to attend our closing 

The Pilgrim’s Pullout
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service at St Asaph Cathedral on Sunday 4 May.
The pilgrimage begins the day before and the walkers 
will trek from Basingwerk Abbey in Holywell to Bardsey 
Island off the west coast of Wales.  Along the way they 
will take in St Asaph and Bangor’s Cathedrals as well as 
other holy sites and places of interest.  
This year’s pilgrimage 

is due to end on Friday 16 
May.  Chris and Jenny Potter are available to give reflec-
tive talks on the Pilgrim’s Way for any Churches or com-
munity groups who are interested in knowing more.

Chris (pictured left) can be contacted by email on arch-
deacon.stasaph@churchinwales.org.uk
Don’t forget, our celebration service to mark the end of 

the Year of Pilgrimage takes place at St Asaph 

Cathedral on Sunday 4 May at 3.30pm.

100 mile pilgrimage draws 
to a close in Wrexham
By the time we get to the end of the Year of Pilgrimage 
in May, thirteen walks will have taken place around 
the border of Wrexham County Borough, led by Revd 
Richard Sharples, a Methodist Minister in Wrexham. 
Richard has encouraged pilgrims to pray for Wrexham 
and they have captured some spectacular photographs 
that have been recorded in these pages.  In total the 
pilgrims will have walked 100 miles and visited 17 Churches 
along the route, stopping for prayer and refreshment on 
the way.  On Saturday 3 May at Wrexham Methodist 
Church the pilgrims will gather for a faith tea at 6pm 

before a time of 
praise and worship from 
7pm inspired by the beauty captured 
in the photographs taken around the borders.  They 
will also spend time in prayer for the Churches visited 
along the way.  If you want to join them for the food at 
the faith tea, please bring something to share – sweet or 
savoury. Drinks will be provided. The final walks around 
the Wrexham border take place in April.

School pilgrims enjoy Holy Well
Children from Minera School near Wrexham took a trip 
to Flintshire to visit St Winefride’s Well as part of our Year 
of Pilgrimage celebrations. Church Schools are continuing 
to use pilgrimage as a topic for their studies and years 5 
and 6 took part in this field trip. The well has been a place 
of pilgrimage and healing for more than 1300 years with 
healings dating back to the 12th Century.  Headteacher 
Andrew Partridge said: “Rumour has it that the water 
produced instant results with one or two 
pupils declaring they felt like 
new people!”

The Pilgrim’s Pullout
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Bishop Gregory was among 27 Angli-
can Bishops who signed a letter pub-
lished in the Daily Mirror urging the 
Government to do more to tackle the 
increased use of foodbanks.

The letter marked the launch of a 
campaign called “End Hunger Fast” 
which is encouraging a national day 
of fasting on Friday 4 April in sympa-
thy with thousands of people across 
the UK who are going hungry.
The campaign coincided with Lent 
and in the run up to Easter there will 
be a “fasting relay” with faith lead-
ers, celebrities and foodbank volun-
teers passing a “fasting baton” day 
by day.  
The letter – published on Thursday 
20 February – talks of a “national cri-
sis” and reads:
“We often hear talk of hard choices. 
Surely few can be harder than that 
faced by the tens of thousands of 
older people who must ‘heat or eat’ 
each winter, harder than those faced 
by families whose wages have stayed 
flat while food prices have gone up 
30% in just five years.

“Yet beyond even this we must, as a 
society, face up to the fact that over 
half of people using foodbanks have 
been put in that situation by cut backs 
to and failures in the benefit system, 
whether it be payment delays or pu-
nitive sanctions.”
End Hunger Fast is a grassroots cam-
paign urging the Government to 
meet its duty of care to UK citizens by 
calling for immediate action on wel-
fare, wages and food markets, three 
of the biggest contributors to hun-
ger.  You can find out more about the 

campaign on their website: www.

endhungerfast.co.uk.

Fishermen in South West Tanganyika 
are still using boats that would have 
been familiar to people living in the 
stone-age.  The hollowed out tree 
trunks pictured below are usable but 
they mean that the fisherman don’t 
dare to travel too far out into Lake 
Nyasa which is 350 miles long and up 
to 50 miles wide.

Now the Diocese of St Asaph is hop-
ing to raise enough money to buy 
four fishing boats for our brothers 

and sisters in South West Tanganyi-
ka – one for each of the four lakeside 
communities in our linked Diocese.
These modern boats have an onboard 
motor so they are safer for the fisher-
men to use.  Each boat costs £2000 
so we are looking to raise £8000 in 
total to pay for these.
Can you help?  Please get in touch 
with Engaging Officer Revd Mike 
Harrison on mikeonorme@gmail.com 

A rural Parish Church in the Archdea-
conry of Montgomery is beginning a 
new era as a “Pilgrimage Church”.
St Garmon’s in Llanarmon Mynydd 
Mawr held its last service as a Parish 
Church in February but it’s not clos-
ing its doors.

Instead, the Parish of Llanarmon 
Mynydd Mawr is being amalgamat-
ed with Llanrhaeadr ym Mochnant 
and St Garmon’s Church will keep its 
doors open to welcome pilgrims for 
prayer and quiet reflection.
There will also be provision for occa-
sional services and during 2014 there 
will be services at Easter, on Ascen-
sion Day, at Harvest and at Christmas.

Your News
Bishop joins 
campaign to End 
Hunger Fast

Boats for Fishermen 
in SW Tanganyika

Rural Parish 
becomes a 
Pilgrimage Church
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Now in its 6th year, Mold Parish 
Church will once again host the Virgin 
Art exhibition in May.  

It invites works of art from across 
north Wales, Cheshire and Shropshire 
with more than 90 artists exhibiting 
there in 2013.  Part of Mold Town 
Council’s annual festivals programme, 
Virgin Art is now established as one 
of the region’s top art events.
This year, it will be held between 
Monday 5 May and Saturday 10 May.
Paintings and photographs will be 
on display in the side aisles and Lady 
Chapel of the parish church.
The event also helps to generate 
income for the church.  The artists pay 
a small fee to exhibit their work and 
are able to offer the works for sale.  If 
a piece is sold via the exhibition, the 
church take a small commission.  Since 
the inaugural Virgin Art exhibition in 
2009, more than £16,000 has been 
raised for the church.
Well over 1000 people attended 
2013’s exhibition and voted for their 
favourite picture.  It was a pastel 

by David Bennett from Holywell 
(pictured).  His prize was a voucher 
for art equipment.
Artists can submit their work for the 
exhibition on Sunday 27 and Monday 
28 April and further information 
can be found online at www.
virginartmold.org.uk

The start of the farming year was 
celebrated at St Silin’s Church in 
Llansilin – one of our rural parishes – 
with a Plough Sunday service.
A single furrow plough was handled 
by the young farmers of the Parish 
who led a procession to the altar.  
Some even younger members drove 
a model tractor to the front.
As part of the service some seeds were 
sown which will be nurtured over 
the coming weeks before prayers of 
blessing were said for the local farms.
Val Burton from St Silin’s said:
“The prayers for a blessing on our 
farms were read by the children and 
the hymns were all chosen to fit the 
theme - the service ended with smiles 
all round!” 

Work is underway at St Beuno’s 
Church, Llanycil to turn it into a £1 
million visitor centre for the Bible 
Society.

Mary Jones World will tell the story 
of 15 year old Mary who walked 25 
miles from Llanfihangal-y-Pennant to 
Bala in 1800 to buy a Bible from Revd 
Thomas Charles who had copies of 
the scriptures in Welsh.
Mary had saved six years for a Bible 
in her own language and he was so 
moved by her determination that 
he helped to set up Bible Society in 
1804. Thomas Charles was later laid 
to rest at St Beuno’s and the new 
visitor centre will celebrate their story 
for people today. Bible Society began 
work on the site in February and 
hope it will be finished in the autumn.  
The building will help to tell the Mary 
Jones story and act as an educational 
centre. Dorothi Evans, Reader at 
Christ Church and Mayor of Bala 
said: “Everyone at Christ Church is 
extremely happy with the plans. We 
all wondered what would happen to 
the Church in Llanycil so the Bible 
Society buying it was an answer to 
prayer - we’re really supportive of it.”

Mold Church hosts 
6th annual Art 
Exhibition

Farming Community 
blessed on Plough 
Sunday

Work starts on 
Mary Jones World
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After decades of disuse, quarterly 
church services are now being held at 
Gwydir Uchaf Chapel.
The services use the 1662 Book of 
Common Prayer, in keeping with 
the 17th Century surroundings.  The 
North Wales branch of the Prayer 
Book Society arrange the service and 
Cantamus – a local choir – enhance 
the worship.

The Chapel sits high above the Con-
wy Valley between Llanrwst and Bet-
tws-y-Coed on the Ancaster Estate.  
It’s managed by Cadw and both they 
and the estate have given permission 
for these services to take place.
Dr Irene Brightmer is a member of the 
congregation at Llanasa and regularly 
attends these services. She said:
“The chapel was built in 1673 by 
Sir John Wynn of Gwydir as a place 
of worship for the family and estate 
workers.  The simple exterior belies 
the elaborately decorated interior 
with its unusual painted ceiling, west 
end gallery and carved furnishings.
“All are welcome, whatever denom-
ination, to join in services during 
2014.”

The first service of the year took place 
in March, but there are three more 
this year:
Sunday 22 June, 3pm, Sung Matins 
Sunday 28 September, 3pm, Sung 
Evensong 
Sunday 14 December, 3pm, Christ-
mas worship

A project set up at St John’s Church in 
Rhosymedre to help people with mild 
to moderate mental health issues has 
now started a food co-op.  The An-
gorfa project is a joint partnership 
between St John’s Church and Ad-
vance Brighter Futures in Wrexham.  
It started work in 2013, working 
closely with the local community and 
supporting those with mental health 
issues.  So far there has been many 
relaxation sessions held at St John’s 
and now a food co-op has been in-
troduced every Wednesday between 
10.30am and 11.30am.  

The picture shows a typical £4 food 
bag. Clare Evans from Advance 
Brighter Futures said:
“This is proving to be a great success 
with many customers staying for a 

cup of tea and a chat! Everyone is 
welcome.  
“It’s an exciting time for the project 
with 2 new activities underway – 
bushcraft and a textile class.” 
If you are interested in bushcraft ac-
tivities or the textile class please con-
tact Clare who coordinates the pro-
ject on 07922 664024.

St Garmon’s Church in Llanfechain 
have started inviting pensioners, the 
housebound and anyone feeling lone-
ly to their “Home Fellowship Hour”. 
Held twice a month in members’ con-
servatories it aims to feed the mind, 
body and spirit by listening to music, 
relating it to a piece of Scripture and 
then having a cup of tea, a slice of 
cake and a chat. 
Denise Evans from St Garmon’s said:
“Each session has a theme and 
members of our congregation donate 
a cake for us to enjoy. Themes have 
included the Lord’s Prayer, Psalm 
23, blessings and dancing. These are 
afternoons that we all look forward 
to when we can share and laugh 
together.”

Quarterly services 
at disused chapel

Food Co-op 
engages 
Community

Feeding mind, 
body and spirit in 
Llanfechain
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Revd Nia Morris held her final 
service in Bala ahead of her move to 
Newtown in January.  The sermon 
encouraged the Parish to work hard 
and share leadership roles as Nia 
explained how this works during the 
flight of wild geese.
She was presented with a photo book 
commemorating the past decade and 
the full report follows in Welsh.
Teithiodd pobl o bob man i Eglwys 
Crist, fore Sul Ionawr 19eg. Hwn 
oedd Gwasanaeth olaf y Rheithor ym 
Mhlwyf Y Bala , sydd yn  Neoniaeth 
Penllyn ac Edeyrnion. Achlysur trist i 
bob pwrpas ond hefyd yn ddathliad 
degawd o wasanaeth clodwiw, 
arweiniad blaengar a mentrus a gofal 
tyner a chariadus. Cafwyd Eglwys 
llawn i ddathlu Y Cymun Bendigaid 
olaf. Dewisodd y Rheithor ei hoff 
emynau ac fe gafwyd cyfeiliant 
offerynnol iddynt. Dilynwyd trefn 
Gwasanaeth Cymun arferol ac fe 
gafwyd pregeth bwrpasol iawn gan 
Nia. Fe soniodd am y gwyddau gwyllt 

a sut a phaham  maent yn hedfan yn 
eu ffurf unigryw. Prif neges y bregeth 
oedd i ni fod yn barod fel aelodau i 
gynnal a nerthu ein gilydd: cydweithio 
gan ysgwyddo cyfrifoldebau a 
rhannu y gwaith; annog ein gilydd 
; bod yn gymdeithas glos a bydd y 
cyd deithio yn haws a llwyddiannus. 
Cafwyd areithiau pwrpasol gan 
Adrian Murray, Dorothi Evans, 
(Darllenwyr) Gwyn Roberts a Geoff 
Williams (Wardeiniaid). Cyflwynwyd 
talebau i Nia gan Bethan Griffiths, a 
chyflwynodd Sanant Evans lyfr lluniau 
i Nia oedd yn cwmpasu degawd yn 
Eglwys Crist o ran gweithgareddau, 
gwasanaethau a digwyddiadau yn 
ymwneud a’r Eglwys a’r ardal. 
Diolchodd Nia i bawb am bob 
cydweithrediad a gafodd ac am 
yr Eglwys hardd o ran adeilad a 
chynnulleidfa. 
Dymunodd yn dda i bawb gan ein 
hannog i fod yn weithredol a ffyddiog 
y byddai gennym Rheithor newydd 
yn fuan.
Darparwyd lluniaeth ar gyfer pawb a 
chafwyd amser pleserus yn sgwrsio 
,diolch a ffarwelio.
Dymunwn i gyd bob dymuniad da 
i Nia a Wyn yn y swydd a’u cartref 
newydd yn Y Drenewydd.

Three choirs will join forces to per-
form the Mozart Requiem and Per-
golesi Magnificat in Wrexham and 
Oswestry after Easter.
The Cantiones Choir, Oswestry Sin-
fonia and Glyndwr University Com-
munity Choir will perform on Satur-
day 17 May at Holy Trinity Church in 
Oswestry and then again on Saturday 
24 May at St Giles Church in Wrex-
ham.  Both concerts start at 7.30pm.  
Cantiones’ Musical Director, Gerry 
Howe said:
“I am delighted to be part of this 
musical co-operation between Can-
tiones, Glyndwr and Oswestry Sin-
fonia.  It is always very positive for 
different groups to join together in 
order to share their musical experi-
ences.  
“All three groups are playing and 
singing at a very high standard and 
the concert promises to be one not to 
be missed”.
Tickets for both concerts are priced at 
£9 for adults, with under 16s admit-
ted free.  Tickets for Oswestry can be 
booked on 01691 238227 and Wrex-
ham on 01978 355808.

Gwasanaeth 
Ffarwelio Y 
Rheithor Nia

Choirs rehearse for 
Mozart Requiem
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Church school boasts “excellent” 
outdoor provision
A recent survey at Minera Church in Wales School by Wr-
exham Council has rated the outdoor facilities which have 
been developed there as “excellent”.
Children are able to do science lessons in the outdoor 
polytunnel while they have also made bird feeders and 
even done cookery classes using the outside space.

Andrew Partridge, Headteacher at Minera School said:
“We have spent a great deal of time developing the out-
door learning element of the Foundation Phase.  The 
photos speak for themselves as it can be seen that 
a wide range of work can be covered in the out-
door environment, whatever the weather.” 

Owl Day a Hoot in Hanmer
Children from St Chad’s School in Hanmer have learnt all 
about owls during a special “Owl Day”.

They were able to research the birds, create fact books 
and take part in craft activities before putting together 
the wonderful collage which is pictured here.
The Church in Wales school even welcomed an owl rescue 
charity from Bryneglwys in the afternoon who brought 
along a number of owls for the children to hold and gave 
a talk about the birds to the pupils.

Focus on Schools
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Ysgol Llanbedr still under threat
Ysgol Llanbedr – one of our Church schools in Denbigh-

shire – is still under threat of closure.  Teulu Asaph asked 

Diocesan Director of Education and Lifelong Learning 

Mrs Rosalind Williams to bring us up to speed with the 

campaign to keep the school open and to let us know 

what we can do to help. 

The Diocese of St Asaph continues to object to the pro-
posal to close Ysgol Llanbedr.  We believe that this is a 
viable and vibrant school that should be allowed to flour-
ish and continue to provide a faith based education to the 
children of Llanbedr DC and the surrounding area.
Denbighshire County Council entered a statutory 28 day 
notice period of the proposal to close the school on the 
29 January 2014. 
Both Bishop Gregory and I submitted objections to the 
statutory notice and it is expected that these together 
with over 450 other objections will be considered by of-
ficers who will make further recommendations to cabi-
net on the 25 March 2014.
At the time of going to press we have not received 
the council’s final decision but should cabinet proceed 
with the proposal to close Ysgol Llanbedr, then the 
matter is sent to Welsh Government for determi-
nation by the Minister.  If this happens readers can 
lodge their objections to the closure of this Church School 
by contacting the Minister. The details are on the right. 15

Huw Lewis AMMinister for Education and Skills
Welsh Government5th FloorTy HywelCardiff BayCF99 1NA

Email: Correspondence.Huw.Lewis
@Wales.gsi.gov.uk



All invited to Chrism Eucharist
Clergy and Laity will gather for the Chrism Eucharist on 
Thursday 17 April at 11am at St Asaph Cathedral.
As well as the traditional blessing of Chrism oils, the 
service is a chance for the clergy to renew their ordination 
vows and for the laity to recommit themselves in service 
to God.  Bishop Gregory has held this service every year 
since his enthronement and said: “Often lay people tell 
me they haven’t attended the Chrism Eucharist because 
they thought it was just for clergy but this is a service 
about renewal for the whole people of God so all are 
welcome.” 

Good Friday 18 April – A very special way to start 
Easter.   J.S. Bach St Matthew Passion at Corpus Christi 
Church, Tremeirchion at 7pm. This will be the Golden Ju-
bilee performance of this work and tickets are £10 from 
01745 583543 or on the door.

Saturday 19 April – Easter Vigil and Diocesan Con-
firmation Service at St Asaph Cathedral. 7pm.

Saturday 26 April – Concert by the famous Peny-
bontfawr Male Voice Choir at 7.30pm.  The Church is 
fully accessible and refreshments will be provided. £7.

Sunday 4 May – Year of Pilgrimage celebration.  Pil-
grim’s will be offered certificates to celebrate participation 
in the Year of Pilgrimage.  St Asaph Cathedral.  3.30pm.

Monday 5 May – The Train Pilgrimage to Glasgow to 
mark the end of the Year of Pilgrimage.  All the informa-
tion is online: http://bit.ly/1eUmZSY 

Saturday 24 May - Mold Choral Society perform 
“Dream of Gerontius” by Sir Edward Elgar at St Asaph 
Cathedral. Director Trystan Lewis. 7.30pm. £12.

Saturday 24 May – Gala Concert, 7.30pm at St 

Giles’ Church, Wrexham.  Including Mozart Requiem 
Mass with works by Rameau and Pergolesi.  With Oswest-
ry Sinfonia, Cantiones and Glyndwr University Communi-
ty Choir. See page 13 for ticket details.

Sunday 1 June – 6.00pm.  Choral Evensong at St 

Giles’ Church, Wrexham.  Sung by the Choir of Oswestry 
Parish Church to celebrate the 120th anniversary of the 
organ.  

Saturday 14 June - St Silin’s Church Llansilin. Con-
cert by the award winning Porth y Waen Silver Band. 
7.30pm. The Church is fully accessible and refreshments 
will be provided. £7.

Friday 22 August – Wednesday 27 August - 
St Silin’s Church Llansilin. “Llansilin remembers the Great 
War”.  Exhibition open daily.

Monday Lunchtime Organ Recital Series 
2014 – St Giles’ Church, Wrexham.  All re-
citals begin at 12.30pm.   Admission free.   Two-course 
luncheon is served from 12.00pm.
28 April – William Smallman (Shrewsbury)
5 May – Andrew Burr (St Peter’s, Prestbury)
12 May – Fay Adamson (St Peter’s, Ruthin)
19 May – Charles Jones (Holy Trinity, Llandudno)
26 May – John Evans (Chester)

Around the Diocese
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