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Last Holy Week, as is our annual custom, 

the clergy gathered with me as bishop in 

the Cathedral to rededicate ourselves to our 

ordained ministry.  It is always a moving 

occasion, and I was pleased to see the 

event on Maundy Thursday supported by 

an increasing number of the family of the 

diocese.  This year we were also joined by 

a large number of the Readers.  Readers 

exercise a lay ministry in the diocese as 

people committed to studying the Scriptures 

and making sense of them for church 

members and wider society generally.

The next big diocesan liturgy 

in the Cathedral will be the 

Ordination at the end of 

June, when I will ordain a 

new deacon and a new priest 

for ministry in our diocese.  

On that occasion as well, a 

large crowd will gather to 

support our ordinands in 

prayer as they begin a new 

chapter of service.

The Church exists to serve the 

world.  I remember from years ago a young lady saying, “My 

goal in life is to build a bridge of friendship to all I meet, over 

which Jesus can walk.”  There might be no better definition of 

our mission.  To know Jesus, for a Christian, is to begin to live 

eternal life now, to find a direction and a source of resilience 

in life which transforms everything.  This is the adventure to 

which we are called.  We, who are already the Church (that 

is, the people who have been gathered into the flock of Jesus) 

are also called to become agents of resilience in the world, so 

that God’s blessing can transfigure all our lives into something 

wonderful and redemptive.

Like our Cathedral, all our church buildings are to be the 

temples of this mission serving the love of the living God: gates 

into eternity.  It is a bold vision.  Let us pray that God will make 

it a reality.

Yn ystod yr Wythnos Fawr, yn unol â’n harferiad 

blynyddol, daeth y clerigion ynghyd gyda mi fel 

esgob yn yr Eglwys Gadeiriol i ailgysegru ein 

hunain i’n gweinidogaeth ordeiniedig. Mae hwn 

bob amser yn achlysur teimladwy, ac roeddwn yn 

falch o weld y digwyddiad ar ddydd Iau Cablyd 

yn cael ei gefnogi gan nifer cynyddol o deulu’r 

esgobaeth. Eleni cawsom gwmni nifer fawr o 

ddarllenwyr lleyg hefyd.  Mae darllenwyr lleyg 

yn arfer gweinidogaeth leyg yn yr esgobaeth fel 

pobl sy’n ymroddedig i astudio’r Ysgrythurau 

a gwneud synnwyr ohonynt ar gyfer aelodau’r 

eglwys a’r gymdeithas ehangach yn gyffredinol. 

Y litwrgi esgobaethol mawr nesaf yn yr Eglwys 

Gadeiriol fydd yr Ordeinio 

ddiwedd mis Mehefin, pan 

fyddaf yn ordeinio diacon 

newydd ac offeiriad newydd 

i weinidogaethu yn ein 

hesgobaeth. Ar yr achlysur 

hwnnw, yn ogystal, bydd tyrfa 

fawr yn ymgasglu i gefnogi 

ein hordinandiaid mewn 

gweddi wrth iddyn nhw 

ddechrau ar bennod newydd 

o wasanaethu. Mae’r Eglwys 

yn bodoli i wasanaethu’r byd. Rwy’n cofio merch ifanc yn dweud 

flynyddoedd yn ôl, “Fy nod mewn bywyd yw adeiladu pont 

gyfeillgarwch rhyngof â phawb rwy’n eu cyfarfod, fel y gall Iesu 

gerdded ar ei hyd.”  Efallai nad oes diffiniad gwell na hynny o’n 

cenhadaeth.  Mae adnabod Iesu, fel Cristion, yn golygu dechrau 

byw bywyd tragwyddol yn awr, gan ddod o hyd i gyfeiriad a 

ffynhonnell gwydnwch mewn bywyd sy’n trawsffurfio popeth. 

Dyma’r antur yr ydym yn cael ein galw i ymgymryd â hi. Yr ydym 

ni, sydd eisoes yn ffurfio’r Eglwys (hynny yw, y bobl sydd wedi 

cael eu casglu i braidd Iesu) hefyd yn cael ein galw i ddod yn 

asiantau gwytnwch yn y byd, fel y gall bendith Duw weddnewid 

bywydau pob un ohonom yn rhywbeth gwych ac achubol. Fel 

ein Heglwys Gadeiriol, mae ein holl adeiladau eglwysig i fod 

yn demlau o’r genhadaeth hon, yn gwasanaethu cariad y Duw 

byw: yn byrth at dragwyddoldeb. Mae’n weledigaeth feiddgar. 

Gweddïwn y bydd Duw yn ei gwireddu.

Bishop Gregory 
writes            

Ysgrifenna Esgob 
Gregory 

Please pray for 

Jonathan Skipper and 

Phil Carey, who will 

be ordained Priest and 

Deacon respectively 

on 27th June 2015 

at 1100am in the 

Cathedral  

A wnewch chi weddïo 
dros Jonathan Skipper 
a Phil Carey, a fydd 
yn cael eu hordeinio 
yn Offeiriad ac yn 
Ddiacon yn eu trefn 
am 11 o’r gloch ar 27 
Mehefin 2015 yn yr 
Eglwys Gadeiriol 
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Protest in the cathedral! Darren Millar is Assembly 

Member for Clwyd West 

When the Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board 

announced plans to scrap doctor-led maternity services at 

Ysbyty Glan Clwyd it led to a massive public outcry across 

North Wales – especially in Conwy and Denbighshire and 

it wasn’t long before local campaigners organised a protest 

rally in Rhyl which attracted thousands of concerned 

members of the public. 

Naturally, as local elected representatives, Vale of Clwyd 

AM Ann Jones and I wanted to listen to community 

concerns and provide an opportunity for our constituents 

to raise these directly with Health Board representatives. 

To assist in achieving these objectives we decided to hold 

a public meeting.

Usually such meetings are held in school halls or community 

centres, but with thousands having already attended a 

protest march in Rhyl to demonstrate their objections to 

the Health Board’s plans, we anticipated a large turnout to 

our meeting and significant media and press interest.

 Church buildings are often overlooked as venues for such 

events but having looked at a range of options it became 

clear that St Asaph Cathedral offered us everything we 

required. As well as being a large and adaptable venue with 

sound equipment and excellent lighting for broadcasters, 

it is centrally located for Conwy and Denbighshire with 

easy access from the A55 trunk road, enabling people 

from across North Wales to attend. 

On the night, our expectations were met, with hundreds 

poured into the Cathedral to make their views known. 

Questions and concerns were heard from pregnant 

mothers, NHS doctors, staff and the wider public and 

representatives of the British Medical Association and 

the Royal College of GPs outlined their opposition to the 

Health Board’s proposals.

Towards the end of the meeting the Bishop of St Asaph, 

Gregory Cameron,  summed up the mood of those who 

gathered and expressed his own concerns - he received a 

spontaneous standing ovation for his contribution. 

We continue to fight these proposals but the cathedral 

proved itself to be an excellent venue and clearly 

demonstrated the value of ecclesiastical buildings as assets 

for the whole community – not just the congregations 

who gather in them for religious services. 

 Using church buildings for non-religious purposes can help 

to build a bridge between the Church and the communities 

that we are called to serve; a bridge over which a warm 

welcome can be given and the Gospel can be shared.

Plans for the cathedral from Jackie Feak  

St Asaph Cathedral is long overdue some toilets and 

somewhere to get a lovely cup of tea or coffee and cakes. 

This project is still going forward, but right now things are 

looking a lot more positive. The cathedral has received a 

legacy, applications are being made to small grant giving 

organisations to fund the rest, tenders for the archaeology 

are in and the archaeological survey, the first phase of the 

work, will be starting soon.

The aim is to make the Cathedral more welcoming, 

more comfortable and more attractive for all users: 

congregation, diocesan family, pilgrims, educational visits, 

tourism visitors and the local community.

The eventual plan is to have an extension with toilets and 

a tearoom, with visitor information and displays telling the 

stories of the Cathedral and its history. This will hopefully 

allow us to be included on coach tour itineraries and 

attract many more visitors to our beautiful building. 

But it’s not just the tourists we want to benefit. We’ve 

heard from a number of members of the diocese that a trip 

to the Cathedral is not a particularly attractive prospect as 

there are no refreshments or facilities waiting at the end. 

We want to make a visit to the mother Church of St Asaph 

Diocese an enjoyable experience for all members of the 

diocesan family.

We also want the Cathedral to be accessible to the 

local community, and will be offering the tearoom as 

community rooms for meetings and gatherings. We’d like 

to be able to have family services or even Messy Church 

in the Cathedral (not practical at the moment with small 

children and the lack of loos..!) But as this may take a little 

while to get off the ground, right now we’re looking into 

the possibility of having a temporary tearoom in the space 

we have. Watch this space…    

Looking out… going in…



Light in the cathedral! 
Ann Atkinson tells us more  
The North Wales International 

Music Festival (NWIMF) is a festival 

of classical music held annually in 

September/October in St. Asaph 

Cathedral. The theme for the 2015 

festival is ‘Light’. Founded in 1972 by 

the celebrated Welsh composer William 

Mathias, the Festival is 43 years old 

this year and has long been an 

important item on the cultural 

calendar of North Wales. St 

Asaph Cathedral was chosen 

by Mathias for its very special 

acoustic properties. Unusually 

for a Cathedral, the acoustic 

can accommodate 

the larger forces of a 

symphony orchestra remarkably well 

and we welcome the BBC National 

Orchestra of Wales again this year. We 

are also conscious that the acoustic is 

especially suited to smaller ensembles, 

solo artists and indeed music from 

baroque and classical periods. We 

reflect this in our annual programming.

In recent years we have also built a 

strong educational and community 

engagement strand. The Cathedral is an 

exceptionally versatile space for hosting 

these projects, with plenty of room for 

workshops and displaying the children’s 

artwork. This year our educational 

project is entitled ‘the 

power of light’.

The dates for this year’s 

festival are September 

26th – October 3rd, 

with a launch concert on 

Sunday 20th September.

Mae Gŵyl Gerdd 

Ryngwladol Gogledd 

Cymru yn ŵyl o gerddoriaeth 

glasurol a gynhelir yn flynyddol 

ym mis Medi / Hydref yn Eglwys 

Gadeiriol Llanelwy. Y thema ar 

gyfer yr ŵyl 2015 yw ‘goleuni’.

Fe’i sefydlwyd ym 1972 gan y 

cyfansoddwr Cymreig enwog William 

Mathias, mae’r ŵyl yn 43 mlynedd oed 

eleni ac mae wedi bod yn eitem bwysig 

ar y calendr diwylliannol yng Ngogledd 

Cymru ers blynyddoedd. Dewisiodd 

William Mathias yr Eglwys Gadeiriol   

am ei nodweddion acwstig arbennig . 

Yn anarferol i Eglwys Gadeiriol, gall y 

acwstig ddarparu ar gyfer  grymoedd  

cerddorfa symffoni yn rhyfeddol o 

dda, ac rydym yn croesawu Cerddorfa 

Genedlaethol Gymreig y BBC eto eleni. 

Rydym hefyd yn ymwybodol bod yr 

acwstig yn arbennig o addas ar gyfer 

ensembles llai, artistiaid unigol ac yn 

wir cerddoriaeth o gyfnodau baróc 

a chlasurol. Rydym yn adlewyrchu 

hyn yn ein rhaglenni blynyddol. Yn y 

blynyddoedd diwethaf rydym hefyd wedi 

adeiladu llinyn addysgol a chymunedol 

cryf. Mae’r Eglwys Gadeiriol yn leoliad 

eithriadol o hyblyg i gynnal prosiectau, 

gyda digon o le ar gyfer gweithdai ac i 

arddangos gwaith celf y plant. Eleni, ein 

prosiect addysgiadol yw ‘pŵer golau’.

Y dyddiadau ar gyfer yr ŵyl eleni yw 26 

Medi - 3 Hydref, gyda chyngerdd lansio 

ar ddydd Sul 20 Medi.

St Asaph Cathedral choir is sending out 

a big “thank you” to people from the 

city and beyond for supporting them 

in a fund raising challenge. A charity 

“Hymnathon” was held at the Cathedral 

on 14th March to raise money for the 

repair and restoration of the Cathedral 

Song School. Opening in the morning 

with the Cathedral Choristers from the 

boys’ and girls’ choirs singing the hymn 

“All for Jesus”, the choristers sang over 

100 hymns throughout the day and 

closed the event with the hymn “Love 

Divine“. The event attracted a good 

audience, with some people staying to 

watch and listen for hours.

The Dean, the Very Revd Nigel Williams, 

said “The response to the Hymnathon is 

truly amazing, £2966 has been raised 

so far. The Song School is in desperate 

need of renovation as it has no proper 

heating system or insulation and needs 

to be rewired. We plan to make it 

much more energy efficient including 

installing secondary glazing. This is a 

fantastic start to our fundraising for 

the project.” he added that he would 

like to thank everyone who took part 

as well as those who came along and 

supported the challenge.

A total of £25,000 is needed to fund the 

repairs to the Song school. If you would 

like to know more about the project, 

please contact The Director of Music, 

Alan McGuinness at the Cathedral Song 

School (01745 584053) or 

organist@stasaphcathedral.org.uk.
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Hymnathon at 
the Cathedral 
raises almost 
£3000  



On Wednesday 15th April 2015 we 

held our special Jesus Day, asking the 

question ‘Who is Jesus to me?’  This 

followed a similar event last year when 

we asked the big question, ‘Who is 

Jesus, and how do I know?’

We began the day walking school 

wearing our non-uniform clothes in 

celebration of the special day ahead. 

Our school values were chalked all the 

way up the lane and in the hall there 

were prayer stations. 

These depicted key moments in the 

story of Jesus’ life: His birth, baptism, 

crucifixion and ascension.  The children 

enjoyed interacting with prayer in this 

way.

We were fortunate to have loaned 

the Prayer Labyrinth, which was very 

popular with children and staff alike.  

Comments from the children included 

‘I feel lost, I don’t know which way 

to go!’  and ‘It was exciting when I 

got to the middle and listened to my 

thoughts’.

In class the children were encouraged 

to consider our school’s Christian 

values of community, compassion, 

trust, wisdom and hope. The activities 

included making hearts and community 

circles during environmental art.

The older children compared paintings 

of two journeys; the journey of the 

Magi and Christ carrying the cross 

to Calvary. This encouraged great 

discussion amongst them about the 

journey between the celebration of 

Christ’s birth at Christmas and the 

events of Holy Week and Easter.

We completed our day with collective 

worship, thinking about people who 

are special to us. We tied yellow 

ribbons into a tree to remember those 

no longer with us, and then blew 

prayerful bubbles to celebrate and 

give thanks.

Jesus Day at 
Nannerch 
School 
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Focus on youth

When the youth forum was invited 

to speak at Governing Body, it was 

tempting. But when coupled with the 

day off school in order to do it, the 

offer was irresistible! A day out in 

Llandrindod Wells turned out to be a 

lot more rewarding than it might first 

have seemed.  As a Youth Forum, our 

main purpose is to communicate the 

thoughts and ideas of the youth in 

the diocese. At Governing Body, we 

had a chance to do just that. Not only 

by giving a presentation on what we 

stand for and what we aim to do, but 

also through questions from Governing 

Body, giving us a chance to speak our 

minds and shed light on, perhaps, 

some of the more controversial matters 

surrounding youth in the church.  

What are these controversial matters? 

I hear you ask. Why aren’t there many 

youths in the church? What could 

help to attract them?  And how can 

we help young Christians to be more 

in touch with their faith, especially 

in secular schools? “Youths might 

find liturgy difficult to understand, or 

even a bit boring.” This answer to the 

first question received some nervous 

laughter, but we maintained that, no 

matter how much we try to hide it, 

this is true, and we should address 

these matters with solutions, not avoid 

them. This set the tone for an honest 

question and answer session, which 

revealed some of the ideas that we 

had in our heads about youths in the 

church. How can we use technology to 

enhance worship? “We should utilize 

social media, facebook, twitter and 

other sites to further involve youths 

in faith.” “We should use the diocesan 

website, have a youth column, with 

events, information and even reflection 

on the week’s readings and news, but 

from a younger perspective.”

Is Church, the building, too old-

fashioned, and if so, where would we 

hold church? “Outside, on a nice day, 

so anyone walking past could see it 

and say, ‘that looks interesting’, and 

join in.” “On a beach, we could watch 

the waves and reflect on how God 

made everything.”

How do we allow Christians in schools 

to connect with their faith, even when 

in secular schools? “In our schools, the 

church, the Cathedral, are buildings 

we only use to do school concerts 

for most people; we aren’t told about 

the amazing history of the building 

on our doorstep! We need to make 

Christianity more acceptable; people 

shouldn’t be ashamed to want to pray 

during school time.” A great example 

of this is St Joseph’s High School in 

Wrexham. They are a church school 

for both Catholics and Anglicans. They 

have a chapel where you are free to 

go and pray, and other quiet spaces 

for reflection. We should incorporate 

things like this into our secular schools. 

They don’t even have to be specifically 

Christian, because we’re sure that 

people wish to explore their spirituality, 

even if they don’t follow a particular 

religion.

I’m sure that anyone that heard the 

presentation, and listened to the 

answers to the questions would 

agree that, although it could have 

been challenging at times, it was 

an eye-opening look into our 

thoughts as youths in the church.  

Brannon Liston-Smith, Age 14     

Youth Forum Communications 

Officer.

Youth Forum’s  
say on church 
matters  at the 
April meeting of 
the Governing 
Body    
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The Power of Prayer – 
Bringing 2020 Vision to Life

D
A

TG
LO

I E
IN

 P
O

TE
N

SI
A

L 
- U

N
LO

C
KI

N
G

 O
U

R 
PO

TE
N

TI
A

L

on and develop it, may be in collaboration with some 
of the pupils. Some excellent resources and ideas are 
available at Prayer Spaces in Schools 
www.prayerspacesinschools.com/ 
You can also pray for your school at the beginning 
and end of term, and contact them to ask if there is 
anything they would like you to specifically pray for. 
Perhaps leave a prayer suggestion box in the staff 
room and collect periodically. (If you also take cake 
that would be lovely too!)
Above all offer blessings and peace to the schools in 
your area and pray for them to be places of joy and 
happiness where all children flourish.  271 words
There is plenty more to learn more about good 
practise in Schools’ Ministry so to find out more check 
the latest edition of StAR or contact Sian Connelly 
on 01745 582245 or sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.
uk  The Power of Prayer resources are all available 
on the diocesan website and resources are added as 
new material becomes available. See www.stasaph.
churchinwales.org.uk/2020-vision/the-power-of-
prayer/power-of-prayer-resource-materials 

Making contact with your local school, primary or 
secondary, can be a very powerful way of reaching out 
to the children and young people in your community. 
We all worry sometimes about the lack of young 
people in our church buildings but we can certainly 
find plenty of them in schools! Have you thought 
about the schools in your area? Do you pray for the 
school? Have you heard of Prayer Spaces in Schools?
Schools and Prayer Spaces
Prayer spaces are a hot topic in schools at the moment. 
So what are they? A prayer space is an area where 
children are given the opportunity to pray, ponder 
questions and reflect on life. There is a specially 
prepared area or room set aside with stimuli that 
provoke thought, wonder, prayer and reflection.  There 
is a lot to consider in running a prayer space including 
preparation, communication with the school, people 
to supervise, ideas for activities and resources including 
materials. Once it has been established there needs to 
be some thought about what you might do to follow 

You could do this! 
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‘A hope and a future’     
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‘A hope and a future’ is a course which some people 
in the Hawarden area did together earlier this year 
and which they found inspiring as well as being fun! 
Led by Bill Crooks and Jackie Mouradian of Mosaic 
Creative, the course took place over three Saturdays 
and each session included Biblical reflection and a 
time of engaging with practical participatory tools 
that can be shared with church and community. The 
overall aim is that church members are envisioned 
with a passion for working with their communities 
on projects that will bring lasting, positive change. 
In addition, many of these tools are appropriate for 
helping churches plan and make decisions, as well 
as develop a culture of working together. The Bible 
studies were brought to life through the use of art 
and drama and the sessions also included energisers 
and learning games, prayer and reflection and yes- 
some homework!
The first Saturday focused on Isaiah 65 and the 
story of the woman who touched Jesus’ cloak and 
was healed (Mark 5:25 - 34). The aim of the session 
was to help people reflect on their vision for their 
church and community and to feel God’s heart for 
the poor and marginalised. The practical session 
concentrated on good listening skills, which is of 
course essential when trying to listen to God and 
to our communities, and so key to the rest of the 
course. 
The following session, the Biblical passage was the 
Feeding of the 5000. As this story appears in all 
four gospels it is clearly important and this story 
was used to help participants reflect on how God 
can create an abundance out of the little we have.  
Community maps were drawn and the needs and 
resources marked on them. Then the main issues 

were analysed by using a problem tree which 
highlights the effects and root causes of a problem. 

The third session was entitled ‘Discovering our 
way forward’.  Again the Bible passage chosen 
was definitely a challenging one, aimed at helping 
participants reflect on risk taking and focusing 
on Jesus in the storms of life. Anyone for a bit 
of water walking?! Yes, this was Peter, brave and 
embarrassing Peter doing something that had 
never even been considered before. He suggested 
it and Jesus enabled it – well until Peter lost his 
nerve. So human and, as with the hungry crowd, 
Jesus came to the rescue again!

There may not have exactly been walking on the 
water in the sessions (would that be a crowd puller 
or not?) but the sessions were enlivened by DVD 
film clips, some cartoon illustrations, music, and a 
series of monologues. And where else could one 
see a film based on Isaiah 58: 9-12, where the 
prophet talks of ‘rebuilding ancient ruins’! 



and, at times, great fun. Like trying to make the 
longest line, or when a selection of funny hats was 
tossed around and whoever’s head a hat landed 
on had to say something about the particular issue 
we were discussing. 

The three sessions have made me feel somewhat 
‘transformed’ but now comes the hard part – 
passing all the wonderful ideas on to my fellow 
church members and putting them into practice. 
The good-natured co-operation of all those who 
attended, and the fellowship it engendered, has 
now made the idea of forming ‘Mission Areas’ not 
so daunting, because I know our churches can 
work together and pool ideas and resources. So 
a very, very big ‘thank you’ to Bill and Jackie for 
their encouragement and for showing us how to 
realise our ‘vision’.
And lastly, a comment from another participant 
who said  ‘Develop the church by using the hot air 
balloon exercise’.  ‘What’s that?’ I hear you ask. Well 
here is your opportunity to find out for yourself. 
For further information about the course, please 
contact Sarah Wheat the Engagement Officer on 
01745 532596/582245 or 07909257899 or email 
sarahwheat@churchinwales.org.uk

Well, yes, we have a few ancient ruins, and quite a 
lot of more recent ones too, in our ever changing 
and challenging 21st century society. As in Isaiah’s 
time, the call from God is still to engage with the 
world around us. With the help of this course you 
could encourage the process of envisioning in your 
personal life and the life of your church and your 
local community.
In Jeremiah 29 verse 11 we see how the course 
came to have this name

Read the rest of this passage (Jeremiah 29: 10 – 14) 
to see what God promises his people when they 
obey him!
And just in case, before deciding to do this course 
in your area, you want to hear from someone who 
has already done it, this is what Sylvia Smith from 
St Mary’s Broughton has to say;
I found the whole course enlightening, stimulating 
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‘For I know the plans I 
have for you’ declares the 
Lord, ‘plans to give you a 
hope and a future’.  
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Heather Fenton, acting editor of Teulu Asaph, 
former editor of Bible Reading Fellowship’s Quiet 
Spaces magazine, and a founder of Coleg y Groes 
Retreat House in Corwen, shares an idea….
Churches may have them, schools may be thinking 
about having them, but what about having your 
own Quiet Space, right there in your home?   It 
may be hard to find a suitable space, but think 
about it and see what you can come up with- 
indoors or maybe outside in the summer (well in 
the shed perhaps?!)   It would be best if it was not 
anywhere too near whatever you think of as ‘work’ 
because what you have or haven’t done, or worse 
still dread doing, will draw your attention too 
easily! Somewhere to sit fairly comfortably would 
be good, although too comfortable and you may 
fall asleep! If you are younger or more agile you 
may even like to try getting hold of a prayer stool.
Next find a cross, or failing that make one with two 
sticks bound together with string and place it in 
something to hold it upright. This will act as a focal 
point. The other thing that would be good to get 
you started is a piece of cloth. Put the cloth down 
in your chosen spot, and put the cross on top of it. 
Now you have started!
Other articles can be places on the cloth so that 
the whole thing forms a visual focus. You may 
want to leave some things there for a while if they 
represent things you are praying for long term.
What else could you put there? Well the most 
obvious thing is a candle, but it does not have to 
be anything as traditional as that, and most other 
things don’t come with the statutory ‘health and 
safety’ warning! The best choice is something 
tactile; something you can hold in your hand 
during all or part of your prayer time and then 
leave as a token of your ongoing prayer. This could 
be a feather, an interesting stone you found on the 
beach sometime back, a leaf from the garden or 
even from the salad things in your fridge. Hold the 
item carefully and get to know it. Remember that 
God created it, and even if it came to you via Mr 
Tesco, it is still a wonder of creation. 
Being quiet here with whatever you have chosen 
will help you to slow down, to focus on God as 

creator; the cross reminding you of God the 
redeemer. Anyway use it to focus your prayer, and 
afterwards leave it in your ‘quiet space’ to remind 
you of your prayer.
One of my favourite items for adding to such a 
space are the skeletons of old leaves which you can 
still find sometimes at this time of the year. The 
winter has stripped them bare of all the part which 
used to be green, leaving just the structure. These 
were the channels of life; the life has gone but the 
wonderful structures remain and reveal an intricacy 
that would have been hard to see when the leaf 
was in its first flush of life.
Yes, I know you need to find the things. So for the 
time being ‘here is one I made earlier’, as they say 
somewhere! You don’t need a space, just a couple 
of minutes
Find a leaf, Any kind of leaf.
Get it from the salad box in the fridge,
A pot plant, a hedge or a garden.

Take the leaf and turn it over and over in your 
hand. Look at the shape, Look at the colour, See 
the structure, Observe the colour. Feel the texture           
Taken from Quiet Spaces ‘Tomorrow’ © Heather 
Fenton 2011
I am wondering about the idea of having a Quiet 
Day where participants could explore the idea of 
making a Quiet space either for themselves or their 
church. Please let me know if you if are interested in 
this idea by email to me at revheather@btconnect.
com 
Brf still publish Quiet Spaces and more information 
can be found at www.biblereadingnotes.org.uk/
quiet-spaces 

Home prayer spaces    
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Mary Jones World, the new visitor and education centre 

created by Bible Society on the edge of Lake Bala, re-

opened for the summer season on 1st  April. The centre 

offers the opportunity to discover the story of Mary Jones 

and Thomas Charles and learn about the impact of the 

world’s best-selling book, not only in Wales, but the rest 

of the world.

Head of Bible Society Wales, Christine Daniel, said 

‘At Mary Jones World visitors follow Mary’s journey to 

Thomas Charles and explore what happened next through 

interactive displays, exhibits and activities. Some people 

who come to the Centre have never read the Bible before 

or don’t read it very often. Through the exhibits here, there 

will be a real opportunity for people to see the influence 

the Bible has had on everyday life.’ 

Nerys Pritchard, Education Officer and Centre Manager at 

Mary Jones World, added, ‘Mary Jones World serves as 

an important reminder of the Bible’s impact on our nation. 

Over the last few months we have been able to welcome 

schools, community groups, and visitors from oversees. 

We are very grateful to the people of Bala for all their help 

and support, and we look forward to giving a visitors a 

warm welcome.’

Mary Jones World is open daily from 1 April to the 31 

October.  Full details of current opening times and prices 

can be found on our website:   www.bydmaryjonesworld.

org.uk  Schools can book to visit the centre.  As a special 

offer, we are happy to offer reduced price entry (£1 

off adult tickets or £2 off a family ticket) to readers 

of Teulu Asaph who bring a copy of the paper (or 

relevant page of the paper) with them during July. 

 

As the Engagement Officer for the diocese, part of my 

role is to encourage and support churches to embrace the 

2020 Vision ethos of engaging with their communities. 

Such involvement may mean working with those people 

who need extra support because of factors like debt, food 

poverty, and loneliness, or physical and mental ill health 

problems.

Many churches are already doing this; reaching out to 

those in need and offering support in many ways.  They 

may be offering foodbanks, free or low cost meals or 

help people with drug and alcohol addiction or housing 

problems.  It is humbling and heartening to see churches 

walking alongside those who need it most and helping 

them on this sometimes difficult journey. 

If you are offering support to those in need in your 

community, I would like to hear from you.  I want to build 

up a picture of what is going on in our diocese and to be 

able to offer other churches looking to offer support in 

their communities’ examples of good practice.  This work 

can sometimes be very challenging and I would like to 

hear what support would enable churches to do this work 

even more effectively. 

If you feel you have skills that could be useful to support 

churches to work more effectively with those in need of 

support I would also like to hear from you.  My aim is to 

hold a meeting of likeminded people who want or are 

working for social justice in their communities and those 

who would like to offer their skills and experience of 

working with those in need.

Please email me at sarahwheat@churchinwales.org.uk or 

telephone me on 01745 532596/582245 or 07909257899.

Around the Diocese
Mary Jones World set 
to open for the holiday 
season     

Working together to 
support those most in 
need in our communities    
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Eich Newyddion chi

Following what appears to be a gap of in excess of 40 

years, it is proposed that a Welsh Holy Eucharist service 

will be held once again at St Cystennin’s Church, it is 

hoped that the local Welsh community will join together 

to support this proposal to reintroduce welsh services to 

St Cystennin’s. If the service is successful it is hoped to 

continue the services bi-monthly.  The date for the first 

service will be 5th July at 3 pm. Welsh learners will be 

made very welcome.

Y mae dros 40 mlynedd wedi mynd heibio er pan 

cynheilwyd Gwasaneth Cymmun trwy yr iaith gymraig yn 

eglwys St Cystennin ger Mochdre, ac mae pendarfyiad 

wedi ei wneud fydd gwasanaeth gymraig yn cal ei  gynal 

ar  y 5ed o Gorffenaf am 3 or’gloch yn yr eglwys. Yr 

ydym yn gobeithio fydd y cyhoedd cymraig yn yr ardal yn 

cefnogi y fentir  i ddod a gwasanaethau cymraig yn ol ir 

eglwys hon. Croeso cynnes i ddysgwyr cymraeg.

A service of light at Christchurch Bala

Cynhaliwyd Gwasanaeth Goleuni yn yr Eglwys ar Nos 

Sadwrn, Ebrill 4ydd.Noson sych, gyda awel fain, gyda 

awyr lwyd. Wrth i’r gynulleidfa ddod at ddrws yr eglwys 

roeddent yn mynd heibio tân a gynnwyd ar gyfer goleuo  

cannwyll newydd Y Pasg. Roedd hyn yn ei hun yn arwydd 

bod gwasanaeth yn yr eglwys a fyddai yn ymwneud a 

ffynhonnell o oleuni.

Tu fewn roedd dwsinau o ganhwyllau amrywiol wedi’u 

gosod ar hyd ac ar led y lle. Nid oeddent yng nghyn. 

Ychydig olau oedd yn yr Eglwys digon i roi awyrgylch 

hyfryd ar ddechrau y gwasanaeth. Cafwyd datganiadau 

hyfryd gan y gerddorfa wrth i gannwyll y Pasg gael ei 

chario mewn prosesiwn a’u gosod o flaen y pulpud. Wrth 

i’r gwasanaeth fynd yn ei flaen goleuwyd mwy a mwy o 

ganhwyllau. Roedd hyn yn arwydd ein bod yn raddol fynd 

o’r tywyllwch gyda Dydd Gwener y Groglith tuag at oleuni 

Dydd Sul Y Pasg.  Canodd y gynulleidfa luosog emynau yn 

ymwneud â’r Pasg i gyfeiliant y gerddorfa. Nid rhai mwyaf 

gorfoleddus Y Pasg chwaith. Erbyn hyn roedd y canhwyllau 

yn creu cysgodion a rhoi naws arbennig ar gyfer derbyn y 

Cymun. Cafwyd unawd bwrpasol wrth i bawb gyfranogi 

o’r bara a’r gwin. Daeth y gwasanaeth i ben gyda’r Eglwys 

wedi’u goleuo gyda’r llu canhwyllau a hynny yn hynod 

effeithiol gan ei bod yn dywyll y tu allan erbyn hyn. Ni 

allai neb lai na gwerthfawrogi fod y gwasanaeth wedi bod 

yn deimladwy ac yn baratoad da iawn at ddathlu Y Pasg 

y diwrnod canlynol.

Arhosodd pawb i fwynhau yr ymborth a baratowyd ar 

gyfer Swper y Goleuni. Hyfryd oedd gallu cyd addoli, cyd 

fwyta a chymdeithasu gyda’n gilydd. 

Gwasaneth Cymmun trwy 
yr iaith gymraeg 

Eglwys Crist, Y Bala  
Gwasanaeth y Goleuni   



Your News

Sally Baird from Bistre church 

recommends

Part of what we hope to achieve through 

2020 vision is to grow disciples and I 

would like to recommend a resource 

that Bistre has been running since the 

beginning of 2014 called ‘Pilgrim’.  It is a 

series of 8 books and to date we have run 

four of them with great success attracting 

all ages, men and women, those new to 

faith and those more experienced. Here 

is a testimony from one of the younger 

members of the group.

‘The Pilgrim course so far has proven to 

be a perfect tool in a number of areas. 

First of all in preparing for Confirmation, 

as an immediate follow up to that, and 

to express a range of views with other 

like-minded church members on a weekly 

basis. By starting off at a level which is 

suitable for all regardless of previous 

experience with the Christian faith, this 

course has been able to use key texts 

and bible verses to spark discussion and 

expand our understanding of what it 

means to be a Christian, whilst preparing 

us to live according to relevant teachings. 

Overall, the course has provided a great 

focal point to expand knowledge, to 

renew a sense of mission in living as a 

Christian and for invoking a sense of 

belonging within our faith, whilst taking 

place in a relaxed and friendly social 

setting. I couldn’t recommend this course 

highly enough!’  

The photograph were taken at a recent 

session run as a Lent course where 

we were looking at Book 4 on The 

Beatitudes. It was very encouraging to 

see people working and supporting one 

another across parish boundaries as the 

neighbouring parish of Buckley decided 

to hold weekly compline using material 

from the same book. 

For more details see www.pilgrimcourse.

org where it explains that ‘Pilgrim: A 

course for the Christian Journey takes 

a different approach to other Christian 

programmes. It approaches the great 

issues of faith not through persuasion, 

but participation in a pattern of 

contemplation and discussion with a 

group of fellow travellers.

Pilgrim is comprised of two stages: the 

Follow stage for those very new to faith, 

and the Grow stage for those who want 

to go further. Each stage contains four 

short six-session courses which focus on 

a major theme of Christian life.’

Pilgrimage: a 
course for the 
Christian Journey   
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Your News

Looking for resources? Try Parish Buying

Give your children’s ministry a new 

splash of colour (and stock up on your 

tea & coffee too) Parish Buying aren’t 

just there for the one-off purchases – 

they cover the week-to-week stuff too. 

Craft supplies – perfect for Messy 

Church. Colouring pencils | stickers | 

paint | glitter glue | coloured card | 

crepe paper | feathers | and more. Free 

next day delivery & no minimum order. 

See the craft catalogue at http://viewer.

zmags.com/publication/f5deb37c#/

f5deb37c/1. Order online or talk to 

Parish Buying to open an account on 

0800 368 0887.   Tea & Coffee – Parish 

Buying have a range of refreshments 

available through Office Depot too! 

Visit the Office Depot website and click 

on ‘Facilities Management’ (includes 

Fairtrade options). Candles – If you 

need to replenish your candle supply and 

don’t want to trawl the web for a good 

price and the right size, why not try out 

Parish Buying’s suppliers?

You need to login to the Parish Buying 

website in order to access the discount 

codes. www.parishbuying.org.uk

Good Friday saw Polar Explorers Easter 

Journey when over thirty kids and their 

families joined in a journey that ended 

literally at the foot of the cross. 

We spent the morning making the props 

that were used in the all age worship, 

practicing the sound effects for the 

service, and rehearsing the passion of 

Good Friday. 

We especially enjoyed sitting in Holy 

Trinity church eating fish and chips!

A quiet service of music and meditations 

followed, beautifully led by St Thomas’ 

Choir, with a stunning solo by Luke 

Gardner. Easter Sunday saw the people of 

Rhyl up early to celebrate the resurrection 

at Sunrise on Rhyl seafront. Over 40 

members gathered by the lifeboat station 

to watch the sunrise on Easter Sunday 

and then have coffee and hot cross 

buns. A wonderful way to celebrate the 

resurrection.

The Easter celebrations concluded in Rhyl 

on April 19th when Bishop Gregory joined 

the people of Rhyl to license their new 

associate priests, Rev Glen Mansfield and 

Rev Stan Walker, and to commission the 

whole ministry for service. A full St Ann’s 

welcomed Glen and his friends from 

Aldershot for this really special occasion.

A Choral Festival, organized by Royal 

School of Church Music North Wales 

Area. Sunday 14th June, 2014 at St. 

Asaph Cathedral, directed by Rosemary 

Field - RSCM Deputy Director of 

Education: Rehearsal 14.00 to 16.00: 

Service at 17.00.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

is a festival service to commemorate 

the 800th anniversary of the signing 

of Magna Carta. Based on the theme 

of social justice, the service will include 

a wide selection of music. The service 

book features works by Margaret Rizza, 

Bernadette Farrell, James MacMillan 

and Philip Wilby among others, as well 

as an anthem composed by Malcolm 

Archer for the Magna Carta anniversary.

Music copies are available from North 

Wales Chairman Alan McGuinness: 

telephone (01745) 584053 or email: 

organist@stasaphcathedral.org.uk

Looking for 
resources? Try 
Parish Buying

Easter was a busy 
period in the life of 
the Parish of Rhyl  

Thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
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Eich Newyddion chi

We had a wonderful Rogation service 

at St Giles’ on Sunday May 10th with 

a procession around the outside of 

the church. Our new Vicar the Rev Dr 

Jason Bray sprinkled holy water and the 

congregation prayed for God’s blessing  

upon our Mission Area and the whole 

of the parish. We paused on every side 

of the church and spent time reflecting 

and praying for different aspects of 

the life and work of our parish. It was 

a lovely, creative way to pray together 

and we enjoyed the sense of connection 

that this gave to our worship, linking up 

what happens in church with all that 

goes on around us. 

On Ascension Day we went outside 

again, this time on the top of the tower 

for a Eucharist followed by a splendid 

breakfast. Hospitality and creative 

liturgy are things that we really enjoy 

at St Giles’ and we look forward to 

developing this further under Jason’s 

leadership and with the rest of our 

Mission Area team.

As part of the National Open Gardens 

Scheme the Archdeacon of Wrexham’s 

garden at The Rectory in Llandegla 

(LL113AW) will be open between 2pm 

and 6pm on Sunday 26th July together 

with other gardens in and around the 

village with refreshments available at 

three of the gardens. Parking is available 

in the village with a minibus available 

to take you to the outlying gardens. 

Combined admission is £6 with all 

profits to charity.

David Suchet reads the NIV UK version. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/

resources/audio/?recording=nivuk-

suchet

Neighbourhood Prayer Network aims 

to see every street in the UK covered 

in Christian prayer. There are a few 

in this diocese already! See  www.

neighbourhoodprayer.net

Churches from across the Diocese of 

St Asaph and St Asaph Cathedral are 

celebrating after securing £363,300 

collectively in grants. Five churches 

together with the Cathedral have received 

grants from the Government’s Listed Places 

of Worship Roof Repair Fund to address 

urgent roof repairs that will ensure the 

listed buildings are weather tight, safe and 

open for use.  Contact Tracey White on 

01745 582245 for information about the 

next round of applications later this year.

Please bear in mind that the August 

/ September issue has been brought 

forward, and the deadline for all 

material is 19 June and should be sent 

to comms.stasaph@churchinwales.org.

uk Photographs should be sent without 

reducing the number of pixels please. 

We are sorry that we cannot publish 

everything we are sent but you can see 

more stories at http://bit.ly/Mv8Rae 

©St Asaph Diocese 2015. Teulu Asaph 

is edited by Heather Fenton and printed 

by PWS Print Ltd. 

Outside at St Giles!  

National Open 
Gardens Scheme  

Deadline for Teulu 
Asaph copy and 
photographs A listening 

resource: 

A praying resource: 

Roof repairs 



Just where do the limits of our charity lie?  The news is so 

encompassing these days that every tragedy in the world 

is paraded in our living rooms.  A month ago it was an 

aircraft disaster, this month it’s an earthquake in Nepal.  

Next month?

It boils down to empathy and imagination.  If we see a 

broken-hearted mother, and we sense how the loss of 

our own children would feel, if we can imagine fleeing 

our own home collapsing around us; then we’re likely to 

give.  But suppose we could harden our hearts or imagine 

nothing beyond the lovely tea we will enjoy this evening.  

Which sort of person would we really like to be?

Christian Aid will not pass your details on to any other organisation.

Name     Address

              Postcode
Please make out Cheques to CHRISTIAN AID’S NEPAL EARTHQUAKE APPEAL
I enclose a cheque for £                       Please claim Gift Aid Tax                (Tick Box)

Please send all donations to :-
BANGOR CHRISTIAN AID OFFICE 106 HIGH STREET BANGOR, GWYNEDD, LL57 1NS

Christianity is a religion which prioritises empathy.  God 

was able to understand weakness and loved us so much 

that he entered the world to embrace it all on the cross.  

As it was for Jesus, so he would have us be: it is a message 

repeated in a thousand ways in the Gospels.

So when we read of another worthy cause, let’s not just 

turn over to the other channel; rather let us say a prayer:  

“Father, help me to love as you love, to respond as you 

responded”, and let us plan how much we can responsibly 

set aside in life to help others.  Who was it that said 

generosity is not measured by how much you give, but by 

how much you have left after you have given?

Bishop Gregory Cameron

“But surely Charity begins at home Vicar?”

CHRISTIAN AID’S NEPAL EARTHQUAKE APPEAL

8000 NEPALESE REPORTED DEAD

2.8 MILLION NEPALESE DISPLACED MORE THAN 14,355 INJURED

130,000 HOMES DESTROYED


