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How would God vote?



Why God would vote Yes

I would like to think He would vote “yes” 
from a scriptural perspective.  So we need 
to ask: how does scripture, especially the 
New Testament, inform us on the subject?
The Jesus of Luke’s Gospel is portrayed 
as one who values the role of women in 
the faith community.  In the resurrection 
narrative the news that Jesus has been 
raised is first conveyed to women – who 
were  not  believed by the men.  In John’s 
Gospel the risen   Christ  
appears first to Mary 
Magdalene. I may be naive 
but why is the greatest 
moment in Christian history 
witnessed by a woman if 
the role of women is to be a 
subservient one in the life of 
the Church?
In his letter to the Galatians 
in chapter 1 v 12 Paul states 
that what he preaches 
was revealed to him by 
Jesus Christ.  In the same 
epistle Paul teaches that 
through baptism we are all, 
regardless of gender, united with Christ.  
What that means for Paul comes out 
clearly in Galatians 3 v 27 – 28. For Paul 
being baptised into union with Christ 
means there is no difference between the 
sexes in His Church and kingdom.
Finally, contrary to what we have been led 
to believe, women were not excluded from 
ministry in the early Church.  I don’t believe 
either that women were excluded from 
leadership roles in the Jewish tradition.  
Diarmaid MacCulloch (professor of 
Church History at Oxford) says : “In Paul’s 
time there was active female leadership in 

the council of Jewish synagogues.  Jewish 
women sitting alongside Jewish men as 
Elders.”  In the epistles of Paul and in Acts 
several women are mentioned in the same 
breath as the apostles, as fellow workers 
in the service of Christ such as Phoebe, 
Priscilla and Junia.
Most of Church history before the 20th 
century was written by men and this 
may account for the restrictions placed 

on women in the ordained 
ministry.  Thankfully we 
now have women priests, 
many hold high office and 
women bishops should be a 
natural progression.
I believe that the New 
Testament recognised 
women in leadership roles.  
They had the authority of the 
Holy Spirit to exercise those 
roles in many capacities.  
Surely that is still true today?  
God would vote for women 
bishops because He still 
sees no distinction between 

male and female at any level of ministry.

The Governing Body of the Church in Wales 
is the group that governs the Faith, Order and 
Worship of the Church here.  The decision of 
whether or not to ordain women as Bishops 
in Wales is up to them. At their meeting in 
September they will vote on it.  However, it’s 
not as straightforward as it sounds because 
this vote will be in two parts. To begin with 

Venerable John Thelwell
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Why God would vote No 

I write this as a faithful, lifelong Anglican and 
feel strongly that God would vote ‘no’.This is 
because God himself is unchanging.  He has 
revealed himself most fully in the life and 
teaching of his Son, Jesus, who chose as his 
Apostles only men, in spite of the fact that 
his attitude towards women was radically 
different to the practice and teaching of the 
time. Probably the most important person 
in his life was his mother Mary, who was not 
chosen as an apostle.  Mary 
Magdalene was the first 
witness to the resurrection 
but was not chosen as an 
apostle.  Women present in 
the upper room on the day of 
Pentecost were not given the 
gift of becoming an apostle, 
although no doubt they were 
given other gifts of the Spirit.  
I am certainly not against 
the ministry of women as 
such, but holy orders were 
bestowed from the beginning 
on men and this tradition is 
maintained by the majority of 
Christians. 
It saddens me that the Anglican Church 
is tearing itself apart over this. We should 
remember that the Christian church as a 

whole still doesn’t ordain women to the 
priesthood or episcopate.  In fact within 
the Anglican Communion, there are still 
five Provinces which do not ordain women 
to any order, four which ordain only to the 
diaconate, and eleven which ordain only 
women deacons and priests. This is in no 
way a question of justice – the Church does 
not exist to please secular society. Indeed 
there are many matters where the teaching 

of the Bible and the Church 
is at odds with that of the 
world. 
Ordination of women as 
bishops has jeopardised the 
unity of the Church.  Relations 
are now strained with those 
who maintain the traditional 
faith – Roman Catholics, 
Orthodox and others, and 
within the Anglican Church, 
where women Bishops have 
been ordained.  The Bishop is 
to be a focus of unity within 
the Church, impossible if 
their orders are not accepted 

as valid by all.  By ordaining women to the 
episcopate the Church is going against our 
Lord’s express wish that ‘all may be one.’
It’s also sad that those who are in favour of 
the ordination of women seem determined 
to get their way at any cost and are not 
prepared to wait on the Lord or properly 
respect those of us who do not agree.  It 
seems to me that those who claim to be 
liberals are often the most illiberal, as they 
fail to recognise or respect any view but their 
own.  The Anglican Church must be seen as 
a tolerant Church holding together people 
of varying views.  

the Governing Body will vote on the principle 
of women being ordained as Bishops.  If that 
is passed it will only come into force when 
provision has been made within the Church 
in Wales for those who cannot accept women 
as Bishops.  This is part two.
Governing Body will meet in Lampeter on 
September 11 and 12.

Norah Roberts
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Rwy’n ymroddedig i annog yr Eglwys i agor pob gweinidogaeth 
ordeiniedig i’r ddau ryw, ond ar yr un pryd, yn ymroddedig 
i ganfod digon o le i ni fyw gyda’n gilydd er gwaethaf ein 
gwahaniaethau ar y mater hwn.

Mae gan yr Eglwys Efengyl i’w chyhoeddi: Mae Duw 
wedi datgelu yn Iesu beth yw ystyr bod yn gwbl ddynol, 
patrwm y gellir ei briodoli i fywyd yn ei gyfanrwydd.  
Serch hynny, mae bywyd bob amser 
yn dod â chwestiynau newydd 
i’n sylw, ac mae Cristnogion yn 
aml yn ymateb yn wahanol yn eu 
hatebion i’r cwestiynau hynny.  Yn 
aml, mae atebion gwahanol wedi 
gwahanu’r Eglwys, a chanlyniad 
y gwahaniaethau hynny drwy’r 
canrifoedd yw Cristnogaeth 
heddiw.  Unwaith y ceir rhwyg, 
mae’n anodd ei atgyweirio.

Felly, gydag unrhyw gwestiwn 
newydd, daw ail gwestiwn: sut dylai 
Cristnogion ymwneud â’i gilydd 
pan fyddan nhw’n anghytuno ar sut 
i ddilyn Iesu?  Mae’r traddodiad Anglicanaidd bob amser 
wedi ceisio bod yn “Eglwys eang”, yn cynnal atebion 
gwahanol iawn o fewn un frawdoliaeth.  Gall hyn arwain 
at gywelyaid digon rhyfedd: Offeren uchel-eglwysig 
mewn un Eglwys, a Chymun syml mewn un arall.  Serch 
hynny, hoffwn ddweud bod mater o’r fath yn dystiolaeth 
o wirionedd mwy sylfaenol: bod Crist, a disgyblaeth 
Gristnogol, yn fwy nag unrhyw draddodiad, a bod pawb 
sy’n dilyn Iesu hefyd yn cael eu galw i arddangos y cariad 
a’r goddefgarwch y mae Iesu wedi galw ei ddisgyblion 
i’w gael.

Un cwestiwn cymharol newydd yw’r cwestiwn ynghylch 
“esgobion benyw”.  Nid oes gennym hanes o alw 
merched i fod yn esgobion – ac i rai, yr unig reswm dros 
hyn yw rhagfarn hanesyddol; ym marn pobl eraill, mae’n 
ymwneud â’r modd y mae Duw wedi gosod y patrwm i’r 
ddynoliaeth a’r Eglwys.  Felly, rydym yn anghytuno. Un 
ffordd ymlaen fyddai i’n Heglwys ddefnyddio ei phrosesau 
i wneud penderfyniad - yng Nghymru, mae gennym Gorff 
Llywodraethol i wneud hynny - ac yna dweud y caiff 

unrhyw un sy’n anghytuno adael.  Ffordd arall ymlaen yw 
dweud:  “Mewn gwirionedd, mae’r ddwy ochr yn parhau 
i geisio bod yn ddisgyblion ffyddlon, ac oherwydd hynny, 

mae gan yr Eglwys ddyletswydd 
i greu digon o le i’r ddwy ochr 
fyw mewn un frawdoliaeth.”  Yn 
fy marn i, mae’n ymddangos 
yn amlwg mai’r ail ffordd yw’r 
ffordd Gristnogol, ond yn awr, 
mae gennym gwestion anoddach 
na’r cyntaf.  Os cawn ni esgobion 
benyw, sut gwnawn ni ddarparu ar 
gyfer y rhai sy’n anghytuno?  Os 
na rown ddigon o le, nid ydym 
yn cynnig goddefgarwch o gwbl, 
mewn gwirionedd; os darparwn 
yn ormodol, rydym mewn perygl 
o droi ein hesgobion benyw yn 
esgobion eilradd, yn gyfyngedig yn 

yr hyn y gallan nhw ei wneud.

Felly, pan fydd y Corff Llywodraethol yn cyfarfod ym 
mis Medi, bydd yn cael cyfle i wahanu’r ddau fater: 
gwneud penderfyniad ar yr egwyddor yn awr, a pheidio 
â gweithredu nes ein bod wedi meddwl mwy am yr ail 
fater, er mwyn ceisio canfod ateb sy’n rhoi lle a man 
diogel i’r rhai sy’n gwrthwynebu ar sail cydwybod, ond 
nad yw’n gwthio unrhyw esgobion benyw yn y dyfodol 
ar rôl fwy cyfyngedig na’u cymheiriaid gwryw.  Ni allwn 
brysuro’r Eglwys yn ei blaen, er cymaint y byddai rhai yn 
hoffi gwneud hynny, nes ein bod ni wedi treulio amser ac 
ymdrechu i wrando ar ein gilydd, a gwneud ein gorau i 
ganfod ateb lle gall pob Anglican ganfod ei gartref, beth 
bynnag yw ei argyhoeddiadau ar y mater hwn.

Beth am fy safbwyntiau i?  Rwy’n ymroddedig i annog 
yr Eglwys i agor pob gweinidogaeth ordeiniedig i’r ddau 
ryw, ond ar yr un pryd, yn ymroddedig i ganfod digon o 
le i ni fyw gyda’n gilydd er gwaethaf ein gwahaniaethau 
ar y mater hwn.

Bishop Gregory
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I am committed to urging the Church to open all ordained 
ministry to both genders, but equally, to finding the space 
for us to live together with difference on this issue.

The Church has a Gospel to proclaim: God has 
revealed in Jesus what it is to be fully human, a 
pattern which can be applied to all of life.  However, 
life is constantly throwing up 
new questions, and Christians 
often respond differently in their 
answers to those questions.  
Differing answers have often 
divided the Church, and today’s 
Christianity bears the legacy 
of divisions down through the 
centuries.  Once a tear is made, 
it is hard to repair.

So with any new question, 
there is a second question: 
how should Christians relate 
when they disagree on how 
to follow Jesus?  The Anglican 
tradition has always tried to be a “broad Church”, 
to hold together some very different answers in one 
fellowship.  This can lead to some pretty strange 
bedfellows: High Mass in one Church, simple 
Communion in another.  However, I’d want to 
say that such a state of affairs bears witness to a 
more fundamental truth: that Christ, and Christian 
discipleship, is bigger than any one tradition, and 
that all who seek to follow Jesus are also called 
to demonstrate the love and toleration that Jesus 
called his disciples to have.

One relatively new question is the question of 
“women bishops”.  We haven’t had a history of 
calling women to the episcopate – and for some this 
is only because of historical prejudice; for others it is 
about the way in which God has set the pattern for 
humanity and the Church.  So we disagree.

One way forward is for our Church to use its 
processes to make a decision – in Wales, we have 

a Governing Body to do that – and then to say 
that anyone who disagrees can leave.  Another 
way forward is to say:  “Actually, both sides are still 

trying to be faithful disciples, 
and therefore the Church has 
a duty to create enough space 
for both sides to live in one 
fellowship.”  To me, it seems 
obvious that the Christian way 
is the latter, but now we have 
a harder question than the first.  
If we do have women bishops, 
how do we make provision for 
those who disagree?  Too little 
space, and we are not really 
offering toleration at all; too 
much provision, and we risk 
turning our women bishops into 
second class bishops, limited in 

what they can do.

So when Governing Body meets in September, it 
will be given the chance to separate the two issues: 
to make a decision on the principle now, and not to 
act until we’ve given more thought to the second 
issue to try to find an answer which gives space and 
a secure place to those who conscientiously object, 
but which doesn’t push any future women bishops 
into a more limited role than their male colleagues.  
We can’t actually hurry the Church along, as much 
as some would like to, until we’ve spent time and 
effort listening to each other, and doing our best 
to find a solution in which all Anglicans can still 
find their home whatever their convictions on this 
matter.

My own views?  I am committed to urging the 
Church to open all ordained ministry to both 
genders, but equally, to finding the space for us to 
live together with difference on this issue.

Bishop Gregory
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Arddangosfa o’r Beibl Cymraeg i ymwelwyr yr Eisteddfod
Welsh Bible display for Eisteddfod visitors 

significance for the Welsh language 
and meant that a translation of 
the Bible was available in Welsh 
around the same time as it was in 
English. 
To celebrate this historic work at 
the Eisteddfod, St Asaph will have 
a presence on the maes and be 
encouraging visitors to travel to 
Wales’ newest City to see this 
famous work which is on display 
at the Cathedral.  
There will be guided tours by 
Welsh speaking staff and even 
“Bishop William Morgan” himself 
will be on hand to answer 
questions.
The Translator’s monument 
in the Cathedral grounds is 
dedicated to the men who made 
the Welsh Bible possible, and as 
such made a huge contribution 
to the preservation of the Welsh 
language.
During Eisteddfod week the 
Historic Mail Route Exhibition 
is also coming to the Cathedral.  
It shows how pioneers faced a 
long and perilous journey to 
bring mail into north Wales to 
connect our ancestors with 
the rest of the world. 

To book a free tour of the 
Cathedral during Eisteddfod week 
please call 01745 582245.
On Wed 7 August at 7.30pm 
the renowned musician Mervyn 
Cousins will perform an organ 
recital. Tickets are £5 at the door 
including refreshments. 

Mae ymwelwyr sy’n dod i’r 
Eisteddfod Genedlaethol yn Sir 
Ddinbych eleni yn 
cael eu hannog 
i fentro ychydig 
filltiroedd i fyny’r 
ffordd i weld 
y cyfieithiad 
Cymraeg cyntaf 
o’r Beibl. 
Mae gwaith yr 
Esgob William 
Morgan – a 
g y h o e d d w y d 
yn 1588 – o 
b w y s i g r w y d d 
aruthrol i’r iaith 
Gymraeg, ac roedd yn golygu 
bod cyfieithiad o’r Beibl ar gael yn 
Gymraeg oddeutu’r un pryd â’r 
Saesneg.  
I ddathlu’r gwaith hanesyddol 
hwn yn yr Eisteddfod, mi fydd 
cynrychiolwyr Llanelwy ar 
y maes, ac fe fyddan nhw’n 
annog ymwelwyr i fynd i Ddinas 
fwyaf newydd Cymru i weld y 
gwaith enwog hwn, sy’n cael 
ei arddangos yn yr Eglwys 
Gadeiriol.
Cynhelir teithiau wedi’u 
tywys gan staff sy’n siarad 
Cymraeg, ac fe fydd hyd yn 
oed “Esgob William Morgan” ei 
hun wrth law i ateb cwestiynau.
Mae cofeb y cyfieithwyr ar dir 
yr Eglwys Gadeiriol yn coffáu’r 
dynion hynny a wnaeth y Beibl 
Cymraeg yn bosibl, a thrwy hynny 
a wnaeth gyfraniad enfawr o ran 

cadw’r iaith Gymraeg yn fyw.
Yn ystod wythnos yr Eisteddfod, 

bydd Arddangosfa 
Llwybr Post 
H a n e s y d d o l 
hefyd yn dod i’r 
Eglwys Gadeiriol. 
Mae’n dangos 
sut wynebodd 
arloeswyr daith 
hir a pheryglus 
wrth gludo post i 
Ogledd Cymru er 
mwyn cysylltu ein 
hynafiaid â gweddill 
y byd. 
I archebu taith am 

ddim o amgylch yr Eglwys Gadeiriol 
yn ystod wythnos yr Eisteddfod 
ffoniwch 01745 582245. Nos 
Fercher, 7 Awst am 7.30pm, bydd 
y cerddor adnabyddus Mervyn 
Cousins yn perfformio ar yr organ. 
Tocynnau’n £5 yr un wrth y drws, 
yn cynnwys lluniaeth.

Visitors to this year’s National 
Eisteddfod in Denbigh are being 
urged to venture a few miles up 
the road to see the first translation 
of the Bible into Welsh.
Bishop William Morgan’s work 
– published in 1588 – is of huge 
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Tourism boost for St Asaph with £500k Cathedral plans

The Diocese of St Asaph has 
given a grant to the Cathedral to 
employ a part-time fundraiser for 
the next three years to bid for 
the money needed to make this 
project a reality.  The Cathedral 
has already started the funding 
by putting forward £30,000. For 

the Dean, key to this project’s 

success is to ensure anything 
done to the ancient building is 
in keeping with the worshipping 
community that has gathered in 
St Asaph since at least 1200 AD.
He added:
“The big challenge is that people 
of all faith and no faith come 
in and experience this building.  
More than anything else we need 

Religious tourism is the fastest 
growing tourism in the world 
and St Asaph Cathedral is hoping 
a £500,000 refurbishment 
will help to attract even more 
visitors in years to come.
The Cathedral has started a 
fundraising project which will 
see the 1960’s extension of 
the Cathedral refurbished 
to create one large room 
which can be split into two 
as well as putting in brand 
new toilet facilities.  
Once this work is 
completed a final phase will 
see the Cathedral “interpreted”.  
This means working on the 
experience for every visitor 
coming in to the building and 
could include audio tours and 
eventually a tea-room.
These final plans are in their 
very early stages and the Dean, 
Very Revd Nigel Williams says a 
tea-room would only happen if 
the Cathedral was successful in 
increasing tourism.
He said:
“If you have two coaches coming 
in every day it’s between 80 
and 100 people which is on top 
of those already coming so that 
is quite a significant difference.
“If we can do that it will be really 
worth our while and worthwhile 
for the whole community to 
have a tea room.  We are aiming 
that at the people who come 
and visit the Cathedral.”

to remember the encounter that 
has been there for generations 
with our Lord himself and the 
way that affects people will be 
different for everyone.  
“For some it might be through the 
stained glass, for some it might 
be by those ancient manuscripts 
which remind us of the prayers 

taken down through the 
centuries.  For others it might 
just be finding solace in a side 
chapel – just that quiet space.  
That’s our aim, that’s what we 
want to do.”
On Friday 19 July the Cathedral 
officially launched the project 
which it’s hoped will be 
completed by 2016. 
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Church News

St Asaph Cathedral was packed on 

Petertide to welcome a nurse and a 

rugby coach to the ministry. Lorraine 

Badger-Watts from Llandegla and Sam 

Erlandson from Ruabon both became 

Deacons as Bishop Gregory laid his 

hands on them during the Ordination 

service. Lorraine is a haematology 

research nurse and has now started 

serving as Assistant Curate in the 

Parishes of Petryal and Betws yn Rhos.  

Sam – who coached community 

projects with the Cardiff Blues during 

his theological training – is now serving 

as Assistant Curate in the Parishes of 

Llay, Rossett and Isycoed. Meanwhile 

the Bishop ordained two Deacons as 

Priests during the service. Reverend Dr 

Lesley Cooke will continue to serve in 

the Rectorial Benefice of Hawarden and 

Reverend Elaine Atack in the Rectorial 

Benefice of St Asaph. During the service, 

the Archdeacon of Montgomery the 

Venerable Dr Peter Pike preached from 

Matthew 16 where Jesus asks “Who do 

you say that I am?”.

Archdeacon Peter encouraged us to 

see Jesus more clearly and addressing 

Sam and Lorraine he said: “You are to 

be faithful to serve, ready to teach and 

be constant in prayer.  Rely completely 

on the Holy Spirit.  Just like the rest of 

us there will be times when you will 

fail in your intentions but nevertheless 

rejoice in the one whose power is 

made perfect in weakness.” He then 

addressed Lesley and Elaine who were 

ordained as Priests and added: “Your 

primary duty is to live and proclaim the 

Gospel of salvation and bring healing 

to the sick, that the world may come 

to know of the Lord’s glory and love. 

Who is sufficient for these things? Not 

me and not you. Your ministry is to be 

hidden in Jesus Christ our great High 

Priest and always offered in His name.”

Commenting on the service Lorraine 

said: “It’s been amazing, really good 

and I’ve enjoyed every minute of it. You 

feel the Bishop lay his hands on your 

head and it is such a special moment 

that I think I will remember forever.”

Sam is looking forward to getting stuck 

in and said: “Today has been really 

good and I’m sure it will take a lifetime 

to work out what happened today. 

Now I’ll try and get a good night’s 

sleep this evening and then it will be a 

service in the parish tomorrow where I 

will try and remember as many people’s 

names as I can!” Commenting on the 

ordinations, Bishop Gregory said: “I am 

delighted to welcome our new Priests 

and Deacons to the Diocese of St Asaph.  

“A mixture of youthful enthusiasm and 

experienced wisdom, they will bring 

new perspectives and ideas to a Church 

which is seeking to build a bold future.”

Rugby Coach and 
Nurse ordained
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In 2011 the Bench of Bishops 

commissioned a review to ensure that 

the Church in Wales was fit for purpose 

heading towards its centenary in 2020.  

Published last summer, the Review made 

50 recommendations to the Church and 

the one that stands out is a move away 

from the Parish system towards “Ministry 

Areas” or, as we’re calling them in St 

Asaph, “Mission Areas”.

Mission Areas take what is best of our 

Deaneries and grow out of them, with 

laity working alongside the clergy to 

serve much larger areas than our current 

Parishes.  Now, Revd Philip Chew and 

Reader Huw Lloyd are working as 

advocates for the Diocese of St Asaph 

so we know exactly where this process 

is up to. They’re keen for us to recognise 

that this is about growth.  Not only that, 

it has a theological perspective.

When Jesus gathered his disciples 

together on a mountain in Galilee in 

Matthew 28 He said: “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to 

me.”  At this point He could have said 

anything He wanted to.  If He has all 

authority then what He said next must 

be of fundamental importance.

And it was.  “Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptising them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.”

Jesus taught us to go and make 

disciples.  He didn’t teach us go and sit 

in our Churches or go and preserve our 

buildings.

That’s why the Church in Wales Review 

is so important.  It’s not designed to 

manage decline, it’s a bold vision to 

enable future growth.

One of the key ways to see that growth 

is through Mission Areas.  A Mission 

Area empowers God’s people to go out, 

not focus inwardly on the Church.

It’s something Revd Philip is keen to see 

the Diocese embrace.  He said:

“Ultimately, this Review means that the 

key sacrament is baptism, not ordination.  

The Church is a movement of people – 

baptised in the name of the Father, the 

Son and the Holy Spirit – not a building 

with a single Vicar who does all the 

work.

“In practice this means that all baptised 

members of the Church are called to 

‘seize the day’ and be part of Mission 

Areas.”

The idea of a Mission Area is already 

being developed in Dyffryn Clwyd, 

Cedewain and Bro Elfod.  In the coming 

months Philip and Huw will develop a 

tool box of things that are working well 

and they would love your input.  You can 

contact Philip on revpchew@gmail.com 

or Huw on dholloyd@yahoo.co.uk 

Revd Martin Snellgrove has started 

work as Rector of the Corwen Group of 

Parishes as well as Area Dean of Penllyn 

and Edeyrnion.

Martin – who has learnt Welsh 

during his time in Wales – has already 

conducted some school assemblies in 

Welsh and says the staff have been very 

nice to him even though he’s bound to 

have made a couple of mistakes!

He takes over in Corwen from Revd 

Canon John Lomas who served there as 

Transition Missioner and is now looking 

after the Bangor Group of Parishes 

south of Wrexham.

Meanwhile Bagillt and Flint have 

welcomed the Revd John Geary as 

Associate Priest.  He is working alongside 

Revd Brian Harvey and has come to us 

from the Diocese of Manchester.

Church in Wales 
Review – Ministry’s 
not just for Clergy

Inductions around 
the Diocese
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Pilgrims from the Deanery of Mathrafal walked from Meifod 

to Dolanog along the Vyrnwy Valley. The eight-mile walk 

began with a pilgrim’s prayer at Meifod Church led by 

the Area Dean Revd Pam Powell.  Pam accompanied the 

group along Glyndwr’s Way to the historic Meeting House 

at Dolobran, where they were welcomed by local Quakers.  

Pilgrims then they made their way via the Royal Oak Inn to the 

John Hughes Chapel at Pontrobert where the Custodian, Nia 

Rhosier, showed them the historic building and told the story 

of its founder and his pupil Ann Griffiths.    After tea served 

by church and chapel members in the Community Centre 

the pilgrims made their way to the Ann Griffiths Memorial 

Chapel where the Revd Peter Williams led them in worship 

and gave a further insight into the life of the great Welsh 

poet and hymn writer.  John Hainsworth who organised the 

pilgrimage said: “Walkers came from Wrexham, Llangollen, 

Denbigh, Llansanffraid and Glyn Ceiriog among other places, 

and for many it was their first visit to this lovely part of 

mid Wales. They enjoyed its beauty, the fellowship of their 

journey and the warmth of their welcome along the way.”

Church in Wales Schools across the Diocese are being invited 

to take part in producing a permanent memorial for the Year 

of Pilgrimage. Each school has been given one scallop shell 

– a traditional symbol of a pilgrim.  They  are being asked 

to decorate the shell as beautifully as they can and once the 

shells have all been collected, the plan is to create a sculpture         

of a fish with each shell forming one 

of the scales. The first shell 

submitted for the project was 

painted by children at Ysgol 

Trelawnyd, representing 

the Gop Hill. Diocesan 

Schools Officer Simon 

Cameron said: “The fish 

has been a Christian 

Mathrafal Pilgrims 
enjoy Church history

symbol since the days of the early Church, 

where the ICHTHYS was used by Christians 

to identify themselves.  It also features in the 

legend of St Kentigern, where he recovered 

the Queen’s lost ring from a salmon so it’s 

a doubly fitting theme for our pilgrimage memorial.” 

Now local artist Neil Dalrymple of Ruthin is pondering how 

to turn 50 scallop shells into a pilgrim fish. Once finished, it 

is hoped that the sculpture can be displayed in the 

Cathedral.

Dydd Iau 13eg Mehefin bu i blant Blwyddyn 6 Ysgol Beuno 

Sant bererindota gyda’u hathrawes dosbarth a ffrindiau’r 

ysgol, i’r Cwfaint yn Dolgellau, lle bu iddynt gyfarfod gyda’r 

lleianod sy’n byw yno. Cawsom groeso cynnes dros ben, te 

a chacennau yn ein disgwyl, gwasanaeth yn y capel gyda’r 

lleianod ac yna sgwrs gyda’r gymuned yn y parlwr.  Roedd gan 

y plant amrywiol gwestiynau i’w gofyn - yn holi’r lleianod am 

bob math o bethau yn ymwneud gyda bywyd yn y cwfaint. 

Dysgodd y plant bod y lleianod yn byw bywyd syml iawn a’u 

bod wedi rhoi eu bywyd yn gyfan gwbl i wasanaethu Duw 

trwy weddi. Daethant i gyd i’r canlyniad bod y bywyd hwn yn 

rhy annodd iddynt hwy - annodd fyddai rhoi heibio gymaint 

o bathau materol sydd wedi dod yn rhan mor bwysig yn ein 

bywydau e.e. teledu, gemau cyfrifiadur, y rhyddid i fynd a 

dod fel y dymunwn, cael byw gyda theulu a ffrindiau ayyb.

Diolch i’r lleianod ac i’r ffrindiau ddaeth gyda’r plant a minnau 

i’r cwfaint. Profiad arbennig a bendithiol inni gyd. 

Children from Ysgol Beuno Sant made a pilgrimage to the 

Convent in Dolgellau in June to meet the Carmelite sisters 

who live there.  They received a very warm welcome from 

Mother Superior – Sister Ruth and all the community sisters. 

Schools taking part in shell 
competition

The Pilgrim’s Pullout

Pererindod i’r 
Cwfaint yn Dolgellau
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Sixteen pilgrims from across the Diocese, including some 

members of Mynydd Isa Local Ecumenical Partnership 

gathered at Pantasaph Friary in July to walk the Stations of 

the Cross. The walk was organised and led by Revd Sally 

Baird from the Parish 

of Bistre.   Among the 

walkers was John Greenwood who said: “We 

braved the showery, cool afternoon to follow the Stations of 

the Cross through the woodland up the hillside at the back 

of the Friary.  At each station we shared a reading followed 

by prayer and a Taize chant, and at the final station by the 

empty tomb we concluded by singing ‘We shall go out with 

joy’.” Anyone can walk the Stations of the Cross at Pantasaph 

Friary.  The route winds through the woods at the Friary, 

finishing with a huge cross and a small chapel at the top of 

the hill.  For more details please visit www.pantasaph.org.uk.

A mix of congregations, choirs and clergy from the Dee Valley 

Deanery visited St Asaph Cathedral in June. As part of their 

Year of Pilgrimage programme they enjoyed afternoon tea, 

a Cathedral guided tour and Sung Evensong during the visit. 

23 pilgrims from the Rectorial Benefices of Rhos-Cystennin 

and Llandudno joined together for a 10 mile “Well Walk” in 

May.  The pilgrimage connected worshippers from the Diocese 

of St Asaph with the Diocese of Bangor. They began at St 

Cystennin’s Church and Well in Llangystennin before heading 

to St Tudno’s Well on the Great Orme in Llandudno.  On 

route they visited St Sadwrn’s Well in Craigside and St Mary’s 

Well in Llanrhos.  Before setting off each pilgrim was given 

a shell to remind them of the pilgrim life of each and every 

person.  In every place a short service was held and pilgrims 

were encouraged to think about their own personal journey 

of faith as well as their corporate journey of faith as a church. 

Each well on the route is accessible to the public except for St 

Tudno’s Well which is situated on private land 

and permission was needed to walk 

through the farmer’s field. 

On Trinity Sunday Brian 

Topping from St Paul’s Church 

walked from Colwyn Bay to 

St Asaph. When the Year of 

Pilgrimage was proclaimed back in 

May 2012, Brian said he would walk from 

St Paul’s Church to the Cathedral.  He was also sponsored 

with proceeds of his walk being shared between the St John 

Ambulance Colwyn Bay Division and the Parish of Colwyn 

Bay. After attending the 8.30 Eucharist, he arrived at The 

New Inn, St Asaph at 1.40 where other parishioners had 

arranged to meet him for the last part of his journey. Fifteen 

of us joined the congregation at the Cathedral for Evensong, 

where the Dean presented Brian with a Pilgrim Shell and his 

passport was stamped.

The Pilgrim’s Pullout

Pilgrims gather at Pantasaph for 
Stations of the Cross

Two Dioceses 
join up for Well pilgrimage

Passport 
stamped 
after 13 mile 
pilgrimage

Dee Valley Deanery visit 
the Cathedral

11



In the Spotlight - Readers

Between June 2012 and June 2013 Readers contributed to 
2251 services in the Diocese of St Asaph.
The staggering figure was presented to the Annual 
General Meeting of Readers in Gresford back in June and 
demonstrates just how important this ministry is to the 
life of the Church.  Readers can be described as men and 
women who offer the Church a teaching, preaching and 
pastoral ministry in a lay capacity.
Revd Steven Green, the Warden of Readers is keen to 
see more people come forward to serve in this role – 
particularly in light of the Church in Wales Review.
One of the key recommendations in the Review is a move 
towards ministry teams which involve a mix of clergy and 
laity engaging with local communities.  That means that 
Readers will become more important than ever.
“I think Reader ministry has a particular role, certainly in 
scattered rural communities,” Steven explains.  “These are 
the people, along with the Churchwardens, who are the 
recognised faces of the Church.  Not every Church may 
have a Priest but every Church has people that others can 
recognise have a ministry in the Church and that can be 
a good source of contact and encouragement for others.”
For some, Reader Ministry can be part of a “stepping-
stone” approach to full ordained ministry.  Phil Carey is a 
Reader in Wrexham and has now been accepted to train 
for non-stipendiary ministry.
“I think being a Reader is more the preaching and teaching 
side of ministry whereas being a Priest is all sides of 
ministry,” he reflects.  “Being able to preach and teach and 
take part in certain activities as a Reader, taking funerals, 
Eucharistic ministry and that side of it has helped my 
decision and my calling to go forward for the ordained 
ministry.”
Phil will begin his training in September but says Reader 
ministry is still a vital part of the Church in Wales:
“I think that Reader ministry is a distinct ministry through 
its preaching and teaching – I have loved every minute of 
it.”
Dorothi Evans joined the Diocese of St Asaph from the 
Welsh Presbyterian Church and felt called to train as a 
Reader.  It wasn’t a smooth process as she was taken ill 

during the training, but with the support of the college, 
tutors, the Rector and her family she saw it through to the 
end and is now serving as a Reader in the Parish of Bala.  
She reflects: “I’m thoroughly enjoying my involvement with 
the Church as a Reader because being in a small parish 

you become involved in Church life and you know the 
people.  It’s about preaching and it’s also about being out 
there – it’s not just about preparing a sermon for Sunday.”
During the Readers’ Day on Saturday 8 June there was a 
lot of talk about Readers being a bridge.  Not just between 
clergy and laity but also between Christians and the local 
community.  That’s something that was brought into sharp 
focus for Dorothi one memorable morning.
“I had a big buzz one Sunday.  I was walking to Church 
with a Bible in my hand and two young boys passed me,” 
she recalls.  “One said to the other: ‘she’s a God woman’ 
and the other said ‘how do you know?’  He replied: ‘she’s 
carrying His book.’  It gave me hope for the future because 
at least he knew that I was carrying a Bible.”
Reader ministry also gives people the chance to use their 
skills from other walks of life in a Church context.  That’s 
certainly the case for Sylvia Harris who is a Reader in the 
Parish of Caerwys and Bodfari.
Sylvia trained as a Reader in the Church of England and as 
a retired teacher she was able to transfer those skills into 
her vocation.
“I enjoy the preaching and teaching,” she enthuses.  “The 
great surprise about being a Reader of course is that the 
first time I went into the pulpit I stood up and I didn’t have 

12



to tell the congregation to sit down and be quiet!  They 
listened silently and I just couldn’t believe it – it’s not what 
I was used to at all.”
Silvia is also keen to encourage others to consider using 
their gifts to serve in this way.
“I would encourage people to give it a go as it’s tremendously 
interesting and enriching especially if you have either a real 
interest in the Gospel and the Bible or theology at all,” she 
says.  “If you are a people person it’s a very good way to 
minister to all sorts of people perhaps in bereavement or 
happiness which you wouldn’t have otherwise and which 
personally I very much value.”
So, is being a Reader something that you would be 
interested in? If so, what’s the next step? Revd Steven 
Green explains: “I would ask anyone considering Reader 
ministry to engage in conversation – not only with their 
vicar but also with the Church family because it’s not just 

clerics who pick up a gift, it’s the people.  If a person 
has a particular gift for leading worship – maybe in a lay 
capacity as a worship leader – and they would like to take 
this further, it’s a very honourable and ancient ministry 
within the Church and I would really like to hear from 
them.
“If anyone is interested in taking the next step I would 
invite them to get in touch with me and their vicar and we 
can have an informal conversation.  We can’t have enough 
Readers.”
Steven’s words are echoed by Bishop Gregory who wants 
everyone to discern their gifts to see if they could train for 

Reader Ministry:
“The question I always ask is about charism – what is the 
gift God has given us to share to serve the Church? What 
I ask of the Reader is the charism of being a student of the 
Bible and one who is ready to explain and proclaim the 
Bible to the congregation.
“Priests are sort of expected to be good at the Bible but 
it’s seen as perhaps being theirs and not belonging to 
everyone.  The Reader bridges that gap by saying that this 
book belongs to the congregation and here is a member 
of our congregation who can read it and proclaim it and 
help us to understand it.  It’s that ministry that is vital to 
the life of the Church.”
During the Readers’ Day in June, Bishop Gregory 
welcomed Angela Morfatt-Jones and Kathy Stewart to 
Reader Ministry during a special Evensong at All Saints’ 
Church in Gresford.
Earlier in the day, those gathered heard from Revd Stephen 
Edwards who grew up in the Parish of Gresford and is 
now a vicar in a ministry team in Wythenshawe, Greater 
Manchester.
He spoke about the tensions of teaching and preaching in 
a culture that is either un-churched or non-churched and 
challenged the Readers to be a bridge between scripture 
and community.
If you would like more information about training for 
Reader ministry please speak to your vicar/rector and then 
get in touch with Warden of Readers Revd Steven Green 
on 01244 836991 or sdgreen1957@gmail.com
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A group of 28 people from Wales braved 

the rain to head for Belfast to make 

their voices heard at the G8 Summit in 

June. It was a gathering called the Big 

IF organised by the IF Campaign which 

is working to make everyone aware 

that there is enough food for everyone 

IF changes are made to structures and 

work is done to address issues like 

huge companies not paying enough 

tax. Anna Jane Evans from Christian 

Aid in north Wales said: “We took all 

the messages of support from Wales 

For the first time in 15 years, Armenian 

Christians travelled from different parts 

of England and Wales to St Deiniol’s

Church in Hawarden for a Badarak – 

Holy Divine Liturgy. It was celebrated by 

Bishop Vahan Hovhanessian at the end 

of May and he was joined by Bishop 

Gregory and members of St Deiniol’s 

Church.  The Eucharist remembered 

the close links the Armenian’s had with 

former British Prime Minister William 

Gladstone. In public life Gladstone 

denounced massacres that were taking 

place against the Armenian people 

and supported the Armenian cause. To 

mark the help he gave, the Armenian’s 

donated a stained glass window to St 

Deiniol’s Church along with a chalice.  

That same chalice was used for the 

Eucharist during the visit in May. 

with us in a giant plastic bottle and the 

ribbon which was signed during the 

service at St Asaph Cathedral was put 

up as part of a 14 meter high IF in the 

park.  The agreements of the G8 do not 

reflect everything we were hoping for.  

Had this been the case, we would now 

be thinking that our ambitions were far 

too low but things have moved in the 

last 12 months much more than what 

we had imagined only 2 years ago.  

“The G8 statements and agreements 

are a clear step forward towards greater 

transparency and tax justice.”

Your News

Campaigners from 
Wales at the G8

Parish Nursing 
celebrated in Wrexham

St Giles’ Church in Wrexham celebrated 

Parish Nursing Sunday with a slide show 

and display of Amanda Berry’s work.  

Amanda is a Parish Nurse in Wrexham. 

Members of the congregation and 

visitors to the church took time following 

the service to speak to Amanda about 

her role. Meanwhile, some of the work 

that is encouraged by Amanda was 

highlighted by another Church in the 

Wrexham Benefice in June.  Members 

of St Marks in Caia Park enjoyed a 

healthy stroll around the gardens of 

Chirk Castle as part of their monthly 

lunch club. Amanda joined them for 

the trip which finished with a delicious 

picnic prepared by lunch club organisers 

Sandra and Milupa.

Armenian Christians 
remember 
Gladstone links
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The latest Virgin Art exhibition at 
St Mary’s Church in Mold attracted 
more than 1000 visitors to the Lady 
Chapel. 320 paintings, drawings 
and photographs were on display 
to the public during the fifth annual 
exhibition and the most popular 
piece with visitors was “The Look 
Out”, a pastel drawing of a wolf by 
David Bennett from Holywell.   All the 
exhibits were on sale to members of 
the public at prices ranging between 
£20 and £1,200 and by the end of 
the six-day exhibition, 62 paintings 
and photographs had new owners.  

A percentage of the income will go 
to church funds and the exhibition 

has raised £13,000 over the past 
four years. 

1000 Visitors at 
Virgin Art

Terry Waite – the man who was held 

hostage for almost five years in Beirut – 

says the International Eisteddfod which 

took place in Llangollen in July can help 

to make a “significant contribution” to 

world peace. Terry is President of the 

International Eisteddfod and believes 

that the way the festival brings people 

from all nations together can help 

to break down the barriers that exist 

between countries around the world.

Speaking at July’s festival which 

featured Jools Holland and Only Men 

Aloud, he said: “Peace is not just a 

matter of political agreement – political 

agreement actually comes after people 

have been reconciled to themselves 

and reconciled one to another. The 

Eisteddfod fulfils that purpose by 

bringing together young people from 

nations that formerly were – or still are 

in some instances – at enmity one with 

another and they get to know each 

other. Those friendships can make a 

world of difference and somehow the 

political boundaries dissolve and they 

are linked together through the medium 

of music into a new relationship.” The 

Chair of the International Eisteddfod is 

Gethin Davies from St John’s Church in 

Llangollen.  Most of the congregation 

there help out at the Eisteddfod and he 

summed up the festival like this: “The 

International Eisteddfod is all about 

friendship, love, warmth, kindness, 

colour, song, dance – how many more 

things do you want?”

International 
Eisteddfod helps 
promote World 
Peace
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Members of All Saints’ Church in 

Deganwy hosted a cake stall at Deganwy 

Prom Day in June. They served hot 

Welsh cakes which were cooked on 

the stall and we’re reliably informed 

that they sold like, well, hot cakes! All 

the cakes were made and donated by 

members of the congregation. 

St Dogfan’s Church in Llanrhaeadr ym 

Mochnant welcomed a number of pets 

and their owners to a special Service for 

Animals, followed by refreshments at 

the end of May. Vicar Revd Mike Powell 

admitted that this was the first service 

of its kind that he had performed, but 

he was very pleased with the turnout 

and hoped to repeat it again next year.

There were Labradors, Spaniels and 

Terriers, Guinea Pigs, plus soft toy 

cows and sheep in the congregation, 

and Flash Harri the Welsh Cob (with a 

touch of Arabian) came too! 

Local schoolchildren joined a WWII 

veteran for short service at the War 

Memorial in St Asaph to mark the 

allied landings on the Normandy 

beaches in 1944. Veteran Rod Thomas 

was on active service again on 

Thursday 6 June and this time he was 

sharing his experiences of the largest 

military campaign in history with 

younger generations.  In 1944 he was 

a member of the 53rd Royal Welsh 

and his unit played an active part in 

the fierce fighting which duly helped 

to end hostilities with Nazi Germany 

in May 1945. The Mayor of St Asaph 

and the Deputy Mayor both attended 

the informal ceremony and later laid 

poppy crosses.  For the first time some 

pupils from Ysgol Esgob Morgan were 

in attendance at the War Memorial 

and Jack Park laid a poppy wreath on 

behalf of Mr Thomas. 

A service of 
blessing... for 
animals

Memorial Service 
for D-Day Landings

Church reaches out 
on Deganwy Prom

Jack Wolstenholme from the Parish of 

Northop has sent us this novel way 

of personalising baptism candles. I 

was surprised when I found that self-

adhesive clear labels for laser printing 

not only adhered strongly to wax 

candles, but were virtually invisible. I 

use a colour laser printer to produce 

decorated baptism candles, using 

rectangular Avery Dennison L7565 

labels which are available in various 

sizes.  A template for printing the eight 

labels may be downloaded from the 

Avery Dennison web site.  The finished 

labels are stuck on pure white pillar 

candles.  A simple black or coloured 

line drawing would probably work for 

candles that are not pure white and 

your imagination will probably suggest 

other types of candles to make using 

this technique. 

For more information feel free to email 

Jack: drjwolstenholme@aol.com 

A personalised 
candle for Baptism 
families

16



drove down her long track to the lane 

she saw a car outside a cottage which 

had been for sale for some time. She 

noticed the familiar fish stuck on the 

back of the car. Her heart leapt. Was 

her prayer being answered that quickly? 

Yes it was.  An energetic, kind and 

practical Christian couple had fallen in 

love with the cottage, and would soon 

be moving in.  Is anyone there?  Oh yes 

there is!

 

Shine Jesus Shine – but 
what does it mean?
We were singing ‘Shine Jesus Shine’ in 

church recently and as I was reading 

the words and thinking about their 

meaning, a few things struck me, writes 

Jennie Willson from Welshpool. The 

second verse talks about us coming out 

of the shadows and into the radiance 

and brightness of God.  It’s a wonderful 

Reflections

Crying out in Prayer
Sylvia Mandeville – a Reader in the 

Parish of Gwersyllt - explains why the 

Church needs to get serious about 

prayer. 

Is anybody there?  Sometimes that’s 

exactly how we feel when we pray 

but did you know that God feels just 

like that? Some of the saddest words 

in the Bible are spoken by God when 

Adam and Eve are hiding from him in 

the Garden of Eden.  ‘Where are you?’ 

He cries out in anguish. His words tell 

us so much: God himself is eagerly 

pursuing us, eagerly wanting us to 

communicate with Him.  It is a theme 

throughout the Bible. “The Lord looked 

and ... was appalled that there was no-

one to intervene...” Isaiah 59 vs.15-16. 

God wants us to work in partnership 

with him through prayer. He wants us 

to intercede on behalf of others, to act 

as peacemakers, to plead for those in 

trouble.  Intercession is a gutsy word.  It 

means crying out, persisting in prayer.  It 

gets results because it is meeting God’s 

own heartfelt yearning for us to work 

alongside Him. Christ himself with his 

wounded hands and side continues to 

act as an intercessor for us in heaven.   

Not all prayer is intercession for others, 

God delights to answer a short arrow 

prayer from the heart. Some years ago, a 

widowed friend who lives on an isolated 

farm in mid-Wales was lying awake one 

night.  Her loneliness overcame her. 

She cried out in desperation to God. 

‘Please send me a neighbour!’  Her 

cry was for someone who would not 

only be a friend but who also would be 

neighbourly.  The next morning as she 

way of describing the feeling that often 

people have as their relationship with 

God develops.   I then started thinking 

about what ‘being in the shadows’ 

meant.  I was thinking about those 

times in my life when I have felt there 

is no hope or no reason for being.   I 

also thought about doing wrong. 

We often know we are doing wrong 

and we don’t really want to admit it.  

This is just like hiding in the shadows, 

hoping the light never shines in our 

direction.  We can try and stay in the 

shadows but all that does is make us 

feel worse, more negative and guiltier. 

We can never hide from God.  Whether 

we are in the shadows or not, He still 

sees our every thought and everything 

we do. A lot of people stay away from 

Christianity because they feel they’re 

‘not good enough’ or because they 

don’t think they can (or want to) live 

a ‘Christian’ life.  But Christians sin all 

the time, just like anyone else!  We 

don’t come to church because we are 

perfect; we come because we want to 

be better. What’s so wonderful is God’s 

light is there to help us, not to shine in 

and highlight our bad bits.  God doesn’t 

want to show us up for the wrong we 

do - he wants to show us the wonder 

of his world, the love he has for us and 

offer His help for our struggles. Jesus 

died so our sins could be forgiven.  God 

knows we will sin but He still loves us 

and wants to give us light and hope in 

our lives.  Don’t wait until you become 

a better person - come to God as you 

are and let Him help you.  Walking in 

the light is far easier than walking in the 

darkness!
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Focus on Schools

A north Wales author has opened a library at a church 
school in Denbighshire.  John Davies from Prestatyn is also 
a woodcarver and he cut the ribbon on the new facility 
at Ysgol Trefnant which opened during the summer term.
The project to provide a library was organised by the 
Parent, Teacher and Friends Association (PTFA) at the 
school and includes a number of books that have been 
chosen by the pupils. The library itself is housed in a small 
room that used to be a school office.  It was cleared out 
by the teachers, decorated by the parents and the pupils 
contributed artwork for the walls. Headteacher Sue Van 
Loock said: “We’ve not had the space for a library before 
but now we have expanded into new premises we have 

been able to make room for this new facility. Several 
hundred pounds was donated to make this a reality and 
to supply new books.  I would like to thank all the parents 
who have donated money and books for our new library.”

Author opens Church School 
Library

Special song written for Church 
School birthday
It’s not often you see a Headteacher speechless but 
Nicola Blythin, head of the VP Infant School in St Asaph, 
struggled to get a few words out 
at the end of a service at the 
Cathedral where her students had 
performed a special song. The VP 
is celebrating its 150th anniversary this year and the service 
was to mark the start of the festivities.  Parents and friends 
of the school gathered to watch a short film, made by 

the pupils and directed by Miss Daly (the Deputy Head), 
which reflected on the changes the school has seen in 150 
years of existence.  A fascinating fact that the children 
unearthed during their research is that the school is exactly 
100 years older than Doctor Who! The service culminated 

with the whole school performing 
a hymn, specially written and 
arranged for the occasion by 
Simon Cameron (who taught 

at the VP for a while, and is now our Diocesan Schools 
Officer) and Nia Thomas (Year 2 teacher at the school). 
Entitled “Under the Guidance”, the hymn is based on the 
school’s mission statement which is reflected in the chorus: 
“Under the guidance of heaven above, we love to learn 
and we learn to love.” Commenting on the performance, 
Simon said: “Led by Miss Thomas on the piano, the children 
performed absolutely beautifully, especially the five pupils 
who had bravely volunteered to sing solos for the verses, 
with the whole school joining in the choruses.  It was this 
performance that put such a lump in Mrs Blythin’s throat.”  
The VP were delighted when they found out that their 
150th anniversary was coinciding with the Diocesan Year 
of Pilgrimage, and will be hosting a further series of events 
to mark and celebrate both occasions. 

“Under the guidance of heaven above, 

we love to learn and we learn to love.”
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Church schools have a distinct and valued Christian ethos, but 
planned changes to Primary education provision in Ruthin 
could “seriously undermine the existence and viability” of 
three Church schools there. That’s the view of the St Asaph 
Board of Education which discussed Denbighshire County 
Council’s Ruthin Review during a meeting in July. Chaired 
by Bishop Gregory, the Board of Education believe the 
plans set out in the review would “significantly impact on 
Church School provision in the Ruthin area” and “remove 
adequate choice with regard to faith based provision”. In 
the communities around Ruthin there are three Voluntary 
Controlled Church schools. These are Ysgol Borthyn in 
the town centre, Ysgol Llanbedr Dyffryn Clwyd and Ysgol 

Llanfair Dyffryn Clwyd in the more rural areas. Denbighshire 
County Council would like to close Ysgol Llanbedr DC 
and federate Ysgol Llanfair DC with Ysgol Pentrecelyn – a 
community primary school.  There are also plans to build a 
brand new school less than a quarter of a mile from Ysgol 
Borthyn.  The Council plans will go to a formal consultation 
which begins in September. The Board of Education isn’t 
against any federation of rural schools but would prefer 
to see Ysgol Llanbedr DC and Ysgol Llanfair DC federated 
rather than closing or merging with a community school. 
Parents will receive letters about the Review at the start 
of the new school term in September which will give them 
all the information they need to voice concerns.  A formal 
consultation runs between September 9 and October 18 
with    surveys   and   response   forms    available    from 
www.denbighshire.gov.uk 

You’ve all benefited from Training Together but unless 
you live in Wrexham it’s always been a trek to get to St 
Margaret’s Church Hall where most of our sessions take 
place.  Now that is changing. Instead of scheduling courses 
for you to attend through the year we’re asking you to 
invite us to your parish or deanery to deliver the training 
where you are. There’s a full list of courses on the Training 
Together pages of the Diocesan website.  We only ask two 
things.  Firstly, you need to get 20 people together for the 
training and secondly you need to provide Fair Trade tea, 
coffee and biscuits. 
There are still some scheduled courses which are listed 
opposite. Training Together is a programme of training 
open to anyone connected with a church in the Diocese 
of St Asaph, whether they are lay or clergy, a member of 
the PCC or not.  All courses are FREE, unless otherwise 
stated. To Book Your Place:  please give your name, phone 
number, parish name and email address to sianconnelly@
churchinwales.org.uk or phone on 01745 532582. 

Church Schools under threat in 
Ruthin

Understanding 
Gift Aid

Tuesday 10 
September
(11am – 1pm)
(6.45pm – 9pm)

Diocesan 
Office, St 
Asaph

Using the 
Standard Form of 
Accounts

Tuesday 17 
September
(10am – 12pm)

Diocesan 
Office, St 
Asaph

The Parish Budget 
– Supporting 
Mission and 
Ministry

Wednesday 16 
October (10am – 
12pm)

Diocesan 
Office, St 
Asaph

Understanding 
Gift Aid

Tuesday 24 
September 
(2pm – 4pm)
Tuesday 24 
September
(7pm – 9pm)

St John’s 
Church, Pool 
Quay 
St Margaret’s 
Church, 
Wrexham 

Training Together on 
your doorstep
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Friday 9 August – Humane Research Trust invite 

you to a talk from Drs Ian and Lynne Hampson at 2 The 

Paddock, Elwy Park, St Asaph - 7.30pm. Tickets £3 raising 

money for research into cancer.

St Mary’s Church Towyn Summer Festival:  Events 

every Tuesday, St Mary’s Church 7.30pm unless stated. £5 each.

	 •	 6 August: The  Soggy  Bottom  Boys.

	 •	 20 August: “Songs  from  the  Shows” with Bryn  

  Heywood and young artistes from the Pearl Shaw  

  Theatre  School.

	 •	 3 September:  Comedy   Club   Night   in  

  conjunction    with   The   Laughing   Sole   and 

  featuring: Tony  Vino  (Compere),  Craig  Deeley,  

  Katie Mulgrew and Jamie Sutherland - 8pm.

	 •	 10 September:  The Impromptus Jazz Band.

	 •	 17 September:  Beulah Brass  Band.

	 •	 24 September: Paula  Rose  Sings.

St George’s Church, Rhos-on-Sea – 100th anniversary 

festival. Sunday 8 September 11am.

St Asaph Theological Society meeting - Wednesday 
18 September  - 7.15 for 7.30pm in Gladstone’s Library, 

Hawarden with Stephen Adams.  The Quest for Collaborative 

Ministry in the Church in Wales: Theology and Practice.

Stepping out for Cancer – a shoe exhibition raising 

money for various cancer charities. St Peter’s Church, Ruthin, 

10am-4pm until Saturday 21 September.

Church of the Holy Spirit – Ewloe  75th Anniversary 

Festival called “Flowers, Gifts and Talents in the Community”  

Displays of flowers and talents at the Church from 12-15 

September 10am-4pm. Saturday 14 September: Flint Male 

Voice Choir, tickets £6.  Celebration service with Bishop 

Gregory, Sunday 15 September at 10am.  More details from 

Pam Smith on 01244 533566.

St Silin’s Church, Llansilin - 14 September 7.30pm.  

DnA in Concert - Mother and Daughter duo from South 

Wales.

Harvest Festivals - Self-Help Africa – If you’d 

like your Harvest celebration this year to link with the 

festival’s agricultural roots then the charity Self Help Africa 

has produced a Harvest resource which connects the Bible 

with their work helping rural farmers overcome hunger and   

poverty.   The   pack   can   be   downloaded   from 

http://harvest.selfhelpafrica.org

Diocesan Conference – This year will take place at 

Llangollen Pavilion on Saturday 12 October.  We’re delighted 

to announce our speaker will be John Timpson.  Look out for 

details on the Diocesan website.

Art Exhibition - St Paul’s Church Gorsedd near 
Holywell, 6 – 9 November, Thursday/Friday 10am 

– 8pm, Saturday 10am-2pm, Sunday 11am-1pm.  Interested 

exhibitors please contact Patricia Davies in October - 

patriciamd10848@gmail.com 

The stories and photographs you send are the lifeblood and 

the major ingredients of every edition of Teulu Asaph.  While it 

is essential that we receive photos that show the main people 

involved in the article can we request that you also send 

us close-up photos of the medal or certificate that is being 

awarded, or the piece of art or craft that has been made?  

Think of it as trying to tell the story in photos and if possible 

please shoot the images both in ‘landscape’ and ‘portrait’ so 

as to give us greater flexibility with the design.  We’re sorry 

that we cannot use everything we are sent but your help 

will enable us to produce a more dynamic and informative 

magazine. Please send all photos as high resolution files to:  

comms.stasaph@churchinwales.org.uk

Teulu Asaph is designed by Martyn Walsh, edited by Phil 

Topham and printed by PWS Print Limited.

We need your help!


