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“The plight of those seeking 
sanctuary in Europe demands 
visionary leadership from 
European Governments. 
We call on the UK to join other 
countries in welcoming refugees 
within Europe with open arms.”

Christine Allen, Christian Aid’s Director of Policy & Public Affairs

See inside for the positive ways we in North Wales can help the plight of the refugees.
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Since 2001, when 

a number of 

asylum detainees 

were placed in 

Cardiff Prison 

under remand 

conditions, Cytûn: 

Churches Together in Wales, has 

played a significant role in seeking to 

ensure that displaced people dispersed 

to Wales by the Home Office have been 

supported and helped to integrate. 

Efforts have been made to work well 

with key partner organisations in the 

Wales Strategic Migration Partnership. 

That long-term engagement placed 

Wales’ national ecumenical instrument 

in a key position to help shape how 

modern Wales continues to welcome 

spontaneous asylum arrivals dispersed 

by the Home Office, currently peaking 

at around 2,500, and those who are 

arriving through the UK Government’s 

Syrian Refugee Resettlement Scheme.

The work of meeting needs brought 

about by 

Europe’s worst 

h u m a n i t a r i a n 

crisis since the 

Second World 

War is gathering 

pace well in Wales 

and churches are 

r e f l e c t i n g on how best to 

respond. In the traditional dispersal 

areas of Cardiff, Swansea, Newport 

and Wrexham churches have been at 

the forefront of the welcoming process. 

Cytûn was pleased recently to support 

the Churches Together in Britain and 

Ireland fact finding mission to Idomeni 

on the border between Greece and 

Macedonia. The visit proved highly 

informative in terms of identifying needs 

and having a sense of the numbers and 

the vulnerability of the refugees.

Subsequently, the Cytûn Board has called 

upon churches to focus on welcoming 

and supporting refugees on December 

10th, International Human Rights Day. 

Further details can be obtained from 

the Cytûn Refugee Briefing found on 

our website, www.cytun.org.uk.

A Welsh version of this article is 

available at http://goo.gl/nkbieq

Canon Aled Edwards (pictured left) is 

the Chief Executive Officer of Cytûn 

and chair of Wales Strategic Migration 

Partnership’s Executive Board

Welcoming Refugees to Wales 

Responding 
Politically

Christian Aid, the Church in Wales’ 
main partner for overseas aid, 
is keen for churches to engage 
politically with the refugee crisis.  
It’s urging people to write to their 
MP calling for action on four keys 
points:

*   With urgency, the EU, the UK and 
its member states must agree and 
implement a fair and mandatory 
relocation strategy for those who 
have already sought refuge in 
Europe. 
* The EU must support member 
states to put in place safe and legal 
routes to and through Europe for 
those seeking protection in order 
to stop people needing to take life 
threatening and risky journeys. 
* The UK government and EU 
member states must work to 
address the roots and underlying 
causes of forced displacement. 
* We welcome the UK’s generous 
provision of aid in and around Syria, 
however the UK government must 
work with international donors 
and countries in the region to 
ensure that financial pledges for the 
Syrian Response Plan and Regional 
Response Plan are met. 

More information at http://goo.gl/
nkbieq



North Wales is gearing up to welcome 

Syrian refugees, with Wrexham a 

designated asylum seeker dispersal area.  

Preparations are underway to identify 

suitable housing provision, schools and 

facilities to ensure refugees are properly 

looked after.  Other local authority 

areas, like Flintshire, are also looking at 

suitable provision to support the arrival 

of refugees. What is clear already is that 

faith communities will be key partners to 

assist local authorities with resettlement.  

One such church-based project is Just 

Across, a weekly drop-in for asylum 

seekers based at Wrexham Methodist 

Church on Regent Street and supported 

by Christians Together in Wrexham. 

Just Across offers English-language classes, 

recreational activities, health advice and a 

friendly welcome.  It’s run by three former 

English teachers and regularly sees 20 -30 

people dropping in each week.  Eileen 

Hughes is the co-ordinator and said: “We 

see people from more than 30 different 

countries and they come regularly to 

improve their English, play pool or table-

tennis, or simply have a tea or coffee with 

us.  Two health visitors attend offering 

advice for families and we do as much as 

we can to help meet the immediate needs 

of those coming along.” One regular 

visitor, who now volunteers himself, is 

former asylum seeker, Roman, from the 

Ukraine.  He’s now settled and working 

in Wrexham but as a fluent Ukrainian, 

Russian and Polish speaker his translation 

skills have proved invaluable at Just 

Across.  “This service is really important,” 

he said.  “Arriving in the UK with nothing 

is a miserable and difficult experience.  

Being able to come here and find people 

who can help you make sense of the UK, 

explain bills, decipher letters is vital.” The 

Diocese of St Asaph’s Social Engagement 

Fund is supporting the work of Just 

Across awarding it £500 to re-establish a 

Healthy Living Initiative.  The Revd James 

Aylward, Vicar of Broughton with Berse 

Drelincourt and Southsea applied to the 

fund. He said: “This scheme will provide 

20 bags of fresh fruit and vegetables for 

asylum seekers coming to Just Across each 

week.   Asylum seekers currently live on 

just £36.95 a week or £5.27 a day which 

has to cover all their food, sanitation 

and clothing.  This is a tiny amount so 

these bags will help towards a healthier 

diet.” In recent months, Just Across has 

seen a modest increase in the number 

of asylum seekers arriving in Wrexham.  

The Revd Richard Sharples, Minister of 

Wrexham Methodist Church and co-

chair of Christians Together in Wrexham 

said: “We’re lobbying for communities 

across North Wales to provide a generous 

response to the refugee crisis.  If people 

want to help at the moment, a letter 

to your local councillor, AM or MP 

encouraging them to support the arrival 

of refugees would be very appropriate.”

The Church in Wales is joining with Cytûn 

in designating Thursday 10th December, 

as a Day of Prayer for Refugees.  

Karen Maurice, editor of Teulu Asaph
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How is North Wales responding 
to the refugee crisis?

1. Arrange to visit or write to your 
MP, AM and local councillor to 
urge a humanitarian response.  It is 
vital that politicians hear your voice 
- it gives them permission to act 
compassionately in your name.  
2. Mark 10th December as a 
Day of Prayer for refugees and 
share your activities on Twitter!  
#refugeeprayersDec10, and 
#refugeeswelcome.  You can find 
resources at http://goo.gl/nkbieq 
3. Support the work of Just Across 
in Wrexham by donating money to 
continue the delivery of fruit and 
veg bags and collect good quality 
children’s toys, jigsaws, books, for 
refugee children.  You can send 
donations to: account: Wrexham 
Methodist Circuit / sort code: 20-25-
69 / account number: 70979112 or 
email Ebenezer Sam: e.sam@armak.
plus.com for other options. 
4. Support Christian Aid - the best 
way to help at the moment is to send 
money.  You can donate at http://
www.christianaid.org.uk/ or hold a 
collection in your church.  You can 
find resources in English and Welsh 
at http://www.christianaid.org.
uk/cymru/resources/refugee-crisis.
aspx?Page=2
5. Keep yourself informed of the 
facts and avoid the propagation 
of mis-information.  The UNHCR 
website has key facts on Asylum in 
the UK at http://www.unhcr.org.uk/
about-us/the-uk-and-asylum.html 

How can you 
help?



There is a famous 19th century sculpture 

by Auguste Rodin that sits outside the 

town hall in Calais entitled The Burghers of 

Calais portraying a siege in the town in the 

14th century.  Rodin wanted it positioned 

to allow the contemporary townsfolk of 

Calais to, “almost bump into” the figures in 

all their pain, anguish and fatalism and to 

feel solidarity with them. 

The modern townsfolk of Calais have since 

2009 been bumping into flesh and blood 

figures around their town and confronting 

the pain, anguish and fatalism of up to 

5,000 refugees seeking to cross a blocked 

border into the United Kingdom.   Fifteen 

have died attempting the crossing since 

June this year.

The United Nations special representative 

on migration, Peter Sutherland, has spoken 

of his deep concern at conditions in the 

Calais refugee camp known as The Jungle, 

describing it as a “stain on Europe” and as 

a state of affairs that cannot be allowed to 

go on. The Diocese of St. Asaph and The 

Church in Wales should I believe echo the 

UN in calling for a solution to this problem 

that is premised upon treating people 

humanely.

The Calais refugees are caught in a 

terrible Catch 22 situation. The British 

Government claims that even though they 

want to come to the UK they are a French 

problem. This is because under European 

law there is a legal route to applying for 

asylum or refugee status or as an economic 

migrant and that an initial assessment 

must take place at the refugee’s first point 

of entry into the European Union. This is 

known as the Dublin system, the same 

one that Germany unilaterally suspended 

in September to allow refugees to enter 

Germany even though their first point of 

entry had been Greece. 

The French Government I imagine are 

arguing that it is not a French problem 

because these people want to come to the 

UK and anyway France was not the first 

point of entry as these people have arrived 

via Greece, Italy and other countries.  A 

further argument being put forward by the 

British Government is that the UK cannot 

accept those at Calais because they have 

self-selected to come to the UK and by 

admitting them it would act as a significant 

pull factor attracting more to follow. Peter 

Sutherland responds by saying that he is 

sickened that Britain is using the pull factor 

argument as an excuse to leave people in 

absolute squalor.

On October 12th this year 341 retired 

judges, law professors, Q.C’s, barristers 

and solicitors signed a petition which called 

on the British Government to, amongst 

other things, suspend the Dublin system 

and to establish a relocation scheme to 

take refugees from destitute conditions 

elsewhere in Europe. I believe that the 

Church in Wales should add its voice to this 

call and at the same time urge the British 

Government to open our border to the 

refugees at Calais allowing them to access 

fair and thorough procedures to determine 

their eligibility to international protection.

The Revd Aidan Coleman is the Vicar 

of Holywell

Catch 22 at Calais
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Supplies needed for 
Refugees in Calais

Members of St. Peter’s, Holywell and 
the Supporting Refugees Flintshire 
group, now called Share, are taking 
aid to The Jungle refugee camp at 
Calais in mid-December, as part of 
a joint Muslim/Christian initiative.  
You can donate blankets – new or 
newly washed.  Please deliver them 
to the Diocesan Office, St Asaph for 
collection by 11th December.
A member of the Community 
Church in Rhosddu, Wrexham, is 
also travelling to Calais in December 
to support refugees in the camp.  
Andrew Atkinson has requested 
donations of:
• Hats, scarves, gloves and 

warm clothes.
• Socks, sanitary products, 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
blankets, sleeping bags etc.

• Small gifts.
• Footballs that can be 

inflated upon arrival and 
other games and toys for 
the children.

Supplies can be dropped off at 
Yorke Street Carpets,Wrexham 
or contact the Revd Eric Owen, 
St Marks Church, Caia Parc to 
arrange collections at the church - 
eostmarks@gmail.com. 
More information at http://goo.gl/
nkbieq

SEE PAGE 6 FOR DONATING 
BLANKETS DEPARTING TO 
CALAIS IN MID DECEMBER. 



An often neglected part of 

the Christmas story is “The 

Flight into Egypt”.  King 

Herod has discovered that a 

newborn baby has a possible 

claim to be the true King of 

Israel, and acts decisively 

to wipe out the threat; all 

children under the age of 

two in Bethlehem are to 

be removed.  The father 

is given a tip off, and the 

Holy Family flee.

It’s not that different to 

today’s world actually; for 

Herod, we could read ISIS 

or Assad.  But take a hard 

look at the Holy Family, 

and we might be sceptical 

of them as migrants.  A 

teenage mother with 

her boyfriend and baby, 

leaving a town in which they’d been 

squatting in a local stable, who flee to 

the fleshpots of Egypt, even though they 

seem to be carrying expensive contraband 

goods like gold, frankincense and myrrh in 

their belongings.

God is the most helpless one in the story: 

he’s the little baby, mute, unable to defend 

himself, a victim, suffering the first of many 

griefs to be borne in his earthly life.

Christmas should be a time when we 

become sensitive to the resonances of 

the Christmas story.  What about the 

homeless and refugees of our own day?  

How much does Bethlehem need our 

prayers, with a wall dividing communities, 

both under threat?  What about the weak 

and defenceless in North Wales, and those 

for whom Christmas is a misery on our 

own doorstep?

Yes, but what are you doing to 

hasten the days of God’s Kingdom of 

justice, truth and inclusion?

Rhan o stori’r Nadolig sy’n cael ei 

hesgeuluso’n aml yw “Ffoi i’r Aifft”. Fe 

wnaeth y Brenin Herod ddarganfod fod 

gan faban newydd-anedig hawl bosibl i 

fod yn wir Frenin Israel, a gweithredodd yn 

bendant i ddileu’r bygythiad; roedd angen 

cael gwared ar yr holl blant dan ddwy oed 

ym Methlehem. Mae’r tad yn cael gwybod 

yn dawel bach, ac mae’r teulu sanctaidd yn 

ffoi. Nid yw pethau mor wahanol yn y byd 

heddiw, mewn gwirionedd: am Herod, 

fe allen ni ddarllen ISIS neu Assad.  Ond 

edrychwch yn fanwl ar y Teulu Sanctaidd, 

ac efallai y byddem yn amheus ohonyn 

nhw fel ymfudwyr. Mam yn ei harddegau 

gyda’i chariad a’i baban, yn gadael tref 

lle’r oedden nhw wedi bod yn sgwatio 

mewn stabl, yn ffoi i 

wlad atyniadol yr Aifft, 

er ei bod yn ymddangos 

eu bod nhw’n cario 

nwyddau gwaharddedig 

drud fel aur, thus a myrr 

yng nghanol eu pethau. 

Duw yw’r un mwyaf 

diymadferth yn y stori: ef 

yw’r baban bach, mud, yn 

methu amddiffyn ei hun, 

yn ddioddefwr, yn dioddef 

y cyntaf o nifer o drallodion 

y byddai’n eu profi yn 

ei fywyd daearol. Dylai’r 

Nadolig fod yn amser pan 

fyddwn yn dod yn sensitif 

i adleisiau o stori’r Nadolig. 

Beth am bobl ddigartref a 

ffoaduriaid ein cyfnod ni? 

Faint mae Bethlehem angen 

ein gweddïau, gyda wal yn 

rhannu cymunedau, y naill ochr a’r llall dan 

fygythiad? Beth am y gwan a’r diamddiffyn 

yng ngogledd Cymru, a’r rhai ar garreg 

ein drws ein hunain y mae’r Nadolig yn 

golygu trallod iddyn nhw? Iawn, ond beth 

ydych chi’n ei wneud i brysuro dyddiau 

cyfiawnder, gwirionedd a chynhwysiant 

Teyrnas Dduw?

Flight into Egypt Ffoi i’r Aifft
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For lo! the days are hastening on,
By prophet bards foretold,

When, with the ever-circling years,
Shall come the Age of Gold;

When peace shall over all the earth
Its ancient splendours fling,

And all the world give back the song
Which now the angels sing.

(from the carol “It Came Upon The Midnight Clear”)



ADVENT: More than simply preparing for 
Christmas

Blanket donations required for Calais

Advent Sunday (29th November this year) 

marks the beginning of the Christian Year. 

Advent is not so much a season of gradual 

development, but of a season in two parts 

with a shift on 17th December. 

In the period from the 1st Sunday of 

Advent to 16th December, the collects 

and readings give emphasis to Advent as 

a period of preparation for the Second 

Coming, the return of Christ as judge 

at the end of the world. The Advent 

hymns are, of course, full of this theme 

and the “Come, Lord Jesus” that we sing 

enthusiastically is much more about that 

second coming than about the birth at 

Bethlehem.

17th December is the day called O Sapientia. 

There are a series of fine antiphons (a 

devotional composition sung responsively 

as part of a liturgy) that look forward to 

the coming of Christ. Traditionally they 

were sung before and after the Magnificat 

at Evening Prayer. These antiphons form 

the basis of the well-known Advent Hymn 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  

From 17th December begin the eight days 

of prayer before Christmas Day. It is a 

kind of “countdown” to Christmas, and in 

readings and prayers the emphasis on the 

second coming gives way to preparation 

to celebrate again the first coming at 

Bethlehem.

The Church has always kept Advent as a 

The Revd Aidan Coleman and Members of St Peter’s, Holywell are 
collecting blankets to take to the Jungle Refugee camp in Calais. Please 
donate blankets - new or newly washed - adult rather than children size. If
you are collecting a number of blankets, please also box and label them.
Bring them to the Diocesan Office, St Asaph by 11th December.
Contact Aidan at a.coleman560@btinternet.com.

season of great solemnity - a time in which 

to meditate upon the ultimate issues 

of death, judgement, hell and heaven. 

Advent, though, is also a time of great 

rejoicing. For Christ will come, not only as 

Judge, but also as Saviour, and usher in the 

Kingdom of God.

In the Middle Ages the observance 

of Advent became highly developed 

reflecting these themes, and therefore 

provided a vivid preparation for Christmas. 

Processions from west to east, and the use 

of lights, spoke of the Church’s hope in the 

coming of Christ - the Light of the world 

- to banish sin and darkness. Antiphons 

were sung, calling upon God to deliver 

his people, and readings from the Old 

Testament were seen as pointing to the 

fulfilment of God’s purpose in Jesus.

Advent at the Cathedral begins with the 

Advent Procession on Advent Sunday. This 

Procession aims to recapture something of 

that Advent longing and hope. It begins in 

darkness. The readings and music serve to 

help us reflect on the theme of the Christ 

who comes to judge and save his people. 

The Antiphons are gathered together 

in the final hymn O come, O come, 

Emmanuel, which is sung as the procession 

withdraws. The service ends in quietness, 

but in confident hope in the One who is to 

come. Even so come, Lord Jesus.

Advent is a lovely season which can 

be obscured by our anticipation of the 

celebration of Christmas. Why not mark 

it in the home? Advent Calendars, Advent 

Candles and the Advent Wreath can help 

us to keep and mark this important season.  

There are a whole host of resources to help 

us deepen our spiritual lives during Advent. 

Examples of these will be on display in the 

Cathedral during Advent.  

A special ten week Bible study has 

been developed by the Cathedral for 

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany.  You 

can download a copy at http://stasaph.

churchinwales.org.uk/cathedral/

The Revd Canon Rex Matthais 

is Canon Precentor at St Asaph 

Cathedral
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THE ADVENT WREATH AT ST DIGAIN’S 
LLANGERNYW IN THE PARISH OF PETRYAL



What’s happened to the Power 
of Prayer?
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Prayer Working Group has now dis-banded with 
new working parties created to deliver the follow-
on projects.

A message from Mark, ahead 
of his residency

How very honoured I am to be invited to live and 
work within the green, green country of Wales. Last 
spring I had the opportunity to be part of the Power 
of Prayer conference and was deeply touched by 

the human warmth, 
the spiritual depth 
and commitment 
of the people of St. 
Asaph. I have had 
many interactions 
with Bishop Gregory 
and the diocesan staff 
over the past months 
and am inspired by 
their receptivity and 
responsiveness to the 

Spirit’s guidance as they develop the 20/20 Vision. 
I feel grateful and eager to be part of that process. 

My wife Jill and daughter Grace will be accompanying 
me in Wales. All three of us are counting the days 
until we are among you. My gratitude to the Bishop 
and Diocesan Staff for the invitation. I hope that 
all of us can learn together and maybe take some 
chances together so that God’s way of love might 
deepen and expand within all of us.  

Mark Yaconelli

Many of us will have signed up to receive regular 
Power of Prayer emails helping us to ensure 
prayer is at the heart of everything we do as part 
of 2020 Vision.  Those emails, which for some 
acted as a reminder and encouragement to re-
engage with prayer and spirituality, have now 
stopped but the legacy of Power of Prayer is 
continuing.  

Prayer at the heart of all we do 
The inspiration for Power of Prayer came from The 
Time is Now Conference in Llandudno in November 
2014.  From that, a diocesan working party was 
established which, following an intensive ten week 
period of work and prayer, delivered four Power 
of Prayer events held between 27 February and 1 
March 2015: 

• The events took place in St Asaph, 

Wrexham (x2) and Gregynog

• A consistent format was delivered for 

each event with Bishop Gregory and Mark 

Yaconelli speaking at each event

• A total of 365 people attended the events, 

68 clergy and 297 lay people. The St Asaph 

Youth Forum attended a Wrexham event
Since then a number of follow-up initiatives have 
begun, some of which are continuing and now 
coming to fruition:

• A weekly Power of Prayer email, linking 

the diocese in a web of prayer

• The provision of Power of Prayer resources 

on the diocesan website which are still 

available at http://stasaph.churchinwales.

org.uk/2020-vision/the-power-of-prayer/

power-of-prayer-resource-materials/

• The development of links with St Beuno’s 

Outreach Team to establish Prayer Groups 

across the diocese.  

• Planning for a six month Mark Yaconelli 

Residency in 2016 

• The development of the A Hope and a 

Future training initiative 
With these initiatives underway, the Power of 
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Being Church 24/7: Eglwys Sul,  Gŵyl a Gwaith….I can do that! 
In Gwersyllt, Holy Trinity Church offers a breakfast 
club to children and donates money regularly to the 
local school to help parents and children in need. 
Teacher, Kerry Mathews tells their story.

St Bartholomew’s in Sealand runs regular heritage 
days, plants sales, model railway exhibitions, art 
displays and scalextric workshops to engage with 
the local community.  96% of people who responded 
to their door to door survey said they would be 
concerned if St Bartholomew’s closed.  Chris Hinds, 
Jennifer Watson and the Revd Danny Evans explain 
what they’re doing.

St Mark’s in Caia Park, Wrexham provided food 
over the summer holidays for those attending three 
play centres.  Staffed by volunteers, more than 
135 lunches were made and delivered every day.  
The Diocesan Engagement Officer, Sarah Wheat, 
provides the detail for their story.

In Garden City, Shotton, St Andrew’s offered 

That was the cry which organisers 
of the 2015 Diocesan Conference 
entitled, Being Church 24/7 :  Eglwys 
Sul, Gŵyl a Gwaith wanted to hear as 
the 250-plus delegates left Llangollen 
Pavilion after another successful event.  
Encouraged by stories of inspiration 
and determination, delegates were 
asked to pledge to take their own 
action to be church 24/7.

During the closing act of worship led by the Diocesan 

Youth Forum, the pledge cards were gathered and 

offered to God as a personal commitment to act to 

better serve the needs of our communities.  Among 

the many pledges were:

• Explore church reordering 
to improve accessibility  and 
community engagement with other 
local churches

• Transform overgrown land for the 
benefit of our whole community

• Help to introduce a Fair Trade 
coffee afternoon in our church

• Get involved with refugees
• Feed children in the holiday club 
• Offer myself for the ordained 

ministry 

Many delegates pledged to take the inspiration from 

the conference back to their churches and parochial 

church councils (PCCs) and be 

a conduit for action.  Everyone 

left with a USB pen drive 

loaded with a film Unlocking 

our Potential: Stories from 

across the diocese, which is 

intended to be shown in every 

parish.  The film illustrates six 

varied and different ways in 

which churches are already 

engaging with the needs of 

their community:
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Being Church 24/7: Eglwys Sul,  Gŵyl a Gwaith….I can do that! 
its church building as a community hub.  Peter 
Houghton, the project leader on the PCC talks 
through how the idea for a community hub came 
about and the sorts of activities which run regularly 
in the building now.

Various parishes across the diocese have links with 
the Diocese of South West Tanganyika in Tanzania.  
Dr Adrian Murray, a reader from Bala explains how 
he and his wife, Hilary, have collected and donated 
money and equipment to support communities in 
that southern African diocese.

In the sixth story, The Revd Brian Harvey and 
Luke Pickering-Jones from Flintshire Social Services 
describe how the Monday Mix run by the church in 
Flint is providing a much needed drop-in for people 
with dementia and their carers.

The film was shown at the conference and 
afterwards the day’s key note speaker, Mandy 
Harvey took to the platform.  She spoke 
passionately and personally of her own journey 
and experiences in helping churches engage with 
their communities.  She described seeking God 
with skin on; someone to not only tell her that 
God loved her but who could also be that giver 
of God’s love in her life. And it’s this practical 
out-pouring of God’s love that churches and the 
people within the church should be in their own 
community, she told the audience.

Mandy encouraged churches to think of ways 
they can find out the needs of their community 
to ensure a project is appropriate.  Her own 
suggestions included:

• Listening to our neighbours
• Getting to know our neighbours
• Becoming a regular at a local pub 

and engaging in the ‘bar talk’
• If you have children, talking to 

parents at the school gate
• Join the PTA (Parent Teachers 

Association)
• Walking the streets and chatting to 

shop keepers and business leaders
• Reading the local paper and 

listening to the local radio
• Studying the local authority’s 

strategic plan, their research and 
priorities

• Finding and using readily available 
published data

• Praying and seeking the heart and 
mind of God

Earlier the conference opened with a Presidential 
Address from Bishop Gregory.  He warned of the 
consequences should the Church in Wales fail to 
step up to the challenges of 2020 Vision, depicting a 
church dying as it’s congregations die out.  Instead, 
there is hope, and he offered a vision of “Getting 
on with God’s Mission Together.   If there’s one 
message you take away from today,” he said, “It’s 
get on with God’s Mission together.”
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Learning in your Pyjamas!!

We hope by now you’ll have seen the 2016 

Training Prospectus which has been sent to all 

PCC Secretary’s, Churchwardens and clerics.  

There is nothing like getting together to learn 

about the roles we undertake in our parishes.  

It’s a chance to meet up, share and discuss.  

Sometimes, apart from the learning, people tell 

us that hearing about other parishes and Mission 

Areas is just as useful.  However, sometimes the 

training courses are just not at a convenient time or 

sufficiently local enough to get to them.

Recognising this we can help in two ways:

The first is to provide some of the training locally, at 

a mutually convenient time.  All we ask is that you 

gather a minimum of 10 people in a warm room and 

provide refreshments.  This is really only possible if 

the course is facilitated by a member of our Diocesan 

family.

The second way is to learn on your computer, tablet 

or smartphone.  We have produced some video clips 

which give an overview of a couple of our training 

sessions that you can watch on YouTube.  The 

benefits of learning this way are:

• You can learn at a time convenient to 
you

• You can learn at your own pace
• You don’t need to travel, so you can 

watch the clips wherever suits you
• You can watch it as many times as you 

like

• You can use it as a refresher for a course 
you’ve done

• You can use it to check whether your 
knowledge is up to date

• You can learn whilst wearing your 
pyjamas!

To see the video clips, go to the Diocesan website 

and click on Church Life, then Training.  You’ll see 

Online Training Resources on that page.  Just select 

the topic you want to watch and off you go.

We are considering producing more of these clips 

and would love to hear your feedback.  We’d also 

like to hear what other sessions you think could be 

offered in this way.  Please contact traceywhite@

churchinwales.org.uk.

By the way, if you do want to attend one of our 

Prospectus training sessions in your pyjamas – we 

won’t judge you.

Tracey White is convener of the Diocesan Training 

Forum and Parish Funding Officer

Diocese Offering for 2016
Blind Veterans UK, based in 

Llandundo, is to receive the 2016 

Diocesan Offering writes Ros 

Crawford, the diocesan offering 

officer.  It secured the most number 

of votes at the Diocesan Conference.

The charity helps blind ex-Service 

personnel to lead an independent 

and fulfilling life by supporting them with in-depth 

expertise, experience and a full range of services at 

their centre in Llandudno. They have been supporting 

vision impaired veterans since 1915, helping them to 

overcome the challenges of blindness and enjoy daily 

life.  There are many veterans living in the St Asaph 

Diocese and this centre is able to support them 

should they become vision impaired. There is also 

support for their families.

To find out more about the charity visit http://www.

blindveterans.org.uk/
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Exciting times as a wave of new clergy 
join the Diocese of St Asaph
Throughout the autumn the Teulu Asaph 

has seen a succession of parishes and 

mission areas begin new chapters with 

the installation, induction or service of 

welcome for a new cleric.  Since September, 

eight new clergy have been appointed, 

with almost half of those heading to Wales 

from outside the Province.

One of the most prominent new starts was 

the opening of the diocese’s first Church 

Army Centre of Mission at St Mark’s 

in Caia Park, Wrexham.   Church Army 

Evangelist, Chris Lawton, was appointed 

as the Lead Evangelist, having previously 

worked with children, youth and young 

families in the Diocese of Winchester.  

Chris said: “My priority is to listen and 

discern God’s will for creating worshipping 

communities within the estate.” Josh 

Smith will be working alongside Chris in 

the capacity of Pioneer Evangelist at the 

new Centre of Mission. Before this he 

was working as a youth and community 

worker and worship leader in Liverpool.

Elsewhere, Prestatyn welcomed its new 

Vicar, The Revd David Ash in October.  

He moved to the town from the Church 

of England where he had been serving 

as Assistant Curate of All Saints’ Church, 

Wellington and St Catherine’s Church, 

Eyton as well as Local Parish Development 

Officer for Shrewsbury Episcopal Area.

Also in October, the Revd Gwenda Cooper 

was licenced as an Associate Priest in 

Llanelian and Colwyn.  

The Parishes of Llansantffraid Ym 

Mechain and Llanfechain in Powys 

inaugurated their new vicar, the Revd 

Emma Rees at a service on Saturday 19th 

September.  Emma moved to mid Wales 

from Barry where she had been Assistant 

Curate of All Saints’ Church since 2011.  

Bishop Gregory said: ‘It’s always good 

to welcome new people to the diocese, 

and it is great to be welcoming a young 

priest with huge enthusiasm for life to the 

diocese.  We hope that Emma will be very 

happy with the people of Llansanffraid and 

Llanfechain.’

On Tuesday, 15 September the Reverend 

Lynette Norman started a new role 

as Vicar of the Llanrhaeadr Ym 

Mochnant Group of parishes in the 

Tanat Valley.  Previously, Lynette was 

based at Pennant Melangell as Priest 

Guardian of the Shrine of St Melangell and 

the Director of the St Melangell Centre and 

had exercised a ministry as Associate Priest 

to communities of Llanrhaeadr, Llangynog, 

Penybontfawr, Llanarmon Mynydd Mawr 

and Brithdir.   ‘I look forward to the 

challenges of being a Vicar once more’ 

said Lynette, ‘and embarking on my new 

role at an exciting time for the group of 

parishes as we discern together what it is 

to be a mission team.  I am interested in 

walking alongside them as they develop 

their relationship with God, with others 

and with his creation.’

Mold welcomed its new vicar on 

Sunday 13 September as The Reverend 

Kevin Horswell moved to the town from 

Barmouth.  There he had been Rector of 

Llanaber and Bontddu since 2000 and for 

the last five years had also been serving as 

Area Dean of Ardydwy.  Prior to this Kevin 

had ministered in Bootle, Oxford and 

Chester. Kevin was licensed by the Bishop 

as leader of the churches of St Mary the 

Virgin, Mold and St James’, New Brighton 

as part of the ministry team of  Mold 

Mission Area.

On Thursday, September 3rd, the Reverend 

Canon Pauline Walker was welcomed at a 

special service in St Mary’s Church, Denbigh 

as she began her ministry as Rector of the 

Parish of Denbigh and the Parishes 

of Henllan, Llannefydd and Bylchau.  

Pauline Walker was ordained in St Asaph 

Cathedral in 1993 and moved to Denbigh 

from the Wrexham area where she has 

been Vicar of Llay since 2004, and Vicar of 

Rossett and Isycoed from 2011.  
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Schools Update

The Church in Wales is continuing to 

oppose plans by Denbighshire County 

Council to close Ysgol Llanbedr near 

Ruthin.  An alternative proposal to 

federate the school with nearby Ysgol 

Trefnant was rejected at a meeting 

of the Council’s cabinet on 27th 

October.  Rosalind Williams Director 

of Education and Lifelong Learning 

for the Diocese of St Asaph said “we 

remain committed to Ysgol Llanbedr 

and will continue to support the school 

and its wider community.”  Objections 

to the closure of Ysgol Llanbedr can be 

submitted to llanbedr@denbighshire.

gov.uk.

At the same meeting, the council 

agreed to press on with plans to 

merge Ysgol Llanfair DC with Ysgol 

Pentrecelyn, both situated in the 

Ruthin area.  

New faith garden 
in Shotton 

A new faith garden and a classroom 

have been formally opened by the 

Bishop of St Asaph at St Ethelwolds 

school in Shotton.  The sensory 

garden was created after the school 

community experienced a number of 

sad and difficult losses over a relatively 

short period of time. More than simply 

remembering the departed, the whole 

school community wanted the garden 

to be a sacred place where children, 

staff and parents can find peace. The 

money raised was a real community 

effort, with donations from St 

Ethelwold’s Church, parents and local 

businesses.

Bishop’s Christmas 
Card Competition

Bishop Gregory has received the largest 

number of entries ever for his annual 

Christmas card competition.  More 

than 940 were submitted and the 

winner will be announced on Thursday 

10 December.  

A team of judges select the winning 

picture which is turned into a Christmas 

card to be sent to the Bishop’s friends, 

A new head teacher has been 

welcomed to St Mary’s (VA) 

School in Brymbo.  Austin Bowers 

took over as the school’s head in 

September.  

family and colleagues 

around the world. As you can see from 

the entries pictured here, the standard 

is very high! In 2014 the winner was 

Cerys Bennion, aged 9 from St Mary’s 

School in Ruabon.  
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Equal Marriage 
update from Bishop 
Gregory

The Church in Wales has been going 

through a process of consultation 

concerning how the Church responds to 

the change in law to allow people to 

marry someone of the same gender.  

Currently, the law has not changed for 

the Church in Wales, and we are only 

allowed to marry in Church according to 

the traditional understanding.  The 

debate has been very animated – to say 

the least – and many people expressed 

the worry that the decision had already 

been made: that the consultation was 

window dressing.  This is not the case, 

and, in fact, the results of the consultation 

were so mixed, that the bishops have 

decided that this is not sufficient to 

enable proposals for change to be 

considered by Governing Body.  

This will disappoint some, and relieve 

others, but while there may be no 

change in the formal position, it cannot 

obscure the need for the Church to 

offer pastoral care and support to all 

its members, and this includes our gay, 

lesbian and transgendered members as 

much as anyone else.  The bishops are 

therefore taking advice about how best 

we can ensure that our ministry to gay 

and lesbian people is as good as it can 

be.

More discussion on this subject can 

be found on the website at: http://

goo.gl/DkFxwn

Cyfieithiad Cymraeg 
newydd o’r Beibl

Mae’r trydydd cyfieithiad llawn o’r Beibl 

i’r Gymraeg newydd gael ei gyhoeddi.

Wedi ei gyfieithu o’r Hebraeg a’r Groeg 

gwreiddiol, beibl.net yw’r Beibl mewn 

Cymraeg bob dydd – yn berffaith ar 

gyfer pobl ifanc, y rhai sy’n dysgu’r iaith 

a’r rhai sy’n siarad Cymraeg yn rhugl.

Lluniwyd y cyfieithiad gan Arfon Jones a’i 

dîm dros gyfnod 

o 15 mlynedd, 

ac mae’n dilyn 

y cyfieithiad 

g w re i d d i o l 

gan William 

M o r g a n 

ym 1588 

a’r Beibl 

Cymraeg 

Newydd 

(BCN), a gyhoeddwyd ym 1988.

New Welsh 
translation of the 
Bible

The third ever full translation of the Bible 

into Welsh has just been published. 

Translated from the original Hebrew and 

Greek, beibl.net is the Bible in everyday 

Welsh – perfect for young people, those 

learning the language and those who are 

native Welsh speakers.

The translation has been carried out 

by Arfon Jones and a team over a 15 

year period and follows the original 

translation by William Morgan in 1588 

and a Y Beibl Cymraeg Newydd (BCN), 

which was published in 1988.  

Lent Courses

Lent, which begins in February, is 

often kept as a particular time of study 

and devotion.   The Revd Dr Richard 

Hainsworth, the diocesan director of 

Exploring Faith, provides a summary of 

suggested books and courses for Lent.  

You can find more online at http://

goo.gl/OszZf2.

I am with you by Kathryn Green-

McCreight - The Archbishop of 

Canterbury’s 2016 Lent Book examines 

God’s presence among us as light in 

darkness. God is on the Cross by 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer brings together 40 

extracts from his letters and sermons, 

drawn from his experiences with the 

Confessing church under the Nazis. 

Meanwhile a very different approach 

is taken by Leslie Francis in The Gospel 

in the Willows, who helps us reflect on 

Lent from a new angle, reflecting on 

passages from the classic Wind in the 

Willows.

Rachel Mann, in The Risen Dust, 

gives poetic voice to the characters 

of the passion in the Gospels. Using 

frank expression, she explores the 

connections between prayer and 

blasphemy and the dark sides of life 

and death.

Those who prefer a more active aspect 

to their reflections might like to sign up 

at http://40acts.org.uk/ and pledge to 

devote yourself to 40 days of giving 

back, doing good and living generously.

News in Brief
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Your News

On Saturday 26th September the Revd 

Kate Tiltman, Janet Okell and Jean 

Audrey Speare from St Mary’s Church, 

Ruabon attended a special service at 

Brecon Cathedral to mark the 70th 

anniversary of Christian Aid.

The address was given by the Former 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan 

Williams.  In it he reminded the 

congregation of Christian Aid’s purpose 

and its important work world-wide.

Huw Thomas, Head of Christian Aid 

Wales stated that in Wales Christian 

Aid has a very strong presence and is 

deeply rooted.  Throughout Wales today 

our engagement is stronger than ever 

working with 1,500 churches and tens of 

thousands of individual supporters.

The service was an opportunity to thank 

Welsh churches and supporters for their 

continous support over the years.

Christian Aid was established in the 

aftermath of the Second World War.  

British and Irish church leaders met and 

were determined to do everything to 

help European refugees who had lost 

everything.  On the first Sunday after VE 

Day in May 1945, the churches across the 

UK raised £85,000 to support ‘Christian 

Reconstruction in Europe’ which later 

became known as Christian Aid.

Christian Aid believes that everyone 

is created equal, with inherent dignity 

and basic rights.  When people are 

dehumanised – denied food, water, 

dignity, justice, education, healthcare 

and chance of an income, Christian 

Aid stands with them and 

supports them.  We need to 

work together to help those 

less fortunate than ourselves 

who are having to leave their 

homelands and seek safe 

haven elsewhere.

Dydd Sadwrn Medi 26ain 

teithiodd Parch Kate Tiltman, 

Janet Okell a Jean Audrey 

Speare o Eglwys Santes Fair, Rhiwabon 

i Gadeirlan Aberhonddu i fynychu oedfa 

arbennig i nodi penblwydd Cymorth 

Cristnogol yn 70 oed.

Pregethwyd gan cyn Archesgob 

Caergaint, Dr Rowan 

Williams.  Atgoffodd 

y gynulleidfa o bwrpas 

Cymorth Cristnogol a’r 

gwaith pwysig a wneir ar 

draws y byd. Nododd Huw 

Thomas, pennaeth Cymorth 

Cristnogol yng Nghymru 

fod gan Cymorth Cristnogol 

bresenoldeb amlwg a 

gwreiddiau dwfn iawn yng 

Nghymru.  Mae ein gwaith yn gryfach 

nag erioed erbyn hyn – gyda 1,500 o 

eglwysi a degau o filoedd o unigolion yn 

ein cefnogi ac yn cydweithio a ni. 

Roedd y gwasanaeth yn gyfle i ddiolch 

i eglwysi a chefnogwyr Cymru am eu 

cefnogaeth a’u hymrwymiad ar hyd y 

blynyddoedd.

Sefydlwyd Cymorth Cristnogol ar 

ddiwedd yr Ail Ryfel Byd.  Daeth 

arweinwyr eglwysi gwledydd Prydain 

at ei gilydd er mwyn estyn cymorth i’r 

ffoaduriaid ar gyfandir Ewrop.  Y Sul 

cyntaf ar ol Diwrnod VE ym Mai 1945 

gwnaed casgliad yn yr eglwysi ar draws 

gwledydd Prydain a chodwyd £85,000 

i ‘Christian Reconstruction in Europe’.  

Newidiwyd enw’r mudiad hwnnw i 

Cymorth Cristnogol yn ddiweddarach.

Cred Cymorth Cristnogol i bawb gael 

eu creu yn gyfartal – gydag urddas a 

hawliau sylfaenol.  Pan gaiff pobl eu trin 

yn annynnol – heb fwyd, dŵr, urddas, 

cyfiawnder, addysg, gofal iechyd na 

chyfle i gynnal eu hunain, mae Cymorth 

Cristnogol yn sefyll gyda hwy ac yn estyn 

cymorth a chefnogaeth iddynt.  Rhaid i 

ni weithio gyda’n gilydd i helpu’r rhai 

sy’n llai ffodus na ni, sy’n gorfod gadael 

eu cartrefi i geisio lloches ddiogel mewn 

gwledydd eraill.

Jean Audrey Speare was awarded 

the Order of St Asaph for her 

contribution to the life of the Diocese 

as a Champion for Fair Trade.

Christian Aid marks 
70 years of service
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Eich newyddion chi

Fund raising fire 
walk

On a very wet afternoon in October, 

the wardens fund raiser on behalf of St 

Cystennin’s Church, near Mochdre took 

place.  This year’s event was Fire Walking 

which was approached with trepidation!

On arrival the group was given an hour 

long familiarisation talk.  To see if we 

were ready the instructor placed an arrow 

with its point against our throats and the 

feathered end against a board and told 

us to push hard. In all instances the arrow 

broke with no injury to anyone!

So off we went to the fire site: shoes 

and socks off and ready to go!  The 

temperature was measured at 738.5 

degrees.

I had been told that fire walking could 

be addictive and that became apparent 

in my case.  Three times I traversed the 

fire pit, despite the heavens opening and 

the rain falling horizontally.  

Anyone wishing to contribute to my 

fund raising can still do so by sending 

donations to the parish office, St David’s

Church, Penrhyn Bay.  Many thanks to all 

who supported my efforts in this year’s 

fund raising (Peter Jones).

Angel voices ever 
singing?

A new endowment fund for St Asaph 

Cathedral Choir is to be set up to 

support and develop the work of the 

choir.  A special appeal will be launched 

at Cathedral Evensong at 3.30pm on 

Sunday, 13th December.  

The appeal is seeking to draw support 

from a wide range of people associated 

with the musical and cultural life of 

Wales, as well as those of us who worship 

regularly across our diocese.

A small working group has been 

charged with developing the appeal, 

and it’s chaired by the Archdeacon of 

Montgomery, the Ven Peter Pike.  

He said: “Our choir is very well led and 

supported and, with the much-needed 

refurbishment of the Song School, works 

extremely well with the budget it has. The 

enthusiasm and skill of the choristers and 

older members is infectious. However, 

to maintain these levels, and indeed to 

improve on them, is very costly, and 

cannot possibly be maintained through 

the normal year-on-year income of the 

cathedral. 

“Acknowledging this, the Dean and 

Chapter have asked that a St Asaph 

Cathedral Choir Endowment Fund be set 

up, with an attendant Appeal. 

“We particularly believe that the musical 

experiences and education which our 

choristers receive while they are in 

the choir are priceless, and that this 

opportunity needs to be extended to 

future generations.

“Please support this venture with your 

generosity and prayer, so that angel 

voices may indeed keep singing here 

for generations to come.” Details of the 

appeal will be posted on StAR.

Christmas Tree 
Festivals

At St David’s in Connahs Quay 17 

Christmas trees were decorated for the 

Festival.
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For the second time this year, a stricken Paris draws 

our compassion.  No-one can remain unshocked by 

the second terrorist outrage that this city has had 

to endure.  It is all the worse because this was quite 

simply an indiscriminate attack; expressing the hatred 

of the so-called Caliphate of ISIS (“Islamic State in 

Iraq and Syria”) towards those whom they would like 

to portray as the crusader states of the West.  It is 

doubly disturbing because this could be the forerunner 

of similar attacks elsewhere, and any city, any large 

gathering of people, becomes a potential target.

At a time like this, as well as remembering in our 

prayers the families of those brutally murdered, we 

must guard our reactions. We 

are shocked about Paris; but this 

meant that we almost entirely 

ignored Beirut, where there was a 

similar attack the same weekend.  

What seems to be happening is 

that ISIS, which has been suffering 

some reverses in Iraq and Syria, has 

launched attacks on soft targets 

in the Middle East and the West.  They’ve used 

the obvious route into Europe via the mass refugee 

migration to smuggle fanatics into our midst.

So what should our reaction be?  First of all, let’s not 

victimise the victims.  The refugees are fleeing ISIS, not 

supporting them; so if jihadis are being smuggled in 

their midst, let’s not tar everyone with the same brush.  

It all goes to show that a lot more work, and a lot more 

co-operation, is needed to manage the refugee crisis.  It 

would play into the hands of ISIS if they could point to 

an uncaring and rejecting Europe.

Second, let’s reflect on what’s really going on.  ISIS are 

managing to recruit angry and frightened young men, 

and some women, from across the Islamic world, and 

even from British communities, for an extreme creed 

because suicidal violence is presented as a solution to 

them.  A solution to what?  We need to answer that 

question if ever we’re going to understand the root 

causes of this terrorism.  

Violence appeals to ISIS recruits because this particular 

brand of Islam is telling them that they can be martyrs 

and saints if they bring specific anti-Islamic forces to 

the ground. The West (and that includes us; even you 

and I are potential targets) is being blamed for Middle 

East dictatorships, for Israeli oppression and Palestinian 

suffering, for tempting Muslims with consumer culture 

and lax morality. All this is presented as a justification 

for getting high on bloodshed. In the face of all this, 

we need to hold our nerve.  We 

need to encourage international co-

operation to tackle the root causes 

of war in the Middle East, and 

that includes a renewed focus on 

solving long-standing problems like 

Palestine, and Arab dictatorships.  

We need to renew our commitment 

to the values which actually feed 

us – compassion, fairness, tolerance – so that violence 

can be transcended.  We need to pull people together, 

including our Muslim neighbours, the vast majority of 

whom share our revulsion at the violence.  We need, 

we can say as Christians, the transforming power of 

God to be focussed on the situation by prayer, and 

Christian advocacy.

All this can feel utterly overwhelming in the front 

rooms of our homes in north Wales.  But let us do 

what we can – a letter to a politician or a newspaper 

here, a carefully chosen donation there, a wise word 

in a conversation with our neighbours, a gesture of 

friendship to the stranger, to the Muslim neighbour or 

the incoming refugee, and above all, prayer.  By God’s 

grace and favour, we may yet change the world.

Teulu Asaph is designed by Martyn Walsh, edited by Karen Maurice and printed by PWS Print Limited.
Please send copy and high quality photographs for the February/March 2016 edition to Karenmaurice@churchinwales.org.uk by 4th January 

2016. If you would like to discuss a possible article beforehand, please call 01745 532588.
While we welcome all contributions, unfortunately we are not able to print everything.   

My thoughts about Paris 
By Bishop Gregory Cameron


