
T E U L U
A SA P H

FR
EE

AM
 D

DIM

Esgobaeth Llanelwy   Diocese of St Asaph             Chwefror/Mawrth    February/March 2015

Unsure who to vote for?

Consider the checklist of 
the prophet Micah.

It hasn’t been bettered 
for the last 2700 years.
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A Reflection from Bishop Gregory.  The General Election 
will be an interesting opportunity to see how our politi-
cians measure up.  There’s been a tendency recently to-
wards assertive self-confidence about the result: the “I 
will be the Prime Minister of this country after the next 
election, and I will rescue it from all the errors of my ri-
vals” sort of thing.  The first thing I’ll be 
looking for is humility in the face of the 
challenges we face, and a readiness to lis-
ten for wisdom wherever it can be found, 
even in God!
Micah’s formula can’t be beaten.  Doing 
justice implies working for a fair Britain, so 
I’ll be looking for policies which demon-
strate inclusion: how the poorest can be 
helped to share in the prosperity of the 
wealthiest.  I’ll be looking for politicians 
who care about issues of justice abroad – 
Christian persecution within the context of all interna-
tional injustice; Africa, Syria, the Middle East, Palestine, 
human rights records, these continue as some of my chief 
concerns. Loving mercy implies going beyond the letter of 
the law, looking for ways to encourage charitable and so-
cial endeavour, having a preference for the poor, looking 
for who is being left out.  It reminds us that we have to 
build the moral context of our nation as well as its struc-
tures, and I’ll want to know what values our politicians 
stand for.  It reminds us that finger-pointing the blame 
is not as valuable as positive engagement. We tend to 
be proud of the fact we live in a democracy, but let us 
remember that democracy means that ultimately our pol-
iticians have to be accountable to us.  I hope therefore 
that we’ll have a participative election, with plenty of lo-
cal hustings to put candidates through their paces, plenty 
of television debate, and a readiness by candidates to do 
the local canvassing which means contact with local peo-
ple.  I hope we’ll all exercise our vote, and, as we ponder 
what to do, we might like to keep Micah’s checklist in 
mind, and note how our candidates measure up; how do 
our candidates want to do justice, what notes of mercy 
are included in their speeches, and do they walk humbly 
(with their God)?

“What does the Lord require of you, but this, 
only this?  To do justice, to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6 v 8

Bydd yr Etholiad Cyffredinol yn gyfle diddorol i weld sut siâp 

sydd ar ein gwleidyddion. Bu tuedd yn ddiweddar tuag at 

hunanhyder pendant ynghylch y canlyniad: “Fi fydd Prif 

Weinidog y wlad ar ôl yr etholiad nesaf, a byddaf yn ei 

hachub o holl wallau fy nghystadleuwyr” – y math yna o 

beth. Y peth cyntaf y byddaf yn chwilio amdano yw gostyn-

geiddrwydd yn wyneb yr heriau rydym yn 

eu hwynebu, a pharodrwydd i wrando am 

ddoethineb lle bynnag y gellir dod o hyd 

iddo, hyd yn oed yn Nuw!

Ni ellir rhagori ar fformiwla Micha. Mae 

gwneud cyfiawnder yn awgrymu gweithio 

dros Brydain deg, felly byddaf yn cadw gol-

wg am bolisïau sy’n dangos cynhwysiant: sut 

gellir helpu’r tlotaf i rannu yn ffyniant y cy-

foethocaf. Byddaf yn chwilio am wleidyddion 

sy’n malio am faterion cyfiawnder dramor – 

erlid Cristnogion yng nghyd-destun pob anghy-

fiawnder rhyngwladol; yn Affrica, Syria, y Dwyrain Canol, 

Palesteina, hanes hawliau dynol - mae’r rhain yn parhau fel 

rhai o’m prif bryderon. Mae cariad trugarog yn awgrymu 

mynd y tu hwnt i ystyr lythrennol y ddeddf, drwy chwilio am 

ffyrdd o annog ymdrech elusennol a chymdeithasol, sicrhau 

dewis i bobl dlawd, cadw golwg am rai sy’n cael eu heithrio. 

Mae’n ein hatgoffa bod yn rhaid i ni lunio cyd-destun moe-

sol ein cenedl yn ogystal â’i strwythurau, a byddaf eisiau 

gwybod dros ba werthoedd y mae ein gwleidyddion yn se-

fyll. Mae’n ein hatgoffa ni nad yw amlygu beiau mor werth-

fawr ag ymgysylltu’n gadarnhaol.  Rydym yn tueddu i fod 

yn falch o’r ffaith ein bod yn byw mewn democratiaeth, ond 

gadewch i ni gofio bod democratiaeth yn golygu fod ein 

gwleidyddion yn gorfod bod yn atebol i ni yn y pen draw. 

Rwy’n gobeithio, felly, y byddwn yn cymryd rhan lawn yn 

yr etholiad, gyda digon o hystingau lleol i brofi ymgeiswyr, 

digon o drafod ar y teledu, a pharodrwydd gan ymgeiswyr i 

wneud y gwaith canfasio lleol sy’n golygu cysylltiad â phobl 

leol. Rwy’n gobeithio y bydd pawb ohonom yn defnyddio 

ein pleidlais, ac, wrth i ni ystyried beth i’w wneud, efallai yr 

hoffem gadw rhestr wirio Micha mewn cof, a nodi sut rai yw 

ein hymgeiswyr; sut mae ein hymgeiswyr eisiau ymwneud â 

chyfiawnder, pa gyfeiriadau at drugaredd sydd yn eu hare-

ithiau, ac a ydyn nhw’n rhodio’n ostyngedig (gyda’u Duw)?

PROPHET MICAH
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To do justice...

We’re looking for a politics which doesn’t point at those who 

are poor or vulnerable as the reason for the problems in our 

society, and politicians who will be advocates and defenders of 

those who need help most.
We want the next Government to rebalance the books fairly 

and avoid making the poor pay a “poverty premium” that leaves 

them worse off.  Whoever forms the next Government should close the growing 

chasm between the richest 1% and the other 99%, reversing the 

trend that has seen the 21st Century become one of the most 

unequal in history.

...to love mercy...

We encourage candidates standing in the General Election to 

read the All Party Parliamentary Inquiry into Hunger in the 

UK: whoever forms the next Government should implement its 

recommendations and help lead us to a hunger-free Britain.  

We want a politics which encourages a more tolerant society 

that empowers people to reach their potential no matter where 

they have come from:  everyone should be encouraged to act to 

eliminate social injustice.  
We want politicians who help the vulnerable and the 

marginalised to regain their dignity and who strive for a society 

engaged in social justice.

...to walk humbly...

We want humble politicians who are in politics because they 

want to build a better future for people here in Britain and 

around the world.We want politicians who don’t push their own self interest but 

make their decisions based on what is best for those in every 

part of our society:  especially those who are in need.

When Teulu Asaph asked the 
Engaging Steering Group what 
they would like our politicians to 
focus on in the General Election 
campaign, Engaging Officer Sarah 
Wheat told us that ending poverty 
and homelessness should be high on 
the agenda. Here Sarah tells us about 
a project in Wrexham which is trying to 
do just that and we outline our election 
manifesto following Micah’s advice to do 
justice, love mercy and walk humbly with 
our God.
Every week a team of volunteers from 
Churches in Wrexham head to a car park in the town 
centre carrying soup, sandwiches, hot drinks, 
crisps and fruit.  This is Wrexham Feeding the 

Roofless. In the run up to Christmas, Sarah 
joined the volunteers as around 20 homeless 
people came for food in the Market Street Car 
Park.  It was the first time she had joined the 
team but now she is urging others to take 
part – especially as it only takes an hour and 
a half of someone’s time. Sarah said:
“The evening was busy and filled with 
friendly chatter and ended with an 
impromptu Christmas carol.  I left feeling 
uplifted, thankful, blessed, eager to 
return and wanting to tell others about 
my experience so they could have the 
chance of being a part of something 
that you get more out of than you 
put in. The first person I spoke to 
grew up in the same village as me, 
we remembered the same places, 
had attended the same schools 
and even remembered the same 
teachers.  He told me how 
losing his father had led to his 
life spiralling out of control.  
He was now trying to rebuild 
relationships with family 
members but his addictions 
made this a slow and 
painful process.”
Alan Story from St 
Mary’s church in 
Minera has been 
involved with Feeding 

the Roofless for many years and explained 
the need for more people get involved.  
He said: “We particularly need more 
men.  We said from the start we 
would always have at least two male 
volunteers per session but now that’s 
not always easy. It is very good for 
team building, within an individual 
church, between congregations of 
the same denomination and also 
between churches of different 

denominations.”
If you would like to get involved or would like to find 

out more information please contact Geraint Owens the 
Chairperson for Wrexham Feeding the Roofless (WFTR) 
at geraintowens@talktalk.net or by phone on 01978 

361347.
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The Venerable John Lomas was 
welcomed as the new Archdeacon 
of St Asaph during Evensong at 
a packed Cathedral in December. 
People gathered from across the 
Diocese from parishes linked to 
John’s ministry. Ordained in 1994, 
John has served his entire ministry in 
the Diocese of St Asaph, starting as a 
Curate in Rhyl before serving as Vicar 
of Holywell for 10 years and more 
recently as Transition Missioner based 
in Wrexham. During the Installation 
service at the Cathedral on St 
Andrew’s Day, the Bishop preached 
from John 1 where Andrew is called as 
the first disciple. Bishop Gregory said 
he would be praying that Archdeacon 
John’s ministry would be similar to 
Andrew’s and hopes John will enable 
the archdeaconry to have a spirit of 
growth which will help parishes there 
to flourish. 
John will also serve as Rector of 
Caerwys and Bodfari and started his 
ministry there on Sunday 11 January. 

A mobile dental clinic in Gaza that 
is supported by Welsh parishion-
ers featured in a BBC news report in 
December. For the last 15 years the 
clinic has been funded by the Church 
in Wales and is operated by the Near 
East Council of Churches (NECC).  It 
works in a district of Gaza which saw 
so much of the conflict last summer.
A BBC Wales film crew tracked it 
down during a four-day visit to Gaza 
for a news report about conditions in 
the city, four months after the intense 
conflict. 
The Church in Wales has donated 
£321,000 to the clinic since the ap-
peal began as part of its Jubilee Fund 
in 2000.  It aims to give £20,000 a 
year and is appealing for more contri-
butions to ensure the clinic can con-
tinue operating.
Archbishop of Wales Dr Barry Mor-
gan said: “A mobile dental clinic may 

seem like a very small thing to sup-
port in a place where there has been 
so much destruction and there are so 
many urgent needs, but it is one way 
in which we can offer support, hope 
and simple humanitarian care.  It is 
important that we don’t forget how 
much people are suffering and that 
we continue to do what we can to 
help them.”
You can contribute to the work of the 
NECC through its dental clinic and 
health centres by sending money or a 
cheque, made payable to the Church 
in Wales Jubilee Fund, to The Church 
in Wales, 39, Cathedral Rd, Cardiff, 
CF11 9XF 

Parishioners turned out in force to 
wish Revd John Bernard Jones a 
happy retirement – 24 years after 
he became vicar of Treuddyn with 
Nercwys.
A buffet was supplied by members 
of Treuddyn and Nercwys PCC’s and 
Paul Dendy, the Treasurer of both 

Church News
St Asaph welcomes 
new Archdeacon

Retirement party for 
Flintshire Vicar

Church funded 
Dental Clinic in BBC 
Wales report
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Newyddion Eglwysig
PCCs presided over the evening.  
Presentations were made to John and 
his wife Anne, followed by a speech 
from John before others congratulat-
ed him and wished him well.  
Local musician and pupil at the Lon-
don Academy of Music, Bethan Grif-
fiths, played the harp.
The new vicar is Revd Carole Pool-
man who was welcomed to the Par-
ishes on Monday 19 January.

Revd Jonathan Smith has been wel-
comed as the new Mission Area 
Leader for Wrexham during a service 
at St Giles’ Church.
He was commissioned by Bishop 
Gregory on Thursday 8 January.
Meanwhile Revd Pam Powell is the 
new Vicar of Brymbo and Bwlchg-
wyn.  She was welcomed to the par-
ish in January as the Bishop also com-
missioned her as Transition Missioner 
to build on the work started by Revd 
John Lomas.  Bishop Gregory said:
“The role is intended as being very 
different to that undertaken by John.  

Instead of supporting individual par-
ishes or groups in an interregnum, 
Pam will be commissioned to work 
across the diocese in helping us to 
transform our lives as part of the ‘Un-
locking our Potential’ programme.”
Bishop Gregory has also announced 
that there will be new House for Duty 
clergy in Llanrwst and Henllan.  Revd 
Ginny Burton will move to Llanrwst 
after Easter and Revd Robert Pearce 
will join the team in Denbigh Dean-
ery in February.  The Bishop has also 
licensed Revd Vera Lewis as NSM As-
sociate Priest for Caerwys & Bodfari 
to work alongside the Venerable John 
Lomas. 

Ddydd Mawrth Tachwedd 11eg bu 
plant Clwb Beuno yn brysur wrthi yn 
plannu bylbiau blodau gwanwynol 
ym mynwent Eglwys Crist, Y Bala.  Y 
bwriad yw harddu y lle gan bwyslei-
sio y bywyd a ddaw o’r bylbiau yma 
a’r bywyd newydd sydd yn cael ei 
ddathlu yn yr eglwys adeg y gwan-

wyn. Gwaith digon budur , ond wrth 
gwrs fel arfer nid oedd y  plant yn 
poeni dim am hyn. Gwelwyd hyn yn 
gyfle hefyd i groesawi pennod newy-
dd yn hanes ein heglwys , sef dathlu 
diwedd y cyfnod Interregnum a he-
fyd croesawu ein Rheithor newydd  Y 
Parch Elaine Atack. Hyderwn y bydd 
gweld y blodau yma yn blaguro yn 
atgoffa pawb o’r pethau newydd da 
yn ein heglwys.

Children from Clwb Beuno in Bala 
planted spring flowering bulbs in the 
churchyard at Christ Church to cele-
brate new life in Spring.  
It was also an opportunity to welcome 
the new Rector Revd Elaine Atack.  
Alyson Evans said: “It was a wet day 
and dirty work but the children didn’t 
care at all.  Hopefully when these 
bulbs flower we will be reminded 
of the good and new things in our 
church.”

Plannu Bylbiau - 
Planting bulbs to 
welcome new Vicar

New Appointments 
across the Diocese



6

Focus on Schools
Ysgol Esgob Morgan to become 
a Church school
Plans to turn Ysgol Esgob Morgan in St Asaph into a faith  
school have been approved by both Denbighshire County 
Council and the Diocese of St Asaph.
It means a formal notice of closure has now been pub-
lished, meaning the school will close on 31 August 2015 
and reopen as a faith school on 1 September 2015.
Rosalind Williams, Director of Education and Lifelong 
Learning for the Diocese of St Asaph said:
“The school Governors at Ysgol Esgob Morgan ap-
proached the Diocese to request a change of status from 
a Community School to a Voluntary Controlled Faith 
School. After careful analysis of the responses received 
during the consultation process there seemed to be a de-
sire for this change.  Accordingly, the Diocesan Board of 
Statutory Education voted in favour of the proposals put 
forward in the consultation document.” You can read the 
consultation report on our website: http://bit.ly/1nFuj8H

Latest office display focussed on 
prayer
Pupils from Ysgol Pant Pastynog have visited the Dioc-
esan Office in St Asaph to supply the latest noticeboard 
display. Every half term the board is redesigned and this 
time around it focusses on prayer.  The display features 
a number of prayers in Welsh and English from pupils at 
the school.

 

Ruabon Pupil
wins Christmas card competition
A nine-year-old girl from St Mary’s School in Ruabon won 
the Bishop’s Christmas card competition.
Cerys Bennion’s artwork depicted the three Wise Men 
bringing their gifts to Jesus.
Every year Bishop Gregory encourages pupils attending 
Church schools to submit designs for his card. The win-

ner is chosen by 
a panel of judges 
and their design is 
turned into a Christ-
mas card sent to the 
Bishop’s friends and 
colleagues around 
the world.
Cerys was present-
ed with her prize 
of a book token by 
St Nicholas himself.  
She also received 
some of the printed 
Christmas cards to 
send to her family 
and friends.

Commenting on the competition, Bishop Gregory said:
“Our 50 church schools provide first class education and 
that is reflected in the huge creativity exhibited in this 
year’s Christmas card competition.  
“I am really proud to advertise the good work they do 
as represented in the work of this one spectacular artist 
Cerys Bennion.”
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gage in serious play. My hope is that we might cre-
ate a space where we can come home to God. A 
space where we can allow God to free us from our 
striving and worrying. My hope is that through hu-
mour and creativity and simple forms of prayer we 
might become more honest, more free, more real - 
because it is our real selves (not our spiritual selves) 
whom God loves and desires most deeply.”
You can find out more about Mark’s work on his 
website: https://markyaconelli.wordpress.com/
We’re hoping that these 2020 Vision follow-up 
events will attract hundreds of people from across 
the Diocese and invites were sent out to delegates 
at the end of January.  

The Power of Prayer
Bringing 2020 Vision to life

D
A

TG
LO

I E
IN

 P
O

TE
N

SI
A

L 
- U

N
LO

C
KI

N
G

 O
U

R 
PO

TE
N

TI
A

L

At the Time is Now Conference in Llandudno back 
in November, one key theme kept being repeated 
as members of the Church in Wales shared stories 
about their 2020 Vision journey.  It was the theme 
of prayer.
All the successful 2020 Vision initiatives that 
the Conference heard about had stemmed from 
prayerful reflection.  Prayer was also highlighted by 
Conference speaker Christina Baxter who explained 
that she led whole days of prayer – particularly for 
the Church of England’s General Synod.
The need to root all that we are doing with 2020 
Vision in prayer is so important; we have decided 
that our Diocesan follow-up event to The Time is 
Now Conference will be focussed on prayer.  The 
Power of Prayer – bringing 2020 Vision to life is a 
four-hour conference that will take place in three 
different venues across the Diocese over the week-
end of Friday 27 February to Sunday 1 March.
We are delighted to welcome internationally ac-
claimed speaker Mark Yaconelli who will be join-
ing us for the weekend from America.  Mark is a 
storyteller and a popular speaker and retreat leader 
around the world.  He will lead us through a time 
of contemplative prayer before everyone gets the 
chance to explore different ways of praying both in 
groups and as individuals. Mark is really excited to 
be joining us and said:
“I am looking forward to being at St Asaph to en-

If you haven’t booked your place yet and are keen to take part, please call the Diocesan 
Office on 01745 582245.  Although places are limited by the size of the venues, there 
may still be places available.  The event will run in the following four locations:

St Asaph Cathedral
Friday 27 February, 1.30pm – 5.30pm with the 

opportunity to attend Choral Evensong at 6pm.

St Joseph’s Catholic and Anglican 
High School, Wrexham
Saturday 28 February, 9.30am – 1.30pm.

St Joseph’s Catholic and Anglican 
High School, Wrexham
Saturday 28 February, 2.30pm – 6.30pm.

Gregynog Hall, Tregynon, Newtown
Sunday 1 March, 2pm – 6pm.
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Hope Church engages 
community for Christmas 
Starts service

A life-size nativity scene was unveiled to the 
public in Hope after a Christmas Starts service 
which finished with the village Christmas lights’ 
switch-on.
Parishioners and members of the community 
sang carols in a packed Parish Church before a 
Roman Centurion (Paul Harston, from Park in 
the Past) announced the census and ordered 
Mary, Joseph and everyone outside to register!
The crowd gathered outside the Red Lion Inn 

before the Centurion gave the countdown and 
the lights were switched on to the ringing of 
the Church bells.  The lights were hung in the 
churchyard trees, Red and White Lion Inns and 
there was also a life-size nativity crib, complete 
with a floating angel.
Councillor Ian Sumptor of Little Jobs, who 
arranged for the lights and constructed the life-
size crib and angel, said:
“An event has been created that will become 
part of the village’s Christmas celebrations for 
many years.”
Rector Revd Adam Pawley led the Christmas 
Starts service and said:
“The response and enthusiasm from the 
community was brilliant. The event and the 
lights became a major talking point. I can’t wait 
until next year!” 

All Change for Shared 
Ministry in Erbistock
At the heart of 2020 Vision is a desire for shared 
ministry and in Erbistock the Parish embraced it 
on Christmas Day after Revd David Child lost 
his voice!  PCC Secretary Chris Thomas has sent 
us this report.
We are very traditional in Erbistock and love our 
Green Prayer Book but on Christmas Day it was 
all change.  Canon David had lost his voice and 
our retired cleric was booked to take a service at 
the same time in Overton.  So it was all hands 
on deck and a switch to the 2004 Family Com-
munion. David managed to give the Absolution, 
the Peace, pray the Consecration Prayer and 
give the Blessing.  One worship leader led the 
service from the Gathering to the Peace includ-
ing the Intercessions.  A Churchwarden read the 
Gospel.  Another worship leader read David’s 
address and two Eucharist assistants adminis-
tered the bread and wine.  
People remarked that there was something very 
special about the service and we had a good 
congregation of about 75.  That’s not bad for a 
parish with a population somewhere between 
100 and 200. It was swelled by returning chil-
dren and grandchildren but was nearly twice 
last year’s. 
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Diocesan Youth Forum 
encourage Church to 
engage
So, youths these days; lazy, dull, illiterate….  
Christian?
The first meeting of the St Asaph Youth Forum 
proved only one of those to be true.  A group of 
ten under 18s gathered at the Christian Moun-
tain Centre in Barmouth for a weekend of mud, 
madness and meetings, with a bit of reflection 
and prayer thrown in.
The group has been brought together to feed 
into and influence the Diocesan structures – 
particularly the Standing Committee and the 
Diocesan Conference.  They want to find ways 
of helping young people engage with their faith 
and help to strengthen the all-age community 
of the Church.
They hope to achieve this by encouraging youth 
services and outreach work.  They also plan to 
use their Diocesan influence to try and effect 
change across the Church in Wales.

Under the guidance of under 25’s officer Tim 
Feak, the Youth Forum presented their initial 
thoughts to the 2020 Vision The Time is Now 
Conference in Llandudno at the end of Novem-
ber.  Laura Williams and Oliver Wright (pic-
tured) explained that they had come up with a 
strap-line from the book of Joshua in the bible. 
“Whatever you have commanded us we will do, 
and wherever you send us we will go.” (Joshua 
1:16) Commenting on the Youth Forum, Tim 
said: 
“The enthusiasm and passion of the young 
people for their faith and church was truly spe-
cial. I cannot wait to see what this group will 
achieve!”

Community Hub unveiled 
in Shotton

2020 Vision is all about engaging with our 
local communities and St Andrew’s Church in 
Shotton is doing just that following a £160,000 
refurbishment programme.
Called St Andrew’s Community Hub, the Church 
now has a dual purpose.  There is a worship 
area alongside a large community space with 
a meeting room including a computer suite, a 
fully fitted kitchen and toilet facilities.
There is still some work to do, particularly 
to make the building more energy efficient.  
Existing windows will be replaced, a new 
insulated ceiling provided and the lighting will 
be upgraded.  There are also plans in this final 
stage to resurface the car park.
The building was revealed to the public in 
November with local MPs and AMs joining Lord 
Barry Jones and the Vicar – Revd Steven Green 
for the official opening.
Peter Houghton has been overseeing the work 
at St Andrew’s and is delighted to see it come to 
fruition. He said:
“It’s been a long journey but now we are 
really excited to see the Church become a vital 
community resource for Shotton. Our hope is 
that St Andrew’s Church can be used for many 
years to come as both a place of worship and a 
space for community activities.”
Contributions to the project in St Andrews have 
come from the Veolia Trust, the Maude Yeardye 
Trust, Cadwyn Clwyd and the Number One Trust 
Fund.  There have also been donations from the 
Church in Wales, the National Churches Trust, 
the Allchurches Trust and Communities First. D
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St Asaph’s new 
Archdeacon the Venerable  John 

Lomas is passionate about mission.  Teulu 
Asaph editor Phil Topham spent some time 
asking him how his new responsibilities as an 
Archdeacon can help make 2020 Vision and 
mission a reality in the north of the Diocese.

Some people are still asking what 2020 Vision 
is – can you explain it in two sentences?
In the last 50 years, some Churches have just 
been dealing with themselves rather than 
connecting with their communities – that’s been 
part of the reason for our decline.  2020 Vision 
is about reconnecting with the community 
because we have got something to say and 
we need to get out there and be relevant and 
vibrant in our communities again.

So, as Archdeacon, how are you going to 
facilitate that in this new role?
Well, the difficulty with 2020 Vision in my 
view is that Churches are very individual, a bit 
like people, so we need to cater for individual 
situations, cultures and characters.  This means 
that 2020 Vision isn’t something that can just 
be laid out as complete in itself.  Each individual 
Church has to learn what 2020 Vision means 
for them in terms of mission.  It means how do 
they work as a Church now and how do they 
feel they might be able to work in the future?  
What is God calling them to?  

So what are you most excited about?
Meeting the churches and finding out where 
they feel they are.  If I have any gift at all it is 
that eagerness and motivation to be missional 

as a Church rather than to look after ourselves 
hoping that people might come through the 
door.  So I am excited to see where people 
think that they are in that process and to 
help them engage and think of mission 
as something to be enjoyed rather than 
endured.

You are passionate about mission but 
traditionally an Archdeacon deals with HR and 
buildings – can you square that circle?
It doesn’t matter what you are as a clergyperson, 
you have always got to deal with the stuff 
you don’t always want to deal with.  There 
will always be buildings that are falling down, 
graveyards that are a problem and people will 
always be arguing – that’s just the way it is 
and you deal with that.  But, you have to keep 
focussed on what the mission of the Church is.

So how will you encourage churches to 
reimagine that mission of the Church?
Good question.  I think churches need to realise 
that they are relevant.  The gospel is relevant 
and it’s as relevant today as it was when Jesus 
first began to preach and the gospel will always 
be relevant.  So it’s encouraging Churches to 
find their relevance and to find that way in which 
they can carry on preaching the gospel but in 
a direction that doesn’t seem old fashioned 
or predicable – Jesus was never predictable – 
but in a way that builds our confidence, our 
community and of course the Kingdom of God.

What do you think the future holds for the 
Church in Wales?
Well I like to think that 2020 Vision will be the 
thing that changes us.  The thing that makes 
us what we ought to be in the sight of God 
and in the sight of the whole people of God.  I 
think we have to dig ourselves out of a mind-
set that has been to our detriment.  Church 
isn’t about cold, dark places or mind-numbingly 
boring liturgy – it’s about light, it’s about life, 
health and the Kingdom of God.  What was the 
question?  Well, whatever it was, the answer is 
Jesus! 
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The Cathedral welcomed a very 
special guest in the run up to 
Christmas as the UK’s best-selling 
classical artist Russell Watson brought 
his Candlelight Christmas tour to St 
Asaph. Russell performed with the 
Cathedral Choir on Thursday 27 
November.  It was part of a UK tour 
which saw him perform in Cathedrals 
and Minsters up and down the country 
including Liverpool and Glasgow. 
The Cathedral Choir put in extra 
rehearsals for the concert and after 
his performance in St Asaph, Russell 
Watson took to Twitter to voice his 
approval saying: “Tremendous night 
@StAsaphDiocese, thanks to everyone 
who came along and made it our 3rd 
full house! #AwesomeChoirToo”
Master of the Choristers Alan 
McGuinness was delighted to work 
with such a well-known star and 
added: “It was a real pleasure for the 
Cathedral Choir to join Russell Watson 

and it was a great opportunity for our 
choristers to work alongside such an 
accomplished and well known artist.”

A church in Flintshire fed 26 people 
on Christmas Day as part of their 
outreach to the homeless and lonely 
in Holywell. Volunteers at St Peter’s 
Church cooked a full three-course 
meal – including a turkey dinner with 
all the trimmings – and served it to 
those who would have been alone 
for Christmas lunch.

The idea came from the Church’s 
Pastoral Group who go out and visit 
people who are ill or in need. The 
group try and come up with ways 
to get members of St Peter’s known 

for their love and concern in the 
community. Linda Roberts who led 
the volunteers and cooked Christmas 
lunch said: “We earmarked a few 
things we would do differently and 
hopefully next year we will have 
more visitors.  I do believe that our 
God brought people to us and was 
with us all along the way and we have 
enough money left from donations for 
next year without fundraising – how 
amazing is that? Everyone left smiling 
and I have had a few phone calls 
from people saying thank you and 
that they really enjoyed themselves.”
£640 was raised for the project after 
Linda’s husband Keith shaved off his 
20-year-old beard during a family 
service.  That helped to pay for the 
food and meant that everyone who 
attended Christmas lunch received a 
present too.

A special workshop was held in Bala 
to help the church to prepare for 
their new Rector.  “Mind the Gap” 
is run by Acorn and helps a church to 
identify aspirations and expectations 
for the new minister. Acorn tutors 
Lesley Howell and Hilary Murray ran 
the workshop towards the end of 
Bala’s nine-month Interregnum. 
24 people took part in the interactive 
workshop and 20 of the group found 
it very helpful or exceptionally helpful.
If you are interested in running a 
similar workshop please contact 
Hilary on hilarymum@btinternet.com  

Russell Watson 
performs at 
Cathedral

Christmas Lunch for 
26 in Holywell

Preparing for a new 
Vicar in Bala
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The Christmas morning congregation 
at St Cystennin’s Church were treated 
to a short recital by Ellis and Callum 
Thomas. 13-year-old Ellis plays the 
violin and has been invited to join 
the National Youth Orchestra of 
Wales while 10-year-old Callum plays 
cello for the Children’s Orchestra of 
Great Britain. The congregation – 
led by retired Revd Robin Green 
– congratulated both boys on their 
musical achievements. 

More than 150 children from across 
Wrexham enjoyed a free breakfast 
and Christmas crafts during the 
school holidays thanks in part to a 
£700 grant from the Diocese of St 
Asaph. The money helped to pay 
for the “Food and Fun” mornings 
at Hightown Resource Centre as 
children up to the age of 11 came 
along to play games, enjoy crafts and 

eat food together.
Organised in conjunction with St 
Mark’s Church in Caia Park, Diocesan 
Engagement Officer Sarah Wheat 
also worked with Communities 
First Caia Park and Hightown, The 
Salvation Army, Early Years Forum, 
Communities First Urban Villages, 
Caia Park Health Team, Mind Cymru, 
Wrexham Play Team, Hightown 
Community Resource Centre and 
Ian Lucas MP. The project was also 
supported by a number of Wrexham 
businesses who provided food and 
supplies for each morning. 

Sarah said: “There’s often not a lot 
for children to do when schools are 
shut around Christmas. It’s also a 
time when people don’t have a lot 
of spare cash because of Christmas 
commitments. Recent figures also 
show Wrexham’s food bank usage is 
the second highest in North Wales.
“With that in mind, a group of us 
came together to work out how best 
to give young people something to 
do – and a free breakfast – during the 
Christmas break.”

A tree decorated with knitted figures 
to represent the 12 days of Christmas 
was one of the highlights at St Tyssil’s 
Church during their Christmas Tree 
Festival in December. The festival took 
place over a weekend and finished 
with a well-attended carol service 
in Llandyssil. The knitted figures 
representing the 12 days of Christmas 
were created by sub-warden Gwen 
Cooper who also provided the altar 
with a knitted nativity scene. 

Early Birds children’s club meet at 
Prestatyn Parish Church for  breakfast, 
bible stories and craft each Sunday in 
term-time.  The picure shows them 
being presented with bibles.

Food and Fun for 
kids in Wrexham

Brothers offer 
Church Christmas 
recital

Your News
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Christ Church in Bala held its first ever 
Christmas Market during the festive 
season and the organisers hope their 
success can inspire other churches 
to do something similar. More than 
20 tradespeople from all over North 
Wales came to sell and exhibit 
their wares while the crowds were 
entertained with live music. A Grand 
Raffle was drawn and refreshments 
were provided including warm 
mulled apple juice and hot dogs that 
went down very well. Some of the 
visitors and many of the storeholders 
immediately asked if there are plans 
for a follow-up in 2015. Hilary Murray 
from the Parish of Bala organised the 
event and said: “We were delighted 
with how everything came together 
and it was a wonderful event for the 
local community.  There was plenty of 
time to socialize and already people 
are asking if we will repeat it. Thank 

you to all for everything!” If you 
would like some advice on hosting 
something similar in your Church 
in 2015, Hilary is happy to hear 
from you.  You can contact her on 
01678 520344 or email: hilarymum@
btinternet.com

The Chaplaincy Team at Glyndwr 
University organised a debate on 
Climate Change as part of Christian 
Aid’s Hungry for Justice Weekend.
They put together a panel of 
experts including Senior Lecturer in 
Renewable Energy and Sustainable 
Technologies David Sprake and 
Steve Woosey from the North Wales 
Energy Advice Centre. Tim Gee and 
Anna-Jane Evans from Christian Aid 
and Dave Gittins from the Welsh 
Government’s Cynefin Programme 
completed the panel.  Cynefin exists 
to help local communities deliver 
clean, safe and sustainable services 
to their people.  The panel was 
filmed by a group of students from 

the University’s Television Production 
& Technology course. Ruth Holden 
from the Chaplaincy Team said:
“Many questions were asked by 
the audience including what solar 
energy projects are happening on 
the African continent, the role of 
faith communities in encouraging 
change, the importance of education 
and what we can do in our homes to 
change our behaviour. The audience 
were positive saying they enjoyed it 
and many conversations took place 
afterwards.  One student said: ‘It was 
eye opening and a good debate.’  
The panel was also posted about on 
social media sites and it was in the 
local newspaper.”

It’s one of a number of events the 
Chaplaincy Team held in the Autumn 
term.  A welcome barbeque funded by 
Wrexham Cytun (Churches Together) 
took place in September and included 
students from across Europe.  There 
was also a 12 hour vigil for peace 
on Remembrance Day in November 
before the annual Carol Service 
in December.  Glyndwr University 
Community Choir provided the music 
for a shortened version of ‘A Festival 
of Nine Lessons with Christian Aid’.  
It reflected on how Jesus’ birth wasn’t 
simple or safe, and that women across 
the world still give birth in conditions 
that are unsafe and not supported by 
antenatal care.

Bala Christmas 
market aims to 
inspire

Eich newyddion chi
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Monday 23 February marks the start 
of Fair Trade fortnight – an annual 
event in Britain which highlights the 
work of the Fairtrade Foundation.
Buying goods with the Fairtrade 
mark guarantees that producers get 
a fair price for their commodities but 
despite big advances in Fairtrade, only 
1.2% of cocoa is fairly traded and 
less than 10% of tea. For Fairtrade 
Fortnight this year, the focus will 
be sharing the stories of the food 
producers in a fresh and compelling 
way to remind the UK why Fairtrade 
makes a difference and why it is 
needed. One man who is right behind 
it is Gordon Jones from the Parish of 
Bryneglwys.  Gordon takes Fairtrade 
goods into work and sells them in his 
office – often raising several hundred 
pounds in the process. He started 
selling a small box of goods – usually 
chocolates – but it soon became a 
much bigger operation.
“We moved to a single building 
headquarters which meant I could set 
out a stall during lunch time in the 
main concourse, and send an email to 
all staff in the building.  Rapidly, sales 
went from £25.00 to £250.00.
“I now have a stall 3 or 4 times a year 
and sales, especially at Christmas, 
reach £350.00 in just two hours of 
selling and I am able to return any 
unsold goods, so there is no financial 
risk involved. Another advantage of 
the sale or return is that I am able 

to show people the wide range of 
Fairtrade goods available.  Often, 
people only know about the tea, 
coffee and chocolates, but there is so 
much more.”
Gordon’s Fairtrade supplies come 
from Just Shopping, run by Lis and 
John Perkins on Anglesey and he 
picks up the goods every so often in 
St Asaph.
If you are interested in selling 
Fairtrade goods in your Church or 
workplace, you can get in touch with 
Just Shopping on 01248 712389.

Revd Philip Chew’s punk band 
REVISIT have got a new single out 
on iTunes. The Rector of the Llanbedr 
DC group made a name for himself 
while vicar in Blackburn as his band 
played gigs around the North West of 

England, earning him the nickname 
The Rocking Rev.  Now REVISIT’s 
latest single “Denis the Menace and 
Me” is available to download ahead 
of an album called “Menace” which 
is due out later this year. The band 
filmed the video for their new single 
in Blackpool (pictured above) and you 
can watch it on their website revisit.

org.uk. 
Commenting on his latest single, 
Revd Philip said:  “It’s all tongue in 
cheek stuff and the genre is ‘Bright 
Brit Punk’.”

A cheque for £3000 was presented 
to Father Rex Matthias at St Mary’s 
Church in Mold following the latest 
Virgin Art exhibition.
Staged each May, the exhibition 
has been running since 2009 and 
has now raised more than £20,000 
for the Parish church.  Artists pay to 
submit their work and the Church 
takes a commission on any of the 
artworks that are sold during the 
event. The 2015 exhibition will run 
from Monday 4 May until Saturday 
9 May. Last year’s exhibition was 
record-breaking with 100 artists and 
photographers displaying 320 works 
of art ranging in value from £30 to 
£1,000. The most popular exhibit 
was “The Quarryman”, a portrait by 
retired policeman, Jo Arwel Hughes.
Full details about Virgin Art are online: 
www.virginartmold.org.uk 

£3k funding boost 
after art exhibition

Punk Vicar’s new 
single on iTunes
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Around the Diocese

7 February – Film Screening at St Asaph Cathedral 
at 1.00pm in relation to the work of Artist in Residence 
Angela Davies.  The event will screen artist’s films relating 
to pilgrimage and journeying. More information from 
stasaphpilgrimage@gmail.com

27 February - 1 March - The Power of Prayer - 
Bringing 2020 Vision to Life.  Our follow up event to the 
Time is Now Conference in Llandudno. Keynote speaker 
- Mark Yaconelli. Full details on page 7.

6 March – On the Breadline - What’s Poverty got to 
do with me?  A conference at the Catrin Finch Centre, 
Wrexham. You can register at https://onthebreadline.
eventbrite.co.uk

21 March – Concert by Colwyn Choral Society 
including Rossini Stabat Mater and other pieces. 
Philharmonia of North Wales Orchestra conducted by 
Graham Eccles accompanied by Martin Brown on organ. 
St Paul’s Church, Colwyn Bay, 7.30pm Tickets £10 
(concessions £5) Enquiries 01492 583588.

2 April – Chrism Eucharist at St Asaph Cathedral. 
11am.

11 April – St Silin’s Church, Llansilin 7.30pm the 
famous Fron Male Voice Choir - a wonderful opportunity 
to hear this award winning choir in a Grade 1 listed village 
church.  Full facilities, hearing loop, parking nearby.  SY10 
7QB

Teulu Asaph is designed by Martyn Walsh, edited by Phil Topham and printed by PWS Print Limited
Copy for April/May edition to comms.stasaph@churchinwales.org.uk.  Deadline: 6 March

We are sorry that we cannot print everything we are sent but you can see more stories here: http://bit.ly/Mv8Rae

Rosemary Solbe remembers Mary James, former secre-
tary to the Friends of St Asaph Cathedral who died on 24 
October.
Mary was a member of the PCC of Meliden Church, a 
Churchwarden, and chaired the Pastoral Care committee.  
She was a long-term Welcomer in St Asaph Cathedral and 
for many years a very effective and efficient secretary of 
the Friends of St Asaph Cathedral. As well as these she 
was also active in the League of Friends of Glan Clwyd 
Hospital and contributed to the Talking Newspaper for 

the Blind. Mary led a busy and active life; she worked for 
many years for the Red Cross first as a secretary, later as 
Director of the Clwyd Branch.  She then became Appeals 
Organiser for the Children’s Society but returned to the 
Red Cross becoming Welsh Vice-President.  On her retire-
ment she was awarded the Badge of Honour and made 
a Life Member. Mary was a member of the International 
Society of Soroptomists becoming President of the local 
branch. She was a much-loved mother to David, mother-
in-law to Arwena and grandmother to Becky and Katie.

What are you studying in Lent this year?
We asked for your suggestions for courses to run in Lent 
which starts on 18 February. Here are a selection:
Stepping into Evangelism - A Church Army  
course on relational evangelism www.churcharmy.org.uk
The Beattitudes - The fourth book from the Church 
of England’s Pilgrim Course. www.pilgrimcourse.org
York Courses - These are always popular and you can 
find out more at www.yorkcourses.co.uk
The Gospel in Action - A five week Lent course 
from Us (formerly USPG) www.weareus.org.uk

Remembering Mary Gwenellen James

Bishop Gregory’s Lent Prayer
Creator God, throughout this period of the ‘Lengthening 

of Days’, enable us to be inspired by the new life and 

growth that we see in nature.

Shed your light upon us that we may move from the dark 

ashes of our sinfulness to the brightness of our hope in 

Jesus. Help us to dispel the mists that can surround us 

by focusing upon the ‘Morning Star that has risen never 

to set’.

Help us to be the people that you have called us to be, 

that through the clarity of the vision you set before us 

we may unlock our potential as your church to grow in 

faith and numbers.

AMEN.



I AM NOT
CHARLIE

I AM CHARLIE
From Bishop Gregory

Je suis Charlie.  It’s a slogan we have seen on banners, posters and 

social media since the appalling attacks on the offices of Charlie Heb-

do in Paris at the beginning of January which left 12 people dead.  

In one sense, I am Charlie.  Whenever anyone uses violence to attack another 

person’s freedom of expression they are attacking me.  As a Christian I rely on that 

freedom of expression to live out my faith and any attack on that liberty is an attack 

on me. But at the same time, I am not Charlie.  Charlie Hebdo is an awful magazine that 

is gratuitously offensive.  Whilst there can be no justification of the murders in Paris, freedom 

of speech and freedom of expression should not give anyone the right to be grossly offensive and 

abusive to another group of people or religion.  That should not happen in the name of free speech. 

I also found it hard to watch the huge protests that followed these attacks.  While it is abhorrent that 12 

people were killed at the Charlie Hebdo offices – and five others elsewhere in Paris – radical groups like ISIS 

and Boko Haram continue to routinely execute people in Iraq, Syria and Nigeria who do not agree with 

their interpretation of Islam.  These groups are probably murdering 12 people every hour.  Why are we not 

seeing any protests on our streets about them? At times like this, religious leaders around the world need to 

stand together – no faith group can be used as a scapegoat for acts of terrorism.  Indeed, 500 years ago it 

was Christians who were using their religion to justify acts of violence so we must be very careful before we 

start to point the finger.  So I want to encourage our Muslim friends to be bold in condemning these attacks 

because I believe that by standing together we send a powerful message to those who want to divide us.

Revd James Harris is Bishop Gregory’s interfaith advisor and has a deep interest in the shared heritage of 

the family of three Abrahamic religions (Christianity, Judaism and Islam).  He offers us his thoughts:

“The worst and best images on the news in the week of the Paris attacks came not from France, but from 

Germany. The violence in Paris displaced news about demonstrations in German cities, organised by the 

‘Pegida’ movement (Patriotic Europeans against the Islamising of the West). I was disturbed to see that 

the demonstrators were parading at least one cross alongside the German regional flags as a way of saying 

that they wanted to defend Christian culture. But I was moved and heartened to see that when a Pegida 

demonstration took to the streets of Cologne, the floodlights of the city’s famous cathedral were switched 

off as a noble counter-protest. Events in France will give movements like Pegida a short term boost but any 

European with a sense of history knows that you cannot build a stable and healthy society by pitting one 

religion against another.  Instead, by working in solidarity we can face down all those who want to drive a 

wedge between Muslims and their Christian, Jewish or secularist neighbours.  Engaging in open dialogue and 

shared experiences with those of other faiths is not a threat that will dilute our own faith, but challenges us 

to understand it more deeply and to live up to its highest ideals.”
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