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What does love demand of the church as it speaks with the same-sex attracted person? If scripture 

and the consistent teaching of the church till our own day have been wrong, and our contemporary 

culture is a better guide to God’s will for humanity, then the loving course of action is to affirm 

same-sex unions. But if scripture and the church are right, and same-sex sexual activity is a sin, 

serious enough to cut someone off from the kingdom of God (1 Cor 6.9-11), then to encourage 

someone to persist in that activity is the very least loving thing we can do. 

The key question for the church on sexual ethics, as on any matter of faith and practice, is therefore 

what scripture has to tell us about it. The Bible paints a coherent picture of sexual behaviour: 

 God created human beings in his likeness as male and female (Gen 1.27-8). 

 Marriage involves a sexual union between one man and one woman and that marriage 

should be open to the procreation of children (Gen 1.28, 2.20-5, Matt 19.4-6). 

 Sexual relations are intended by God to take place solely in this context and that the only 

alternative to this is either temporary or permanent celibacy. 

 All forms of same-sex sexual activity, both gay and lesbian, are a result of humanity’s having 

turned away from God and are themselves sinful (Rom 1.24-8). In the New Testament such 

activity is seen as incompatible with the new life believers have been given in Christ and is a 

barrier to people inheriting the kingdom of God (1 Cor 6.9-11). 

This summary is not based on a few isolated texts from the Old Testament: it is the clear witness of 

the whole of scripture without exception. Nor is it based merely on the most recent, and surely 

transient, edition of the Church in Wales marriage service: it is the settled view of most of 

Christendom. Robert Gagnon has ably summed up where the scriptural evidence points: 

“Scripture’s male-female prerequisite for sexual relations and its attendant rejection of 

homosexual behaviour is pervasive throughout both Testaments (i.e. it is everywhere 

presumed in sexual discussions even when not explicitly mentioned); it is absolute (i.e. no 

exceptions are ever given, unlike even incest and polyamory); it is strongly proscribed (i.e. 

every mention of it in Scripture indicates that it is regarded as a foundational violation of 

sexual ethics); and it is countercultural (i.e. we know of no other culture in the ancient Near 

East or Greco Roman Mediterranean basin more consistently and strongly opposed to 

homosexual practice).” 

In recent years there have been many attempts to show that the Bible affirms sexual relationships of 

men with men or of women with women. But careful analysis of recent revisionist scholarship 

indicates that the traditional interpretation is the more natural one, and that revisionist 

interpretations are strained and unpersuasive. 

What does this mean for the person who is attracted to the same sex? It is often said that holding 

fast to the teaching of scripture and of the church means excluding homosexual persons from the 

church, rejecting them, or at the very least, failing to offer love. That can happen, and has happened. 

But it need not and should not. The same-sex attracted person is as welcome in Christ as we all are. 

And like any other disciple he or she needs all love and encouragement ‘to walk in a manner worthy 

of the calling to which you have been called’ (Eph 4.1). 


