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Since the UK Government announced that Britain would open its doors to more Syrian refugees, many people 

contacted the Church in Wales to ask what we are doing to address the crisis, and to offer practical help. 

The re-settlement of refugees is a matter for the UK Government, and it is now clear that the main UK response is 

that an additional 20,000 Syrian refugees will be re-settled in Britain under the Vulnerable Persons’ Relocation 

Scheme (VPRS), over the lifetime of the current Parliament.  (VPRS is an existing scheme which has been extended to 

allow additional vulnerable people to be brought here directly from refugee camps in the Middle East.)  The UK 

Government will not offer resettlement to refugees already in Europe, or participate in schemes being developed by 

the EU, arguing that it is better to take the most vulnerable refugees directly from the region.1   

It is still frustratingly difficult to discover exactly what arrangements have been made, how the plans are to be rolled 

out, and who will be responsible for funding.  However, the Welsh Government has established a Task Force 

comprising Government departments, local authorities and appropriate voluntary sector organisations, to manage 

the process in Wales.2  All of Wales’ 22 local authorities have expressed willingness to take refugees, and it is 

possible that 50 people could arrive before Christmas, possibly to be settled in Aberystwyth – although precisely 

which authorities will be first has not yet been disclosed.3  

Important reminder! 

Many people have been moved by this crisis to audit their holdings of property and consider what they could offer to 

a refugee family.  There are already many people in Wales – refugees, asylum seekers and others – in housing need.  

Even if new refugees are not arriving in your area, it is worth notifying the Local Authority if you have 

accommodation available.  Every home offered is another person or family taken off the waiting list, and frees up 

more accommodation places for others – including refugees.  Please think about notifying your Local Authority if this 

crisis has made you realise you could provide someone with a home. 

Key points: 

 If you have accommodation to offer, please notify your Local Authority.  For church property, see the 
briefing on the use of Church in Wales premises, and speak to the CinW Property Department.  
Accommodation in spare rooms in people’s own homes is NOT required. 
 

 If you can offer help in other ways – such as language support, social support, befriending – contact the 
Welsh Refugee Council, or a refugee project in your local area. 
 

 Donations of money are still greatly welcomed by the NGOs, and also by local projects.  Equipment, food 
and clothing are NOT required overseas at present; it is better to buy items in situ.   
 

 Contact the Welsh Refugee Council or local projects if you wish to offer equipment, clothing etc to new 
arrivals.  Don’t be offended if it is not required:  it is important to provide what people need, and not 
create storage problems.   
 

 Charity shops supporting the relevant causes are always looking for stock to sell!  This is a good way of 
enabling people in need to have access to low-cost items, and of raising money for refugee charities. 
 

 Campaigning – eg to pressure government to take more refugees, to take refugees already in Europe, and 
to maintain international development aid – is also worthwhile.  Most NGOs have campaigning sections of 
their websites.   
 



 Prayer and reflection is invaluable, and helps to keep the issue at the forefront of people’s minds.  Some 
specific materials are available from Christian agencies – see below.   
 

 December 10 – Human Rights Day – has been designated by the Church in Wales and Cytun as a Day of 
Prayer for Refugees in Wales – see link to the website, below. 
 

Information and resources: 

CHRISTIAN AID:  http://www.christianaid.org.uk/index.aspx  (our main partner for overseas aid) 

US:  http://www.weareus.org.uk/  (providing support to Anglican churches in Europe dealing with refugees) 

EMBRACE THE MIDDLE EAST:  http://www.embraceme.org/mattress (resources, campaigning and practical gifts) 

BRITISH RED CROSS:  http://www.redcross.org.uk/What-we-do/Refugee-support 

OXFAM:  http://www.oxfam.org.uk/en 

SAVE THE CHILDREN:  http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/  

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY:  http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/  (The Children’s Society does not work overseas and does 

not currently work in Wales, but has relevant campaigning actions on its website.) 

CHURCH IN WALES:  http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/news/2015/11/national-day-of-prayer-for-refugees/   
 
CYTUN:  www.cytun.org.uk  

 

HELP FOR REFUGEES IN WALES:  www.welshrefugeecouncil.org ,  www.trinitycentre.wales   
 
CTBU:  www.ctbi.org.uk/churches-refugee-network 
 
REFUGEE ACTION:  www.refugee-action.org.uk  
 
UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSION ON REFUGEES:  www.unhcr.org  
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