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Ann Chidgey Feb 2015 
Promoting discipleship 

 Welcoming God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit into our lives and into our churches 

 Foregrounding aspirations for Christ to be at the heart of being Christian... at the heart of every church 

o Make time to talk about what we believe 

o Becoming more confident about faith and in witness  

Encouraging prayer 

 Foregrounding prayer in the life our church – intercession as not just a slot in the service on Sunday 

o Take up expressions of interest in developing a prayer ministry 

o Build a team to work on a prayer diary for the mission area 

o Develop a format for communicating prayer needs to those who pray 

 Foregrounding prayer in the lives of individuals – how do we engage with the Lord? Prayer and contemplation 

as a way for us to be with God, a way to listen to what he has to say to us and to discern his will for us 

o Prayer without ceasing – practicing the presence of God  

o Stillness and Silence – making time for God 

o Explore and develop forms of prayer – praying the scripture, lectio divina, imaginative contemplation 

o Being open to the Holy Spirit at work in us. 

Developing communication – sharing the life of the church with each other and with others 

 Reaching out to each other and to others 

o Talking about who we are and what we believe, about our faith in God, about our relationship with 

Jesus with each other. Making time to listen to each other. 

o Overcoming rears of rejection, being open to others about our faith and its contributions to our lives. 

 Finding ways to talk to other people and to listen to them. 

o Exploring our use of media for this local paper 

o Contributing to local website,  

o Review our use of the parish website 

o Sharing our prayers and our prayer needs – (prayer diary above) 

Reviewing and developing our service to others 

 Supporting and encouraging those willing to undertake leadership roles 

o Signposting training opportunities (Diocese booklet) 

o Mission Area training (already in place) 

Joint working 

 Parish Partnerships –  considering twinning of parishes undertaking similar journeys  

Christian Teaching 

 Seek opportunities for learning about Scripture Liturgy  

o Bible study – deepening understandings about scripture 

o Home groups 

o Doing theology (e.g. Exploring Faith) 

 Some areas of misunderstanding might be addressed in teaching /preaching e.g. 

o Eucharist 

o The Peace 

o Aspects of Scripture 

Engaging with ‘hot topics’ 

 Taking up the approaches to ideas which challenge us (e.g. indaba, appreciative inquiry...) 

o Coming to know that there can be strength and quality in diversity 

o Developing a curious approach to considerations of our own beliefs and  how God may be guiding us 

 


