
Exploring Ministry as a
Pastoral Assistant

What is a Pastoral Assistant?

A Pastoral Assistant is commissioned by a Mission Area to serve as part of the shared ministry
team in that area.  PAs are called to serve others by seeking their well being and wholeness,
supporting the pastoral ministry of the Church.

PAs might undertake a range of activities according to local need and their gifts.  These might
include any of:

Visiting the sick or at other times of pastoral need.
Taking communion to those who cannot come to church services.
Preparing couples for their wedding and/or marriage.
Preparing families for baptism.
Following up offering care after funerals.
Offering a ministry of listening and/or prayer.

PAs work with clergy and other ministers as part of the shared ministry team in the Mission Area.
They should work within clear and agreed delegated responsibilities and know who to turn to for
support and to whom they are accountable.

PAs  with a particular gift for leading and co-ordinating and taking broader responsibility
for pastoral care in a local church or with an outside organisation such as a college or hospice,
might seek discernment and training in the Diocese as a Licensed Pastoral Minister or Chaplain.

How do I become a Pastoral Assistant?

Mission Areas should discern the need for PAs as part of their shared ministry teams,  and may
find the Living and Learning course valuable in doing so.  Mission Areas should work out how PAs
might minister across the area, either a specific community or more widely, and how they will
support each other and other members of the team.

Mission Areas should also discern whom among their members might have a vocation to this
ministry.

Mission Areas can arrange their own training for PAs.  The Living and Learning Course also
includes a six week training course in Pastoral Listening that may be used if the Mission Area
wishes, or similar training can be created by the Mission Area team.

Copies of the Living and Learning material are available from the Diocesan Office at £5 or to
download from the website and are bilingual.  Mission Areas will need to provide additional
training in any specialisms, such as baptism preparation, that the PA will undertake.

PAs should be commissioned by the MA Leader in an act of public worship.

More information.

See the guide: Ministry Roles, Formation and Training in the Diocese of St Asaph
available from the Diocesan Office and Website
or contact the Training Officer:
Rev Dr Richard Hainsworth on 01352 840842 or exploringfaithasaph@gmail.com


