
Exploring Ministry as a
WORSHIP LEADER

What is a worship leader?

A worship leader is commissioned by a Mission Area to serve as part of the shared ministry team
in that area.  Worship Leaders are called to enable others to pray and worship.

 WLs can lead services of the word, such as family services, morning and evening prayer and
other acts of public worship. They can also lead the Ministry of the Word at a Eucharist.

Worship Leaders can also compose acts of worship, producing liturgies according to the guidelines
and provisions of the Church in Wales, and may also write and lead intercessions as can other
members of congregations.

Worship Leaders cannot preach or give talks under their own authority.  However they can work
together with a Reader, Deacon or Priest and deliver material agreed with them.  WLs with a
particular gift for communicating the Gospel in these ways should be encouraged to seek
discernment and Training for Reader or Evangelist ministry in the Diocese.

Worship leaders would not normally robe to lead worship unless there is a strong local tradition of
doing so.  In all things the Worship Leader is there to serve the worship of the church and should
lead in such a way as to enable others to come to God.

How do I become a worship leader?

Mission Areas should discern the need for WLs as part of their shared ministry teams,  and may
find the Living and Learning course valuable in doing so.  Mission Areas should work out how WLs
might minister across the area, either a specific church or more widely, and how they will support
each other and other members of the team.

Mission Areas should also discern whom among their members might have a vocation to this
ministry.

Mission Areas can arrange their own training for Worship Leaders.  The Living and Learning
Course also includes a six week training course for Worship Leaders that may be used if the
Mission Area wishes, or similar training can be created by the Mission Area team.

Copies of the Living and Learning material are available from the Diocesan Office at £5 or to
download from the website and are bilingual.  Specific sessions of the Worship Leader training
material might also be useful in helping members of congregations read from the bible and lead
intercessions and these can be used as standalone sessions for this purpose.

WLs should be commissioned by the MA Leader in an act of public worship.

More information.

See the guide: Ministry Roles, Formation and Training in the Diocese of St Asaph
available from the Diocesan Office and Website
or contact the Training Officer:
Rev Dr Richard Hainsworth on 01352 840842 or exploringfaithasaph@gmail.com


