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Our Churches 

                    Emmanuel, Bistre                                                St Mary, Broughton                              

                    All Saints, Bistre                                                   St Bartholomew, Sealand 

                    St Cecilia, Mynydd Isa                                         St Cynfarch, Hope 

                    St Matthew, Buckley                                           Emmanuel, Penyffordd 

                    Good Shepherd, Drury                                        St Michael, Llanfynydd 

                    St David, Connah’s Quay                                    All Saints, Cymau 

                    St Mark, Connah’s Quay                                     St John the Baptist, Penymynydd 

                    Holy Spirit, Ewloe                                                 St Ethelwold, Shotton 

                    St Deiniol, Hawarden                                          St Andrew, Garden City 

                   St Francis, Sandycroft 

 

Mission Area Leader - Revd Martin Batchelor 

Lay Co-chair – Val Aldcroft 

MA Treasurer – Henry Lloyd       MA Secretary - VACANT 

Clergy 

                   Revd Sally Baird                   Revd David Lewis                Revd Danny Evans                                                                                             

                   Revd Robbie Dennis           Revd Steven Green              Revd Adam Pawley 

                   Revd Neil Kelly                    Revd Bryn Parry-Jones 

 

We have a vision of a church working closely together and “going for growth” – a church where 

ministry teams of ordained and lay people work together to enable the whole church to grow to its 

full potential. We are slowly working towards a more collaborative style of ministry which will grow 

into a shared  ministry within a Mission Area”.  

SERVING COMMUNITY        INSPIRING PEOPLE        TRANSFORMING CHURCH 

MISSION AREA PRAYER 

Generous God, you call us to celebrate your love and generosity within the family of the 

Church. 

We thank you for our Borderlands Mission Area and for our opportunities to share our 

abilities and resources within it. 

Grant that your Holy Spirit will help us discern new ways of serving your Kingdom here, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 
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The Borderlands Mission Area has been created from the original deanery of Hawarden, with 

the addition of the former parishes of Connah’s Quay and Llanfynydd. We are the biggest 

Mission Area in the Diocese, being made up of nineteen churches and serving a  population 

of almost 70,000. We felt that in our case we would be strengthened by supporting each other 

in a larger community rather than dividing along a given line and separating those who had 

already been working together successfully. 

The name ‘Borderlands’ was chosen by our congregations, receiving the highest number of 

votes from a shortlist. A voting paper was sent to each church, held for several weeks for 

everyone to make their choice, and the result was announced on Easter Sunday. 

 Our Mission Area was commissioned last year on 

19th July by Bishop Gregory, when 400 people 

came together for a special service with Eucharist 

- each Church taking away a commemorative 

plaque with the words of the Bishop’s 

commission and prayer for us. 

“May the Lord bless you in seeking new ways of 

being Church and drawing people into 

discipleship; in equipping confident disciples for 

joyful service in the world; and in orienting our  

shared Church life towards growth and mission.” 

 

Already our 2020 Vision has begun to evolve in our churches in a variety of ways and we are 

beginning to ‘grow’. Some of our churches are already reflecting the good practice now 

emerging from Conference. We are worshipping together, training together and several joint 

projects are emerging. In line with priorities some churches are developing working 

teams/shared ministry teams and reviewing communication and the links with Conference. 

We continue to develop links with our wider communities – forging links in new and exciting 

ways. From one ‘café church’ a community choir of 45 has been formed. Green shoots are 

appearing.  
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At present we are working to build and secure our Mission Area teams: our Executive, our 

Ministry Team, our Finance Sub-Committee, Treasurers’ and Buildings’ teams, and to develop 

a shared vision for our future mission and ministry. We have one Lay Chair and MA Warden 

in place and will be nominating a second prior to the AGM.  A Mission Area office is being 

established and we now employ a PA to the MA Leader who also gives administrative support 

to the MA Conference. Meanwhile we are in the process of setting up a Website. We know 

that we have lots of challenging but exciting times ahead. 

“Let us be bold and very courageous as we continue our journey together!” 

Borderlands is situated in the North East of St Asaph Diocese….meeting the English border to 

the East and the more rural Mold Mission Area to the west. It stretches from the marshes and 

the industrialised banks of the Dee estuary in the north and southwards to Hope Mountain 

and the rural, scattered communities bordering the Clwydian hills - “on the border between 

two countries, two cultures, two languages, between the ‘sea land’ and the hills, between 

rural and urban, between the well off and the needy – an area of diversity!” 

Our MA is predominantly English speaking yet 

proud and protective of its Welsh culture. 

This area of North East Wales is growing. There 

is rapid expansion of housing as we are placed in 

easy commuting distance of the cities of 

Liverpool, Manchester and Chester. Industry 

and business have been growing gradually with 

the development and expansion of industrial 

and retail parks in the north of the Mission Area. 

However there exist pockets of extreme 

deprivation where, after three decades, the 

community is still struggling to recover from the 

loss of its heavy industries.  

Further inland our MA is seeing the old industrial 

sites and some surrounding farmland replaced by large-scale private residential 

developments, housing significant numbers of professionals who commute daily over the 

border to England. In addition there are a large number of retired households together with 

many established local families who form the core of our congregations. However the 

communities in the south of the Mission Area are beginning to experience the problems of 

rural decline.  

We feel strongly that the Church is challenged to meet and care for the needs of all these 

communities. 

We are fortunate in having excellent transport links: the A55 and A550 cross the MA and  

there are good rail connections.  The construction of the  Flintshire Bridge added a third road 
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crossing over the R.Dee from N.W.England, and there are further developments planned for 

Hawarden airport . 

Within the Mission Area we are proud of our three church schools in Shotton, Hawarden and 

Penymynydd. We have close links with the many other primary schools and with the seven 

High Schools, in addition to Coleg Cambria in Connah’s Quay. 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



  Last updated January 2017 

Save our School! 

 

 

 

At present our main industries: Airbus, 

TATA Steel, Heidelberg Cement and 

Toyota provide essential links with 

Europe and the world. There are a 

significant number of migrant Eastern 

European workers in our area. 


