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Practical Guidance Notes for the Bishop’s Visitation 2017 
 
 
These notes are intended to assist mission areas in planning for the Bishop’s Visitation. 
 

Visitation Schedule  

 
 

Visitation Format and timings  
(unless otherwise indicated above) 

  

1530hr   Visitation meeting 
  1645hr    Refreshments 
  1730hr   The Holy Eucharist 

 

Date Mission Areas Venue & Time Articles of Inquiry 
to be returned to 
Esgobty no later 
than: 

May 14th Caereinion, Tanat  
& Vyrnwy  

St Ffraid’s, Llansantffraid YM 
1530hr 

April 28th 

May 21st   Wrexham & Alyn  St Giles’, Wrexham.   
1530hr 

May 5th 

June 11th Denbigh &  
Dyffryn Clwyd  

Holy Trinity, Trefnant.   
1530hr 

May 26th 

June 18th Elwy St Asaph Parish Church 
1300hr Visitation Lunch 
1400hr Visitation meeting and worship 

June 2nd 

July 2nd: Borderlands & Mold  
 

St Matthew’s Church, Buckley,  
1500hr 

June 16th 

July 16th   Offa & Maelor  
 

St Mary’s Church, Ruabon.   
1530hr 

June 30th 

Sept 3rd Pool & Cedewain  St Beuno’s Church, Berriew.  
1530hr. 

August 11th 

Sept 10th Aled and Aber-Morfa  
 

St Paul’s, Colwyn Bay.   
1530hr 

August 18th 

Sept 17th Estuary & Mountain 
& Bryn a Môr  

St Mary & St Peter’s Church, Bagillt  
1600hr 

August 25th 

Oct 8th: Valle Crucis & 
Penedeyrn 

St John the Evangelist, Llangar, Cynwyd 
1530hr 

September 22nd 

Oct 9th St Asaph Cathedral Afternoon meeting with the Dean & 
Chapter in Cathedral 

September 15th  
(Special A of I for The 
Chapter)  

Nov 19th Aberconwy  
 

All Saint’s Church, Deganwy.  
1530hr 

November 3rd 
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Visitation Paper Work 
 
Licensed Clergy, licensed Lay Ministers and the Mission Area Wardens will receive the Citation 
and Articles of Inquiry from the Bishop’s Registrar approximately three months before the 
Visitation.    
 
Every licensed Lay Minister and Cleric will be required to provide an individual response.  Lay 
Ministers are those who hold the Bishop’s Licence to exercise the roles of Reader, Evangelist, 
Pastoral Chaplain or Family / Youth Worker. 
 
The Mission Area Wardens are requested to provide a joint response following consultation with 
the Mission Area Conference. 
 
The Articles of Inquiry should be returned to Esgobty as soon as possible and certainly no later 
than the dates indicated in the table above.   
 
 

Inspection of Parish Registers 
 
In preparation for the Visitation I am again asking the Archdeacons, with the assistance of the 
Mission Area Leaders, to inspect all parish registers.  There was some cynicism when this exercise 
was conducted at my last Visitation, however it raised concerning examples about the poor 
upkeep and storage of some parish records.  It is therefore important to repeat the inspection 
this time. 
 
The archdeacons will be liaising with the churches in each mission area to undertake the 
inspection in the three months leading up to the Visitation.  I will then be able to address any 
issues with clergy at the Visitation meeting. 
 
 

Attendance at the Visitation 
 
All licensed Clergy, Lay Ministers and Mission Area Wardens are obliged to attend, as well as 
clergy who hold the Bishop’s Permission to Officiate.  The life of the church is a shared enterprise 
and so the bishop looks forward to as full an attendance as possible to express our common 
commitment to this endeavour.  Bishop Gregory should be personally approached by anyone 
requesting to be absent.  Such notification should be done in writing as soon as possible.   
 
Bishop Gregory would also like to encourage the attendance of anyone in the mission area who 
would like to participate, especially members of the Mission Area Conference. 
 
 

The Visitation Meeting 
 
The Visitation will begin with a meeting with the Bishop when he will be able to give his Charge, 
his formal address, and to discuss issues that arise from the Articles of Inquiry.  This meeting is 
scheduled to last for 75 minutes. 
 
 

Refreshments 
 
Following the meeting there will be an opportunity for informal fellowship over refreshments.  
The mission areas are requested to collaborate on the provision of refreshments. 
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Worship 
 
The Visitation will conclude with worship when Bishop Gregory will preside and preach at a 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  Bishop Gregory encourages this to be a creative liturgy devised 
jointly by the mission areas attending, celebrating our common life in Christ.   
 
In assisting in the planning of the service Bishop Gregory offers these guidelines: 
 

• The Service should begin with a liturgical greeting after which Bishop Gregory can make 
some opening remarks of welcome to the liturgy. 

• There should be a form of general confession after which Bishop Gregory can pronounce 
an absolution. 

• Bishop Gregory leaves the mission areas to choose the theme of the service, the collect 
and the readings.  One of the readings must obviously be a Gospel. 

• Bishop Gregory will preach after the Gospel. 

• Mission Areas are encouraged to be creative in the choice of an Affirmation of Faith and 
in the offering of the Prayer of the Faithful and the Peace. 

• One of the seven contemporary Eucharistic Prayers authorised by the Church in Wales 
should be used. 

• Bishop Gregory will conclude the worship with a blessing. 

• If mission areas decide to have a collection in this service, it can be kept by the mission 
areas for their use. 

 
Bishop Gregory looks forward to sharing in worship with the mission areas and he will be grateful 
to receive a draft order of service no later than three weeks before the Visitation date. 

 
 
The Stamping of Licences 
 
It has been a longstanding custom for clergy Letters of Orders / licences and the licences of Lay 
Ministers to be presented and stamped at the Bishop’s Visitation.  Bishop Gregory will be pleased 
to stamp any documents brought by clergy and lay ministers on the day. 
 
 

Any other information 
 
Please contact Esgobty should further advice be required on any matter relating to the Visitation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


