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How have things
moved on?
Last year at the Diocesan Conference,
we published a small booklet, Bite Sized
St Asaph. I am sure you will have seen
it by now, and passed on your copy to
another interested reader. The booklet
gave you all the important facts and
figures of the diocese as we implement
2020 Vision and seek to unlock our
potential.

That book was a snapshot of our diocese
at one particular moment. It holds good
today, and we’re keen to get the good news
out there, so if you want to share more
copies, do request them from the Diocesan
Office. But I also want to ask the question:
How have things moved on? We expect a
plant to grow. If our fields did not bear a
harvest or if our gardens refused to bloom,
we’d take radical action. If our children still
were stuck in childish behaviour as they
grew up, we’d get edgy. In the same way,
God looks for growth in his Church: not a
static congregation, not a congregation that
clings onto the ways of yesteryear, but one
that carries all that is best from its heritage
into the future.

Most importantly, God calls us to be
ambassadors of a Gospel of Love, and
we like to think we are, but is that love
seen actively at work in our communities
or experienced palpably when folk join our
worship? We should never be complacent:
what would a mystery worshipper really
tell us?

An episcopal Visitation is a time to take
stock, for the bishop to find out what’s really
going on, and for the family to give voice to its
honest concerns. As I meet with you in the
Mission Areas and hold the Visitation, will we
be sharing visions of growth, or clinging to
our memories?

Diocese of St Asaph

www.ecclesiastical.com/church
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Sut mae pethau
wedi datblygu?
Y llynedd, yn y Gynhadledd Esgobaethol,
fe wnaethom ni gyhoeddi llyfryn bach o’r
enw Esgobaeth Llanelwy yn Gryno. Rwy’n
siŵry byddwch chi wedi ei weld erbyn hyn,
ac wedi rhoi eich copi i rywun arall sydd â
diddordeb. Rhoddodd y llyfryn hwn yr holl
ffeithiau a ffigurau pwysig am yr esgobaeth
i chi wrth i ni weithredu Golwg 2020, a
cheisio datgloi ein potensial.

Roedd y llyfr hwnnw’n cynnig cipolwg ar ein
hesgobaeth ar un adeg benodol. Mae’n dal yn
gyfredol heddiw, ac rydym yn awyddus i’r
newyddion da gyrraedd pawb, felly os ydych
chi eisiau rhannu rhagor o gopïau, cofiwch
ofyn amdanyn nhw yn Swyddfa’r Esgobaeth.
Ond rwyf hefyd eisiau gofyn y cwestiwn: Sut
mae pethau wedi datblygu? Rydym yn disgwyl
i blanhigyn dyfu. Pe bai ein caeau’n peidio â
rhoi cynhaeaf, neu pe bai ein gerddi’n gwrthod
blodeuo, byddem yn cymryd camau radical. Pe
bai ein plant yn dal i ymddwyn yn blentynnaidd
wrth iddyn nhw dyfu i fyny, byddem yn mynd yn
bryderus. Yn yr un modd, mae Duw'n chwilio
am dwf yn ei Eglwys: nid cynulleidfa statig, nid
cynulleidfa sy'n glynu wrth y ffyrdd a fu, ond
cynulleidfa sy'n mynd â’r cyfan o elfennau
gorau ei threftadaeth ymlaen i’r dyfodol.

Yn bwysicaf oll, mae Duw yn ein galw i fod yn
llysgenhadon Efengyl Cariad, ac rydym yn
hoffi meddwl ein bod ni’n gwneud hynny, ond a
yw’r cariad hwnnw’n cael ei weld ar waith yn
ein cymunedau, neu’n cael ei brofi’n amlwg pan
fydd pobl yn ymuno â'n haddoliadau? Ni ddylem
fyth fod yn hunanfodlon: beth fyddai addolwr
dirgel yn ei ddweud wrthymmewn gwirionedd?

Mae Gofwy esgobol yn gyfle i weld lle’r ydym
ni arni, i’r esgob gael gwybod beth sy'n
digwydd mewn gwirionedd, ac i’r teulu fynegi ei
bryderon yn onest. Wrth i mi gyfarfod â chi yn
yr Ardaloedd Cenhadaeth, a chynnal y Gofwy,
a fyddwn ni’n rhannu gweledigaethau o dwf,
ynteu’n glynu wrth ein hatgofion?



Keep Konnected is a group for teenagers,
set up after the 2015 Confirmation Service.
The name is based on something Bishop
Gregory said in his sermon that day about
church helping us to keep connected with God,
like plugging a light into the electricity socket.
The group meets every couple of months for
discussion and Holy Communion in a relaxed

atmosphere, providing an opportunity to learn
about Jesus in a different way.

Enquirers is a group currently made up of
two couples who initially came to church to
arrange their weddings. Both have continued
attending church and now meet monthly to
explore and grow in faith. One couple have

been baptised and everyone is now working
towards confirmation.

Enquirers has enabled the couples to learn
more about the church, the bible and their own
relationships with God and ask questions in a
supportive environment. Questions are raised
and answers discussed that expand their own
mind view. The fact that it’s done through a
small group means that everyone involved can
interact and comment and get to the bottom
of it there and then. Sometimes the entire
meeting is devoted to one small question, but
wrestling with that has allowed members to
take great leaps forward in faith, with no
judgment or negativity.

Many of the questions asked in the early days
have reoccurred and knowledge and
understanding have offered a different
perspective. A deeper understanding seems
to throw up more questions than answers at
times! Being part of the group has enabled
faith to grow and refocuses every one of us.

The monthly meetings are described as a
mixture of laughter, debate and continued
friendship. They are supported by mentors
who are described as “a guiding light in our
journey so far”. One group member
commented: “I don’t believe that I would be at
the place I am now with my faith without the
input of our group meetings.”

Seeds of growth in Vyrnwy
The Vyrnwy Mission Area is among the most rural parts of the
diocese. It’s working hard to plant seeds of growth across the
community and the Mission Area Leader, the Revd Hermione
Morris, explains how two new groups have started.

As a teenager, my mother explained to
me the purpose of confirmation and left the
decision to follow through with me. It took
many years and lots of other distractions
before I responded positively to her
guidance.

Confirmation marked an important
milestone on my journey of self-discovery.
Preparation for it involved a discipleship
course of study, which I found enlightening
and informative. The experience of meeting
Bishop Gregory for the Confirmation

Service lived up to my expectations.
The words used by him were sincere;
they were said from the heart and went to
the heart. Returning to my pew, I realised for
the first time that I was in the presence of
caring, tender people. I felt that I belonged.

Since confirmation, I have attended the
Diocesan Conference, become a
churchwarden and volunteered for the
reading rota. At the conference and in his
Advent message, Bishop Gregory said,
“The truth is that the life of our church is
so broad, so diverse, that whatever your
gift you do have a part to play... Build my
church says the Lord”.

The gifts I can offer the church include
being a building surveyor, with health and
safety forming part of my general role. As a
local councillor, I understand the needs of
the people in the locality where I live and I
am excited by seeing our church grow.
More recently, I have been elected as a
member of the Alyn Mission Area
Conference and I am beginning to get to
know others in our Mission Area.

Now, as I reflect on the months that have
passed since my confirmation, I am grateful
to those people who have travelled with me
on my journey and I am left to wonder why
it took so long to listen to the advice of
my mother!

Being confirmed as an adult
Encouraging people back to church is helping to grow
congregations across the diocese. Steve Tilston, from Christ
Church, Bwlchgwyn near Wrexham, explains how he’s re-engaged
with his local church and has recently been confirmed.

Steve Tilston, far right, with others from the Alyn Mission Area confirmed by Bishop Gregory

Enquirers Group Lunch Enquirers Group Members



Artist Tim Steward
Our ambassador for the Great Community
Mural project is Tim Steward, a Christian
artist who has been exhibited all around
the UK and whose work is notable,
among many outstanding features, for
its celebration of church architecture.
Tim will be joining the judging panel for
the competition and he’ll produce an
original piece of artwork that will form
part of the completed Mural.

Tim said: “As an artist, I’m thrilled to be the
ambassador for The Great Community
Mural project. I am passionate about the

role of art within
churches and this
project is a wonderful
way of celebrating
the unique place that
churches hold in our
country’s diverse
communities.”

It is time for your church to get creative!

We are inviting all of our church insurance
customers to submit a piece of original
artwork that celebrates the role their church
plays as part of the fabric of its local
community. Entries can be created by
anyone with a connection to the church and
we’re actively encouraging collaborations!

The artists can be young or old (or a
combination of the two!) and we welcome
submissions via any medium: collage,
crayons, chalk, felt-tip or embroidery. We’re
insisting only that the work is original and is
true to our theme of celebrating the church
as part of the fabric of the community.

We will be combining the best entries with
the aim of creating the largest piece of
community art that has ever been produced
in the UK. ‘The Great Community Mural’ will
be 10metres in length and threemetres high,
and will feature as many of the entries as we
can include, with the very best five printed at
a larger scale, and the overall winner given
pride of place in the centre of the mural.

The winning church will receive a prize of
£10,000; with four runners-up receiving
£2,500 each. The Great Community Mural
will be unveiled at a prestigious London
venue before touring to a select number of
cathedrals around the UK. So, don’t delay,
get your church to be creative today!

The Great Community
Mural – win £10,000
for your church
This year, we really want to celebrate the community work of
the UK’s churches. In order to do this we want you to help us
create ‘The Great Community Mural’.

The cloth and
the community
Quietly, in every corner of the country,
fantastic things are happening. Much
of this activity goes unnoticed but its
impact is felt by many, weaving its
way into the darkest of places and
making the world a better place.

In 2016, Ecclesiastical launched a
national competition to celebrate the
crucial role our churches have in
supporting local communities. We asked
churches to share their success stories
and tell us how they are reaching out to
their local community.

With a £20,000 prize fund up for grabs,
we were inundated with inspirational
projects. The eventual winner, St. John’s
church in Shildon, who won the top prize
of £10,000, had knitted itself into the
very fabric of its community. The range
of activities not only stretched to every
corner but instilled a sense of pride in
the people of Shildon, bringing them
closer together.

In fact, all of the 372 entries revealed
the true value and reach of the work
churches are doing. We believe that this
should be celebrated and brought to life
and as the UK’s leading church insurer
we are uniquely placed to support and
highlight this.

For 130 years, we’ve had the privilege
of protecting our churches and their
communities so throughout 2017 we’ll
be doing even more to highlight and
support the fantastic things that they
are quietly delivering.

Keep up to date via our website
at www.ecclesiastical.com/
community or our Facebook page
Church Matters with Ecclesiastical
or via Twitter

@churchmatters

How to enter the competition

www.ecclesiastical.com/churchcomp

Entry forms are being sent out during May
to all of our customers in theirChurch
Matters newsletter. If you don’t get the
newsletter or want further information about
how to enter, go to our website. There you’ll

also find more details about The Great
Community Mural competition, including a
video of Tim Steward talking through some
ideas that might inspire you. The closing
date for entries is 21st August 2017.



Is the price of lead
fuelling theft from
church roofs?
The price of scrap lead has reached record highs in the last year
or so with prices continuing to increase. AndrewMulholland,
Crime Reduction Consultant at SmartWater Technology Ltd
updates us on the outlook for this destructive crime now.

Roof alarms
Based on our claims experience,
Ecclesiastical believes roof alarms
provide the best deterrent to metal
thieves. Alarms are highly effective at
deterring metal theft and perfect for
buildings in remote or rural locations
– if the security system is activated,
a planned response based on your
specific instructions is carried out.

Ecclesiastical maintains a list of approved
suppliers who meet our security
requirements – call 0345 777 3322 for
more information.

The theft of lead from a church roof is a
particularly damaging crime. Not only does it
cause a severe financial loss, it can also result in
water damage to the church and to contents,
some of which can be irreplaceable. Even if your
church hasn’t been subject to lead theft, you are
likely to know one that has. So what is fuelling
these attacks and what can be done about it?

The vast majority of metal thefts relate to lead
and this is not surprising given the rising
demand and increasing resale value of scrap
lead. There was a clear price increase around
2010-11 and many will remember the surge of
lead thefts with around 2,500 crimes against
churches reported that year alone.

A national taskforce on metal theft was
established with dedicated police resources
assigned to address the problem. There was
also new legislation with the Scrap Metal
Dealer Act and support provided by companies
such as SmartWater with both forensic
marking and enforcement activities and from
Ecclesiastical with the ‘Hands off our Church

Roofs’ campaign. Although the price of scrap
lead remained high in the years that followed,
the number of churches falling victim
decreased. In fact, by 2015, the number of
reported crimes was around a tenth of what it
was five years earlier.

However, since then the national task force has
been disbanded, police numbers have reduced
and priorities have moved away frommetal
theft. At the same time, the crimes have also
becomemuch more organised and large scale.
Although the overall number of crimes has
reduced, some counties have seen a significant
increase in attacks. These are nowmuch more
industrial with teams of criminals working
overnight to strip lead from whole roofs.

With new record prices for scrap lead it is likely
that criminals will becomemore interested in
it again. Given the increase in crime during
previous price peaks, it is essential that
churches do not lose their focus on this
problem and take steps to do everything they
can to prevent theft.

Here are Andrew’s top tips:
Be aware – make sure the local community is ‘on the lookout’
Take security measures – remove climbing aids such as wheelie bins
Apply a forensicmarking solution– reduce the attraction of
handling stolen items
Consider a roof alarm – the ultimate deterrent

Don’t forget you can also download Ecclesiastical’s Metal Theft checklist from:

www.ecclesiastical.com/metaltheft

Forensic marking
It is a condition of your insurance that
you apply SmartWater or an alternative
forensic marker approved by us. You will
not have metal theft cover if you do not
follow this condition. Make sure you have
applied the solution to any external metal,
put up signage in a prominent position
and register with the supplier to comply
with your policy.



A day in the life of an
Allchurches Trust
Grants officer
Allchurches Trust is the charitable owner of the Ecclesiastical
InsuranceGroup which grants a significant proportion of its
profits to the trust so that this money can be given back to
society for good causes.

Paul’s most
memorable visit?
It has to be my first ever visit as a new
Grants Officer. It was to the Salvation
Army in Droitwich. Their work opened my
eyes to the challenges out there and the
fact that the church, in all its forms, is
having a hugely positive impact. Its
contribution often goes under the radar
but take the church out of social care
and you’d have a huge gap.

www.allchurches.co.uk

Paul’s toughest
visit!
I had to visit the church on Lundy Island.
The vicar very kindly had arranged for
me to be invited onto the bridge by the
Captain for the two-hour crossing.
Sadly, I was horribly sea-sick. We docked
and I had to ask if I could go and lie down!
However, once I had recovered, the
stunning location and inspirational project
fully made up for the travel experience.

Last year, Allchurches Trust gave grants
totalling more than £13million to Anglican
churches and cathedrals, churches of other
denominations, heritage and community
projects. Paul Playford is one of three
Allchurches Trust Grants Officers who visit
groups applying for grants. In this article,
we find out more about his typical day.

� 7.15am Drive from home in Ledbury,
Herefordshire, to Allchurches Trust

Gloucester office. Time for coffee and a few
emails before my first visit.

� 9.30am A crisp winter morning’s walk
through Gloucester to St. Mary de Crypt,

a medieval church with a Tudor schoolroom
that stands on the main thoroughfare between
the Quays and the Cathedral. These are the
two most visited places in the entire county
and St. Mary’s plans to entice those passing
between them to venture in and discover not
just a beautiful church but a venue for art,
culture and community.

When projects are over £500,000 in total,
I make a point of visiting. It gives applicants a
chance to describe their vision to me in person
and explain in more detail how the project will
address local needs.

St. Mary de Crypt’s Project Manager Rachel
Court and her team have already formed
partnerships with local charities working with
refugees, dementia sufferers and young
unemployed people, who will become users
of the newly equipped church. I’m impressed.
The Heritage Lottery Fund is too and has
given them £1.36m towards their £2m goal.

� 11.00amBack to the office and straight
into a presentation to people who have

recently joined Ecclesiastical Insurance –

it’s important we let Ecclesiastical’s employees
know of all the good causes their hard work
benefits.

� 12.00pm I’m welcomed at Widden
Primary School by Special Needs

Co-ordinator Karen Hughes. Of Widden’s
380 children, 200 are considered ‘vulnerable’
and of those, the 10-15 with the most
significant emotional needs are given special
sessions in a Nurture Room. “Allchurches
Trusts’ grant has made us able to make the
room more like a home than a classroom,”
explains Karen. “With sofas, a dining table and
chairs, toys and furnishings, we can help these
children to develop the emotional and social
skills they need to succeed back in the
classroom.” I’m humbled by the scale of the
problems Karen and her colleagues are
tackling but it’s obviously working.

� 3.00pm It’s now a rainy afternoon in Bristol
at John and CharlesWesley’s New Room,

the meeting house built in 1739 which is the
earliest Methodist building in the world.

I’m greeted by DavidWorthington, the New
Room’s Manager. As with so many of the grant
applicants I meet, David has an extraordinary
depth of knowledge combined with a
passionate determination to see the project
through. Pilgrims from among the world’s 75
million Methodists arrive daily and David’s on a
mission to make the New Room a welcoming
place for themwith a museum and archive,
conference facilities and a cafe. It’s a £4.5m
project to which Allchurches Trust is proud to
have contributed.

� 7.30pm Just time to write up the day’s
visits for the next Board meeting. Today,

not unusually, it’s all good news.

The New Room, Bristol



Have you looked at our new series of Made Simple guides designed to make
understanding your church insurance easier? Based on feedback from customers, the
guides look at the insurance aspects of legal protection, building works, church events,
community outreach and more. You can read them online or download the guides at:

www.ecclesiastical.com/madesimple

Insurance you can believe in
It’s our belief that the best insurance is about much more than
just words. It’s about what we do as well as what we say. Indeed,
we have a proven track record of being there for our church
customers when they need us most.

How to contact us
Customer services

Call: 0345 777 3322
(8am-6pm Monday to Friday except
Bank Holidays)

Email: churches@ecclesiastical.com

Report a claim

Call: 0345 603 8381
At any time on any day of the week

Email: faithclaims@ecclesiastical.com

Dedicated church customer website:
www.ecclesiastical.com/church

Facebook: Church Matters with
Ecclesiastical

@churchmatters

Home insurance
Special discounts for church workers
and volunteers!

Call: 0800 917 3345

www.ecclesiastical.com/
churchworker

Remember your discount code
DIOP10when you call or go online.

Risk Management
Helpline
Need help with managing risks at your
church? You can now call expert risk
management advisers for advice.

Call: 0345 600 7531

Established by the Church of England 130
years ago, we have a unique understanding
of how to protect churches. This depth of
experience and commitment means that
when the worst happens you know that you
are in safe hands. We are proud to have
been trusted to protect churches and their
communities since 1887.

Expertise that sets us apart
We have a dedicated team of church
specialists who can respond to your needs

quickly and compassionately. They only deal
with church insurance so they understand the
issues that you face. Our experts can provide
you with a wide range of free advice and
support at any time.

And when the unthinkable happens, we want
the best outcome for you – to pay you quickly
and without fuss – so that you can get on with
running your church.

To us, doing the right thing is simply what we do.
To our church customers, it’s what sets us apart.

Perhaps you’re worried about getting the
best return on your savings or you’d like
to make sure you’re investing ethically.
You might be thinking about taking out a
mortgage, protecting your family or planning
for retirement. Whatever your concerns,
Ecclesiastical Financial Advisory Services
can bring you independent financial advice
from a company you know and trust.

Our team of independent financial advisers
offer expert advice and help with your personal
finances and can find suitable solutions from
across the relevant market.

Our advice doesn’t stop at personal finance; we
also help PCCs and their members review their
investments and find ways to improve potential
returns. Please note, the value of investments
can fall as well as rise and past performance is
not a guide to future performance. Your home
may be repossessed if you do not keep up
repayments on your mortgage.

Like all advisers, we charge a fee for providing
financial advice, and your adviser will talk
you through the charges and make sure you
understand them before there is any
commitment on either part. The first meeting
or conversation is at our expense.

Contact Ecclesiastical Financial
Advisory Services Call: 0800 107 0190
or email: getadvice@ecclesiastical.com

Church Insurance Made Simple

Need financial advice you
can trust?



‘Feed the children’ in Rhyl started at
Christmas 2015 with the aim of providing
lunches for children who receive free
school meals during term-time but who,
in school holidays, can go hungry. As the
Vicar of Rhyl, the Revd Andy Grimwood,
explains, this has only been possible with
collaboration from the church in
neighbouring Towyn.

The project provides 40–60 lunches for
children and so far we have covered all the
school holidays, including the lengthy summer
holidays. By working together, new
relationships have formed, which have made
the transition to Mission Area easier as people
have got to know each other. Walking into a
‘strange’ church building to attend ameeting is

suddenly easier if there are faces we recognise
from working together on a shared project.

Lunches are delivered to the Rhyl Adventure
Playground, a community-run play scheme
for children based in the West End of Rhyl.
Although the project started out as ‘social
action’, it has gradually led to other things.
During the summer, we held a Sunday
afternoon Songs of Praise there for the
children, their families and church members.
It enabled church members to talk to residents
they might not normally mix with, and church
leaders to chat with other community leaders
who work on the estate. It was an opportunity
to build up contacts.

Over Christmas, we held a ‘Crib Service’ at the
Adventure Playground. It was a delight to see
the children engage with worship on their
territory, at their level. They had fun and could
show the church members who came along
something of the joy of Christmas, which we,
in our busyness and seriousness, can miss or
feel is not appropriate in our church buildings.

What’s the next stage?Well, finance is secured
to keep providing the lunches for the next 12
months. But other opportunities are there for us
to grasp. We are moving our ‘church-based’
children’s holiday club there; we’re becoming
more involved with the regular activities of the
Playground, able to chat with the children, their
families and the other support workers who
work in that area, building up relationships, trust
and co-operation. Most importantly, those
relationships have grown somuch that we can
engage in Gospel conversations with people,
so sharing the good news of the Lord Jesus in
word and action.

From a small seed...
‘Feed the Children’

After some debate over a name for the
new breakfast club, we decided on Ignition.
The name of the Christian Union in the
school is Ablaze, so we decided to stick
with a theme of flames!

Ignition takes place every Tuesday from
8:35am to 9am. We typically begin with a
time of fellowship, which usually consists
of a fun ‘icebreaker’ question and some
food, such as pastries and breakfast bars.
This is followed by encouraging the young
people to concentrate and focus on their
breathing, and to notice things around

them. Mindfulness has been shown in
many cases to reduce stress and improve
performance in schoolchildren of all ages,
so we are keen to continue with these
kinds of exercises. A short meditative story
is then read aloud while they are feeling
relaxed. Although Ignition is Christian
based, the stories are inspirational rather
than explicitly Christian. We aim to
introduce Christian values in an
accessible way.

A core group of 4–5 young people attend
regularly and have been very enthusiastic!

Teachers in the school have also been very
supportive, helping us find an appropriate
space to hold Ignition and ensuring that
this room is always available to us.

We believe that a core element of Christian
youth and children’s work is getting
involved in schools and even, if possible,
becoming a part of their curriculum, such
as running RE lessons or assemblies.

We hope that Ignition continues to grow in
both inspiration and numbers, and have
already started planning Ignite 2017.

Ignition in Prestatyn
A new breakfast club has been launched in Prestatyn High
School following the success of the Ignite music festival in the
coastal town in the autumn of 2016. The club, which meets
every week, was part of the follow-up planned by festival
organisers to offer continued Christian support to young
people. Jon and Esther Andrews run the club.

Celebrating Christmas at the Rhyl Adventure Playground



The school’s Textiles and Technology teacher,
Jose Tompkins, came up with the brilliant idea
of a collaborative project to make a multi-
coloured cross, which was used to great effect
to welcome potential new pupils from Year 6
at a school open evening. A simple cross
framework was constructed by older pupils
and then covered with webbing material by
youngsters in a skills class. Primary school
pupils visiting the school were then invited to
each add a ribbon or piece of material of their
choice from a great pile of different textiles.
Over the course of two days a colourful cross
emerged, which we have used in whole school
worship. It’s a great sign of the welcome our
school seeks to extend to all and of the
wonderful diversity of our community.

Beata Anusewicz, a Year 11 pupil, made a
fantastic set of new prayer and reflection
resources when she discovered that she has a
talent for origami. “I sawmy step-sister making
little paper shapes,” she said. “She didn’t show
me how to make them, so I searched on the
internet and tried to make themmyself. It took
me about a month and a half to learn how to
make these shapes and then how to build
with them.”

Beata used paper to make small, double
triangles which slot together cleverly and can
be built into amazing shapes. She has made a
swan, a flower-bowl, large 3D hearts and a big
box with a lid. Each part of the sculpture is
made from an eighth of a piece of A4 paper.
We invited people to write a prayer or positive
word on each slip of paper before making a
sculpture, so that the words are joined together
in a beautiful creation.

Beata then thought of the idea of asking
people to write prayers or kind thoughts that
they are happy to share, so that a shape could
be shared out during an act of reflection or
prayer. “Each person could take one piece
from the shape and read out what someone
else has written. I think it’s a pretty cool idea
to be honest,” commented Beata, and I
wholeheartedly agree.

To find out more, contact Mary at
Faithdevwxm@gmail.com

Growing in prayer
and reflection
Creativity can enable us to see our faith in new and different ways
and help draw others into God’s vision for the future. The co-director
of St Giles’ RE and Faith Development Centre in Wrexham, the
Revd Mary Stallard, explains how two particularly creative ideas for
class or school reflection have emerged from staff and pupils at
St Joseph’s Catholic and Anglican High School in Wrexham.
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