
DIRECTORATE FOR EDUCATION
The Director of Education is Canon Bryan Witt and the Deputy Director and Schools
Officer is Mrs Jean Voyle Williams.

Under the Directorate there is the Education Committee which is made up of
members representing Head Teachers, Bishop’s Visitors, Church School Inspectors,
Foundation Governors, Parish Clergy, Ty’r Pererin and the Standing Committee. The
committee is supported from the Diocesan Office by Nia Evans.

The Committee meets once a term in a Church School which enables us to visit the
schools in turn and to see the work that they are doing.

The team of Bishop’s Visitors are attached to the Voluntary Controlled Schools and
report to the Director.

The Section 50 Inspectors are trained by the Church in Wales under the guidance of
the National Society.

The Director and the Chair serve as members of the Endowed Schools Committee
which is responsible for finance of church schools as a sub- committee of the
Diocesan Board of Finance. We are now developing a more co-ordinated approach
between the Education Committee and the Endowed Schools Committee. This is of
benefit to both aspects of the Education work of the Diocese.

The Diocesan Director meets with the other DDE’s across Wales as well as with the
Director’s of Education in Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion and Pembrokeshire. The
Director also meets with the Director of ERW.

The School’s Officer meets with other Diocesan School’s officers to discuss matters
relating to RE, the Curriculum, and Inspections.

The Diocese is represented on CWACE – Church in Wales Advisory Council of
Education by the Director and a member of the Education Committee.

Ven W Roger Hughes
Chairman of the Directorate

Education and Schools Committee
It is an exciting time for our Church Schools in the Diocese as we have major projects
in operation and the past year has seen many outstanding issues resolved.

We look forward immensely to the new VC Primary school at Tenby which will open
its doors in September 2016. Angle VC, Stackpole VC and Orielton CP will have a new
school building at Huddleton and the new Head Teacher has recently been
appointed.

Hubberston VC and Hakin CP are working closely under a new Governing Body and a
new joint Head Teacher and are preparing to move into the new building.

Llanwenog VA with Llanwnen CP and Cwrtnewydd CP have finally seen a start to



their new VC School building at Drefach and major developments have taken place
during the past academic year.

Ysgol Bro Dewi VA is to become part of the new VA 3-16 school at St David’s along
with Solva CP and Dewi Sant Secondary School. This will be the first VA secondary
School in the Diocese.

All these exciting projects will increase pupil numbers who attend Church Schools in
St David’s Diocese. Small rural schools might have been closed but pupil numbers are
on the increase and this is something we are very proud of as a committee.

The Section 50 Inspection process has changed drastically in the last few years in line
with ESTYN requirements and we are so fortunate to have excellent Section 50
Inspectors within our Diocese who keep up to date with these changes and attend
regular training courses. We sincerely thank them for all their hard work and
commitment to raising education standards in the Diocese. During the Past
Academic Year we have had four Section 50 Inspections with one of our schools
receiving three excellent grades for its distinctive Christian character, the
effectiveness of Religious Education and the leadership and management of the
School as a Church School.

Our INSET programme was attended by a number of supportive head teachers and
staff but we keep looking for alternative ways to engage with the others. Again this
year the Welsh INSET sessions for our Welsh Medium Schools have been a great
success.

We continue to work closely with Tŷ Pererin and at our Leavers Service in the
Cathedral last year we had 184 pupils present representing 10 schools. The majority
of them took part in a pilgrimage before the service. This was a great success and we
are grateful to Mrs Janet Ingram and her team for all the preparatory work. Many of
our smaller schools have also been involved in the Pilgrimage Programme organised
by Tŷ Pererin.

Some of our smaller Primary schools held their Leavers Service at their local Parish
Church. During the past Academic Year we have also seen many of the schools using
their local Parish Church for Christmas and Harvest services, developing themes such
as Celebrations, looking at the history of the church and scrutiny of the Parish
Registers etc.

As a committee we are mindful of the many pressures that our Head teachers and
staff are under at present, and that is why having a strong network in operation
across the Diocese is so essential. We encourage Schools to form partnerships where
good practice can be shared and some schools are already doing this and have found
it very beneficial.

We would like to thank our Head Teachers, Members of staff, Governors, Parish
Clergy and Bishop’s Visitors for the important part that they so willingly play in
promoting Christian ethos within our Church Schools. Through their commitment
and support it makes the unthinkable a possibility.



Mrs Jean Voyle Williams
Diocesan Schools Officer


