
Plant Dewi
Like so many public and charity sector organisations working in communities,
changes in funding priorities and funding cuts have now started to affect us. Our
work, however, continues to increase in demand as we tackle a range of issues
related to the economic decline. We are concerned that the coming year will
continue to see austerity and the social problems it causes but we give thanks that
we can continue to provide practical help, reassurance, hope and encouragement to
families across the Diocese.

The family centres have managed to sustain their funding. The number of centres we
support has increased to 16 with the addition of Ty Ni and Ty Hapus Family Centres
in Carmarthen. As well as providing much needed family support to over 3000
families the centres also provide 55 local jobs. Facebook has been an excellent
source of communication allowing the centres to share their news and celebrations
with a wide audience. Messaging is an effective way of communicating as families
are more responsive to this method of communication than to phone calls or texts.

The Pencader Family Centre Food Co-operative, after seven years of continuous
service to the local community, won the regional award from Lloyds Bank with a
prize of £1000 under the category of Against The Odds, and represented Wales in
the national awards in London.

Hubs provide a meeting place for young parents and opportunities for them to take
part in a rolling programme of learning modules aimed at increasing confidence,
improving lifestyles and enhancing their parenting role. 78 young parents have
taken part in these modules in the last year and 21 have with our support returned
to work or accessed further education. Housing, finance/benefits and domestic
violence are issues that young parents commonly face. The Duchess of Cornwall
visited the young parents group in Llandovery on 8 July 2015.

In Pembrokeshire we have delivered 44 courses for parents of younger children and
parents of teenagers. An average of 114 parents a month has engaged with Plant
Dewi.

The Family Kitchen project aims to engage hard-to-reach families into an informal
and fun learning opportunity for the whole family. Each week the children and
parents prepare a healthy two or three course meal together from basic ingredients.

There are now 3 family together groups supporting a total number of 55 families,
which includes 88 children. Staff have identified that there has been an increase in
the number of families accessing food banks due to financial difficulties, often
connected, they perceive, to changes in the benefit system. Issues relating to
homelessness and tenancy rights have been addressed and families have been
supported to attend meetings with landlords and benefit agencies.

The team members are to be congratulated on their continuous commitment to the
work and their creative means of making contact with families who can be
considered hard-to-reach.

Sue Fletcher, Project Manager


