
Rural Matters
The question that arose during the last year was “How is the church supporting our
farming community, and is anyone prepared to lend a listening ear?”

Knowing the ever increasing demands placed upon our farmers, this question we put
to people from all walks of our rural community at a meeting hosted by Bishop Wyn,
to gather views of whether there actually was a need in the rural Diocese of St
David’s for an organisation to help individuals in our rural areas.

There undoubtedly was a strong feeling of the need for support specifically for
farmers, and from this Tir Dewi was born. Tir Dewi was launched at the
Pembrokeshire County Show by Miss Rebecca Evans, Deputy Minister for the
Environment and Rural Affairs, with a managing team of ten appointed under the
chairmanship of Mr John Davies, (Royal Welsh Agricultural Show Chairman).

The aims of Tir Dewi are to lend a listening ear to farmers, a hand of direction and
support, and recognising that every individual’s problem require to be resolved.

Tir Dewi has been financially supported by the Olszewski Legacy Grant and the
Prince’s Countryside Fund, so as to employ a co-ordinator on a part time basis,
secure training for volunteers to work alongside farmers, ensure literature to
publicise the work of Tir Dewi and to enhance its development.

Tir Dewi, even though still in its infancy, has answered the calls from farmers who
are finding life difficult, either due to financial difficulties, health issues, adhering to
compliance regulations, or the need for extra farm labour during busy seasonal
work.

Tir Dewi works alongside the Farming Unions, Young Farmers, Welsh Government,
Animal Health, The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institute and other existing
organisations, as together the sole goal of reaching and helping farmers in need can
be met.
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