
Tourism
In 2015 the Diocesan Tourism Group met 4 times and subsequently reported to the
Communications Team Meeting. Its members have a wide range of experience in
tourism projects and initiatives within the diocese, province and internationally and
in 2015 welcomed Revd Margaret Le Grice as a new member.

The group has regularly received reports on the tourism section of the Diocesan
website, the Saints and Stones Group, the Peaceful Places project in North
Ceredigion, and tourism projects in Carmarthenshire and Ceredigion. It has also
received an annual report from the Cathedral, updates from the Refreshing North
Pembrokeshire Project (RNP) and reports from Church Tourism Network Wales (now
Sanctaidd), as well as being given an international perspective from Prof. Wooding,
an expert in Celtic faith heritage and pilgrimage.

The group continues to encourage parishes to enhance their ministry of welcome to
visitors by producing resources and has developed a visual presentation that is
available for diocesan and deanery events and parish meetings. In June 2015 Revd
Sulin Milne made a presentation to the group on geocaching and how it might
encourage visitors to churches and this resulted in information and relevant links
being added to the Diocesan website.

In recent years the group has increasingly focused on linking parishes to national and
regional projects – in 2014-15 the group was involved with the Caring for God’s Acre
UK project – The Beautiful Burial Ground. As a result six parishes – St Ishmael (St
Davids), Letterston, Cosheston, Ludchurch, Troed’yr Aur and Nash all received
assistance in carrying out local projects, which included a botanical survey on the
graveyard and development of work with children, visitors and volunteers.

In Carmarthenshire, Caroline Evans who is a Volunteer Director of the county
Tourism Association has worked with the Heart of Wales Forum so that information
on churches local to the rail line are now included in promotional material.

Roger Haggar, from the Peaceful Places Trail in North Ceredigion which covers 17
churches, has been a member of a group working with Visit Wales to develop the
Wales Tourism Action Plan.

Sarah Geach serves on the board of Refreshing North Pembrokeshire (RNP) which is
promoting tourism initiatives in that area and linking with the increasing number of
cruise ships visiting Fishguard (7 in 2015 and 19 in 2016). Many passengers from
these ships visit the Cathedral and St Marys Fishguard.

Anne Eastham from Saints and Stones, with support from RNP, has developed a new
pilgrimage trail – the Cemaes Trail which will run from Manordeifi via St Dogmaels
and Nevern to Cwm yr Eglwys and will be launched in 2016.

The Art on the Faith Trail (AOTFT), which is a collaboration between the Diocesan
Tourism Group and professional artists based in Pembrokeshire, has continued to
grow since its launch in 2012. In 2015 it provided the art exhibition during the St
Davids Cathedral Festival and in mid June launched the 2015 trail that ran for six



weeks and included the Cathedral and 9 churches.

In October the Tourism Group received a presentation from Mr Tom Pert, Online
Development Manager of the Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical
Monuments in Wales, on the use of Culture Beacons. This is a device that uses
Bluetooth technology to allow visitors to access information about a church via a
smart phone. This presentation was well received and was attended by Mr Alex
Glanville from the Representative Body, who suggested that the Province should
consider covering all six dioceses and to begin this process it would fund a pilot
project in North Pembrokeshire.

In November an exploratory meeting was attended on a proposed HLF funded
project on Holy Wells and as a result two “clusters” of wells at St Davids Head and
Strumble Head were identified and will now be included in the funding bid to be
made in 2016.

Work in 2016 involves the setting up of the Culture Beacon pilot in the Cathedral and
18 churches with the intention that all will be online by the end of the year. The
2016 AOTFT takes place June and July and includes an additional church and several
new artists. In a new initiative Ty’r Pererin is running two pilgrimage days using the
churches in the north and south of the trail respectively. The possibility of a second
trail based on St Ishmaels – Talbenny area and Angle peninsula is being considered
for 2017.

The database of open churches on the Diocesan website will be updated and
photographs of churches added.

The Tourism Group would like to thank all the parishes that have worked with them
during the past year and are always available to assist congregations with their
ministry of welcome to visitors.

Revd Canon Sarah J Geach
Tourism Officer


