
World Mission
The World Mission Team has benefitted greatly from the leadership of Revd Ann
Howells, so it was with sadness that they learned that Ann felt she had to step down
from the post of Chair at the end of 2015. We are all thankful to her for what she has
done for the Team, and for the diocese, in her time in office.

The Bishop has appointed Canon Dewi Roberts as the new Chair of the Team, and he
has taken up his responsibility in early 2016.

Fairtrade has been one of the World Mission Team’s areas of work, and it was
gratifying to find, after the last push to gain Fairtrade accreditation, that sufficient
parishes signed up to the pledge to make St Davids a Fairtrade diocese, and so
contribute to making the Church in Wales the first Fairtrade-committed Anglican
province. This was recognised officially in July 2015 in a ceremony at which the First
Minister handed to the Archbishop a Certificate of Accreditation for the province –
and one of our three Fairtrade Champions, Mrs Jean Oliver, received a
commemorative daffodil. However we do need to keep this pledge a reality in
parishes’ life and not just a words-only acquiescence to keep the Vicar happy!

What is perhaps the major part of the World Mission team’s work at the moment is
the companion link between our diocese and the diocese of Bukavu in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Since the link was officially signed at Diocesan
Conference in 2014 – and confirmed during the subsequent visit of the diocesan
Bishop, Bahati Bali-Busane – the Bukavu Link group has been working on different
ways of making the link a reality.

It is vital that this is a two-way link. One way of establishing that is to use texting and
e-mails as a way of linking clergy in the two dioceses for mutual support, and this
process has begun.

Revd Jennie Annis is organising the filling and dispatch of a container to Bukavu in
early 2017 which will be loaded with useful items for the churches there – everything
from books to knitting machines. The Team is still looking for items, and Jennie will
be able to tell you what would be the best things to donate. The unexpected gift of
the closing-down stock from a local outdoor shop gave the Team the opportunity to
raise funds by selling this stock. The result has been a pop-up shop in Fishguard –
Bukavu Boutique – operating for three months over the summer and aiming to raise
several thousand pounds for Bukavu.

The Team also has some further ideas for more permanent projects in Bukavu.
Watch this space!

It is also important, though, that Bukavu does not become our only focus in the
world church, and during 2016 the World Mission Team hopes to encourage other
visions, projects and aspirations. If you or your church are already engaged in world
mission activities, please let the Team know. What you are doing may be something
others can learn from and maybe adapt for themselves.

Ven Dr Will A Strange
Director of Mission




