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ENDING VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN 
Address given at a vigil at dedicated to Ending Legalised Violence against Children.  

St Davids Cathedral, February 3rd 2014 
  

 Over the past few weeks, during the Christmas season which ended 

last night, we have been thinking much about children. Over the past few 

weeks, over that same Christmas season, we have been seriously focussed 

on one particular child: the child in the manger at Bethlehem.  

 Last night that time of thinking about that wondrous child manifested 

to the people of the world at the Epiphany came to an end. It came to a 

climax in this cathedral last night as we celebrated the feast which brought 

the forty days of Christmas to an end. Candlemas or the Feast of the 

Presentation of Christ in the  temple brought together all generations as 

Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple where they met the aged 

Simeon and Anna. 

 And it was Simeon and Anna who recognised in the child Jesus the 

light of the nations and the hope of Israel. It was they, coming to the end of 

their lives, lives full of wisdom and discernment, and openness and trust, it 

was they who saw God as a burning and shining light within that particular 

child.   They discerned it within the context of the kingdom of 

God which they had long awaited. That kingdom was nothing less, is 

nothing less, than the restoration of the rule and reign of God over his 

world and over his people. 

 It would be a reign of peace and justice, of compassion and mercy: 

and it would  embrace everyone, for the kingdom is about relationship and 

a relationship that embodies those virtues and embraces and respects 

children; and demands openness trust and gentleness from us.  

 But light and hope and peace and justice were not what other adults 

saw in the child. Nid goleuni na gobaith ond bygythiad a pheryg a welodd 

eraill yn y plentyn hwn. Ac o'r herwydd fe lansiwyd trais, trais cyfreithiol 

oherwydd cymerwyd y penderfyniad hwnnw, a phenderfyniad ydoedd – 

nid hap a damwain   ydoedd, cymerwyd y penderfyniad hwnnw ar y lefel 

uchaf oll, gan y brenin Herod ei hun. Trais cyfreithiol oedd hyn; a'i effaith 

yn effaith anwyol iawn.  

 Legalised violence against children was the response of some to the 

light and the hope which others saw in this child. Legalised violence, this 

was not the result of a sudden rush of blood to the head though it was that 

too. This was legalised violence and violence towards children sanctioned 

at the highest level. This was the decision of king Herod himself.   
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 The story of the child of Bethlehem is, from the very beginning, 

marbled with violence and violence against children. Children in the 

plural; not just the Christ child himself. That story is intertwined with an 

act of violence  directed against him in particular but also affected the lives 

of all small children under three in the area in which he lived.  

 And that violence destroyed those lives and the lives of parents and 

family and neighbourhood. Indeed, yn wir, fe aflonyddwyd ar fywyd y 

gymdeithas gyfan yn y gyflafan hon: galar a thristwch; mudo a ffoi: 

chwalfa yn wir i bawb ond yn arbennig i Iesu a'i deulu. Bu'n rhaid iddynt 

ffoi i'r Aifft; a methu a dychwelyd tan ar ol marwolaeth Herod. 

 The whole of that society around Bethlehem was disrupted. Violence 

and death; flight and displacement; insecurity and temporary homes in a 

strange land until the death of Herod made it safe to return . 

 But these scenes of violence and violence towards children in 

particular do not belong in history as in this third millennium they should. 

All over the world, these scenes are being not re-enacted but enacted: 

urgently, agonisingly, fearfully. Words of advice and warning and terror 

are uttered to parents as they seek to escape the murderous rage of power 

hungry and paranoid leaders who leave Herod the Great and his 

insecurities and his cruelty and his cunning in the shade. 

 Such scenes are not unfortunately obsolete. Y mae golygfeydd fel 

hyn i'w gweld yn y byd sydd ohono. Nid rhywbeth a ddarllenwn amdano 

yn ein llyfrau hanes yw hyn: maent yn digwydd heddiw. Ac nid mewn 

gwersylloedd i ffoaduriaid yn unig. Neu ni fuasem wedi ymgynnull heno 

yn y fangre gysegredig hon. 

 Such scenes are unfortunately current. This is not ancient history, but 

contemporary life. And it covers so many areas of the world. As the scenes 

from the refugee camps in Lebanon in Turkey and in Jordan make clear; or 

in the countries bordering the Central African Republic or Southern Sudan 

make clear.  

 And it is not just state violence on this scale which raise these issues. 

Otherwise we would not be foregathered here this evening   in this ancient 

and resonant cathedral church as we bear vigil for the morrow. 

 For how we treat those who are weak and defenceless is a marker of 

a civilised society. And violence by earthly powers on whatever scale 

against those who can least resist it is catching.  

 It is a miasma which permeates all levels of life both the public and 

the private where children are concerned. Violence, both deliberate and 

directed and casual and unthinking and directed towards children 
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especially, and by extension the disruption to the life of family and society, 

violence, especially when it has the sanction of the state and the law 

behind it, is pandemic. 

 Although we may not be able to do much about what we see of 

legalised violence against children on a global scale, nevertheless we can 

do something on a local scale. But we also need to remind ourselves that 

what we are holding vigil about is actually the result of not a local but a 

global initiative. And for us as Christians the source of the initiative is 

neither global nor local but eternal.   

 Nid damwain oedd hi fod yr Iesu wedi cymryd plant fel enghraifft o'r 

rhai a fyddai yn nodweddu ac yn amlygu teyrnas Dduw: y deyrnas honno o 

gyfiawnder a thosturi a thrugaredd a chariad, y rhinweddau hynny sydd yn 

nodweddu'r berthynas a oedd gan Dduw mewn golwg ar gyfer ei fyd a'r 

bobl ac hyntau. Yr oedd y weithred honno o greulondeb a dicter a llid ar 

ran Herod yn mynegu nid gwendid Herod yn unig ond annigonolrwydd ac 

ansicrwydd a phryder ac ofn pawb sydd mewn grym. 

 It is no accident that when Jesus wanted examples that would 

instance or model the kingdom of God, he brought children before his 

hearers and reminded them that children would enter the kingdom before 

them because of their openness and their trust. Those were the qualities 

which would mark those who recognised the kingdom and who would 

therefore be able to enter into it.  

 And more to the point, he takes a child and sets him before his 

quarrelling disciples and reminds them that whoever welcomes a child, 

welcomes him; and whoever welcomes him welcomes the one who sent 

him.  

 This is not to sentimentalise children but to make the point, Jesus 

himself makes the point, that the image and likeness of God is to be seen 

in them and discerned in them and that demands respect from the rest of 

us: especially his disciples who might not have been Herods but were 

equally obsessed about status and power and domination and winning the 

glittering prizes. And lost sight of what they were about and what they 

were for.  

 That is what, dyna a welodd Simeon ac Anna yn y deml, pan welsant 

y goleuni sydd yn goleuo'r cenhedloedd a'r gogoniant sydd yn disgyn ar 

bobl Israel, ac yn ennyn parch a mawl ynddynt ill dau. 

 That is what the aged Simeon and Anna saw in the temple, saw, 

respected and acknowledged and named and praised, as we have done in 

the Nunc Dimittis just now, praised the presence, the image, the likeness 
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of God in the Holy Child; a light for the nations and light and hope for the 

world. 

 Now both the violence we see on our television screens and the 

violence of Herod may be light years away from the Houses of Parliament 

but what we hope for tomorrow is that it will be a step on the way to 

acknowledge that light and that hope embodied and incarnated in children 

and a step on the way to nurture and encourage  that respect for them. 

 We are about light banishing darkness and hope emptying despair of 

its power and life putting death in its place. Our hope is that whatever 

small steps we take such as our vigil for tomorrow and such as what we 

are doing this evening, but remember that prayer and worship and praise 

are never small steps but they are steps along the way to eliminating 

violence against children and anyone who is weak and defenceless and on 

the edges of life and make it history, leave it behind on the threshold of the 

kingdom with Jesus' words ringing in our ears: Whoever does not accept 

the kingdom of heaven like a child will never enter it.  


