
Vocation 
Candidates should show an                 
understanding of the role of lay        
ministry in the church both collectively 
and individually. 
 
Ministry within the Church in Wales 
Candidates should show a sensitive   
appreciation for the language, tradition 
and culture of the Church in Wales,  
being prepared to work within them. 
 
Spirituality 
Candidates should show they are     
committed to a way of life that includes  
private and public prayer and worship, 
which should support and inspire them 
in their everyday lives. 
 
Personality and character 
Candidates should be sufficiently       
mature and stable to cope with the   
demands of lay ministry.  They should 
be people of integrity. 
 
Relationships 
Candidates should accept their own 
strengths and weaknesses using this as 
a basis for the way they relate to others 
in their service as lay ministers.  They 
should respect the will of the Church on 
matters of sexual morality. 

 

What the church looks for when selecting a Reader candidate  
for training 

Lay leadership and collaboration 
Candidates should show that they are 
capable of leadership in their own 
Church community and also in the 
wider community.  They should be 
able to work  effectively in a team. 
 
Mission and evangelism 
Candidates should be enthusiastic in 
the way they share their faith with 
others, and work in partnership to  
encourage others to live the Gospel. 
 
Faith 
Candidates should show an               
understanding of the Christian faith 
and a willingness to grow in that faith. 
They should be committed to Christ 
and sharing his Gospel. 
 
Quality of mind 
Candidates must be capable of        
following a course of theological study 
and preparation for ministry to the 
level of the first year of a degree, and 
to cope with the intellectual demands 
of ministry.  
  
Candidates should be computer      
literate.  

 
 
 Speak to your parish priest or    

Area Dean. Check that he or she is 
content for you to begin a         
discernment programme.                                         

 
 
 Contact your Archdeaconry       

Vocations Adviser.  This person 
will listen to your story and help 
you to see what your vocational 
pathway could be.  This is a time 
for you to reflect with the          
Vocations Adviser through reading 
and perhaps some writing.  When 
the Vocations Adviser is content 
that you should progress to the 
next stage, then... 

 
 
 Contact the Associate Warden of 

Readers (Mrs Gaynor Ford) who 
will go through with you what is 
involved, the demands of training, 
and what to do next. The Director 
of Ministry will have the             
opportunity to meet you as well. 

The Selection Process 



There are two mains lines of learning 
delivered over two years 
 
 Exploring Faith is the academic/

formational programme which 
gathers together those training 
for authorised ministry and those 
who wish to learn more about the 
Christian Faith.  Along with others 
you will meet in local       Educa-
tion Groups to work on three 
modules per year. At the end of 
each module some writing is re-
quested related to the     module. 
However, this is           designed 
around your present focus. 
Reader students will be expected 
to work towards a    Certificate in 
Christian Theology. 

 
 St Michael’s Theological College 

provides experiences of learning 
for ministerial formation and   
reflection through a Summer 
School and two weekends. This is 
supported by a personal tutor, a 
placement supervisor and the 
completion of a personal portfo-
lio 

 
 

 

When registering you will be required 
to complete an enhanced CRB check. 

Vocations coordinator 

Rev. Ian Girling, Holy Trinity Vicarage, 
Buarth Road, Aberystwyth. SA23 1NB.
01970 617015 

 

Vocations advisers 

St Davids Archdeaconry :  
Rev. Sharon Swain, Selemat, Jameston, 
Tenby. SA70 8QJ.                   
 01834 871381 

 

Cardigan Archdeaconry:  
Rev. Ian Girling, Holy Trinity Vicarage, 
Buarth Road, Aberystwyth, SA23 1NB.  
 01970 617015  
 

Carmarthen Archdeaconry:  
Rev. Sian Wight, The   Vicarage,  
Water Street, Ferryside.  SA17 5RT.  
 01267 267192 

 

Associate Warden of Readers :  
Mrs Gaynor Ford, 4 Pond Meadow, 
Steynton, Milford Haven. SA73 1HB   
 01646 693452 

 

Director of Mission and Ministry :   
The Ven. Dennis Wight, Llys Esgob, 
Abergwili, Carmarthen SA31 2JG         
 01267 236597 

 

Suggested reading :  
Reader Ministry Explored  
by Cathy Rowling and Paula Gooder  

 
Readers are lay people in the Church in 
Wales, from all walks of life, who are 
called by God, theologically informed 
and licensed by the Church to preach, 
teach, lead worship and assist in         
pastoral, evangelistic and liturgical 
work. 
Readers are voluntary and accredited in 
the Anglican Communion. They are  
Episcopally licensed and governed by 
canon. 
The church currently provides a         
programme of initial and continued 
training, which is moderated nationally 
to ensure consistency in preparing 
Readers for their office, supporting and 
helping to keep them up to date. 
So, Readers are not just called to read 
the odd lesson.  They are called to 
“read” so as to interpret the Word of 
God and the times in which we live. 
 

 

Exploring Reader Ministry 

Beginning Training Essential Information 


