
Harvest All-Age Service  

4.30pm Games 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 Give thanks in all circumstances 

Treasure hunt to find the Bible verse 

Over and under race with Bible verse  

‘thank you’ game – stand in a circle and each person turns to their left and says ‘here are some / 

here is…’ and then completes the sentence with the most disgusting thing they can think of e.g. 

jellied eels and hands a ball to them. They can either say ‘thank you’ and continue passing round 

the circle or ‘no thank you’ and pass the ball across the circle. They then have to run round to take 

that person’s space as they run across the circle to take their space (a bit like duck, duck goose) 

4.45pm Activity – making leaves of thankfulness which will be used for the tree later 

5pm Story 

Tell the story of the rich man using tin foil and a jar 

There was once a man who had lots and lots of good things, he had lots but the more he got the 

more he wanted (as you speak tear off lots of foil) 

He had so much that he decided he needed somewhere to keep all the things he had so he built a 

barn and put all the things into the barn (put foil into the jar) 

Now he had somewhere safe to keep all his things he could have taken some and given it to 

people who had no good things (take one piece of foil out between two fingers) 

But he wanted more and to keep it all for himself (add more foil and push it down into the jar) 

But soon his barn grew full and instead of taking some out to share with others (show one more 

time how you could take one piece out between too fingers) 

He stored more and more until it was too full and he had to find somewhere else to keep it. 

So he built huge new barns to keep all his good things in but when he went to get them out, he 

couldn’t do it (try to grab all the foil and bring it out whilst making a fist). If only he had chosen to 

share some of it out.  

5.10pm Song 

Listen to the song ‘Build a bigger barn’ by Ishmael and move up and down on words beginning 

with B. Try to join in with the song too.  

5.15pm Activity  

Build the biggest barn they can out of cardboard etc. in 2 minutes – team game 

5.20pm Talk 

What do we store in our barns? What are some of the good things we have in our lives…perhaps 

those are the things on our leaves. 

What about the people who don’t have good things? Harvest is about saying thank you for what 

we have but also sharing with others who don’t have enough. 

5.25pm Basket relay race – filling baskets with fruits and vegetables – team game  



5.30pm Prayer  

Children/families can add their names or prayers to a leaf and then bring it and add it to the prayer 
tree in the centre.  

Prayer tree http://www.inf.co.uk/infinite/Messy-Church-Prayer-Tree-KM0001.html 

5.35pm Reflection – each person will be given a seed, along with plant pots to take home and 
plant their seeds at the end of the session. You can use your plant pots to advertise your next 
Messy Church or Family Service!  

Hold the seed in the palm of your hand. 

This seed is special. It contains life waiting to break out. It is precious and valuable. It is a gift from 
God. 

Like this seed, each of our lives is precious and special. God has given each of us a life that is 
beyond price. 

Hold the seed between your finger and thumb. 

This seed is small. It seems too tiny to be anything important or significant. Yet it contains a 
surprise waiting to happen. It is a lesson from God. 

Like this seed, God planned each of our lives to become something surprisingly more than we yet 
are or appear to be. 

Hold the seed hidden in the closed fist of one hand. 

This seed is hidden. It remains out of sight so it can grow in secret. The miracle of the seed can 
only happen as it dies in the depth of the earth. It is a sign from God. 

Like this seed, God wants to be with us deep within our hearts. He wants to work in- depth in our 
lives. We can only grow as we trust in the miracle of His new life out of death.. 

Hold the seed up in the air in one hand and pause to consider what this seed will become one day. 

This seed will grow and reach up out of the earth. The seed needs the rain and the sun to help it 
grow. 

Like this seed, our lives will grow as we become what God has planned for us to be. He will bless 
us with the things we need to grow. God’s plans for us are long term and the best 
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5.45pm Song 

Harvest Samba 

Cabbages and greens, 

Broccoli and beans, 

Cauliflower and roasted potatoes, 

Taste so good to me! 

 

Apricots and plums, 

Ripened in the sun, 

Oranges and yellow bananas, 

Good for everyone! 

  

It’s another Harvest Festival 

When we bring our fruit and vegetables, 

Cause we want to share the best of all 

The good things that we’ve been given.  

It’s another opportunity,  

to be grateful for the food we eat,  

with a Samba celebration  

to say thank you to God the father. 

Golden corn and wheat, 

Oats and sugar beet, 

Fluffy rice and tasty spaghetti, 

Wonderful to eat! 

Coffee, cocoa, tea, 

Growing naturally, 

Herbal plants and all kinds of spices 

Very nice indeed!  

It’s another Harvest Festival… 

 

Finish with a harvest loaf, bread and butter and drinks – 6pm  


