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A NEW initiative links the 
diocese with the Church Army 

to establish a mission focus based 
in the Haverfordwest area.
 The Centre will be led by 
Church Army officer Sister Val 
Legg, who was formally licensed 
by Bishop Wyn at a launch service 
on 23rd May in St Mark’s VA 
School, Merlin’s Bridge, where she 
will be based. Her assistant, Ian 
Roulston, will join in July.
 However, it is a centre in name 
only. Director of Ministry Dennis 
Wight told Pobl Dewi that the work 
will be done out on the streets.
 “It’s about being a presence in 
the community,” he said, “offer-
ing hospitality to people and giving 
them the opportunity – and a 
reason – to engage with us – and 
with God.”
 The Bishop described the 
Centre as “exciting and innovative”.
 “Our diocese is delighted to be 
part of it. God calls all his people 
to be of service and we are charged 
to go and make disciples of all 
nations. Our partnership with the 
Church Army will strengthen us 

in this pioneering ministry and I 
commend it to all,” he said.
 In his address, the Church 
Army’s National Operations 
Officer, Captain Neville Willerton, 
urged everyone to support the new 
venture.
 But there was a but. Two in 
fact. “This is not about putting new 
bums on seats,” he warned. “It’s 
about meeting the hunger in local 
people and helping them to know 
they are loved by God, reaching 
those who simply would not come 
to our existing models of Church.”
 And he had a plea. “Please 
don’t try to draw Val and Ian into 
existing models; give them the 
freedom to work in new ways and 
new places.”

Welcome back, Captain
The service was also a special 
moment for Archdeacon Dennis 
Wight, a former Church Army 
evangelist who was re-commis-
sioned 30 years after being forced 
to surrender his commission when 
he took on parish ministry. “It’s 
great to be back, he said. 

A new Centre of Mission has been launched in St Davids Diocese
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MY fi rst thought on reading the 
recent pastoral letter from 

the Bench of Bishops was  “How 
can anyone respond critically to 
a document that positively oozes 
good-will and fi ne feeling?”. But 
then I thought  “How have we 
come to this – to the publication 
by the Bench of a document 
whose contents would have been 
unthinkable only a few years ago?” 
I would suggest that there are three 
principles at the root of Anglican-
ism, at the origins of the Church 
of England, of which we were 
part until 1920. One is the Royal 
Supremacy, without which there 

The Bench of Bishops recently released ‘A Pastoral Letter from the Bishops of the Church in Wales to all the faithful 
concerning gay and lesbian Christians’, which can be found at

http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/news/2016/04/same-sex-marriage-statement/
Following are two responses to the statement

would have been no separate 
Church of England. The second 
principle is the doctrinal primacy 
of Scripture, the Reformation 
principle clearly asserted in the 
Thirty-nine Articles (especially 
article XX) and dear to Evangeli-
cals today. The third principle is 
that of continuity, a principle treas-
ured by the Tractarians and their 
descendants. Our church, however 
much reformed in the 16th century, 
is still a church in continuity with 
what had gone before. Our bishops 
are a sign of that continuity. 
What we see in and behind this 
pastoral letter is the principle of the 

Royal Supremacy in its modern, 
democratic, form: the principle of 
Secular Supremacy. Not now the 

 WE are Florence and Rachael, 
students of Theology, who 

recently got married, and discov-
ered that any offi  cial prayer 
would have to be done in private 
away from even our relatives. I 
(Rachael) was being considered for 
ordination, but withdrew myself 
from the process due to restric-
tions surrounding my sexuality. I 
am now excluded from ordination 
as a result of our civil marriage. A 
civil partnership would not have 
excluded me from ordination, but 
this would have compromised our 
legal rights as a couple. I (Flor-
ence) am not confi rmed because 
of theological and social issues 
exactly like this one. The defi ni-

tion of marriage by the Church as 
‘between a man and a woman in 
faithful, lifelong union’, is damag-
ing not only to gay and lesbian 
people but to the LGBTQA+ 
community as a whole. There are 
two points in this defi nition which 
merit further discussion.

tyranny of Henry VIII but rather 
the tyranny of popular opinion, the 
tyranny that we so easily internal-
ise:  “How dare we be diff erent?” 
And the current popular opinion 
is that homosexual behaviour is 
entirely acceptable and that two 
persons of the same gender ought to 
be able to marry. Scripture teaches 
otherwise in clear and unambigu-
ous language, but one would not 
think so from reading this pasto-
ral letter. Christians have never 
believed that same-sex marriage is 
even conceivable. But the principle 
of Secular Supremacy trumps both 
Scripture and tradition. 

I don’t deny that there is sincere 
pastoral concern behind this letter. 
But this cannot be a question solely 
of pastoral care and sensitivity. 
What future can a church have that 
is so politically correct, so much 
guided by the spirit of the age? 
What will come next? The issue 
here is so much more than homo-
sexuality and same-sex marriage. It 
is the future of the Church in Wales 
as it approaches its centenary year. 
What is our 2020 vision – Secular 
Supremacy? Or is it a church that 
does dare to be diff erent, in obedi-
ence to Scripture and in continuity 
with its Apostolic origins?

Philip Wyn Davies

 Firstly the defi nition of marriage 
as taking place between a man and 
a woman must have a fi rm defi ni-
tion of what those words mean, 
and it would appear that the Church 
defi nes this in terms of genitalia. 
However, what does this mean for 
those Christians who are transgen-
der? It would seem that with the 
Church’s defi nition of man and 
woman being equated with genita-
lia it would totally disrespect any 
transgender person. This is more 
than an issue of human sexuality, 
which has wider ramifi cations.
 Secondly, the notion of 
marriage being a lifelong union 
becomes questionable when we 
consider the amount of divorced 

people that are permitted to 
re-marry in the Church, and to be 
ordained. We are not condemn-
ing the re-marriage of divorcees, 
but there appears to be a double 
standard here. When a same-sex 
couple who have not been married 
before want to make a lifelong 

commitment, they cannot do so 
in the Church. However, people 
who have already broken a life-
long commitment are allowed to 
do so with little question. Even 
those who have committed adul-
tery, a sin condemned more often 
than homosexuality in the Bible, 
are permitted to re-marry. This is a 
clear demonstration of the fact that 
we are not ‘fully affi  rmed as equal 
disciples’. There is a clear removal 
of dividing factors in the teachings 
of Christ: ‘There is no longer Jew 
or Greek, there is no longer slave 
or free, there is no longer male and 
female; for all of you are one in 
Christ Jesus.’ [Gal 3:28]

 Florence and Rachael Miles

Dare to be different?
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THE Presidential Address 
was particularly memorable 

this session as Archbishop Barry 
Morgan refl ected upon recent 
events and the way in which we 
deal with the matter of death, 
making personal reference to his 
late wife, Hilary. Members of the 
Governing Body were visibly 
moved by the Archbishop’s words.
 Following on from the last 
Governing Body (GB) debate 
on same-sex marriage, it was 
announced that there were no plans 
to bring a Bill to the fl oor of the 
GB to allow same-sex blessings or 
marriage. The Bench of Bishops 
had however issued a pastoral letter 
and prayers that could be used with 
a same sex couple following a civil 

partnership or marriage. Reaction 
to this was mixed.
 We also saw the return of Lord 
Williams of Oystermouth (Bishop 
Rowan Williams) who spoke on 
behalf of Christian Aid and high-
lighted their work across the world. 
As usual his words gave much food 
for thought.

 Group work this meeting was 
centred on 2020 Vision. Groups 
were asked to assess its impact 
across the province and to look at 
questions relating to it, followed 
by a plenary session where rappor-
teurs reported to the whole GB in 
summary.
 It was perhaps the report of 
the Working Party on Age Limits 
that provoked the most debate. 
The Working Party had taken over 
a year to report on proposals for 
how age limits were dealt with in 
the Church in Wales. It would be 
fair to say that nobody was entirely 
happy about what had been recom-
mended, four bishops spoke in the 
debate along with many clergy and 
lay members. There were some 

who were happy with the keeping 
of age limits and others who felt it 
stifl ed vocations from older people; 
there were, equally, concerns about 
preventing young people coming 
forward if there were no age limits. 
What emerged as a sub-text to 
the debate was that the Church in 
Wales is not very good at dealing 
with competency issues and clergy. 
The general response was that the 
Working Party needed to go away 
and come back with diff erent 
proposals in the light of the debate.
 I would remind readers that our 
own Private Member’s Bill is still 
in abeyance and could be brought 
back if the proposals that come to 
GB are not acceptable. Watch this 
space.
 Further details of Governing 
Body business and news are in 
Highlights available in churches or 
online.

Old debates and new
The Governing Body moved north to a rather windy Llandudno and Venue Cymru for its spring 

meeting. Paul Mackness reports

Archbishop Barry Morgan
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WHAT is the point of theo-
logical education? Certainly 

more than equipping someone to 
manage one or several churches. 
It is a great gift to society that is 
sometimes shared by those who 
use it as a platform for understand-
ing at a deep and broad level. In 
Lutheran countries anyone wanting 
to be ordained is required to have a 
theological degree before they can 
be trained for the church’s ministry. 
 When a priest retires from 
parish work new opportunities 
open up. Some continue to offer 
themselves to help out by lead-
ing worship in churches near 
where they have retired. Others 
re-discover skills they used in work 

Still in active service
Jeremy Martineau, building on Rt Revd John Saxbee’s article ‘No 
rest for the righteous’ (Pobl Dewi, March 2016), looks at the gifts 

which retired clergy, with a life time of experience, can offer

prior to ordination. Others apply 
the skills acquired in parochial or 
other ministry and find new ways 
of serving the wider community. 
Some simply retire to spend time 
with family. 
 Some research was recently 
conducted among the retired clergy 
who are known to live within St 
David’s Diocese to ask about three 
aspects of life in retirement:
• Are you willing to have 

your name on a list of clergy 
prepared to cover for holidays, 
illness, study leave or vacancy?

• Are you regularly involved in 
community activities?

• Do you have experience or 
specialist knowledge which 

GOVERNING BODY (GB) 
also received a request from 

Monmouth diocese to remove 
the current age limit of 70 on 
clergy being members of Dioce-
san Conference. To try to avoid a 
piecemeal approach GB set up a 
Working Group to look at all age-
limit related issues in the Church in 
Wales (CiW). It proved a big task, 
and the group finally reported to 
GB this April.
 The recommendations were 
wide-ranging and considered age 
limits for employees of the CiW, for 
clergy, for Readers, for legal offic-
ers, for other office holders such 
as wardens, and for membership 
of diocesan and provincial bodies. 
The whole report is available on 
the GB pages of the CiW website 
at http://cinw.s3.amazonaws.com/
wp-content/uploads/2016/03/
Ag12-AgeLimit_en.pdf 
 It is important to note that the 
debate in April was just that – a 
debate to test the mind of GB. GB 
has still to make a final decision.
 And what happened to our dioc-
esan proposal? In the discussions 
of the Working Group on wardens, 
some urged that a lot of parishes 
cannot find two people under 75 
to serve as warden. Sometimes for 
good reason, such as family and 
work responsibilities of younger 
members of the congregation, 
and so age limits should be lifted 
(they don’t exist in the Church of 
England). But others saw the real 
danger as older wardens sitting 
tight and refusing to let younger 
people have a look in.
 The compromise which the 
Group put forward is this: ‘The 

Group believes that 75 remains 
an appropriate retirement age for 
Churchwardens and Sub-wardens 
but at the same time is very mind-
ful of the realities of the present age 
profile. In this context the Group 
recommends that the retirement 
age of 75 should be retained but not 
enforced until 2020 for those over 
75 already in post’.

Age Limits Working Group
At Diocesan Conference in 2014, this diocese discussed a motion sent from Lampeter 
& Ultra Aeron Deanery Conference, to request the lifting of the age limit (currently 75) 
on churchwardens, in view of the difficulty many parishes have in finding wardens 
to serve. The motion was passed in an emended form and sent on for debate at 

Governing Body. Will Strange provides an update

 For all the uncertainty which 
remains about this issue, we can 
at least say that the CiW’s deci-
sion-making processes are, albeit 
slowly, getting to work on a prob-
lem which has come from the grass 
roots. And that can only be a good 
thing.

could be available to the 
diocese in areas such as theo-
logical education, spiritual 
direction, mission, pastoral 
care?

 There were 51 usable responses. 
Of course, some retired clergy 
are now infirm and need support. 
28 were willing to be a “supply” 
list. 30 are involved in commu-
nity across a wide and impressive 
spectrum of activities. 26 are avail-
able to share their skills with the 
diocese. 11 are engaged across 
all three areas of this survey. This 
range of experience and expertise 
is not limited to retired clergy. Its 
availability, frequently underused 
or unappreciated, is a symptom of 
the failure in our society to utilise 
the great investment in people that 
has many years of life ahead once 
pension age is reached. 
 For the diocese it presents a 
challenge, for life experience prior 
to ordination is usually invisible to 

church managers and theological 
trainers– the clerical directories are 
an example where life only begins 
at ordination – all that previous 
knowledge is ignored. What a 
waste of God’s gifts! 

 The research shows that retired 
clergy (and lay people) have much 
to offer – in ways that may surprise 
some, but bring pleasure to our 
Lord. 

ONE of the requirements of 
the HLF is that the owner of 

the building (the Representative 
Body of the Church in Wales) must 
sign off in support of any appli-
cation. The Representative Body 
(RB) does this by consulting the 
Churches and Pastoral Committee 
of the diocese for its advice. This is 
because the HLF is a public body 
making use of public money and 
must satisfy itself that the money 
given in a grant will be used and 
that it is going to make a difference.
 The policy relating to parishes 
applying for HLF Grants may be 
found on the diocesan website, and 
was passed in 2013. In a nutshell 
the way to go about applying is to 
follow the stages detailed below:
1 PCC agrees to apply for an 

HLF Grant
2 The Archdeacon is consulted 

at the earliest opportunity and 
made aware of the proposed 
work

3 The Archdeacon makes a site 
visit with the incumbent and 
members of the PCC

4 The Archdeacon advises 
the Churches and Pastoral 
Committee of the proposed 
scheme of work.

5 The Churches and Pastoral 
Committee discusses the pro-
posed work taking into account 
the advice of the Archdeacon, 
with particular reference to the 
criteria of the Property Depart-
ment of the RB:

• Is there a financial need for 
the HLF grant?
• Is the congregation’s con-
tinued use of the building fully 
supported?
• Are there current plans 
for pastoral reorganization in 
the area which may affect this 
congregation or building?
• Do the people applying 
have the ability to complete the 
project?

6 The Churches and Pastoral 
Committee Secretary notifies 
the RB as to the suitability of 
the proposed scheme of work 
and recommends supporting 
or not supporting the grant 
application.

 Parishes are strongly urged 
to follow this policy and process 
in order to ensure that they do 
not miss grant application dead-
lines. The Diocese of St Davids 
would like to continue encouraging 
parishes to apply for these grants 
– if you follow the process, then it 
is more likely that your application 
will be supported and on time.

HLF grant applications: 
process & procedure

The introduction of Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) grants has 
undoubtedly saved many churches from being declared 
redundant and has done much to help preserve their fabric and 
assist in their mission. However, Paul Mackness, as Secretary 
to the Churches and Pastoral Committee, would like to draw 
readers’ attention to the fact that there is a policy to follow for 

anyone seeking an HLF Grant
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Following in St David’s footsteps

Gwendraeth Fawr

Maenordeifi  Group

The Journey 
continues . . .

Bishop Wyn’s 
three-year journey

visiting every parish 
– and every church – 
is now into its fi nal

12 months

Follow the Bishop’s 
footsteps

www.followingstdavids-
footsteps.com

Menter Cwm Gwendraeth was the fi rst Welsh-language centre of 
its kind in Wales, as manager Nerys Burton explains

Llanfi hangel Ystrad w Cilcennin, 
Trefi lan & Nantcwnlle

With owner Siw Evans at the Llaethliw vineyard

Answering schoolchildren's questions at St Tydfi l's, Llechryd

The Havens Beacon Churches

Cooking up Cawl for St Davids Day at Broadhaven School

Lampeter 
United Parish

There are some interesting 
names on the war memorial in 

Betws Bledrws church

Trisant

Noisy Church at St Sulien's, Tumble

Cellan & Llanfair Clydogau

Meeting Cellan's oldest parishioner, Rowena Evans

Llandybie

A striking modern stained 
glass window at St Mark’s, 

Cwmcoch
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Llansantffraed w Llanrhystud 
& Llanddeiniol

Ysgol Llannon

Ysgol Myfenydd VC School

St Dogmaels 
& Nevern

The 10th century Celtic Cross 
at Nevern

Cynwyl Elfed Newchurch 
& Cwmduad

At the Elvet Mill with owner Mike Tolputt

Steynton

Meeting residents at Kensington Court

Milford Haven

In the control centre of Britain's largest energy port with assistant 
harbourmaster John Littleton

Llanllwchaearn 
& Llanina 

(New Quay)

Unknown sailors at 
Llanllwchaearn Church

Gorslas, Crosshands, Llanedi, 
Tycroes w Saron

If you want to get ahead, get a hat!

Llanllwch, 
Llangynog 

& Llansteffan
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Appointment Ordinations

Revd Canon Aled Williams 
to serve as a 0.5 post of Interim 
Minister of Llanpumsaint & 
Bronwydd & Llanllawddog, 
for a period of six months, 
7 February 2016

Revd Lyn Lewis Dafi s 
Stipendiary Assistant Curate, 
Parish of Llanbadarn Fawr & 
Elerch & Penrhyncoch & Capel 
Bangor 

Revd Jeff  Thomas
NS Assistant Curate, Parish 
of Llansadwrn w Llanwrda & 
Manordeilo in The Bro Dyfri 
LMA 

Revd Viv Sayer
Stipendiary Assistant Curate, 
Parish of Newcastle Emlyn w 
Llandyfriog & Troed-yr-aur with 
Brongwyn & Cenarth

Revd Dr Emma Whittick 
Stipendiary Assistant Curate, 
Parish of Dafen  & Felinfoel 

Revd Richard Davies
Assistant Curate NSM(L), 
Benefi ce of Letterston w 
Llanfair Nant-y-Gof 
& Puncheston w Little 
Newcastle & Castle Bythe 

Revd David Jenkins
Assistant Curate NSM(L), 
United Parish of St Ishmaels

Revd Jenny Kimber
Assistant Curate NSM(L), 
Grouped Parish of Lampeter

Revd Ann McNight
Assistant Curate NSM(L), 
Benefi ce of Cilycwm & 
Ystradffi  n w St Barnabas 
Rhandirmwyn & Llanfair-ar-y-
Bryn (Cynghordy) 
& Bro Dyfri LMA

Revd John Morgan
Assistant Curate NSM(L), 
Rectorial Benefi ce of Tenby 
& Caldey LMA

Revd Belinda Roberts 
Assistant Curate NSM(L), 
United Parish of Haverfordwest 
& Haverfordwest LMA

Revd Delyth Wilson
Assistant Curate NSM(L), 
Benefi ce of Cynwyl Gaeo w 
Llansawel & Talley 
& Abergorlech

Revd Christopher Frost  
Stipendiary Assistant Curate, 
Benefi ce of Cardigan with Mwnt 
with y Ferwig with Llangoedmor

The following will be ordained priest in St Davids Cathedral on 25th June

Elizabeth Arnold Davies
NSM (L) Assistant Curate, 
Lampeter w Maestir & Silian & 
Llangybi & Betws Bledrws and 
Lampeter LMA

Joel Barder
Stipendiary Assistant Curate, 
Rectorial Benefi ce of Tenby
and Caldey LMA 

Beth Davies
NSM (L) Assistant Curate, 
Grouped Parish of Llandysul 
w Bangor Teifi  & Llanfairorllwyn 
w Llangynllo 

Terry Davies
NSM (L) Assistant Curate, 
Grouped Parish of Llanilar 
w Rhostie & Llangwryfon w 
Llanfi hangel Lledrod 
& Llanwnnws 

Alun Evans
Stipendiary Assistant Curate, 
United Parish of Haverfordwest 
and Haverfordwest LMA

Gaynor Jones
Stipendiary Assistant Curate, 
Grouped Parish of St Peter’s 
Carmarthen & Abergwili & 
Capel-y-Groes

Caroline Jones
NSM (L) Assistant Curate, 
Llanegwad w Llanfi hangel-
uwch-Gwili and Tywi Cothi LMA 

Aled Lewis
NSM Assistant Curate, 
Grouped Parish of Tregaron w 
Ystrad Meurig & Strata Florida 
& Blaenpennal 
and Lampeter LMA 

Rob Lowe
NSM (L) Assistant Curate, 
United Parish of Llanelli and 
the Bro Lliedi LMA 

Edward Lebrun Powell 
Stipendiary Assistant Curate, 
Parish of Milford Haven 

Lynn Rees
NSM  Assistant Curate, 
Grouped Parish of Llanbadarn 
Fawr & Elerch & Penrhyncoch 
& Capel Bangor

Marc Walford
Stipendiary Assistant Curate, 
Grouped Parish Llanstadwel & 
Burton & Rosemarket 
NS = Non-stipendiary
NSM(L) = Non-stipendiary 

Minister (Local)

The following will be ordained deacon in St Davids Cathedral on 26th June

We keep all those to be ordained in our prayers

SO, ‘What is The Calendar of 
Intercessions?’ I heard some-

one say; in fact quite a few people 
have asked me that question over 
the years. This little booklet has 
been sent via your vicar’s letterbox 
for the last 14 years at least and 
there is one for each church build-
ing in the diocese. 
 Why? The Bishop has hoped, 
and prayed, that each booklet has 
found its way to a stall or a lectern 
so that it can be used daily and on 
Sundays by those who lead inter-
cessions in church. It is a circle 
of prayer for the diocese and the 
Anglican Communion. There is 
a bidding for every parish at least 

twice a year and we are asked to 
pray for our diocesan family daily, 
that we might Grow Hope together. 
I always experience a moment of 
hope on the day when the diocese 
turns its focus on our parishes.
 ‘Ah, but we use our own cycle 
of prayer – having another will just 
confuse people.’ Clearly, the local 
church should be prayed for and 
some have a cycle for each street 
and organisation. However, we are 
not just local and it is important that 
we off er prayers for each congrega-
tion in this part of the vineyard. 
 ‘But I can’t pronounce some 
of the names of those bishops in 
faraway places!’ If the person lead-
ing the intercessions doesn’t really 
know how to say the odd name, 
with the written text in front of 
them, the best advice is just say 
them as best you can – or even miss 

We are 
part of 

something 
much 
bigger

Dennis Wight encourages 
everyone to use the diocesan 
Calendar of Intercessions in 

daily prayer

Calendr Ymbiliau
Awst – Hydref 2016

Gweddïwch yn ddi-baid

Calendar of Intercessions
August – October 2016
Pray without ceasing

DIOCESE OF ST DAVIDS
ESGOBAETH TYDDEWI

the name out.  If the intercessor 
can’t pronounce the name then it is 
highly probable that the congrega-
tion won’t be able to either! It’s a 
bit like when one is reading publi-
cally those diffi  cult to pronounce 
names from the Old Testament – 
just go for it with confi dence and 
very few will notice if it was wrong 
and most will be impressed! The 
crucial point is that we are there in 
church interceding for those like 
us who are a part of the Church of 
God.
 Please seek out the Calendar of 
Intercessions and use it – it can be 
found on the diocesan website, too, 
if the booklet seems lost, at http://
stdavids.churchinwales.org.uk/
resources/intercessions/
 ‘Pray without ceasing’, and 
very many thanks to Ian Aveson 
who is preparing these for us.  

FINAL COPY DATE
for the September edition of 

Pobl Dewi

17th August 2016

Canon Huw Mosford presented a surprise gift from parishioners 
to retiring organist Mrs Marianne Williams after the Easter service 
at St Michael & All Angels, Dafen. The crystal glass bowl has the 
following inscription:
                                    Presented to Mrs Marianne Williams
                     in recognition of over 40 years of faithful service as organist
                                      at Dafen Parish Church, Llanelli.
                                      The gift of grateful parishioners
                            ‘May the Lord continue to bless and keep you”
                                                    Easter 2016

Organist ‘bowled’ over!
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Growing HopeWhat a difference
Exploring Faith is a course for anyone interested in deepening 
their faith. Don’t be afraid, join a local group, says Sharon Swain

ONE night in September 2011 
a dozen people gathered in 

Pembroke Dock to start an Explor-
ing Faith course. Most looked 
petrified. None knew what the 
course was about. Only two had a 
clear sense of vocation and these 
went on to train as priests. The 
others came, however, because 
they had heard God’s call to learn 
more about their faith. 
 During the first two years those 
who were exploring their vocation 
to the priesthood signed on with the 
university and completed assign-
ments each term, the rest attempted 
to do the reading each week and 
engage with the discussion, but 
often other things in their lives got 

in their way. I had run such courses 
in four other dioceses in England, 
but, as the leader for this group, I 
often found getting them to talk 
was like drawing teeth.
 Two years later we still retained 
most of the same group, and the 
two doing the assignments left to 
complete their training at theologi-
cal college. The group had always 
got on well together and we would 
meet for a meal now and again. In 
the summer of 2013 I threw down 
the gauntlet – from September they 
would all start the course again, 
and this time they would complete 
the assignments. One person left, 
but all the others agreed. 
 Most of the group had not 

written essays since childhood, 
and were completely new to the 
academic way of writing. We 
called in some help and from the 
first week things changed. No-one 
was absent unless really ill, and 
everyone completed the reading. 
The whole group began to partici-
pate in the discussion items. They 
were bubbling over with things to 
say. 
 Now, five years on, they 
discuss their assignments and 
argue over points of theology; they 
take great delight in purchasing 
books (usually second-hand); they 
share reading material; and they 
show real pleasure when someone 
gets a good grade for a difficult 
assignment.
 And what about vocations now? 
Well the group has helped produce 
five priests and three readers, as 
well as some theologically mature 
members for our local churches. 

The course is now called “Theol-
ogy for Life”, and new groups will 
start this autumn. The cost is £20 
a term, for which you will receive 
the basic course books. But don’t 

do it the hard way, connect to the 
university and do the assignments 
from the beginning! 
 Visit the website for details of 
new groups starting in September.

OUR own series of vocations 
videos, ‘God is calling you/

Mae Duw yn dy alw di’, contin-
ues to be rolled out on the diocesan 
website. Following earlier inter-
views with clergy, we have recently 
been focussing on the ministry of 
lay people, which feature Sue and 
Terry Reeves, who run retreats, and 
Hannah Karpaty and Sophie Whit-
marsh as they discuss their calling. 
http://stdavids.churchinwales.org.
uk/vocationvideo/

Videos and podcasts for 
everyone

 In the meantime, the Church 
in Wales is producing a series 
of videos and podcasts, under 
the title ‘Delve’, looking at the 
lesser-known Christian festivals 
and exploring what they mean for 
us. Later in the summer, from St 
Davids Diocese, Revd Peter Lewis, 
in conversation with Revd Jenny 
Kimber, will be considering The 
Transfiguration. 
http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/ 

Sue and Terry Reeves

Sophie Whitmarsh and her family

An exciting new book charting the history of St Davids Cathedral 
Choir is being prepared for publication. The book has been 
researched and written by Benjamin Phillips from St Davids, who 
is now based at the University of York, doing research for a PhD 
in music. Benjamin has carried out research on the choir since 
its inception in the 12th century right through to the present day, 
and is currently looking for former choristers and their families 
to share their recollections and photographs for inclusion in his 
research. The book will be published in mid-2017. 

If you would like to share photographs or recollections please 
contact St Davids Cathedral on 01437 720202 or 

info@stdavidscathedral.org.uk

Cathedral choir’s history – 
can you contribute?

THE Royal School of Church 
Music has launched a major 

initiative in Wales designed to 
support organists, worship lead-
ers, choristers and particularly 
those congregations with little 
or no musical resources, to make 
them more confident in using 
music as part of worship. Called 
Menter Gerdd/Operation Music, 
the four-part programme comes at 
the request of the bishops of the 
Church in Wales’ and was launched 
at April’s Governing Body meet-
ing. It is believed to be the first 
time in the RSCM’s history that a 
denomination’s senior leaders have 

invited it to devise a nationwide 
training programme. 

Y MAE Ysgol Frenhinol Cerdd 
Eglwysig wedi lansio cam cyntaf 
pwysig yng Nghymru a luniwyd i 
gefnogi organyddion, arweinwyr 
addoliad, cantorion ac yn enwedig 
y cynnulleidfaoedd hynny heb fawr 
neu ddim adnoddau cerddorol, 
i’w gwneud yn fwy hyderus wrth 
ddefnyddio cerddoriaeth fel rhan 

o’u haddoliad. O dan yr enw 
Menter Gerdd/Operation Music, 
lluniwyd y rhaglen pedair-rhan 
i ateb gofyniad gan esgobion yr 
Eglwys yng Nghymru ac fe’i 
lansiwyd yn ystod cyfarfod y 
Corff Llywodraethol ym mis 
Ebrill. Credir mai dyma’r tro 
cyntaf yn hanes y RSCM i 
arweinwyr blaenllaw enwad eu 
gwahodd i ddyfeisio rhaglen 
hyfforddi genedlaethol.

For more information visit 
http://stdavids.churchinwales.org.
uk/life/pobldewi/pdextra/ or 
www.rscm.com/mentergerdd

Operation Music aims to put ‘hwyl’ 
back into Welsh hymn singing

The new Safeguarding Policy 
has been published on the Church 
in Wales website and is available 
as an online resource. 

In the first instance it will be 
found on the Church in Wales 
website under Publications. At a 
later date it will also be accessible 
on the home page of the Church 
in Wales website under Safe-
guarding. The link is as follows: 
http://www.churchinwales.org.
uk/structure/representative-
body/publications/downloads/
safeguarding-policy-2016/

This policy supersedes the 
blue book ‘Children and Young 
People: A code of practice for 
use by parishes in the Church in 
Wales’ dated November 2007 and 
also the red/pink book ‘Ministry 
with Vulnerable Adults’ dated May 
2010. The safeguarding policies 
for children, young people and 
vulnerable adults are therefore 
now amalgamated into one over-
arching document which should 
make it easier for everyone to 
reference. This new policy came 
into effect on 11th April.
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I HAVE had the honour of hold-
ing independent roles related to 

the Welsh Government’s duty to 
promote sustainable development 
since 2006; first as the Commis-
sioner for Wales on the UK 
Sustainable Development Com- 
mission to 2011, then as Commis-
sioner for Sustainable Futures 
and Chair of Climate Change 
Commission.
 Sustainable development has 
been a distinctive feature of the 
devolution process with a legal 
duty in the Government of Wales 
Act which sets Wales apart 
 We have reached another land-
mark in that journey with the 
introduction, on 1st April, of the 
Wellbeing of Future Generations 
Act and the appointment of the 
new Future Generations Commis-
sioner, who has legal powers to act 

Locally-driven sustainability
Peter Davies, Chairman of the Wales Council for Voluntary Action, 

considers the new Future Generations Act

on behalf of future generations.
 This legislation provides a legal 
framework – setting out common 
goals, measures of progress and 
operating principles for the whole 
of the public sector in Wales. It 
requires public bodies to set objec-
tives and report on their progress 
towards those goals and national 

measures of progress. It requires 
collaboration across public bodies 
to ensure an integrated, joined-up 
approach through the establish-
ment of the new Public Service 
Boards by each local authority.
 The legislation was shaped 
through a national conversation 
and it will only have an impact if 
communities across Wales take the 
lead in shaping the vision for the 
community they want for future 
generations. The act does require 
public bodies to ensure that citi-
zens and communities are involved 
in decision-making, while Public 
Service Boards are about to under-
take local wellbeing assessments 
on which to build local plans.
 It will be easy for such 
processes to become a bureaucratic 
process which bypass the day-to-
day lives of ordinary people. This 

is where we need communities to 
take control and use the legislation 
to deliver local benefits for current 
and future generations.
 Over my time as Commis-
sioner I have drawn much 
inspiration and learning from the 
work that has been taken forward 
by the communities like Fish-
guard and Goodwick, with groups 
such as Transition Bro Gwaun 
demonstrating what is possible in 
gaining community ownership of 

renewable energy and hosting a 
national event on community-led 
regeneration.
 Our approach needs to be 
turned on its head, with less of the 
top-down government strategy and 
a focus on enabling communities 
to lead in building their sustainable 
future. I know that the communi-
ties of West Wales will be at the 
vanguard of that transformation.
 

Peter Davies with the Transition Cafe Team, Fishguard

More information: http://gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/people/future-generations-act/?lang=en 

WORDS and vision are a 
common thread running 

through all the aspects of my life. 
Vision as an artist demands that 
we see what is really there, not 
what we think we see, in order to 
make connections for the onlooker. 
Vision, as a priest, demands that 
our own connection with God 
through our private prayer makes 
connections for our congregations 
and inspires their own personal 
relationship with the divine. 
 For me the word inspires 

images. The seeing with the eyes 
of the heart translates into visual 
outward seeing, which, in turn, 
inspires a closer inner spiritual 
connection. Whether the work is 
to interpret a prayer in a series of 
calligraphic images, or to provide 
solace to a bereaved family by 
designing a graceful, personal, 
appropriate gravestone, my task as 
artist and priest is to offer an inspir-
ing vision to the onlooker.
 Calligraphy is the art of beau-
tiful lettering. The strokes of the 
letters have a life of their own and 
reflect the love and contemplative 
compassion with which the letters 
have been executed. I am very 
interested in reducing image to 
simple line form, much like letters 
themselves. The simplicity of this 
style invites the reader to engage 
with the transmitted energy and 
dynamism which resonates with 
the words of the prayer but appeals 
to us at a visual level as well.
 Carved letters consist of a 
conversation between the tools 
which date back to the time of the 
Greeks and Romans, the stone a 
material which can be hundreds of 
millions of years old and the crea-
tivity of the artist as well as the 
content of the text. This conversa-
tion demands the utmost humility 
and patience to achieve. 
 There is an aspect of the divine 
in every act of creation. When 
the artist’s skill and imagina-
tion are combined with the sacred 

Calligrapher, letter-carver, 
sculptor, priest

Diana Hoare, Priest-in-charge of The Havens Beacon Churches, 
combines all these aspects of her life to inspire

ONE of the rewards of being 
Inter-Faith Officer is the 

opportunity to see individuals of 
different faiths acting in an entirely 
contrary fashion to that portrayed in 
some popular media. Such an oppor-
tunity arose early in April at the Dar 
Ul-Isra Mosque in Cathays, Cardiff, 
when the subject of “Women’s 
contribution to religious scholarship 
and education” was the theme of the 
evening’s discussion.
 Now the subject itself suggests 
quite a departure from stereotype 
but there is much more to relate; 
the three women speakers, repre-
senting the three Abrahamic faiths, 
were, respectively: Lisa Gerson, 
Cardiff United Synagogue’s first 
ever female chair, Sister Aquinas, a 
Roman Catholic nun from Nazareth 
House and Sister Ameira Bahadur-
Kutkut, a religious teacher at the 
mosque.

  The evening began with a brief 
recitation from the Holy Qur’an 
referring to Mary, the revered 
mother of Jesus, and words of 
welcome from the Chairman of 
the Muslim Council of Wales. Lisa 
Gerson then spoke eloquently of the 
women of the Hebrew Scriptures 
– Eve as the  “making whole of 
Adam “, the four matriarchs and 
the seven prophetesses – I will 
leave it to you to identify them – 
before concluding by reminding 
us that, to this day, Jewish identity 
passes through the maternal line. 
 Sister Aquinas also began with 
Mary’s response “Let it be . . . ” 
and then took us through some 
of the great historic names which 
are still to be found in our lection-
ary such as Julian of Norwich (8th 
May) – the author of the first book 
written by a woman in English – 
before concluding with a reference 

Identity, inheritance and 
inspiration

In the second of his series of inter-faith articles, Derek Davies 
revels in a counter-cultural event

to The Queen’s recent Christmas 
messages and the  “joy of service”. 
Sister Ameira followed, with a 
passionate advocacy for the pursuit 
of knowledge – knowledge of God 
and the relationship between The 
Divine and creation. 
 With respect to humanity, she 
spoke of three examples of meri-
torious actions – a practical task 
for the benefit of posterity; gain-
ing knowledge, as in medicine, 
for present and future human 
flourishing; the role of the mother 
in raising a child. Her contribution 
certainly inspired me.
 Just a final word – the evening’s 
discussion ended with an invita-
tion to all guests to observe sunset 
prayers within the mosque itself 
and then enjoy a meal together – all 
in all, a totally rewarding evening. 

text, word and vision are brought 
together to achieve a power-
ful effect upon the onlooker. The 
onlooker brings themselves to the 
conversation. The effect of one’s 
art upon the beholder cannot be 
anticipated. When the art is a form 
of prayer, the prayerful connec-
tion for the onlooker is a prayerful 
inspiration for them, too. Words 
can transmit energy and life 
through their appearance as well as 
their intellectual content. 
 Diana’s work can be seen at her 
St David’s Gallery, 73 Nun Street, 
St Davids SA62 6NU.
01437721205; 07989432280 
starstonewell@gmail.com

FINAL 
COPY DATE
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edition of 
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Growing Hope
Meithrin Gobaith

Growing Hope

PLANNING for our retirement, 
my husband, Paul, and I (both 

Readers) moved to Abergorlech 
in June 2012, for a quiet life. 
However, God had other plans for 
us. 
 This Petertide I am to be 
ordained into the priesthood but 
as I write I am now licensed by 
Bishop Wyn to serve as Assis-
tant Curate in the rural churches 
of St David’s, Abergorlech, and 
Saint Sawyl’s, Llansawel. These 
two churches, together with the 
churches in Caio and Talley, form 
the Cynwyl Gaeo group which is 
in the Bro Dyfri Ministry Area, 

in North East Carmarthenshire. 
The Cynwyl Gaeo group has been 
without an incumbent for over fi ve 
years. 
 Abergorlech is blessed with 
a small but loyal congregation of 
predominantly Welsh speakers. 
When I began leading services 
in the larger community of Llan-
sawel in 2014 there  were only two 
elderly worshippers who faithfully 
attended the fortnightly service. 
During the last year, church 
attendance has grown to 15 regu-
lar worshippers and a couple of 
children. For special services the 
congregation can be 40+. 

Getting involved
No quiet life for Delyth Wilson as she approaches ordination this month

 I agree with Bob Jackson, that 
church growth is not only assessed 
‘by the number of its people but 
the depth of its faith and power 
of its ministry . . . Healthy growth 
comes in holiness, eff ectiveness 
and numbers all together.’ 
 I am regarded as the ‘Focal 
Minister’, meaning that I am the 
point of contact between church 
and community. For me, my 
focus is my fl ock, to feed, nurture, 
support, encourage and just to be 
there. Preaching the word is high 
on my list of priorities, as is prayer. 
I believe and trust in the power of 
prayer. I also believe in minister-

ing to people at their point of need, 
getting involved at every oppor-
tunity with the village events. We 
hold a monthly Messy Church in 
the Farmers Market, hold a weekly 
Christianity Explained course at a 
local public house and search out 
any opportunity to talk and get to 
know people. We have a presence 
at local festivals and events. Forg-

ing links with chapels in the area 
has also opened doors into the 
community.
 There have been momentary 
setbacks but, amazingly, God has 
turned these around with surprising 
results. Growth is not because of 
what I do but in spite of what I do. I 
am not surprised at this growth nor 
do I expect it to stop.

THE forecast was not good with 
heavy rain and high winds. 

But, as umbrellas and raincoats 
were reached for, the downpour 
stopped, the wind eased, and all 
was set for one of the most beauti-
ful services of Easter.
 The Easter liturgy is made up 
of four parts that were originally 
held as a single act of worship, but 
today the fi rst three parts are often 
celebrated in a separate service late 
on Holy Saturday and followed 
by the Holy Eucharist on Easter 
morning.
 The service at St Gwyndaf’s, 
Llanwnda, was the fi rst joint 
service of the Pencaer Mission and 

Ministry Partnership, involving 
representatives from the parishes 
and was led by Sarah Geach and 
Catherine Hammond. It began 
with the blessing of an impres-
sive fi re outside the church door. 
Then, after the Paschal Candle was 
marked with the traditional signs 
of the cross, the letters Alpha and 
Omega, and the numerals 2016, 
fi ve “nails” were inserted into the 
candle to symbolise the wounds 
of Christ. Next, the candle was lit 
with a taper from the new fi re and 
carried into the darkened church, 
to symbolise the Light of Christ. In 
a profound moment this light was 
shared as the Paschal candles from 

other parishes in the ministry area 
and those of the congregation were 
lit to illuminate the whole church.
 After hearing that great Easter 
song of praise, the Exsultet, we 
listened in refl ective silence to 
readings that reminded us of 
God’s faithfulness and the prom-
ises fulfi lled by the resurrection of 
Christ. The service concluded with 
an invitation to renew our baptis-
mal vows as the completion of 
our Lenten preparation which had 
begun on Ash Wednesday.
 After the service positive 
comments were received from 
those present, many of whom 
had never been to an Easter Vigil 

service before. As one person put 
it ‘now I feel really prepared to 
receive my Easter Communion in 
the morning’. Others commented 
on how moving they had found the 
service, how it showed them one of 
the values of being part of a minis-

try area and how smaller parishes 
and their community could be 
really involved; they also expressed 
particular thanks to the people and 
community of Llanwnda for all the 
hard work involved in preparing 
for this service. 

The Easter Vigil – never heard of it . . .
A service that begins with a fi re outside!! What about the weather?

https://www.ministrytoday.org.uk/blog/2015/11/hat-makes-churches-grow/

THE church was infested 
with bats and the graveyard 

had reverted to the Pembroke-
shire version of the Amazonian 
jungle. The bats gradually decided 
that they preferred the peace of 
the nearby barns to the rigorous 
cleaning, music and company of 
the congregation and the jungle 
succumbed to the chainsaw, strim-
mer and backbreaking weeding.
 That was the easy bit.
 We next had to re-form the 

moribund electoral roll, the PCC 
and, above all, a neglected commu-
nity that had not only drifted off  but 
whose demography had changed.
 Not so easy.
 A great deal of spiritual and 
practical help has been given with 
great generosity by the diocese, the 
Archdeacon, and the local ministry 
team and others providing clerical 
leadership in services. Currently, 
St Mary’s off ers Eucharist on two 
Sundays each month and on others 

Morning Worship is led by the 
congregation. Attendance is better 
for the Communion Sundays and 
we are constantly looking for ways 
to off er more and more relevant 
ideas to worshippers in the others. 
 We have had our successes: we 
reopened with a great fanfare on 
27th September 2015, with a huge 
boost from the Archdeacon. At our 
Christmas Carol Party the church 
was overfl owing and mulled 
wine and mince pies at half-time 
sustained the volume of the sing-
ing. It was a ‘Good’ service. We 
have also managed to pay half our 
arrears of quota to the diocese and 
buy a new keyboard organ.
 Now in April, we are assessing 
the progress so far and the vision 
for the future. We need to reach out 
to all those families in the commu-

nity for whom church is a foreign 
country and bring them in to enjoy 
what St Mary’s can off er. We need 
inspiration and above all time and 
energy. Should we have family 
services and when? Messy Church 

Open for worship
St Mary’s Church, Manorowen, is only a little Victorian-built 
church and it was destined for closure when current and former 
worshippers asked for a breathing space to try and bring it to life 
and fi nancial sustainability again. Anne Eastham is encouraged 

by the progress made so far

A full church for the 2015 Carol Service 

and when? What else? Sundays are 
so often fi lled with football and 
other activities in modern family 
life. Certainly our committed few 
are there but we need to do more.
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Several local groups recently got together, under the auspices 
of Bwlchygroes WI, to collect children’s clothes to go to Syrian 
refugees. Members of Bwlchygroes WI, the Crymych Group of 
Churches, St Davids Diocesan Cursillo and the local community 
collected, sorted and labelled the clothes, for children from 1 to 
8 years, into ‘sets’ for a child, and delivered them to Clynfyw, 
Abercych, for shipping. Clynfyw are still collecting clothing; at the 

moment the need is particularly for children’s clothing

I  HAVE already enjoyed visit-
ing many Mothers’ Union (MU) 

meetings and attending a number 
of services; several branches have 
birthday celebrations planned over 
the coming months. As I travel 
around meeting members at the 
grass roots level it is interesting to 
witness the different ways branch 
meetings and services are run. 
 Many branch meetings are 
conducted with great precision, 
just like the meetings in my moth-
er’s day, while others are more 
flexible and open to new ideas. 
Some services are still traditional, 
with the procession of banners, 
while others have a different 
approach with more modern ideas. 
Surprisingly, this doesn’t necessar-
ily have a bearing on membership. 
Members attend MU not for what 
they can get out of it but, more 
importantly, for what they can 
give and how they can serve. It’s 
this diversity in unity that is the 
strength of our organisation.
 I am always amazed at 
members’ energy, passion and 
commitment, and by the wonder-
ful work, so quietly done, to help 
transform lives. The Away From It 
All Holidays continue to provide 
for families in need. Toiletries are 
collected and distributed to the 
local women’s refuges. Members 
tirelessly fundraise for overseas 
projects. Globally, relief fund 
grants have been given to the MU 
in Myanmar and Burundi to help 
support families during various 
man-made and natural disasters.

Mothers’ Union old and new
It is a privilege to be leading the Mothers’ Union in St Davids 
Diocese during our 140th birthday year, which coincides with the 

90th birthday celebrations of our Patron, Queen Elizabeth, 
says Glenys Payne 

 With our changing society and 
its faster pace of life, many people, 
understandably, cannot commit 
to regular meetings. With this in 
mind, a pilot scheme has been 
set up in the Parish of Dafen and 
Felinfoel where a new group of 
existing and potential members, 
who cannot go to meetings, has 
been launched. The ultimate aim 
of this group is to look at new 
ways of ‘doing MU’. The ethos of 
the group, under the umbrella of 
the MU aims and objectives, is to 
have Faith, Fellowship, Flexibility, 
Variety and Action without being 
bound by regular commitment. A 
tall order maybe but, to date, the 
one thing that has proved to be 
beneficial is regular communica-
tion via e-mail, social media and 
attendance at church. Please pray 
that this new venture works, along-
side our existing branches, so that 
our wonderful organisation can 
continue for another 140 years. 

At the Noson Cawl a Chân at St Mary’s Church, Burry Port, Peter 
Murawski, People’s Warden and Secretary of the Burry Port 
Charity Fund, presented a cheque for £250 to Glynis Sage for 
the Tŷ Mair Centre, Burry Port. The money was raised from the 
proceeds of Golf Days organised annually by the charity which 
has raised over £30,000 over the last ten years for local charities. 
Among the recipients have been St Illtyd’s Church, Pembrey, and 
St Mary’s, Burry Port. This is the second time they have supported 

Ty Mair, which is one of the Plant Dewi projects in the diocese

SINCE taking up post five 
months ago, I have seen a great 

heart for children and youth work 
in our diocese. The number of 
prayer requests shows how much 
people want this ministry to grow. 
I have been surprised and encour-
aged by the number of groups 
that exist and how many children 
and young people we have regular 
contact with. Look out for a report 
with statistics and recommenda-
tions coming soon.
 I am endeavouring to visit 
groups as well as providing support 
and resources – our blog is updated 
each Tuesday and there is now a 
monthly mailing. If you haven’t 
had a visit yet and would like one 
please contact me.
 There are exciting opportuni-
ties to explore ministry to young 
people in 2016: 

Youth Work
I look forward to receiving 
completed questionnaires, which 
have gone out to all clergy, from 
young people. We are setting up a 
diocesan Youth Worship Band and 
a Youth Forum – to represent young 
people at diocesan and, eventually, 
provincial level. 
 We are attending SPREE Wales 
on Saturday 2nd July and are plan-
ning a youth day in October half 
term at an activity centre (more 
details available soon).
 If you are interested in start-
ing youth work in your parish there 
will be a roadshow offering taster 
events this October. There are also 

new opportunities for working in 
secondary schools – get in touch 
if you would like to be part of this 
pioneering project.

Children’s Work
In May half term we offered holi-
day club-style ‘taster days’ in three 
parishes/ministry areas. Contact us 
if you would like a similar event in 
October half term.
 During August there will be 
‘pop up’ holiday club events called 
‘Summer Salt/Halen Haf’ – these 
are easy to put on and work very 
well to reach children and families.
 If you are interested in setting up 
a Messy Church why not take part in 
our roadshow in September and run 
a taster event, which can be booked 
now. There will also be a second 
Messy Meet-up on 27th September 
for those who are already involved in 
Messy Church or who are interested 
in setting one up. 
 Please do take advantage of 
these opportunities and get in touch 

soon to avoid disappointment; we 
want to support each and every 
parish to grow and develop their 
own, local work with children and 
young people. 
 If there is anything else we 
can help with, please get in touch: 
clarewilliams@churchinwales.org.uk 

Ministry to young people
These are exciting times, says Clare Williams, Children and Youth Coordinator

YM mis Chwefror tro Ysgol 
Mynach oedd hi i groe-

sawu Llan Llanast ac mi roedd 
14 plentyn yn bresennol gyda’u 
rhieni. Roedd yn ardderchog i 
weld cymaint wedi dod ynghyd. 
Agorwyd y prynhawn mewn 
gweddi gan offeiriad y plwyf, y 
Barchg Margaret Le Grice, ac 
yna fe aeth y plant ati i wneud 
gweithgareddau fel lliwio, 
gwneud model o ben ag ysgwydd 
Pharo, gwneud breichled aur gan 
ddefnyddio pasta, collage o got 
liwgar Joseff a mwclis aur, i gyd 
ymwneud â thema hanes Joseff. 
Yna cafwyd stori gan Margaret 
am Joseff a’i ffrindiau. Gorffen-
nwyd y prynhawn gyda chân 
a gweddi Llan Llanast ac yna 
cafodd y plant damaid o luniaeth.
 Mae Llan Llanast Bro 
Ystwyth a Mynach yn cwrdd 
ar y trydydd Sul ym mhob mis, 
ac mae croeso cynnes bob adeg 
i blant yr ardal a’u rhieni.

Llan Llanast 
Bro Ystwyth
a Mynach
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Refugees: 
Hope in dark places

FOR the kind of people (like 
me) who are heartened by 

the fact that London has its fi rst 
Muslim Mayor, perhaps even 
more inspiring in its own way is 
the story of the Anglican Clinic 
in Aden in the Yemen. People are 
often amazed that the Church oper-
ates in The Yemen at all. In fact 
we run the main eye clinic for the 
whole of Southern Yemen, and the 
only one operating at the moment. 
It is staff ed by Muslims, who are 
proud to be part of a Christian initi-

ative; and who are delighted to 
be supported by Christian prayers 
from all over the world.
 The bombing there has now 
given way to sporadic violence 
by militias and extremists, some 
of whom want to establish their 
own brand of ISIS. Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF) is very active 
dealing with casualties of the fi ght-
ing and ongoing injuries from land 
mines. They refer all eye injuries to 
our clinic. Weekdays see surgery 
for the typical complaints such as 

Collaboration on a heroic scale
No faith boundaries here, says John Holdsworth, Archdeacon in Cyprus and the Gulf, who reports 

on projects that simply respond to desperate need

glaucoma or cataracts but Fridays 
(the weekend in Aden) are given 
over to those aff ected by the fi ght-
ing. Recently our team did an eye 
surgery at the MSF clinic while 
the MSF doctors did a simultane-
ous surgery on the patient’s leg. 
Many children have been treated, 
which is something new for our 
staff , whose traditional patient load 
has been older people. We also get 
patients from the UNHCR Camp 
for Somali refugees. The contribu-
tion we make in the midst of great 

danger, even for non-Christians, 
has been described as ‘heroic.’
 In addition to the clinic we have 
other buildings, on a small campus 
that includes Christ Church and 
a guesthouse. All the buildings 
suff ered damage during the bomb-
ing but the work continued. Now, 
the priority has been repairing the 
clinic, but work is continuing on 
the church. 
 Understandably there has been 
focus on the church’s work in 
Baghdad. It is possible for people 

to visit there and report back, and 
there is a signifi cant population 
of Christians. Our own Church 
of St George is doing great work 
in terms of relief and support and 
has recently extended its kinder-
garten work, with a new initiative 
in one of the camps. But the work 
in The Yemen is no less signifi -
cant providing another example 
of where religion and the crossing 
of religious boundaries has proved 
to be the answer rather than the 
question. 

IAIN spoke movingly of some of 
the heroes he met and worked 

with on the Island of Lesbos: “We 
meet up with a group of Spanish 
fi refi ghters who provide volun-
tary lifeguard duties in Lesbos 
during their time off  shift. These 
are the guys who wade out into 
the water and guide and secure 
the boats as they come ashore. 
When a dinghy is in distress or 
stranded on the Aegean Sea – with 
engine failure, no fuel or is at risk 
of sinking – they have their own 
rescue boat and head out to sea 
to bring its passengers safely to 
shore. They are volunteers. They 

are real heroes, responsible for 
saving hundreds, perhaps thousands 
of lives and tonight was no excep-
tion as we joined them to bring two 
boats ashore in the early hours.
 “Cold, wet, desperate people, 
many suff ering from hypothermia, 
crying tears of gratitude and relief 
for their safe passage to Greece, to 
be met by the kindness of strang-
ers off ering water, hot drinks, some 
basic medical attention, blankets 
and some dry clothes for young 
children. But their wretched plight 
is far from over.
 “Just a few hours later, I look 
down on the multitude of bright 

Cold, wet and desperate
Iain O’Donoghue joined the Lent discussion group at St Mary’s, 
Fishguard, and brought reality to the topic of how we respond to 

refugees

orange spots that lie up and down 
the shoreline; life jackets. It 
is a sad reminder of the poor souls 
who have drowned in their attempt 
to fi nd a better life for their fami-
lies and themselves. I think of the 
chaos I am leaving behind and my 
thoughts turn to my own family 
waiting for me back in Fish-
guard. What is chaos for me must 
be a living hell for the migrants. 
Through the privilege of my place 
of birth, I was able to step out of the 
situation and return to normality. 
The Spanish fi refi ghters-cum-life-
guards, the Dirty Girls who launder 
clothes for re-use, the Germans at 
No Borders Kitchen who provide 
basic necessities and all the other 
tireless folk we met during our 
brief stay in Greece are examples 
of how the eff ort, compassion and 
initiative of groups and individual 
volunteers have helped to improve 

the lives of others. 
 “This is a very real prob-
lem and it’s not going away. Now 

 An extended version of this article can be found at 
http://stdavids.churchinwales.org.uk/life/pobldewi/pdextra/

MOST people of goodwill 
want to do something posi-

tive about the refugees – but what 
can we do? While politicians dither 
and the Home Offi  ce struggles to 
fi nd the resources needed, Hiraeth 
Hope is a beacon of light for those 
who have been sent by the Home 
Offi  ce to the dispersal centre in 
Swansea, where some 700 await 
the hearing of their application for 
permission to stay and become 
fully human. For many, the fi rst 
emergency accommodation in 
Lynx House, Cardiff , is below the 
standard a civilised society should 
provide. The appeals process seems 
fl awed; an Iraqi spoke of his letter 
from the Home Offi  ce confi rming 
that his appeal was valid and true 
but he should nonetheless return 
to Iraq where his life would be 
threatened. 

 I met some of those to whom 
Hiraeth Hope provided respite care 
one weekend in May. On the beach 
at Newport, Pembs, they were 
enjoying the relaxation and being 
treated with kindness as normal 
human beings. This is felt to be the 
key factor, diff erent from the rather 
bureaucratic response from those 
with the power – on the beaches 
of Lesbos, in the Calais jungle or 
on the border of Macedonia. This 
human compassion is an expres-
sion of the love that Jesus invites us 
to share. Hospitality is provided in 
local homes by people like Melissa 
and Dougie or Olwen– a treat in 
the long wait for an appeal to be 
decided. Appellants cannot legally 
work, but their children do go to 
school and they receive £35 per 
person per week for food and cloth-
ing. For some who once worked 

legally on good wages, paying 
taxes, this is not a sensible system. 
Many of them are well qualifi ed. I 
met professional scientists, carers 
and others that Britain needs. 
 Hiraeth Hope invites you to get 
involved, pray for those who are 
suff ering and donate to the good 
cause. Those volunteers I met were 
driven by the desire to be of use in 
the unjust and uncaring situations 
we all see on the news, and did not 
see the church as actively involved. 
 With some authorities taking 
too long in their response, blaming 
the Government for being slow in 
providing the fi nance, it is down to 
voluntary bodies to take the lead and 
show that the people of Wales are 
willing to be a Nation of Sanctuary. 

 Visit www.hiraethhope.org.uk Fred Luckman, founder of Hiraeth Hope, with Princess, refugee 
from Nigeria

Respite from the chaos
Jeremy Martineau went to a beach party for refugees 

hosted by Hiraeth Hope

we wait for our world leaders and 
politicians to act . . . .”
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YES, as we now enjoy the 
spring sunshine you would 

begin to think that problems would 
be on the decline, but, unfortu-
nately, due to an uncertain and 
volatile dairy industry, a decrease 
per litre in milk price every month, 
and continued escalating invoices 
to pay, the need for someone to 
talk to is growing. Spring lambs 
are in the markets, but price per 
kilo has not, to date, peaked at a 
high enough level to make the long 
lambing hours worthwhile. Ever 
the pessimistic farmer, if I don’t 
moan about the weather, the market 
prices seem to be the subject of the 
day, or the increasing paper load 
and bureaucracy that weigh heav-
ily upon our shoulders.
 Tir Dewi was specifically set 
up to lend a confidential listen-
ing ear and a hand of support to 
farmers, ready to offer direction 
in resolving problems , as we truly 
believe every farmer is an individ-
ual and every challenge requires a 
resolution. Tir Dewi has secured 
financial funding for the coming 
three years, and the next step is to 

appoint a part-time co-ordinator to 
steer this organisation to meet the 
demands set by the needs of our 
farmers, incorporating networking 
with the agencies already working 
in our rural areas, and raising the 
profile of Tir Dewi. 
 A small team of passionate and 
dedicated volunteers is currently 
being trained to support farmers, 

Tir Dewi
Tir Dewi, since its launch in August 2015, and even though still 
in its infancy, has extended a listening ear and a hand of support 
to many farmers over the wet winter months. Eileen Davies, 

Diocesan Rural Affairs Adviser, provides an update

so that their skill and knowledge 
will sustain them in the environ-
ment in which they will be asked 
to work. If you think you have 
the time and skill to lend a listen-
ing ear, and would like further 
information, please contact me on 
07814272998. There is an answer 
to every problem.
 Mae Tir Dewi yn barod i 
gynorthwyo ffermwyr mewn 
argyfwng, yn barod i estyn clust 
cyfrinachol i wrando, yn barod 
i ddangos y ffordd ymlaen drwy 
broblem. Mae pob ffermwr yn 
unigolyn, a phob her angen ei 
ddatrus, dyma amcan Tir Dewi, 
yno i ateb bob problem. 

FOUR of us from the parish of 
Llanstadwell attended the first 

LYCiG course in Aberystwyth two 
years ago. It was a very enjoya-
ble thirty-six hours during which 
Bob Jackson and team outlined the 
different sessions. 
 LYCiG assumes that there will 
be a leadership team who will meet 
before, after and mid-way through 
the six whole-church sessions. 
Different churches came up with 
different answers as to who that 
“leadership team” would comprise: 
the clergy team, the ministry 
team, the PCC, the wardens . . . 
The whole church sessions are a 
mixture of input (DVD clips could 
be used), discussion exercises, and 
feedback.
 On our return from Aberyst-
wyth we took some time to work 
out how we would run the course 
locally. We ended up doing it across 
the embryonic Ministry Area, with 
the leadership team made up of 
the four who had been to Aberyst-
wyth. Each of the seven churches 
sat around its own table, so the 
content was delivered to everyone, 
but individual congregations were 
together for the group discussion. 
We ran the first three sessions fort-

nightly in June, and the last three 
sessions fortnightly in October. Of 
the seven churches four engaged 
well, two a little and one opted out.
 It was an easy course to run. 
The gatherings were very positive. 
There were some clear outcomes. 
In retrospect I would have done 
things differently, particularly 
keeping more focus on the outcome 
– i.e. each church coming up with 
its plan of action. One person 
from each church could have been 
appointed to be there every week, 
collect opinions and thoughts, and 
summarise agreed actions. The gap 
between June and October sessions 
also meant a loss in momentum. I 
recommend someone familiar with 
the course meeting with the leader-
ship team to keep the focus.
 The course assumes a building 
up of understanding and consensus 
which is undermined if different 
people turn up each time. It is help-
ful to have a core group who are 
committed to the whole course, 
or some have run it over two long 
sessions rather than six short ones. 
 For any congregation that wants 
to grow but is not sure what they can 
do, the LYCiG course in September 
will be extremely helpful.

The course 
for growth

In Lampeter, from 7th-9th September, the diocese will be offering 
a course to train teams from Ministry Areas and parishes in using 
the ‘Leading Your Church into Growth’ course (LYCiG). We are 
looking for groups or teams to participate and then run LYCiG at 

home. Alan Chadwick shares his experience 

IT all began when I spotted an 
advertisement in the Church 

Times last November entitled 
“Cellist plays to help those scrap-
ing by.” The cellist, Pal Banda, was 
offering his services to help the 
restoration of churches through-
out the UK. He has been teaching 
chamber-music for 20 years and 
is currently teaching at the Purcell 
School. He is led by his desire to 
“give back to the beautiful build-
ings that have lent their acoustics 
throughout his career as a classi-
cal musician.” Plans were initiated 
and the owner of Rhosygilwen, 
Glen Peters, offered his wonder-
ful concert venue free of charge 
as well as help with publicity and 
hospitality.
 St Llawddog’s is in great need 
of restoration – the architect’s 
estimated costing is £209,609. I 
have been instrumental in procur-
ing £122,600 from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and many smaller 
donations have helped to bring us 
close to our goal, which means that 
work will commence this summer 
and be completed next year. The 
church itself has raised a substan-
tial amount and the community 
and church school have been most 
supportive. 

 Easter Day was not the sunni-
est: the clouds parted after the 
rain and the ever-changing vista 
of the Preseli Mountains formed 
a wonderful back-drop to the feast 
of music. Pal Banda reminded us 
that Bach composed his music to 
be played in sacred spaces to the 
glory of God, and began with the 
composer’s Suite No 1 in G major, 
followed by Messiaen’s Louange 
a l’Éternité de Jésus, keeping us 
spellbound. His wife, Zsuzsa Beré-

nyi, accompanied him on the piano 
and they also played some duets. In 
the second half of the concert Pal 
played the sublime Bach Suite No 
6 in D major. 
 The audience of nearly 60 
people was enthralled and every-
one went away with precious 
Easter Day memories. We are so 
grateful to these two gifted musi-
cians who were willing to give 
their services and talents to help 
those “scraping by.” Their daugh-
ter, Sophie Banda, who is helping 
to plan the itinerary, said “We hope 
this series of concerts will do some 
genuine good for churches that 
are struggling to raise the requi-
site funds for necessary and urgent 
restoration work.” 
 We are delighted with the £985 
raised. 

A generous response
Easter Day was anticipated with excitement by the Vicar of 
Cilgerran, Peter Ratcliffe, and the members of St Llawddog’s. 
Not only did we celebrate the Resurrection but a concert was 
held in Rhosygilwen Mansion to aid the restoration of the church, 

as John Powell reports

LYCiG, Aberystwyth, July 2014

Côr Tregroes
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Learning to listen
Members of St Michael’s Church, Aberystwyth, were very pleased 
to welcome Mark Virkler to speak at their conference on 6-7 May, 

as Sally Farah reports

THE weekend was entitled 
‘Living out of the voice of 

God’ and talks were directed 
towards understanding the four 
keys to hearing God’s voice; key 
1, quieten yourself down; key 2, fix 
your eyes on Jesus; key 3, tune into 
spontaneity and key 4, journal. 
 Along with practical sessions 
of listening, teaching was given on 
dream interpretation and praying 
for healing. Mark Virkler, founder 
of Communion With God Minis-
tries, had a full weekend which 
finished with preaching on Sunday 

morning and spending the after-
noon with a group of students.
 It was a weekend where some 
came away excited at hearing 
God’s voice for the first time and 
where many felt they grew in their 
relationship with God.
 Our next conference is on 
14-15 October 2016 with Revd Dr 
Jeremy Duff, Director of St Padarn 
Training Institute for the Angli-
can Church in Wales,who will be 
looking at breaking boundaries, 
Christian living through Mark and 
the Book of Acts.

Lay 
Development 

Team
Training Days

A 2020 Vision 
look for 

Pastoral Care
with Rt Revd John 

Saxbee 

Saturday 15th 
October, 10am-3pm 

(refreshments available 
from 9.30am) 

Maenclochog 
Community Hall, 

Maenclochog, 
Pembrokeshire

For further information: 
laydevelopmentteam@

gmail.com 

The Lay Development Team now has three coffee 
morning training courses that can be delivered 
to your local church, ministry area or deanery on 

Saturday mornings from 10am - 12 noon.

The three courses are:

Reading the Bible Sure and Strong: How to enjoy 
reading lessons in church

Praying to God on behalf of others: How to lead 
prayer in our church families (Intercessions)

Everybody Welcome: How can we make our churches 
more welcoming?

All three courses have received critical acclaim from 
past delegates. 

Book your course or courses now by contacting
laydevelopmentteam@gmail.com 

or Robb Wainwright, the Lay Development Officer, 
on 07768 390060

Coffee morning 
training courses

THERE’s no place like home 
 . . . Yet every day there are 

families across Wales facing the 
reality of losing their home.  
 So why not be part of Shel-
ter Cymru’s Home Sweet Home 
Campaign? Whether you hold a  
coffee morning, a bake off or a 
pudding party your support could 
help us ensure no one has to face 
homelessness alone.  
 We have everything you need 
to get you started on our website 
http://sheltercymru.org.uk/fund-
raising/home-sweet-home/ from 
top tips on how to organise your 
event to some scrumptious recipes 
for you to try.
 Raising just £30 could help us 
stand up and represent a family 
in court; your support could be 
the difference between a family 
keeping or losing their home, so 
however big or small your event is, 
you will be making a difference to 
the lives of families across Wales.
 For more information on how 
to get involved in Home Sweet 
Home contact us on 
fundraising@sheltercymru.org.uk 
or 01792 469400. 

Home 
Sweet 
Home

Undeb y Mamau 
Deoniaeth Emlyn

Ar fore Mercher, Mawrth 30ain fe gafwyd gwasanaeth arbennig 
yn eglwys St Tysul Llandysul pan ddaeth cynrychiolaeth dda 
iawn ynghyd i gymryd rhan mewn gwasanaeth arbennig. Cafwyd 
darlleniadau o`r Beibl a`r cyfle i feddwl am ein galwad arbennig 
ni drwy edrych ar gymeriadau a oedd yn barod i newid i fod yn 
wasanaethwyr i Dduw. Diolch i Mr Martin Griffiths am gyfeilio ac i 
bawb a ddaeth ac am gymryd rhan. I orffen y bore hyfryd fe aeth 

rhai i`r Porth am bryd blasus o fwyd 
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For more articles which, unfortunately, could not be 
accommodated in this issue, plus translations of some, 

please visit the PD Extra page of our website: 
www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk/life/pobldewi/pdextra/  

 

Friday 17th June, 7.30pm: Hope MS Concert 

Wednesday evenings from 6th July to 14th September, 7.30pm: Summer concert series

Saturday 16th July, 7.30pm: Dyfed Choir Concert

Friday 22nd July, 7.30pm: Fishguard Choir Concert 

Monday 1st August, 1-2pm: Young Performers Platform 

Tuesday 2nd August, 7.30pm: Fishguard Choir Concert 

Monday 8th August, 1-2pm: Young Performers Platform

Monday 15th August, 1-2pm: Young Performers Platform

Saturday 27th August, 7.30pm: Côr Meibion De Cymru

Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th September: Cathedral Friends Festival

WHAT’S ON AT 
ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL . . .

Forthcoming Events at Tŷ’r Pererin
Fridays 1st July-26th August, 10.30am-12.30pm

Friday Pilgrimage Join us for a short meditative walk to the birthplace of St David and to 
the cathedral for prayers at the shrine.

Wednesday 20th July, 10am-4pm 
Retreat Day: What are we doing when we pray? 
Rt Revd John Saxbee The day begins with Eucharist in the cathedral. 
We invite a donation of £5 for the day, to include tea and coff ee.

Saturday 23rd & Sunday 24th July, 10am-5pm
Art on the Faith Trail Pilgrimage Two guided pilgrimages around North Pembrokeshire 
churches hosting the Art on the Faith Trail exhibition.
£20 each day to include transport, packed lunch and tea. 

Tuesdays 26th July-23rd August, 11am-12.30 & 2pm-3.30
Cathedral Explorers An interactive cathedral trail for children (5-11 yrs) and families. 
Meet at the font.

Thursdays 28th July-25th August
Calligraphy @ Cathedral Make a mini book and try your hand at calligraphy and 
illuminating a text. In conjunction with the manuscripts exhibition. 

Saturday 30th July 11am-6.30pm
Saints and Stones Pilgrimage A talk and lunch at Tŷ’r Pererin followed by a pilgrimage 
around the wells of St Davids. 
Evening prayer  at the cathedral.

Visiting the cathedral with youngsters? Ask for our Cathedral Backpack – includes 
everything a young explorer would need: treasure hunt, mini book for drawing and writing, 
an information card and a costume to dress up as St David. 

For more information on any of the events
contact Janet Ingram                                                                                                                           

education@stdavidscathedral.org.uk
Tel: 01437 729151                                                                                            

www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk   
Find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter

THE desire to seek out places 
of veneration as a pilgrim is 

not new nor specifi cally Christian, 
though endemic to the early church, 
as occurred after Polycarp was 
martyred in Smyrna in 155 AD, ‘we 
assembled his bones, rarer than 
gold, more precious than jewels. 
We laid them in a fi tting place. May 
the Lord grant us to assemble there 
whenever we are able.’ The saints 
of the early church in Wales and the 
West were equally searching. It is 
the same with us today. We are not 
concerned with bones and most of 
us are unsure of our objectives but 
the need is there. 
 Twenty-one years ago the 
Saints and Stones Group began to 
research and off er trail guides for 
pilgrims to visit sacred sites across 
north Pembrokeshire and organise 
a group pilgrimage each summer.
 This year’s visit belongs to the 
sacred landscape that is St Davids 
and the cathedral city.
 The day begins at 11am at Tŷ’r 
Pererin at the top of Quickwell 
Hill, St Davids, with a talk about 

the work of the Saints and Stones 
Group and, in particular about holy 
wells. This will be followed by a 
simple communal lunch provided at 
cost and served between 12.30 and 
1.30pm. In the afternoon pilgrims 
will walk down to the holy well at 
Porth Clais. From there it is possi-
ble to walk up the coast path to St 
Non’s, enjoying the coastal scen-
ery. For non-walkers there is good 
parking at either place. There will 
be opportunity along the way for 
prayer and contemplation together. 
At 4.30pm pilgrims will gather at 
the cathedral well, thought to be 
situated in the Lady Chapel near 
the site of St David’s original cell. 
It is hoped to have tea in the north 
transept at 5pm prior to attending 
Pilgrim Evensong in the choir. 
 We hope that lots of people will 
attend for all or any part of the day, 
enjoy the pilgrim journey and end 
up weary but refreshed in spirit; 
they will receive a huge welcome. 
Remember, 30th July is this year’s 
pilgrimage day. 

Holy wells in a sacred 
landscape

All are welcome to join this year’s Saints and Stones Group 
pilgrimage which is on 30th July

For further information about the above services and events 
contact the Deanery Offi  ce on 01437 720202 

or email info@stdavidscathedral.org.uk
See our website www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk 
Find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter 
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I    TAKE visitors to establish-
ments, both ancient and modern, 

throughout Wales and every so 
often my guests will mention feel-
ings that they get when visiting 
certain sites and many of those 
feelings involve visits to churches.
 Some of these feelings involve 
calmness and wonder, some get 
tingles down their spine, others feel 
emotional and one was so over-
whelmed he could not continue the 
visit and we had to go to a local 
hostelry!
 I would like to think it is my 
knowledgeable description and 
charming wit that bring about 
these deep feelings from within 
my guests but of course I know 
it is something else. I have asked 
myself the question, ‘why does this 
happen and what does it mean?’

A holy sense of place
Mary Baker considers visitors’ reactions to sacred spaces

 I have come to the conclusion 
that a sense of place is an impor-
tant factor, be it position within the 
landscape, the building itself, or 
the human thoughts, feelings and 
spirituality that endure within walls 
and surroundings.
 The landscape and outward 
appearance influence our first 
impression and whether it is the 
ancient yew avenue at Nevern or 
the sudden majestic appearance of 
St Davids Cathedral tucked into 
a valley, the appearance can take 
our breath away. Ancient churches 
are often built on ancient sites and 
our prehistoric ancestors would 
set their important ritual areas in 
stunning locations as did our later 
medieval church builders.
 Buildings and their contents 
can invoke a sense of wonder, the 

wow factor of the ceilings in the 
cathedral, the roomy interior at 
Myddfai, the small wooden head 
carved onto a roof beam in Llan-
wnda, all give delight and have a 
certain wow-factor.
 Entering a church and 
surrounding graveyard, though, it 
is a sense of continuity that also 
seems to matter, the knowledge 
that for generations people have 
had their happiest and saddest 
moments within these walls; they 
have faced death, been married 
and christened their offspring; that 
font has perhaps baptised heroes 
and villains, the rich and the poor. 
The prayers that have been offered 
too, prayers for peace, prayers 
for safety of those fighting wars, 
prayers for help and health and 
overcoming grief.

LANCELOT BROWN, a farm-
er’s son, was baptised in the 

local church in Kirkharle, North-
umberland, on 30 August 1716. He 
started work nearby as a gardener 
aged 16. By 1741 he had moved 
south to Stowe in Buckingham-
shire working for Lord Cobham, 
under the tutelage of William Kent, 
becoming head gardener aged 26.
 At Stowe, he met and married 
a local solicitor’s daughter, Bridget 
Wayet. They were to have nine 
children, six of whom survived to 
adulthood. The family left Stowe 
and moved to London in 1750.
 Word of mouth travelled fast 
– Brown was by now being recom-
mended by one landowner to 
another, his reputation growing 
steadily. If he believed he could 
improve the landscape, he would 
announce that it had ‘great capabil-
ities’, hence his nickname. 
 Capability was an accom-
plished rider and draughtsman 
and would make quick, brilliant 
sketches on horseback as he rode 
around. He could envisage the 
transformations in his mind’s eye, 
using natural contours of the land, 
planting trees strategically, often 
creating lakes or ponds to enhance 
the views and frequently build-
ing a ha-ha to create uninterrupted 
views. He had an artist’s percep-
tion of what the mature landscape 
would look like in the future. 
Hundreds of men and horses 
would be employed to make these 
changes. “Nature abhors a straight 
line” was one of his many quotes.
 The pinnacle of his success was 
to be appointed Royal Gardener by 
George III in 1764, after which he 
had the use of Wilderness House at 
Hampton Court Palace. He called 
himself a ‘place-maker’; landscape 

gardener is a term used from the 
19th century.
 A lifelong sufferer of asthma, 
it is thought that he had an attack 
on 6 February 1783. That evening 
he had dined out and was returning 
to his daughter’s house in Mayfair 
for the night, but he fell and fatally 
struck his head, dying a short time 
later.
 He is buried at Fenstanton, 
where he had bought a small coun-
try estate.
 Capability’s scope was 
immense: “Mr Brown I hope I die 
before you do.” “Why is that?” 
“Because I want to see Heaven 
before you improve it”. He trans-
formed up to 250 landscapes in 
England and Wales, over half a 
million acres, many of which we 
can still visit, such as Dinefwr Park 
at Llandeilo, near Carmarthen, and 
created breath-taking views for us 
to admire generations later. 
 More information and other 
gardens to visit: 

www.capabilitybrown.org 

Place-maker
Joanna Hoad considers the life and works of Lancelot 

(Capability) Brown, whose tercentenary we celebrate this year

THIS year’s Art on the Faith 
Trail Exhibition will be 

launched by Bishop Wyn at St 
David’s Cathedral at 4pm on 
Friday 17th June.
 It will run from 17th June to 
31st July at: St David’s Cathedral; 
St Aidan, Solva; St Hywel, Llan-
hywel; St Nicholas, St Nicholas 
village; St Rhian, Llanrhian; St 
Mary, Manorowen, St Gwyndaf, 
Llanwnda; St Brynach, Pontfaen; 
St David, Llanychaer; St Giles, 
Letterston and St Peter’s, Little 
Newcastle.
 There is no overt theme to the 
exhibition. The “Faith Trail” in 
the title is a reference to the paths 
used in ancient times by pilgrims 
making their way to St David’s 
Cathedral and the art work reflects 
the artists’ interaction with the 
sacred space and its environs. 
 The Art on the Faith Trail, 
which started in 2012, aims to 
produce an exhibition which is as 
diverse as the artists themselves, 
who this year will include: Rod 
Williams, Daniel Wright, Amanda 
Wright, Jean Thomas, Nigel 
Sutton, Miriam Scott (poet), Indira 
Mukherji, Elly Morgan, Diana 
Hoare, Buzz John Knapp-Fisher, 
Robert Jakes, Richard Blacklaw-
Jones, and Eliot Baron.
 More information and images 
of artists’ work can be found on the 
exhibition web site 

www.art-on-the-faith-trail.co.uk 
 Come and enjoy a diversity of 
artistic talent in a variety of sacred 
places.
 If you wish to be involved 
with the Trail, want to take part, or 
need further details, please contact 
Canon Sarah Geach at 
sgeach@btinternet.com 
or phone 01384 874533

 Often the walls of a building 
seem to hold the thoughts and feel-
ings of generations of parishioners.
 The echoes of their stories are 
told not just in plaques, graves, and 

histories but in the very feelings 
experienced by my sensitive, curi-
ous travellers.

Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown, 
c.1770-75, Cosway, Richard 

(1742-1821)
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Art on the Faith Trail 2016
www.art-on-the-faith-trail.co.uk 
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MARCIA VALE, of Alzhei-
mer’s Society, led the 

session on ‘Dementia Friends’. She 
explained the initiative to create 
‘dementia friendly communities’, 
which is a plan to help people 
with dementia to be included in, 
and supported by, their communi-
ties. The focus of the training was 
to learn more about what it is like 
to live with dementia and turn that 
understanding into practical action.
 Most of us in attendance had 
reached that age where we are only 
too well aware of forgetfulness! So 
it was oddly re-assuring to hear that 
dementia is not a natural part of 
ageing. It is caused by diseases of 
the brain and presents in different 
ways. There are over 200 different 
types of the syndrome. Alzheimer’s 

disease is one of them. Dementia is 
widespread among people over the 
age of 65: 7% of OAP’s – 1 in 14 – 
are living with dementia at any one 
time. 
 Marcia described some of 
the common symptoms: there 
are severe impacts on short term 
memory, which is not at all the 
same as forgetfulness; speech, 
vision and motor skills can be 
affected; at a deeper level, aspects 
of human ability to sequence 
routines and manage inhibition 
appropriately are impaired.

Understanding informs 
practical action

David Jenkins reports from a dementia training session, held at the diocesan office, 
Abergwili, on 28th May

 For example, we learned 
how vision might be impacted. 
One common problem relates to 
perspective – people have difficulty 
perceiving depth and distance. 
Another vision issue relates to 
colour perception. So a black mat 
on the floor might be misconstrued 
as a hole, and a white plate which 
has cod, white sauce, boiled pota-
toes and peas might simply appear 
as peas on a plate.
 We were then challenged to 
think about what simple things 
could be done to ameliorate these 
particular situations. So, don’t 
use black mats in entrances to 
the home or church and don’t use 
white plates or white mugs with hot 
tea. We very quickly saw how little 
things could make a big difference 

to people living with dementia.
 More good news! It is possi-
ble to live well and communicate 
effectively with dementia. Medica-
tion helps but so does a supportive 
community. Hence ‘dementia 
friends.’ And we’ve got badges to 
prove it!
 So if you want to make your 
church, homes and community 
buildings more dementia friendly, 
why not organise a Friends Infor-

mation Session run by a Dementia 
Friends Champion. How? Well you 
could visit the website, 

www.dementiafriends.org.uk
or you could write to 

Marcia Vale, 
Dementia Friendly 
Communities Co-ordinator
Alzheimer’s Society, 
7b Hall Street, 
Ammanford, SA18 3BW

IT was a joy and a privilege to be 
in the company of David Rhodes 

(pictured), as he led the Continu-
ing Ministerial Development day 
entitled Faith in Dark Places. He 
laid his experience of working 
with those on the margins before 
us, modestly saying that he hoped 
it would be of some use to us. It 
was that and more, as, in addi-
tion to giving practical advice, his 
thoughtful manner, gentle humour 
and refreshing theological insights 
inspired us. He held the rapt atten-
tion of all in the room.
 Drawing out the social context 
of Jesus’ times and comparing it 
with today, David reminded us 
that poverty in all its forms would 
always be with us (Deut 15:11), 
and that poverty is a symptom of 
greed and power. Perhaps society 
pushes these people to the margins 
because it feels uncomfortable 
to look them in the face, fearing 
to see there a reflection of their 
own sinfulness which causes such 
inequality to exist.
 Quoting the words of South 
African activist Steve Biko, “The 
most potent weapon of the oppres-
sor is the mind of the oppressed”, 
David reminded us that the poor 
and homeless are often demor-
alised, stripped of dignity and 
confidence by those with power, 
but also that the rich and power-
ful are often hurting because 
“inside every rich man is a fright-
ened child”. God loves both the 

oppressed and the oppressor. 
 The reality of life on the streets, 
on drugs, on alcohol, is gritty, says 
David; the life of the church, like 
an oyster, is smooth. It is only 
when grit gets into an oyster that 
it makes a pearl. When the gritti-
ness of the world comes into the 
church, that’s when Jesus, the Pearl 
of Great Price, enters the building.
 As I walked across town to 
collect my son after the session, 
I chanced across one of the local 
marginal “characters” I have got 
to know. We paused for a few 
minutes to sit in the sunshine and 
chat together . . . and I knew in my 
heart that it was not only the sun 
but also the light of Christ that 
shone equally on us both. 

Faith in dark places
One of the greatest challenges in the Gospel, yet one of the 
greatest joys and privileges, is the call to come alongside those 
who are marginalised in society, perhaps through homelessness, 
addiction, disability or illness. Sulin Milne reports from an 

inspirational training day

Eluned Rees: Beth yw 
Sefydliad Old Mill?
Sarah Clark: Canolfan sy’n 
cynnig cefnogaeth emosiynol 
a chorfforol i bobl sy’n 
dioddef o ganser a hefyd i’w 
teuluoedd yw Old Mill.
ER: Pryd a pham ddechreuoch 
chi ar y gwaith?
SC: Yn 2003, fe agorais ddrysau 
fy nghartref ym Mhenclawdd, 
sy’n hen felin 500 mlwydd 
oed, i ddioddefwyr canser a’u 
teuluoedd wedi marwolaeth fy 
ngŵr o’r clefyd. Doedd dim 
cefnogaeth yn lleol i rai a gafodd 
y ddiagnosis na’u gofalwyr. Fe 
agorwyd ein canolfan ymestynnol 
yn Llandybïe yn 2012.
ER: Beth sy’n digwydd 
yn eich canolfannau?
SC: Rydym yn cynnig cefnogaeth 
gorfforol ac emosiynol drwy 
ystod eang o driniaethau holistig, 
dyddiau o driniaethau, yoga, a 
llawer mwy. Mae cinio ar gael 
a diodydd, yn ogystal â’r cyfle 
am sgwrs. Mae Penclawdd ar 
agor bob dydd, a Llandybïe 
bob dydd Mawrth o 10-5.
ER: Faint o bobl sy’n eich helpu?
SC: Yn 2003 dim ond dwy 
ohonon ni oedd yno. Erbyn hyn 
mae 4 yn cael eu cyflogi’n rhan-
amser, a dros 35 o wirfoddolwyr. 
Mae’n bwysig dweud ein bod yn 
cynnig cymorth am 5 mlynedd 
wedi i unigolyn dderbyn triniaeth 
am ganser, ac yn croesawu’r 
teuluoedd am ddwy flynedd 
wedi marw’r dioddefwr os 
bydd angen. Yn aml, bydd y 

dioddefwyr ac aelodau’r teulu 
yn troi’n wirfoddolwyr er mwyn 
helpu eraill. Mae mwyafrif y 
meddygon a gweithwyr eraill o 
fewn yr NHS yn gefnogol ac yn 
sôn amdanon ni wrth ddioddefwyr.
ER: O ble ddaw’r arian 
am hyn i gyd?
SC: Rydym yn derbyn grantiau 
gan y Loteri, ond yn dibynnu’n 
fawr ar godi arian drwy amryw 
weithgareddau, a chyfraniadau 
gan unigolion. Yn y dyfodol, 
er mwyn ateb gofynion grant y 
Loteri, byddwn yn agor trydedd 
ganolfan. Mae’r lleoliad yn 
cael ei drafod ar hyn o bryd.
ER: Oes hyfforddiant ar 
gael i wirfoddolwyr?
SC: Oes. Mae diwrnod o 
hyfforddiant i wirfoddolwyr, a 

hyfforddiant arbennig i’r thera-
pyddion, oherwydd mae trin 
person sy’n dioddef o ganser yn 
gofyn am dechnegau arbennig.
ER: Beth yw’ch cefndir chi?
SC: Fe ges fy hyfforddi fel 
therapydd holistig yn 1998, 
ac erbyn hyn, rwyf yn ychy-
dig o arbenigwr yn y maes. 
Rwy’n gobeithio cyhoeddi llyfr 
yn y dyfodol i helpu eraill ac 
adrodd o’m profiad fy hun.
ER: A beth am y dyfodol?
SC: Mae angen gwirfoddolwyr, ac 
wrth gwrs arian, er mwyn parhau 
gyda’r gwaith pwysig rydyn ni’n 
ei wneud i gefnogi a chynnal pobl.
 Gallwch gysylltu gyda’r 
Sefydliad ar 

info@oldmillfoundation.co.uk; 
ffôn: 01792 851553

Cyd-deithio
The Old Mill Foundation in Penclawdd and Llandybïe offers support, friendship and help 

to cancer sufferers and their families. Sarah Clark, its founder, talks to Eluned Rees 
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ST TEILO’S in Llandeilo, 
Ammanford Evangelical, Elim 

Community Church Ammanford, St 
Michael’s Talley, St Sawel’s Llan-
sawel and St David’s Abergorlech 
have set up a partnership with the 
charity Christians Against Poverty 
(CAP) to bring its award-winning 
service to the area. In our society, 
a lot of poverty is debt-related so 
our congregations have been work-
ing hard to open a CAP centre to 
help get people back on track. The 
new East Carmarthenshire branch 
will join two other busy centres in 
Swansea and Pembrokeshire. 
 CAP currently has a network 

of 280 church-based debt centres 
across the country, 132 CAP job 
clubs and 879 active churches 
running the CAP money course. It 
also has a pilot project, CAP release 
groups, to help people tackle life-
controlling dependencies.
 There is a lot in the Bible 
about looking after the poorest. 
The Church has always been about 
offering hope and we’re delighted 
to be able to give a tried-and-
tested route out of debt, working 
alongside existing, local service 
providers. CAP offers a unique, 
in-depth, free, caring service to 
those with spiralling personal debt 

Climbing out of the debt trap
In East Carmarthenshire, six churches, in partnership with Christians Against 
Poverty, have set up a centre for those overwhelmed by debt. We are here to 

help, says Centre Manager Ian Tame 

regardless of their age, gender, 
faith or background. Every client is 
visited in their own home, the char-
ity does all the negotiating with 
creditors and local volunteers offer 
support to each person face-to-face 
until the day they are debt free. 
 Typically, debts can build up 
when a relationship breaks down, 
through bereavement or when 
someone loses their job – often 
when people are least able to cope 
with a financial headache. Statistics 
show that one in three callers seek-
ing debt help are feeling suicidal 
but find huge relief through our 
non-judgemental service which 
treats every person as an individual. 
 A CAP client said “life before 
was horrific. I was scared of the 
door, scared of the post, scared of 
the phone; I chose not to answer 
any of them. I just buried my head 
in the sand. CAP has transformed 
me. It’s brilliant now: I like getting 
up in the morning and I enjoy life.” 
 You are not alone – we will 
walk with you. 
 For more information or help 
call us free on 0800 3280006 or 
visit our website www.capuk.org 

HOW many of you remem-
ber Stevie Wonder’s 1976 

hit ‘Isn’t She Lovely’ which cele-
brated the birth of his daughter 
Aisha? Words like lovely, precious 
and wonderful describe that magic 
moment of birth. However, one in 
five pregnancies ends in a miscar-
riage – yet commonplace, such 
a loss is emotionally paralysing. 
Many women and men feel reluc-
tant to talk about this distressing 
and bewildering – but far from 
rare – experience. Those who 
lose a baby in pregnancy say that, 
although they move on, they never 
entirely forget their loss. 
 The death, no matter what the 
cause, circumstance, gestation or 
age, brings a particularly difficult 
kind of grief. As health profes-
sionals we endeavour to aid the 
grieving process by being honest, 
supportive, sensitive and caring. 
There is no right or wrong way to 
respond. 
 Regardless of how long the 
pregnancy, loss is real. Society fails 
to acknowledge the close bond that 
can form between parents, families 
and a new baby. So many stories I 
hear reflect the intangible nature of 
grieving for a miscarriage. Mark-
ing the grief is therapeutic and ‘one 
size’ doesn’t fit all. 

 The death of a baby, before or 
after birth, is a devastating expe-
rience for parents and family. Our 
annual ‘Loved and Lost Baby 
Service’ at Glangwili Hospital is 
an important part of the Health 
Board’s ongoing care and support. 
As a community we gather with 
parents and families to remember 
the special baby, to comfort one 
another in a gentle ceremony and 
to spend reflective time with others 
on a similar journey.
 For some it is an occasion to 
mark a recent loss and for others 
it may have happened a long time 
ago. Last year a lady in her seven-
ties reported having lost a daughter 
32 years previously and this was 
the family’s first chance to gather 
to remember their little girl. Scrip-
ture confirms ‘Love bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes 
all things, endures all things. Love 
never ends’. 1 Corinthians 13:7-8. 
 If anyone has been affected by 
this article or I can support clergy, 
individuals or families or suggest 
sources of assistance to those 
affected by miscarriage, stillbirth, 
neo-natal or child death then please 
do not hesitate to contact me on 

01267 227563
or email me at
euryl.howells2@wales.nhs.uk

 

Mourning Sickness
Anyone involved with the loss of a baby must be given the space 
and time to grieve, says Euryl Howells, Senior Chaplain, Hywel 

Dda University Health Board

An extended version of this article, together with a reflection 
on pastoral care during and after a miscarriage from a 
chaplaincy perspective, can be found on the diocesan 
website at http://stdavids.churchinwales.org.uk/pdextra/ 

2015 was indeed a year to remem-
ber, an ‘annus horribilis’, in the 
village of Llansawel, Carmarthen-
shire. In the seven months since 
Christmas 2014 four young 
people had died and these deaths 
had shaken the community to its 
foundations. Partners, parents, 
siblings, grandparents, children, 
the extended families, neighbours, 
friends, we were all grieving. These 
deaths were caused by epileptic 
seizure, ‘routine’ surgery, sudden 
illness and finally the suicide of 
a young ex-serviceman who had 
recently been diagnosed with Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder. All 
four deaths were unexpected and 

questions were being asked by the 
locals: ‘Why us? Why here? Why 
this village? ‘
 As the months progressed, and 
the wet summer continued, the grief 
remained palpable. I had drawn 
close to three of these families, 
indeed I had taken the funerals of 
two and it was obvious to me that 
these precious people felt isolated 
in their grief. They needed to be 
brought together, to support each 
other and, with God’s help, to move 
on in the grieving process. I was 
especially concerned for the chil-
dren who had lost a parent, aunt or 
uncle.
 As autumn approached it 

dawned on me that we, the body 
of Christ, the Church, needed to 
reach out to these hurting individ-
uals. Therefore on 7th November, 
the Saturday before Remembrance 
Sunday, we invited the families 
along to an afternoon tea with all the 
trimmings. We wanted to show our 
concern and love for them by bring-
ing them together to a place where 
they could relax, be spoilt, talk, 
remember, cry, laugh, be ministered 
to and minister to each other. 
 The children had Messy Church-
type activities. They made candles, 
prayer beads, wrote prayers, deco-
rated memory boxes and heart 
shaped stones. They talked, some 
freely expressing their feelings and, 
as they listened to each other, some 
realised for the first time that others 
were experiencing similar emotions 
to theirs.
 The afternoon concluded with a 
very moving service of healing and 
remembrance. The heart-shaped 
stones were placed in the ‘healing 
waters’, candles lit, prayers were 
said and there were quiet spaces 
for meditation and reflection. Each 
child was able to contribute and the 
service ended with everyone gather-
ing as one family and sharing at the 
Lord’s Table. It had indeed been for 
us all an afternoon to remember.

‘P’nawn i’w gofio’ – an afternoon to remember
Drawn together by grief, one village reaches out to families in mourning. 

Delyth Wilson reports from a moving and healing occasion
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Reflection

SO many people enjoy coming 
to our area of the world. The 

tourism and hospitality sectors 
of commerce would be hugely 
diminished without the visitors we 
receive. Take away those sectors 
and the economy here would be 
very thin indeed. Why do people 
come? Usual reasons boil down to 
landscape, coast, fresh air, adven-
ture – getting away from it all. In 
all these answers lies an important 
truth which all human beings seek. 
It is something which visitors and 
residents alike often proclaim when 
looking around: “Isn’t it beauti-
ful.” Beauty is the truth behind the 
getting away from it all, the seek-
ing of adventure or quiet solitude 
in our countryside. 
 Beauty is not an empty idea, to 
be reserved for the fashion pages 
or celebrity obsessed television 
programmes which proliferate 
on the multitude of TV channels, 
with their beauty tips. Beauty is 
an expression, indeed a revelation 
of perfection. The ancient Greeks 
were driven by it: in architecture, 
in art and in philosophy. Lack of 
beauty displayed a fundamental 
disharmony in the world. Math-
ematicians look for beauty and 
elegance in their demonstrations, 
as do scientists. Does a theory have 
beauty, have an elegant fit? Chris-
tians see perfection in God and 
beauty as one of the expressions 
of the work of God. This is not an 
empty and vacuous thing. Many 
people feel a sense of peace and 
indeed transcendence in the pres-
ence of beauty. This might be a 
Greek statue, an Old Master paint-
ing, stunning architecture or the 
coastline of West Wales.
 Having a chance to get away 
and to experience beauty allows 
beauty to enter our lives. Whether 
we know it or not, God enters with 
that beauty. I have often heard it 
said that someone finds it easier 

The perfect example
Christopher Brown reflects on beauty and its meaning for us

to believe in God in the presence 
of beauty. The sense of complete-
ness and order, the rightness, the 
fit – rather like an elegant piece of 
mathematics – allows us to more 
easily think of God and to believe. 
It is not enough and it certainly 
is not all. If it was people could 
only believe when in a beauti-
ful place and our understanding 
of God would be far from satis-
fying, let alone sustainable. So, 
also, when the charge from unbe-
lievers or doubters comes: when 
someone says that when they see 
a beautiful sunset they believe in 
God, the doubter will charge back: 
what about . . . cancer, brutality, the 
holocaust and so on.
 Where or what is beauty then? 
Christians believe that the great-
est expression of beauty is Jesus 
Christ. This may sound odd to 
some, our society does not often 
talk or think about male beauty. 
Also we do not know what Jesus 
looked like. No, the beauty of 
Christ is seen in his life. His life 
was one of declaring the King-
dom of Heaven and revealing God: 
essential beauty in the world and in 
our lives. His miracles and teach-

ing are witness to this. In reaching 
out to the leper, the beggar, the 
tax–collector, the adulteress, the 
outcast, he went to what was an 
ugly situation and redeemed it 
and made the person whole, beau-
tiful. This was his mission. To 
remake the whole of Creation 
beautiful again, to re-establish 
the vision given in the Garden of 
Eden. Beauty restored. His death 
achieved this. Such brutality, such 
ugliness, such beauty in action and 
duty.
 This continues today. Everyone 
who has done pastoral work of any 
kind will attest to the most heart-
rending situations being redeemed 
by the love of God in Christ and 
beauty springing forth. I have 
been with parents as their baby has 
died. Yet they were able to talk of 
it being a beautiful occasion. This 
was due to Christ entering the situ-
ation. So seeing beauty on holiday 
reminds us of a fundamental truth, 
God is beautiful. When we return 
home, invigorated and refreshed, it 
is our duty to bring beauty into the 
lives of those around us.

HAVING been fortunate 
enough to have visited the 

battlefields of Zululand I have 
developed an interest in the 
men who died there during the 
war of 1879, and have spent 
the last few years locating and 
recording memorials which 
commemorate them. There-
fore, I was wondering whether 
anybody has any knowledge of 
such examples within their local 
parish churches or cemeteries. 
 In particular, I am hoping to 
discover ‘unknown’ memorial 

plaques, windows or inscrip-
tions to men who were killed at 
the Battle of Isandlwana which 
took place on 22 January 1879, 
and which remains the worst 
ever defeat inflicted on the Brit-
ish Army by a native force; the 
massacre occurred just hours 
before the legendary defence of 
Rorke’s Drift in which 11 Victo-
ria Crosses were awarded.
 Despite the fact that over 600 
men of the Brecon-based 24th 
Regiment died at Isandlwana, and 
that a large proportion of them are 

known to have come from towns 
and villages from all over Wales, 
I am aware of very few memori-
als to the individual Welsh soldiers 
other than the Regimental memo-
rial within Brecon Cathedral. 
However, I am confident that there 
must be any number of family 
memorials scattered around, 
both within Welsh churches 
and on gravestones outside, and 
so I would be extremely grate-
ful if knowledge of any such 
examples could be passed to 
me; all information would be 
shared with the Regimental 
Museum archives in Brecon.
 timneedham79@yahoo.co.uk
 Mob 07890 136041

Battle of Isandlwana
Tim Needham appeals for information on commemorative plaques

FOLLOWING Archdeacon 
Will’s article in the Decem-

ber 2015 edition of Pobl Dewi, 
we have received many donations 
for Bukavu which we hope will be 
shipped out later this year but this 
is dependent on cash donations.  
The container will be accompanied 
to ensure the goods get to those 
in need.  We have also received a 
very generous gift of new clothes 
and we will be selling these via 
our temporary shop, called Bukavu 
Boutique, in Fishguard, which is 
now open.  Funds raised from the 
sales will go towards the shipping 
costs of the container. If you would 
like to volunteer to help in the 
shop, even if only for a few hours, 
please contact me.
 In the meantime, Compan-
ion Link committees have been 
set up in both our dioceses to 
consider how we can forge ever 
stronger links. Each person on the 
committees has a specific remit, 
for example, Clergy, Mothers’ 
Union, Schools and Medical. The 
latest minutes from the meeting in 
Bukavu in February show that they 
are keen to arrange exchange visits 
so that we can learn from each other 
and build up our relationships.
 For now, the first, direct parish 
link is being set up between 
Hubberston in our diocese and 

Panzi in Bukavu.  Clergy from 
these two parishes, Josh Maynard 
and Bashi Barhadosa, respectively, 
will work together and we look 
forward to hearing more about this 
as the project evolves. The commit-
tee in Bukavu is also keen to set up 
a parish link with Karhale, and will 
nominate more of their parishes in 
due course; we are similarly work-
ing towards direct links between 
organisations such as the Mothers’ 
Union and schools.  Please get in 
touch if you are interested. 
 Although a bank has recently 
opened in Bukavu, much of their 
diocese lacks proper infrastructure 
– for example, the electricity supply 
to many areas is intermittent, at 
best, and basic medical supplies are 
frequently not available; improved 
educational facilities are also seen 
as a priority (please visit the PD 
Extra pages of the website, http://
stdavids.churchinwales.org.uk/life/
pobldewi/pdextra/,  to see a piece of 
work produced by Bienvenue, who 
we have funded through school).  
 We are keen to support our 
friends in rebuilding their post-civil 
war country but such help needs to 
be appropriate and equip them to 
work towards a better future. 
 Jennie Annis
 jennie.annis@btinternet.com
 01348 840689 

Our friends in 
Bukavu

The Companion Link between the Dioceses of Bukavu and St 
Davids is still in its infancy but we are all committed to forging 

stronger relationships, writes Jennie Annis
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http://twitter.com/PoblDewi

Follow Pobl Dewi on

www.facebook.com/pobldewi

www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk

MENYW ei milltir sgwâr yw 
Jane Jones. Cafodd ei geni 

a’i magu yn ardal Bow Street 
ac mae’n dal i ffermio yno. Bu 
Eglwys S. Ioan, Penrhyn-coch yn 
gartref ysbrydol iddi hi a’i theulu 
dros y blynyddoedd ac erbyn 
heddiw mae’n warden yno ac yn 
wyneb cyfarwydd i addolwyr.
Ond fis Mehefin bydd Jane yn colli 
Sul yn yr eglwys er mwyn hedfan 
i Ffrainc i gefnogi tîm pêl-droed 
Cymru wrth iddyn nhw chwarae 
ym Mhencampwriaeth UEFA 
Ewrop 2016. Bydd y gêm gyntaf 
yn erbyn Slofacia yn Bordeaux 
ar 11 Mehefin a bydd Jane yno. 
“Un sy’n hoffi bod adref ydw i,” 
esboniodd Jane, “ond mae’n rhaid 

imi fod yn Bordeaux ar gyfer y 
gêm ac i fod yn gwmni i Dai.”
Dai, neu Dai Alun Jones, yw 
gŵr Jane, ac is-lywydd Cymde-
ithas Bêl-droed Cymru. Iddo 
fe mae’r ffaith fod Cymru yn 
chwarae yn rowndiau terfynol y 
bencampwriaeth yn freuddwyd 
nad oedd yn disgwyl gweld ei 
gwireddu. “Dwi wedi bod yn 
gysylltiedig â phêl-droed ar hyd 
fy mywyd – fel chwaraewr a 
gweinyddwr – a gweld Cymru’n 
dod agos dros y blynyddoedd i 
fynd drwodd, felly mae cael bod 
yn rhan o hyn yn beth gwych.”
Fel Jane, mae Dai hefyd yn weit-
hgar yn ei eglwys leol. Mae’n 
flaenor ac yn ysgrifennydd yng 

Rhannu’r un rheolwr
Jane & Dai Alun Jones are interviewed by Lyn Dafis as 
they prepare to go to France to support Wales in the UEFA 

Championships

Eglwys Bresbyteriadd Capel 
y Morfa, Aberystwyth. “Bydd 
hi’n od iawn peidio â bod yn y 
capel ar ddydd Sul achos mae 
gwasanaethu Duw yn ei eglwys 
yn bwysig i sut dwi’n byw fel 
Cristion. Rhaid cyfaddef na fu hi 
felly erioed, ond ar ôl profediga-
eth deuluol deuthum i sylweddoli 
pa mor bwysig oedd fy ffydd i fi.”
“Dwi ddim yn gwybod beth 
fyddwn i’n ei wneud chwaith 
heb Eglwys S. Ioan,” ychwane-
godd Jane. “Dyw hi ddim yn 
hawdd rhoi’r peth mewn geiriau, 
ond dwi’n gwybod buasai 
wythnos heb fod wedi bod yno 
yn addoli yn un anodd iawn. 
Byddwn wrth fy modd petai 
eraill yn medru profi’r un peth â 
finnau a dyna yw fy ngweddi.”
Er edrych ‘mlaen i’r trip i Ffrainc 
gan obeithio y caiff tîm Cymru 
lwyddiant, mae’r ddau hefyd 
yn awyddus i fod yn ôl yng 
Nghymru er mwyn bod yn rhan 

o’r timoedd yn eu heglwysi lleol. 
Ac mae ymateb Dai wrth ofyn 
iddo a oedden nhw wedi ystyried 
‘chwarae’ i’r un tîm erioed yn 
dweud y cyfan: “Dwi ddim yn 

barod am transfer eto, a dwi ddim 
yn credu fod Jane chwaith. Ond 
yr un gêm rydyn ni’n chwarae ‘ta 
beth, a’r un yw ein Rheolwr!”

IN this Year of Adventure, as 
Visit Wales have branded it, 

Pembrokeshire Ocean Paddlers 
are mounting a first International 
Ocean Ski Race to start at Aberei-
ddy with the finish, 25km later, in 
Fishguard Bay. This extreme sport 
will attract many spectators for 
it is a fearsome sight as competi-
tors, from around the world include 
Germany, Sweden and, hopefully, 
South Africa, battle with the ocean 
currents. 
 Planning such an event has 
been a challenge in itself for many 

organisations have to be consulted 
and involved. Funding support 
has come from Fishguard and 
Goodwick Town Team and from 
Refreshing North Pembrokeshire, 
both supported by the Cham-
ber of Trade, whose secretary is a 
member of St Mary’s Fishguard 
congregation. 
 This new event will become 
an annual one, with its place in 
the worldwide calendar of such 
competitions, putting Fishguard 
and North Pembrokeshire on yet 
another map. As leisure and sport 

Extreme Sport
The inaugural Pembrokeshire International Ocean Ski 
Race, and the Kayaking Festival, will both take place 
in the autumn. Jeremy Martineau wonders what drives 
competitors and invites readers along to watch the 

spectacle 

become an even more important 
part of local economies, Fishguard 
is turning up the heat with this great 
event on 24th and 25th September, 
making use of the sea, our greatly 
underused neighbour. A month 
later, from 22nd to 24th October, 
there will be a Kayaking Festival 
based in Fishguard Bay. Visit www.
gofishguard.co.uk for more infor-
mation on these and other events.
 Why do some people do these 
extreme sports? Is it the physical 
or mental challenge? Is it because 
they like to look danger, and even 
death, in the face and laugh? Did 
some of the heroes of old, in the 
Bible or mythology, give a further 
clue: that we seek to be like God 
– pushing ourselves beyond our 
limits? Paddlers that I have spoken 
to describe an inward journey of 
self-discovery, and feeling the 
presence of an underlying wonder 

in the magnificence of nature.
 Be assured, this race will be a 
real test for the athletes: endurance 
and strength and, at the same time, 
enjoying doing so in a wonderful 
area of busy, rushing water, close to 
the seals, dolphins and even whales 

that feed in these waters and within 
sight of land.
 Visit Fishguard Bay Ocean 
Race in Facebook to keep up to 
speed with this event; and come 
and enjoy the spectacle.

CHURCHYARDS often contain 
a vast array of wildflowers and 

grasses and with the right manage-
ment can become places of natural 
beauty within our communities. 
This means leaving grass to grow, 
cutting it at the right time and, 
most importantly, raking it off to 
decrease the fertility. 

 In our experience of supporting 
groups to manage burial grounds, 
scything seems to be the most 
effective and most popular way of 
mowing small areas of long grass.
 There are various reasons for 
this, here are just a few:
1.  Many sites are too small for 

large machinery. 

Scythe rather than strim
Caring for God’s Acre is offering free training using the 

Austrian Scythe

2. Unlike strimmers scythes cause 
no noise, fumes or vibration 
and so are enjoyable to use.

3. They are a sociable tool to use 
as you can chat to each other 
while you work.

4. You can hear the birds sing and 
enjoy the wildlife!

5. Strimmers often smother the 
lichen covered headstones with 
grass which, if not removed, 
will kill the lichen colonies 
– many of which have taken 
hundreds of years to grow.

 We use the Austrian scythe which 

is lightweight and easier to adapt to 
individual’s body dimensions than 
the old English one found hang-
ing up in many churchyard sheds! 
 As part of our National Project 
which is supported by the Herit-
age Lottery Fund, we are able to 
fund anyone wanting to learn how 

to scythe their churchyard. So far 
over 60 people from all over the 
country have been trained and if 
you are interested in finding out 
more please contact Andrea at 
Caring for God’s Acre 

andrea@cfga.org.uk
01588 673041
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Contributions to Pobl Dewi
We welcome articles of interest from readers and, in particular, 

we would like to encourage submission of articles in Welsh. 
Articles should be sent to the Managing 

Editor: Tessa Briggs,
editorpd@churchinwales.org.uk 

or photographs accompanied by a maxi-
mum of 50 words can be posted to:

Pobl Dewi,
The Diocesan Office, Abergwili, Carmarthen SA31 2JG,

marked for the attention of ‘The Editor’

Book Reviews

Disclaimer
Pobl Dewi and the diocese of St Davids take no responsibility, 
liability or share the views or opinions of any articles 
contained herein. All information is the responsibility of the 
person or organisation submitting the article. Pobl Dewi take 
no responsibility for any errors or omissions

Scars across humanity:
Understanding and 
overcoming violence against 
women
By Elaine Storkey
Pub: SPCK; 2015
ISBN: 978-0-281-07508-9
Price: £9.99
Many organisations, including our 
own diocesan Mothers’ Union, 
have campaigned to bring the 
plight of women and girls subjected 
to violence to our attention and 
it is clear from this book that the 
campaign deserves much more 
attention and support.
 Dr Elaine Storkey, as Presi-
dent of Tearfund, travelled around 
the world to carry out research for 

Scars across humanity, which was 
8 years in the writing. 
In the opening chapters we are told 
that ‘acts of violence to women 
aged 15 to 44 across the globe 
produce more deaths, disability and 
mutilation than traffic accidents, 
cancer and malaria combined.’ 
This violence is not confined to any 
specific culture, region or country 
but is a ‘global pandemic’.
 By May 2015, 18 European 
countries had ratified the Istanbul 
Convention (The Convention 
on Preventing and Combating 
Violence Against Women and 
Domestic Violence) but the UK 
was not one of them. Why not? 
Even though all our political parties 

A global disgrace

publicly supported the elimination 
of violence against women, only 
Scotland has proper measures 
in place, backed by £10.3m of 

funding in 2012-15.
The chapter on selective abortion 
and infanticide focuses on India.  
It is clear that legislation, which is 
in place, is not enough to protect 
unborn females or infant girls; the 
Indian authorities, at the very least, 
turn a blind eye, and here, as else-
where in the book, Storkey expands 
on the theme that the forces of 
culture and tradition are still preva-
lent in many societies.  The effect 
infanticide and selective abor-
tions are having is that the ratio of 
boys to girls, while roughly equal 
in global terms, is as low as 774 
females to 1,000 males in parts of 
India.  This has caused an increase 
in social problems with young 
men, angry at not being married in 
a culture where being a father and 
head of a household confer status, 
turning to crime and violence; and, 

yes, much of this is directed against 
women and girls.
Other chapters consider female 
genital mutilation, early and 
enforced marriage, honour kill-
ings, trafficking and prostitution, 
rape, war and sexual violence, our 
evolutionary heritage, power and 
patriarchy, religion and women, 
and, finally, Christianity and 
gender.
 This book deserves a very 
wide audience.  The writing style 
and language are clear and acces-
sible but it is not a comfortable 
read; indeed, it is deeply shocking 
and demonstrates, in no uncer-
tain terms, that there is much to 
do across the world to address 
the appalling violence inflicted on 
women and girls. 

Tessa Briggs
 

Resourcing rural ministry: 
practical insights for mission 
Ed Jill Hopkinson 
Pub: BRF; 2015 
ISBN: 978-08574-62626
Price: £8.99
The Arthur Rank Centre has been 
the churches’ focus on rural minis-
try and mission for 40+ years. The 
accumulated knowledge on all 
matters affecting every denomina-
tion is unrivalled. The connections 
into every diocese and district has 
distilled much experience into this 
small book. The title and subti-
tle show how the commitment of 
ministry is to mission. The key 
questions are asked and answered. 
What support is available for rural 
congregations that have limited 
resources and few members? How 
do you resource small, dispersed 
rural congregations and their lead-
ers, lay and ordained?
 The reliance on lay people is 
the norm in rural communities and 
churches. Clergy have to find their 
role, which can be very different 
from how it is in an urban church. 
The nature of church, its theology, 
worship, practical outreach and 
expectations are likely to be very 
different if there are less than a 
dozen regularly at worship.
 Those few laypeople are likely 
to be involved in many other 
community activities and their 
witness does not go unseen. The 
community in which the church 
is set has its own rhythms and 
customs. It is wise to understand 
these so that the life of the church 
respects those that are honourable 
and desirable. 
 It is no surprise that this book 
refers readers to larger resources 
on the website (www.arthurrank-
centre.org.uk). The chapter on 

worship recognises how it is part 
of the breath of the community, 
even for those who do not join 
in. There are many who may use 
the church building for their own 
good purposes, such as medita-
tion and prayer, at other times of 
the week. The chapter on evange-
lism refers to the Journey to Faith 
section. There is a useful critique 
of Fresh Expressions and Messy 
Church. The chapter on children 
and young people brings together 
several good examples of rural 
churches that have tried new ways 
of building relationships with this 
generation. 
 Relationship is the key to rural 
ministry and mission. Many people 
have existing relationships and 
friendships and the church has to 
recognise these links so that its 
invitation to a new relationship 
with Christ is offered appropriately. 
 Church buildings have their 
own contribution to make in 
re-connecting church to commu-
nity. Good examples abound. 
Revd Canon Jeremy Martineau

Building relationships
in a rural setting Cosmo and Colin: Christ 

Church cat & Christ Church 
corgi – The final 21 stories 
by Patrick Thomas
Price: £5, plus p&p if applicable
Available from Christ Church, 
Carmarthen, tel: 01267 236562
canon.patrick@yahoo.co.uk 
All proceeds go to Christ Church, 
Carmarthen
My initial reaction to review-
ing a book for the diocesan paper, 
was one of sheer horror – why on 
earth would my husband suggest 
I would be a suitable candidate to 
review a theology book? It would 
be like me asking him to take a 
sample of blood from someone 
(I am a nurse) – the whole thing 
would be completely messy and 
possibly life-threatening. Know-
ing nothing about theology, I felt 
my only qualification to review a 
religious book was being able to 
read. Then I discovered it was for 
a children’s book – utter relief – I 
have children, I read them books, 
I even do the odd stint leading 
Sunday school – yes, ok, this I 
might manage. So Cosmo and 
Colin arrives, and if I am honest, 
does not look very inspiring with 
a dark green cover and the definite 
ambiance of vanity-publishing. 
Luckily, my children are far more 
receptive and we begin, with a 
story before bedtime every night 
until all 21 stories had been read. 
Each story charts the adventures of 
Cosmo, the Christ Church cat and 
Colin, the Christ Church corgi as 
they go about their daily antics in 
Christ Church, Carmarthen. The 
adventures of the mildly mischie-
vous duo are set against a backdrop 
of festivals, feast days and saints, 
each illustrating a Christian 
message, and generally involving 
a direct encounter with a character 
from the bible. Epiphany, Moth-
ering Sunday, Easter, Saint Jude, 

Simon of Cyrene, and Christmas 
are some of the themes encoun-
tered by Cosmo and Colin as they 
pootle about Christ Church. 
 The stories are warmly written, 
with a cosy and gentle apprecia-
tion of Christianity, each being 
the perfect length for bed-time or 

Sunday school. My only criticism 
would be that ‘Cosmo the Christ 
Church cat’ and ‘Colin the Christ 
Church corgi’ are rather a mouth-
ful to say, and I confess, I often 
omitted the Christ Church, sticking 
to simple Cosmo and Colin. As I 
alluded to earlier, the cover doesn’t 
jump off the shelf, indeed the 
book resembles a theology book 
of the very kind I had been trying 
to avoid. That said, the stories are 
delightful and the simple illustra-
tions offer a charming addition 
to each adventure. Both my chil-
dren and I thoroughly enjoyed the 
stories, looking forward each night 
to more capers from the hapless 
duo. I will no doubt re-visit this 
volume of stories and intend to 
seek out the first two volumes, to 
complete the collection. Definitely 
worth a read. 

Polly Zipperlen

Delightful tales of a mischievous duo


