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An introduction to the 2017 Continuing Ministerial Development programme by 

Bishop Joanna 

 

Dear Colleagues 

It is a pleasure to be able to commend to you our 2017 Continuing Ministerial Development programme and 

invite you to participate in it as fully as possible. Though we do not have a residential Clergy Conference this 

year there are several opportunities to engage with a wide variety of issues directly relevant to the mission 

and ministry of the Church throughout the Diocese. It is our privilege to be able to meet together to learn, 

discuss and debate, thereby discovering new ideas and finding additional sources of support as we seek to 

further Christ’s kingdom in our midst. 

For our first training day we welcome Ali Campbell, a practitioner and trainer in ministry to children and 

young people. Recognising that designated children’s work in churches sometimes ends at age eleven, he 

will explore ways in which we might help children bridge the gap between primary and secondary education 

through appropriate Christian provision for those approaching teenage years and those in the midst of that 

life-changing period leading to early adulthood. 

Last year’s CMD programme included a training day focussing a variety of issues related to health, overseen 

by the Rev’d. Euryl Howells, Senior Chaplain with the Hywel Dda University Health Board, and involving 

several of his colleagues having expertise in key areas. Unfortunately, in the event the training day had to be 

postponed due to unforeseen circumstances. However, I’m very pleased that the event has been rescheduled 

for mid May and I trust that it will be of interest and relevance to us all. 

Many of us know from personal experience about the excellent work that Plant Dewi does in many of our 

local communities. In September we shall be pleased to have an evening event to showcase some of the 

projects currently being delivered across the diocese so that local churches may collaborate more effectively 

with Plant Dewi staff, to their mutual encouragement and support. 

In my recent Ad Clerum I noted my intention to arrange and attend a series of archidiaconal synods, each of 

which will be held in late April (25th April: Archdeaconry of St Davids; 26th April: Archdeaconry of Carmarthen; 

27th April: Archdeaconry of Cardigan). The purpose of each synod will be to reflect upon the Bench of Bishop’s 

teaching that the Church in Wales should invite all the baptised to receive Holy Communion. Following these 

valuable opportunities to evaluate this change in eucharistic policy, a training day will be held in October to 

explore good practice in this important area. We will be led by the Rev’d. Mary Stallard, someone whose 

recent ministry as a school chaplain in an ecumenical context has given her particular interest and expertise 

concerning admission of children to Communion. We look forward greatly to her insights and advice. 

Recognising the importance of ongoing reflection and training, I urge all clerics to make participation in this 

CMD programme a high priority. All stipendiary clerics are required to attend all sessions (apart from the 

Geiriau’r Gair sessions on liturgical Welsh which remain optional) unless another pressing issue makes this 

impossible. Those wishing to be excused should consult their Archdeacon. I recognise, however, that full 

attendance at CMD events is more difficult for NSM and NSM(L) clerics, many of whom are in full-time 

employment, sometimes in situations where taking time off is normally impossible. If you find yourself in this 

position, please consult your Archdeacon so that he is aware of the difficulty.  



The CMD programme is planned specifically with the training needs of clerics in mind. However, the need to 

work in a wholeheartedly collaborative manner is increasingly recognised and it is clear that some of this 

year’s events will be very relevant to other ministers and lay people with which you work, such as those who 

minister to children, young people and families, as well as those involved in the pastoral care of the sick and 

housebound. So please feel free to invite others from your local ministry area / benefice to attend with you. 

Simply inform our CMD officer, Ainsley Griffiths, of the additional numbers so that practical arrangements 

may be made. 

Finally, could I please remind you to keep Monday 9th to Thursday 12th July 2018 free in your diaries so that 

you may join with me and other ordained colleagues for our Clergy Conference? Following the positive 

feedback received from last year’s event, the 2018 conference will be held once again at the Royal 

Agricultural University in Cirencester. The theme and speakers are yet to be confirmed but will follow as soon 

as the details become available. 

 Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

  



Thursday 23 March 2017 
Teifi Suite, Halliwell Conference Centre 
University of Wales: Trinity Saint David, College Road, Carmarthen, SA31 3EP 

Ali Campbell 
Ministry to Children and Young People: How can the 
Church help bridge the transition from primary school 
to secondary? 
 

Overview 

Churches can sometimes have good and lively children’s work geared towards those of primary school age 
but find that children ‘disappear’ once they move on to secondary education. Additionally, it can sometimes 
appear harder to engage older children and young people, leaving a yawning gap in churches’ provision for 
this age group and with serious consequences for our hopes to retain individuals within the living 
community of faith as they move towards adulthood. This day seeks to help churches bridge that tricky gap. 
 
In the morning session, we will explore our vision and values for children’s and youth ministry.  Does what 
we have in place create the environment where children and young people are most likely to flourish? How 
does the local church engage with school and home - those environments where children and young people 
spend most of their time? 
 
Following on from this the afternoon session will look at how we help young people transition through 
children’s work, youth work and in to adulthood.  How can the church sustain effective ministry through the 
different ages in a way that makes it more likely to retain young people, with a growing and deepening 
faith?   

Speaker 

Ali Campbell runs “The Resource”, a youth and children’s ministry consultancy.  He has been involved in 
faith-based youth and children’s work for 30 years.  Ali has spoken at regional and national events for youth 
workers and is passionate about helping the church engage effectively with young people.  He has an MA in 
Reflective Practice. 
 

Timetable for the day 

10.00am Eucharist (University Chapel). Bishop Joanna will preside. 

10.40am Coffee 

11.00am Morning session 

1.00pm Lunch 

2.00pm Afternoon session 

4.00pm Close 

 



Tuesday 16 May 
Teifi Suite, Halliwell Conference Centre 
University of Wales: Trinity Saint David, College Road, Carmarthen, SA31 3EP 

The Rev’d. Euryl Howells and colleagues 
Together for Health – Care across the Life-course 

 

Overview 

Caring professions integrate with people at all stages in life– from the cradle to the grave.   This provides a 
contextual framework for health themes within the hospital setting and community.  Ill health affects us all, 
from long-term chronic progressive disease or a life-threatening illness, to the short-term recoverable.  The 
journey has its fears, apprehensions, anxieties with lone travelling.   The NHS and faith communities should 
sing from the same hymn-sheet demonstrating effective team working that centres on quality person care.   
 

The day will outline the work of the Chaplaincy Department in a 21st century context and draw in others 
with differing specialisms to consider other issues. Multi-disciplinary teams will highlight work in palliative 
care and in mental health services with emphasis on the community.  Organ donation is also pertinent and 
relevant and will be considered both from a donating and receiving angle. Finally, we can examine further 
developing partnerships between chaplaincy and the parochial teams.   
 

As the song writer and singer Paul McCartney said: ‘I love to hear a choir.  I love the humanity ... to see the 
faces of real people devoting themselves to a piece of music.  I like the teamwork.  It makes me feel optimistic 
about the human race when I see them cooperating like that’. 

Speaker 

The Revd. Euryl Howells is Senior Chaplain with the Hywel Dda University Health Board and has extensive 
experience of hospital chaplaincy in Wales and England and of the key issues relating to health and well-
being in the contemporary context. As a former parish priest he is well placed to help us make the links 
between the (often short-term) care people receive in hospital and the ongoing care which our churches 
can help provide. 

Timetable for the day 

During the day there will be an outline of the Role of the Spiritual Care Department (Pastoral, Religious, 
Spiritual) with reference to implementing ad complying to the Welsh Government Spiritual Care 
Guideline and the Health and Care Standards Framework (2015) 

9.15am Eucharist – with healing as the theme 

10.00am Coffee 

10.15am Session 1  
Joy at Last! – ‘He remembers the Barren’   
Specialist Nurse Samantha Robinson, Wales Fertility Clinic 

11.30am Coffee 

11.50am Session 2  
In death there is life  Specialist Nurse in Organ Donation, Kathy Rumbelow 

1.00pm Lunch (please bring a packed lunch or purchase a meal from the university cafeteria) 



1.45pm Session 3  

We all have Mental Health  
Sherilea Curzon: Interim Service Manager Pembrokeshire Adult Mental Health  

The 3ds and the influence on the length of stay in hospital 
Marc  Chandler: Team Leader Mental Health Liaison 

3.15pm Tea 

3.35pm Session 4     
We can always Care  - General Palliative Care V Specialised Palliative Care 
Hayley Balbini: Clinical Nurse Specialist Palliative Care 

4.50pm Concluding remarks 

5.00pm Close 

 

  



Thursday 21 September, 6.00  - 8.00pm  
Teifi Suite, Halliwell Conference Centre 
University of Wales: Trinity Saint David, College Road, Carmarthen, SA31 3EP 

Presenting Plant Dewi 
 

Overview 

The purpose of the evening is to share the work of Plant Dewi within the Diocese, to encourage parishes 
to work alongside us to address local need and to explore ways that parishes can help us. 
 
Plant Dewi is a project that sits within the St Davids Diocesan Council for Social Responsibility.   It is a 
unique project with an excellent track record and it is one of the largest social responsibility projects in the 
Province.  Our purpose is to share the love of Jesus Christ enabling people to find value, dignity, forgiveness 
and hope in their lives. Our mission is to enable projects that nurture children, strengthen families and 
build communities. Our way of working which is embedded in the projects, provides the means of 
supporting some of the most vulnerable families whilst maintaining their dignity and control.  It is a way 
of working that is most effective at engaging parents, particularly the hard-to-reach.  Once engaged we 
support parents to bring about a change in their lives for themselves, bringing positive outcomes for their 
family and community. Parents are partners in the process and work alongside us in a safe place, at their 
point of need and at a level and pace that they feel comfortable with.  

 

Speakers  

Plant Dewi staff and parents will present the work through pictures and stories. They will include the 
following (though some details may be subject to change): 
  
Sue Fletcher             Project Manager                             An Overview of Plant Dewi 
Peter Arnold             Manager Pembrokeshire               Plant Dewi in Pembrokeshire 
Vicky Thomas           Project Worker                                Young Parents in Carmarthenshire 
Carys Davies               Project Worker                                Young Parents in Carmarthenshire 
Llinos Waters           Project Worker                                Family Centres in Ceredigion 
Samantha Duggan   Project Worker                                Families Together Groups 

Coffee, tea and biscuits will be available from 5.30pm. We will begin the session at 6.00pm with a brief act 
of worship, followed by presentations by each of the speakers. The evening will conclude with a plenary 
discussion and prayers.  

Do come to listen to these engaging presentations and discover how Plant Dewi could work alongside your 
church(es) in serving the local community and making the love of Christ real in practical, life-enhancing 
ways.  

 

  



This training event follows on from the Archidiaconal Synods which are to be held 
across the Diocese in late April. The event will address the key issues arising from 
the synods. 
 
Wednesday 11 October, 10.00am – 4.00pm  
Teifi Suite, Halliwell Conference Centre 
University of Wales: Trinity Saint David, College Road, Carmarthen, SA31 3EP  

The Rev’d. Mary Stallard 
Holy Communion and the Baptised 
 

Overview 

The Bishops recently announced new guidance concerning admission to Holy Communion. Since Advent 
anyone who has been baptised is now able to receive Holy Communion in our churches, regardless of 
whether they have been confirmed. The Bishops have said the Church in Wales is re-adopting the practice 
of the early church in an effort to strengthen ministry to children and young people. This change has 
received a mixed reception; some parishes and people have welcomed what they see a step towards 
greater inclusion, others have felt confused or uncertain about this, and the way in which it was 
announced. Concerns have been voiced about the impact of this change, the manner in which the 
sacrament is offered and the on-going status of confirmation. 
 
During this day we aim to explore how the new guidelines may be understood, the issues they raise in 
practice and possible helpful ways forward. We will look at patterns in children’s faith development and 
the ways in which churches across the spectrum of Anglican tradition can enable children and their 
parents/carers to be encouraged in faith. 

Speaker 

Mary Stallard is a priest in the Diocese of St. Asaph Diocese. She was glad to serve in the Diocese of St. 
Davids for six years, when she was deacon in charge then priest in charge of the parishes of Ysbyty Cynfyn 
with Eglwys Newydd and Llantrisant. Mary currently works with young people in Wrexham. She is co-
director of The St Giles' Centre for Religious Education and Faith Development at St Giles’ Church. She also 
enjoys being Anglican Chaplain at St Joseph's Catholic and Anglican High School, the first shared faith high 
school in Wales. She is a non-stipendiary member of the Wrexham Mission Area clergy team. Mary is 
married to the Rev’d Andrew Sully, vicar of Llangollen with Llantysilio and Trevor. Mary and Andrew have 
two daughters. 
 
 
The Timetable for the day follows on the next page. 

 

  



Timetable for the day  

10.00am Eucharist (University Chapel). Bishop Joanna to preside. 

10.40am Tea / coffee 

11.00am Morning Session  

 Baptism – beginning a journey 

 Church – companions on the way or in the way? 

 How we learn throughout our life. 

 What the changes mean in my church/parish/ministry area? 

 Confirming faith and continuing learning. 
 

1.00pm Lunch 

2.00pm Afternoon Session  

 Looking at case studies and addressing challenging situations. 

 Sharing ideas and best practice. 

 Resources for growth and learning. 

 Plenary session 

4.00pm End 

 

  



Every month (apart from August) 
‘Glewlwyd Gafaelfawr’ Room 
Yr Atom Welsh Centre, 18 King Street, Carmarthen, SA31 1BN 

Geiriau’r Gair: Fostering confidence in leading worship 
through the medium of Welsh 

Overview 

In a great number of our churches, Welsh is used regularly and extensively in the services. There are many 
opportunities in every corner of Wales to learn the language and such lessons are essential if learners wish 
to master the ability to communicate with Welsh speakers in their mother tongue. Nevertheless, the 
Church uses many specialised terms, especially in its liturgy. The purpose of Geiriau’r Gair (literally ‘the 
words of the Word’) is to help those who learned a good amount of colloquial Welsh to improve their 
liturgical Welsh in a friendly and informal environment. 
 
The sessions are coordinated by the Rev’d. Dr. Ainsley Griffiths, with help and expertise from the Rev’d. 
Suzy Bale and the Rev’d. Delyth Wilson. The normal pattern for a typical session is as follows: 
10.00am Morning Prayer in Welsh 
10.30am Coffee – with an opportunity to discuss new words and phrases arising during that day’s 

liturgy. 
11.00am Main item of discussion as agreed in advance 
12 noon Finish (normally through singing a hymn!) 
 
Since establishing the group in 2016, we have discussed liturgical material available in Welsh for Advent, 
Christmas, Lent, Easter and Harvest, as well as examining closely the liturgies for baptism and funerals. 
During Spring 2017, we will be looking at marriage services and then responding to other requests as they 
arise during the course of the year.  

 
Dates for 2017  
 

Sessions are normally held on the second Tuesday of the month but sometimes particular circumstances 
make it necessary to alter this pattern. These are the dates agreed for 2017:  
 

 Tuesday 10 January 

 Tuesday 14 February 

 Tuesday 14 March 

 Tuesday 4 April (First Tuesday of the month) 

 Tuesday 9 May 

 Tuesday 6 June (First Tuesday of the month) 

 Tuesday 11 July 
No meeting in August 

 Tuesday 12 September 

 Tuesday 10 October 

 Tuesday 14 November 

 Tuesday 12 December – with Christmas lunch to follow. 

Everyone who has learned some ‘ordinary’ Welsh is warmly invited to attend in order to improve their 
understanding and use of the language in a liturgical setting. 



Contact Details 
 

For more details about any aspect of the Continuing Ministerial Development programme, please contact the 

CMD Officer: 

 

Revd. Dr. Ainsley Griffiths, 

University of Wales: Trinity Saint David,  

College Road,  

Carmarthen,  

SA31 3EP 

 

01267 676607  

07946 036936 

 

ainsley.griffiths@uwtsd.ac.uk 
 

mailto:ainsley.griffiths@uwtsd.ac.uk

