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Keeping In Touch With Church Army Residential Services  

                       November 2015

D ear Friends/Supporters 

 

Welcome to the latest KITCARS Newsletter to keep you updated with our work. 

 

Although it has only been three months since the last Newsletter, a lot has been going on and our 

work remains very busy. 

 

There has been further changes in our staff team with new members joining us and you can find 

details of our new staff members further on in this Newsletter, along with the announcement of the 

arrival of Albie Andrew.   

 

There is also an article about one supporter undertaking a bike ride to raise money for our work, 

which is one of many activities and support that we continue to receive on a regular and annual basis.  

 

I have mentioned, on many occasions and in many previous Newsletters that our projects are facing 

uncertainties, changes, worries, stresses and increasing pressures and demands and these 

uncertainties, changes, worries, stresses and increasing pressures and demands continue day to day, 

month to month etc. It would be easy for us to focus on such negative things but the support that we 

continue to receive, sometimes from very unexpected sources, remind us of the need to be thankful 

and grateful for the positive aspects that we see every day – healthy new lives being born, young 

people working, confirmation of our continued funding, young people laughing and having fun, 

young people’s lives being transformed and turned around, support for our work being continued all 

year round -, which all brings hope through the love and action of God being borne out in every day 

encounters.   

 

And so we are now called to focus on and plan for Christmas so that we can make  Christmas in our 

projects as homely as possible, to show the young people that they are loved and valued at this time 

of year when family love and support is lacking. Within this Newsletter you will find details of how 

you can help us for Christmas and make Christmas in our projects the special time that it should, that 

most of us enjoy and celebrate.      

 

As with all years, your input, support and assistance continues to help ease the worries, stresses and 

pressure, reminding us that we are not alone and that others continue to think of us in the work we 

do to help the young people we are called to serve, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

you in advance for any and all help you are able to offer for Christmas. 

 

May I also take this opportunity to thank you, on behalf of the staff and young people, who remain 

grateful and thankful for all your help and support during the past year and wish you all a blessed 

Christmas and New Year.  

 

Susan Way 
Homeless Projects Manager 

 
TY BRONNA • CLOS TY BRONNA •FAIRWATER • CARDIFF • CF5 3ER 

 Tel.: 029 2055929 • email c.donovan@churcharmy.org.uk or s.way@churcharmy.org.uk 

 website: www.churcharmy.org.uk/carsc 
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Pray for 
 
 Those young people who have no family support and are struggling with being away from 

their family, especially at this time of year. May they come to know the love of God our 
Father through the Christian family of Church Army. 

 Those young people fleeing domestic violence. May they feel safe and secure in our projects 
and be given the opportunity to accept that they are loved and worthy of love and affection, 
through the protection of God.  

 Those young people who are being affected by the benefit reform and feel helpless to affect 
change in their lives. May they be supported in developing skills that will enable them to 
take control of their lives and realise the changes they desperately want to achieve.  

 Those young people who are unable to find employment and feel worthless. May they be 
supported in developing their skills that will provide them with opportunities to access 
employment. 

 Those young people who suffer loneliness. May they come to know God as their friend who 
is loyal and there for them whenever they call.   

 
 
With thanks for 
 
 Our new employees who have joined the team, Emma and Rhys, and the 

skills and experiences that they bring. May they feel welcomed into the 
new chapter of their life and feel a sense of belonging within the Church 
Army family staff team.  

 The safe arrival of Albie Andrew.  
 The good things and positivity that people experience. Help us to accept 

that the good things and positivity comes from God as part of his plan for our lives and 
encourage us to embrace such things. 

 Our supporters who continually work on our behalf and think of us throughout the year. May 
they know the gratitude and thankfulness of the staff and young people 

CELTIC BIKE RIDE 
 
On 27th August 2015, Rhys Mead from the Parish of St Mary’s in Port Talbot cycled a 
challenging 220 miles from Fishguard in West Wales along the Pembrokeshire Coastal Cycle 
Route to raise money for Church Army and our work with homeless young people.  The Celtic 
Trail is not for the faint hearted as this is a long and exhausting route.   The scenic journey 
would have taking in tow paths and former railway lines, including steep climbs from one valley 
over to the next and gentle graded paths to allow Rhys to catch his breath.   Rhys took two and a 
half days to complete the route and slept in a 
bus shelter along the way.    
Rhys visited our Ty Bronna hostel in 
Fairwater in October, together with his 
Mother and Aunt to present Susan Way with a 
cheque for an incredible £700.00 which was 
raised in sponsorship money.  Rhys and his 
family showed a huge interest in our work 
and a clear empathy for the young people who 
look to Church Army for support and a place to 
call home.  
We are extremely grateful to Rhys for his 
support and efforts in raising much needed 

funds for our work in Cardiff. 
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YOUNG PEOPLES ACTIVITIES 

 
The following activities are being arranged to help young people enjoy the festive 
season and have some fun - 

 
Aladdin Pantomime (with Linda Lusardi as The Spirit of the Ring,  Sam Kane as 
Abanazar, Ian ‘H’ Watkins as Aladdin, Mike Doyle 
as Widow Twankie, Andy Jones as Wishee 
Washee, Holly Bluett as Princess Jasmine, Mark 
Llewellyn Evans as The Emperor and Gareth 
Thomas as the Genie) – The young people have 
attended a Pantomime for many years and they 
have always enjoyed it and had great fun. 
Pantomimes provide the opportunity for the 
young people to have uncomplicated family style 

fun and enjoyment.  
 
Winter Wonderland and Ice Skating – We plan to organise a trip 
to Winter Wonderland and Ice Skating this year as last year’s 
needed to be cancelled due to the weather which meant the ice 
was too dangerous to use. Winter Wonderland and Ice Skating 
provides the opportunity for the young people to socialise as an 
unsupervised group and have unforced fun and enjoyment on their 
own with their own friends. 

  
 
 
Arts and crafts for Christmas – This 
will involve mug painting and making gifts 
that could be given to family so that the 
young people can take a gift home for 
Christmas and not feel embarrassed 
that they arrive empty handed. This may 
also involve Advent Calendar making. Which we trialled last year. 
 
As with all activities, the ideas have come from the young people via our suggestion 
board. The basis of providing activities is for the young people to experience 
something new, that they have not experienced before or could not afford, to provide 
opportunity for fun and enjoyment, to overcome fears and barriers, to develop their 
self-esteem and self-confidence, to participate in something that is cheap and can be 
repeated when young people are living independently to avoid isolation and loneliness, 
and to help them forget about all the negative things that have occurred in their 
lives, even for a short period of time. As these activities are proving to be a positive 
and valuable aspect of the support we provide, it is something that we feel is 
important to continue as we see the benefits that these activities generate.   
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CHRISTMAS 2015 
 

With Christmas approaching it is yet again time for us to begin planning and think about how we can 
make Christmas as homely and welcoming as possible for the young people within Church Army 
Residential Services. 
 
In the current economic climate, it is becoming clear that those young people who are lucky enough to 
have continued contact with family members will not be receiving the same amount of gifts this year, as 
the family’s focus is on their children who remain at home. We can see that this is already adding to 
the distress and pain that our young people experience when they are estranged from their families. 
 
It is, therefore, even more important this year that we do all we can to ensure that the young people 
within our services are shown the love and care of God through our actions. We do this through 
celebrating the Christmas period in a traditional family way of providing lunch where all the young 
people can come together as a wider family and also through the provision of gifts. 
 
We are always grateful and blessed to be assisted in this with donations from very many people and 
are looking for the same assistance again this year.  
 
We currently support the following numbers of young people - 
13 living in Ty Bronna  ratio – 7 male and 6 female 
6 living in Ty Danescourt ratio – 4 male and 2 female   
10 living in the community ratio – 5 male and 5 female 
 
It is likely that this same ratio will be in existence at Christmas can I ask you to keep this ratio in mind if 
you are considering supporting us with gifts for Christmas.    
 
Below is a list of gift items that would help us to make Christmas a really special time.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 Umbrellas 

 Stationery items for college/study—pens, pencils  

 Diaries 

 Wall Calendars 

 Torches 

 Towels 

 Picture Frames 

 Jewellery 

 Board games 

 Mugs  

 Calculator 

 Hairbrush sets and combs 

 Festive food for Christmas lunch, Biscuits, Mince Pies, Yule Log, Cheese biscuits 
  

Ideas Male Female 

Toiletries Gifts sets  Gifts sets  

Clothing Socks, Gloves ,Scarves and Hats Socks, Gloves, Scarves and Hats 

Slipper Sizes, 9,10 and 11 Sizes 4,5 & 6 

Pyjamas Sizes  small, medium and large Sizes 10,12 and 14 

Vouchers Boots , Cinema or Supermarket 
vouchers 
Music vouchers 

Boots , Cinema or Supermarket 
vouchers 
Music vouchers 

Electrical Toasters, Kettles, Irons, Alarm 
Clocks 
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STAFFING NEWS 

 
In our last newsletter the newer members of our staff team were introduced and an update was provided 
on our vacancies and our plans to recruit new staff members by September 2015. I am pleased to 
announce that we were successful in our recruitment and below is an introduction to our new staff 
members and an update on other staffing issues.  
 
Emma – Began employment with Church Army as a Personal Development Support Worker on 24th 

September 2015 and is based in Ty Bronna.    

Emma has many years experience working in the residential care sector, particularly with the elderly.  

Emma is fun and lively and is very caring.  Emma has seven children and shows a great deal of empathy 

with the young people in our service.  

Rhys – Began employment with Church Army as a Personal Development Support Worker on 13th October 
2015 and is based in Ty Bronna.   
 
Hi there I’m Rhys Thomas and I am new a Church Army employee. My working career has been in care 
since I was 18. I studied at Swansea Metropolitan University where I studied Health and Social Care and 
gained a 1st Class Honours degree. Since I was 18 I have played an active role in my local church ( St 
Margaret’s, Aberaman) sitting on the PCC and was elected Churchwarden last year. It has been a 
massive learning curve, but a very rewarding first month, dealing with the young people and assisting 
them in their daily living skills.  
The experience so far has been very rewarding and I look forward to developing within the team here at 

Ty Bronna. 

Louise - In the August 2015 Newsletter we informed you that Louise, Personal 

Development Support Worker, had started her maternity leave from Ty Bronna. We 

are pleased to announce the arrival of Albie Andrew, born 23rd September 2015, 8lb 

11oz. Congratulations Louise and Andy. 

TALKS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 

During the past year we have continued to visit a number of 

groups who have showed an interest and concern in 

homelessness and our work. These talks provide the 

opportunity to convey a real life look at homelessness, its causes 

and the services that are available to assist people who find 

themselves to be homeless. They also provide the opportunity for us to celebrate our 

work and role in the young peoples’ lives and to personally thank our supporters for 

their invaluable support. If you would like a member of the team to talk to a group 

that you are a part of or represent, please contact the following –  

 

Susan Way 

Homeless Projects Manager 
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Registered Charity No: 226226 & SC040457   A Company Limited by guarantee, registered in England No: 37169    
 Registered Office: Wilson Carlile Centre, 50 Cavendish Street, Sheffield S3 7RZ 

Contact US 

TY BRONNA TY DANESCOURT DC2 

Ty Bronna 62 Plasturton Avenue c/o Ty Danescourt. 

Clos Ty Bronna Pontcanna  

Fairwater, Cardiff    Cardiff  

CF5 3ER CF11 9HH  

029 2055 6929 029 2023 6448 029 2023 6448 

TY BRONNA:  tybronna@churcharmy.org.uk 

TY DANESCOURT: danescourt@churcharmy.org.uk 

DC2:    r.crooks@churcharmy.org.uk 



 
If you would like to support the work of Church Army in Cardiff, please use this 
form and send it to Claudia Donovan, Ty Bronna, Clos Ty Bronna, Fairwater,  
Cardiff CF5 3ER. 
 
Name:……………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Postcode:………………………… Telephone…………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are a gift aid it taxpayer, Church 
Army can reclaim tax on your giving.  
If you would like us to be able to do 
this please complete  this part of the 
form and sign and date it. 
 
I wish to make a Gift Aid declaration 

so that Church Army can reclaim tax 

on all donations I make to them. 

 

Signature: 

Date: 

You can cancel this declaration at any time by 
contacting Church Army.  If you cease to pay 
sufficient tax to cover the amount reclaimed 
please let us know.  If you change your name or 
address please notify us. 
 
      
I do not require a receipt for this gift. 

I would like to make a gift to the amount of: 
   
    £10                                                                                                                 
 
     £25               
  
 £50   
 
 Other  £……………. 
 
  Please make cheques payable to:    Church Army. 
 


