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The Background 

• Original Report: “Encouraging 
Generosity in Your Parish” (2009) 

• Widespread take-up: Over 500,000 
leaflets and booklets distributed. 

• Four Key Tasks – based on good 
practice found in parishes. 

• 2016: Survey with 1100+ parishes 
responding shows strong take up 
and identifies further good 
practice. 

 



The Context 

• Discipleship focus 

• Response to God’s 
generosity to us 

• Not just money, but 
includes money 

• Stewardship challenges 
PCCs & individuals to 
adopt good practice 

 



Continuing the Journey 

• Two resources for parishes: 

• PCC members’ sheet 

• Leaflet with background 

• Further guidance on Parish 
Resources website: 
www.parishresources.org.uk  

• Extends Key Tasks to eight 

• Recommends PCC identifies 
three areas for action in 2017. 

 

http://www.parishresources.org.uk/


www.parishresources.org.uk/givingforlife 



The PCC Review 

• Aims: 
• Shared awareness of good practice 

• Identify up to 3 actions for focus 

• Circulate PCC members sheet 

• Clip available on website 

• Agree most significant areas for 
improvement (in general, lower 
numbers have greater impact). 

 



Outline for rest of the Presentation 

Introduction 

Summary 

Getting 
Started 



1. Preach and teach regularly about 
giving in the context of discipleship 

40% of parishes have heard a 
message on money or generosity in 
the last six months, and almost two 
thirds within the last year. 



Preach and Teach Regularly 

• Faithraising not Fundraising. 

• Seeing generosity at the heart of 
God’s character. 

• Responding to generosity and 
grace received. 

• Focus is much wider than simply 
increasing giving to the church. 

• Giving for Life – 24/7 in all 
aspects. 

 

Faithraising 

Fundraising 



Preach and Teach Regularly 

• Preach the whole gospel – including messages on 
money when they arise in the lectionary. 

• Little and often is better than once a year. 

• Keep a log of key messages when you preach – it may 
surprise you. 

• Testimony on “why I give” helpful from preacher and 
others. 

 



2. Communicate with givers from 
several different perspectives 

Whilst all parishes provide some 
reporting on costs (APCM report), only 1 
in 5 parishes communicate the mission 
and ministry impact of giving. 



Communicate various perspectives 

Distinctive faith 
perspectives on 
generosity. 

The costs and financial 
situation of your 
church. 

Your vision, purpose 
and impact on mission 
and ministry. 



Communicate various perspectives 

• Preaching and teaching. (#1) 

• APCM – exciting and engaging? 

• Thank You letter. (#3) 

• Website – simple and engaging. 

• Giving review material. (#4) 

• Budget communication. 

 



3. Send an annual, personal ‘thank 
you’ to regular givers 

Almost half of all churches sent a thank 
you letter in the past year, and over 60% 
have done so within the past 3 years. 
Excluding the don’t knows, this rises to 
over 50% within the past year. 



Thank givers annually 

• Value givers and their giving 

• Explain impact of giving (in 
aggregate) 

• Don’t ask for an increase! 

• Can include amount (if from 
Treasurer or Gift Aid Officer) but 
not if it comes from wardens or 
incumbent.  

• Vary practice from year to year 

• Christmas or end of Tax Year 

 



Thank Givers Annually 

• Send to planned givers. 

• Templates available at: 
www.parishresources.org.uk/givingforlife  

• Easy way to get started. 

http://www.parishresources.org.uk/givingforlife


4. Hold some form of annual review 
of giving 

Over half of parishes asked their 
congregation to review their giving 
within the last year.  However, 10% 
haven’t run a review within the past five 
years. 



Annual Review 

• Why annually? 

• How money works for most. 

• Combat static giving. 

• Three recommended programmes: 
• Giving in Grace (L & M parishes). 

• Parish Funding Programme (S, M, L). 

• Simple Giving Programme for Smaller 
and Rural churches (S). 

• Or simpler review.  



Annual Review 

• WHEN? – similar time each year is good, but dovetail 
with church calendar. 

• HOW? – perhaps plan a three or four year rolling 
programme. 

• WHO? – who will lead on this. 

• PCC should endorse strategy. 

• Leave enough time for preparation. 

 



5. Make good use of the Parish Giving 
Scheme (you have Gift Direct) 

Over 18,000 donors across 13 dioceses 
give through the scheme. In 2016, we 
expect over £16 million to be received 
by participating parishes. 



6. Agree a legacy policy and 
communicate this to the congregation 

One in five parishes now have a legacy 
policy, although only half have 
communicated it within their churches. 



Agree a Legacy Policy 

• The PCC should agree a Legacy 
Policy and communicate it to 
their congregation.  

 

• A Legacy Policy allows the PCC 
to prepare and discuss how they 
would like to see a gift used. 

 

• Many feel more inspired to leave 
a legacy, if they think their 
church will use it for worthwhile 
projects.  



Getting Started with Legacies 

1. Request a FREE copy of 
our PCC Legacy Toolkit. 
www.parishresources.org.uk/order  

 

2. For further guidance and 
helpful information visit.  
www.parishresources.org.uk/legacies  

 

 

 

 

http://www.parishresources.org.uk/order
http://www.parishresources.org.uk/legacies
http://www.parishresources.org.uk/legacies


7. Claim Gift Aid regularly, including 
the Small Donations Scheme (GASDS) 

97% of parishes have claimed Gift Aid in 
the past year, but only 82% have claimed 
on the Small Donations Scheme. 



Gift Aid and Small Donations Scheme 

Gift Aid: 

• Remind givers to check they are 
still taxpayers. 

• Check Gift Aid declarations are 
valid 

• Claim regularly 

Small Donations Scheme: 

• Now increased to £8k p.a. 



Gift Aid and GASDS 

• GASDS: step by step guidance. One guide for single church 
parishes, one for those with more than one church. 
(www.parishresources.org.uk/giftaid/smalldonations/ ) 

• Review Gift Aid checklist and carry out actions. Guides 
available on Parish Resources site to help you. 
(www.parishresources.org.uk/giftaid/ ) 

• If you need help claiming online, contact your diocese or 
ask a nearby parish. 

 

http://www.parishresources.org.uk/giftaid/smalldonations/
http://www.parishresources.org.uk/giftaid/


8. Use the Parish Buying Service 

Most parishes are now registered with 
Parish Buying, and a third have bought  
something. Since launch in 2012, over 
10,000 individuals have registered. 



Parish Buying 

• Energy Basket – a easy solution 
for parishes – good pricing, with 
a focus on customer service. 

• Other contracts available: office 
products, oil, photocopying, IT, 
telecoms, software etc. 

•  Buying guides available. 

•  Pooling buying power across 
parishes.  

 



Parish Buying: Getting Started 

• Visit www.parishbuying.org.uk and register. 

• Review contracts available. 

http://www.parishbuying.org.uk/


Summing Up 

• Most churches are now doing much of the original 
good practice. 

• Nearly every church can improve somewhere. 

• Giving for Life: Continuing the Journey helps you 
identify where you might focus in the coming year, 
and builds a common PCC understanding. 

• Support and resources available on the  
Parish Resources website.   

www.parishresources.org.uk/givingforlife/  

http://www.parishresources.org.uk/givingforlife/


GIVING FOR LIFE 
CONTINUING THE JOURNEY 

Questions and 
Discussion 


