
Architecture corner

The Norman Arch
In the various accounts of architecture of the Cathedral, the
Norman/Romanesque arch always stands out as a major feature of
interest. The pillars, most agree from their style, are Roman, and

may have been
brought from Caerleon
to reuse in creating the
arch around 1080, thus
allowing a way through
from the original
chapel to a newly built
nave. The Corinthian
capitals display a
complex series of naive
carvings which have
been described as
grotesque but robust,

yet  they have never been satisfactorily interpreted. Only two sides
are seen, and it looks as if large leaves have been cut away to

introduce religious subjects     such as, on one side, the Creation, and
the Trinity; on the other side, possibly a representation of the
expulsion from Paradise. A quite different interpretation sees the
carvings as a series of scenes depicting Noah and the Flood.

The church was, around this
time, given to the Abbey of
Gloucester, so it may have
been the monks who created
or commissioned the
archway, and the nave itself.
The decorations on the arch
are remarkable for their state
of preservation, which seem
accounted for by the fact that
is an internal entranceway
and thus has never been
subjected to the forces of
nature. If you visit the
cathedral, pause and examine
the carvings ... perhaps you
can perceive yet another
interpretation!

St Woolos Quarterly
The Newsletter of Newport Cathedral

Changing buildings: changing lives

Changing a place as old as the Cathedral takes a long time, a bit like turning the Titanic, as
the saying goes.  The Cathedral’s purchase of the old ‘Church House’ pub is now complete
and we are in process of finding the right architect to help us develop it properly.  I am
looking for an architect who will have more than just the ability to repair and redesign.  A
good architect looks at what the users need from the building.  He then shows them what
that will look like. It sounds easy but it is a real art and is the work of the architect and the
users together.  This takes a while but the end result will make the slow progress
worthwhile.  Engaging with a good architect in this way will always change the people
involved as they look at what matters and what they want to achieve. Purpose is at the heart
of our use of buildings – whether old pubs or old churches.

So we want to change the inside of the Cathedral itself because of our belief in its purpose.
We want to adapt it for more use by local groups in ways we have probably not even
thought of.  The Cathedral doesn’t belong to the Sunday worshippers.  They are only one
group of ‘stakeholders’, as they say, these days.  They represent the Cathedral’s primary
purpose as a ‘House of God’.  But they can’t keep the place going by themselves.  They
know there are other purposes for this place.  So our job is to help to make the place
available for people who don’t necessarily share their beliefs, let alone their church-going.  Opening the Cathedral up is going to
be necessary to secure Lottery money to repair the place.  No public benefit: no public money.  Public money for public purpose.
And that’s fair enough, especially since we believe that his House of God is here for everyone.

You’ll realise by now that adapting the Cathedral’s interior is going to be another slow process.  Making sure that adapting is
not spoiling is a delicate task. Not everyone will agree with what is done and people have a chance to disagree and even protest.
(Alas, stopping things happening is easier than coming up with alternatives that will help us pay our way, let alone open up the
building, as well.)  In this case as in others, it might be hard to see things change.  But, of course, that’s life! The only option is
to embrace it: resistance to change is futile and leads to disappointment and even bitterness and life simply rolls on, whether we
like it or not.

It is worth asking, ‘What is my purpose?’ (‘What am I for?’).  The answer will always say, in some way or other, ‘I am here to
help bring life to other people’.  Trying to live that will change us.

Lister Tonge Dean
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Worship at St Woolos

Regular service times are below: on special occasions these may change

Sunday Thursday

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday Friday

Worship at St Martin-in-the-Gaer
Sunday

Reservations 01633 891891
www.junction28.com      enquiries@junction28.com

Junction 28 is a tastefully decorated converted railway station, with the lower
part of the restaurant decked out to represent an old-fashioned railway car-

riage. The restaurant is tucked away in a quiet corner of picturesque Bassaleg,
on the outskirts of Newport, overlooking the River Ebbw. We aim to give you an

excellent dining experience.

Station
Approach,

Bassaleg

Restaurant

  New Member of Ministry Team at St Woolos
In July Revd Dr Paul Thompson took up his post as ‘Associate Priest
at the Benefice of Newport Cathedral Church of St Woolos with St
Marks’  -  replacing the outgoing vicar of St Marks. He is also
becoming Director of Ordinands in the Diocese of Monmouth.

He has a background of work as Youth Chaplain, in Llandaff and later
in Plymouth. He explained to me with great enthusiasm about a fresh
approach to keeping the authority and leadership of individual
parishes at a local level. A number of candidates for this work will be
ordained this November, as ‘Self-Supporting Ministry (Local)’. He

also finds himself in the middle of the development of  Ministry Areas, one of the spinoffs from the
recent Harries report, for which opinions have been sought to help define the ‘Church of the future’. He
was well warned in his Job Description that the whole issue remains ‘fluid’, and is clearly keen to take on
the challenge.

Paul Thompson is married, with three sons and two grandchildren  -  a third is due any day!  You can see
his full CV at:   http://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/news/2014/06/

Tel: 01633 254717
Mob: 07949674727

1, Tredegar Wharf
Mill Parade

Newport  NP20 2JR

Welcome to the second edition of the St Woolos Quarterly Newsletter.  Whether you’re already a
member of the regular congregation, a resident of Newport or a newcomer to the city wanting

to know more about the places of Christian worship, or a visitor to this historic Cathedral, the aim of
this publication will be to highlight some of the regular and the occasional activities and events that take
place here, as well as informing you about this fine building, its past and its future.



The Cathedral is open to visitors:

VITTORIO’S RESTAURANT

113-115 Stow Hill, Newport NP20 4ED
01633 840261

Lunch Mon to Fri 12 - 2: Dinner Mon to Sat 6  -  11
Opposite the beautiful Cathedral of St Woolos.  We cater for wedding

parties, informal buffets, after funeral buffets and other events. Please discuss
any requirements with Anna. Thank you.

Monday to Thursday  8am  until 5pm        Friday   8am  until  8pm
 Saturday   9am  until  4pm                   Sunday  10am  until  8pm

  - The Six Bells, more recently known as Church House,  across the road from the
Cathedral,  is now owned by the Dean and Chapter of St Woolos Cathedral.  Watch this space for
news of how it will be developed.

  - August 4th 1914 was remembered at a Service at 10pm on August 4th 2014

  - 500 school children and 50 teachers filled Newport Cathedral of St
Woolos on the morning of Tuesday 1st July.  The cathedral hosted a service for the pupils who are
leaving their Church Schools at the end of this term to move on to other schools.

  - Revd Dr Paul Thompson  is coming back to Wales to look after
St Mark’s church, Newport, and become Director of Ordinands (DDO) in the Diocese of Monmouth.

will soon be launched, and we will publish the address as soon as it’s ready.

Never go

hungry again!! Support
24/7

NEWPORT RUGBY CLUB,    RODNEY PARADE
WEDNESDAY 5 & 7pm THURSDAY 8:45 & 10:45am
A WARM WELCOME WILL BE WAITING FOR YOU

Concert Review   -   “Time Let Me Play”   -   Keith James
From the Poetry of Dylan Thomas

Keith James admits to having an ‘extraordinary love of poetry’, and as a musician and
songwriter he has spent much of his career setting poetry to music. He is currently on a
tour of 48 performances of his work, and Newport Cathedral was lucky to be the venue
for one of his excellent one-man concerts.
Being the anniversary of Dylan Thomas’ birth, most of Keith James’ programme was
taken up with his settings of some of Thomas’s better known poems. He began by playing

a recording of Richard Burton’s iconic reading of ‘Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night’, and followed
it with a haunting setting of that poem to his guitar accompaniment. Using several different guitars, each
with different and sometimes most unusual tuning, and styles, he gave us his versions of other favourites  -
‘Fernhill’, ‘And Death Shall Have no Dominion’  (this, preceded by Dylan Thomas’ own recording) – as
well as other less well known but significant works.
His program also included works by Garcia Lorca (Spanish poet, 1898 – 1936, executed during the
Spanish Civil War), Pablo Neruda (Chilean, exiled to Italy, currently near the top of ‘Favourite Poetry’
charts), Blake and Leonard Cohen, who, at the age of 80 has just released another album of his own songs!
Keith James’ intimate knowledge of all this poetry allowed him to introduce each piece and give us a clear
sense of their context, and the emotional dimension that inspires his compositions.

Brian King

The Cathedral Shop is open :
Mon - Fri     2pm - 4pm,  Sat  10am - 12 noon, Sun  -before & after services

The shop sells a wide range of greetings cards for all occasions, gifts and jewellery as well as a children's corner.

‘We have signed the Fair Trade Pledge’



Please feel free to send us items of interest that relate to the Cathedral  -  its past, current activities, or
news. Articles should be kept short (300 words or less, as a rule)  -  they may need to be edited prior to
publication.

Contact:  Brian or Siân King   -   01633 376023

   Who Moved the Stone?   By Frank Morison.  OM Publishing 1983

In 1930 Frank Morison, an advertiser and writer, set out to write a book debunking the literal truth of the
Gospel story,  from Jesus’ crucifixion to the Resurrection. As he wrote, he realised that there was no escaping
the reality and validity of the story. His book has been a classic, in its own way, and has been reprinted many
times.  It’s worth reading, if only to experience one man’s journey from scepticism to utter conviction.
   As an academic work it might not cut much ice. There’s not much reference to scholarly works, and no
bibliography. He often suggests that “Nobody would disagree that...”, or “The only conclusion must be...”
which leaves us feeling a little churlish about challenging his assertions. It’s an interesting sign of the changing
times that he quotes entirely from the Authorised Version, which today  many feel is too antiquated and would
prefer a modern translation based on re-interpretation of the Hebrew or the Greek.
   Nevertheless, its popularity suggests that it holds a deep message, perhaps that we need to ponder and
reassure ourselves of the veracity of these well-worn episodes in the life of Christ.  Morison’s efforts brought
about, for him, a complete about-turn from doubt to certainty.

Brian King

The Dean The Very Revd Lister Tonge 01633 259627
listertonge@gmail.com

Precentor & Archdeacon
of Newport

The Ven. Jonathan Williams 01633 215206
archdeacon.newport@churchin
wales.org.uk

Canon Pastor Canon Ray Hayter 01633 527883
raymondhayter@hotmail.com

Canon Residentiary Canon Jennifer Mole 01633 258556
revcanjen63@btinternet.com

Associate Priest
& Director of Ordinands

Revd Dr Paul Thompson 01633 252046
revpaulthompson@btinternet.com

The Cathedral Church of St Woolos Newport is a Registered Charity No. 1133935

Upcoming events at St Woolos Cathedral :
Rogerstone Brass Band with Cowbridge Choir -  Saturday Oct 25th 7.30pm  Tickets £5

Junior Conservatoire (RWCMD) -  Saturday Nov 8th 12 noon

St Woolos Players  -  Sunday Nov 16th 3pm     Tickets £10

Friends of Newport Cathedral Choir  AGM   -   Sunday Nov 23rd 4pm

St Woolos Christmas Fair   - Saturday 29th November  10.30  -  1.30

The Flying Shepherds  -  Saturday Dec 13th 12 noon

Guitar Ensemble (RWCMD) - Saturday Feb 14th


