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(Psst! where’s the secret church? Follow the fish!)

Operation Christmas Child
Since the beginning of October, the parishioners of St George’s and St James' churches, Tredegar, have been collecting their
shoe boxes and filling them with Christmas treats as part of Operation Christmas Child. In partnership with Abertillery
Comprehensive school, the churches were able to hand over 32 boxes for the Samaritan's Purse annual initiative that helps
deliver Christmas boxes to children around the world who otherwise may not know that Christmas means love. As well as the
wonderful amount of boxes donated, there were also financial gifts that will help this appeal. The exciting thing is that we can
even track which part of the world our boxes go to through the new barcode payment option. So in the New Year, we'll know
where the little boys and girls are that have received our boxes. Our Sunday school children were eager to help load our boxes
to make the first part of their special journey.

Natasha Powles

Since 1990, more than 113 million boys and girls in over 130 countries have experienced God’s love through the power of
simple shoebox gifts from Operation Christmas Child. Samaritan’s Purse works with local churches and ministry partners to
deliver the gifts and share the Good News of Jesus Christ. Many other churches in the Diocese also support this appeal. If you'd
like more information visit www.samaritans-purse.org.uk

christmasstartswithchrist.com
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Rainbow Bibles helped by rainbow cake
A rainbow-coloured cake was one of the main
attractions at a coffee morning in 
St Teilo's Church, Llantilio Pertholey, which
was held to raise money for a set of Rainbow
Bibles for Class Six at the local primary school. 

The money was to be divided with the
MacMillan Nurses charity and, as the Bibles
cost £100, the cancer charity received the rest
of the money.

The vicar, the Revd Julian Gray, is pictured
(right)  with the colourful cake made by a
member of the choir, Jessica Graham. Her
mother Jean is well known for her wonderful
culinary concoctions so Jess is obviously
following in her footsteps.
(Ed: They obviously ‘do cake’ in Llantilio
Pertholey - see page 5!)

The Cathedral has a new website
newportcathedral.org.uk

Psst! where’s the secret
church?   

Follow the fish!

St Mary’s, Abergavenny, 
is launching a digital tour
Visitors to St Mary’s Priory Church in Abergavenny, can use
their smartphones or tablets to step back in history while
also getting a flavour of the life of the church today.

Using the Junaio mobile augmented reality app – the first
time the app has been used in this way in Wales – visitors
will be able to scan a set of pictures as they move around
the church to get a 3-D image of the object or monument
at which they are looking, plus a 3-minute video giving its
history.

The video will also let the visitors experience what goes on
in the church today – so scanning a picture of the 1,000-
year-old font will launch a video of the Vicar of

Abergavenny as he baptises a youngster into the Church, while the altar section
shows the Vicar as he celebrates Eucharist. Other videos feature the world-famous
larger-than-life-size 15th century wooden carving of Jesse, the father of King David
– the only remaining such carving in Europe – and the medieval tombs and
monuments.

The creative force behind the videos is Sugar Creative Studio, a Welsh digital
Creative industry who have become the UK’s only Augmented Marketing partner
using the Junaio platform in the UK.

The project has cost £20,000 and has been developed in partnership with
Monmouthshire County Council using funding from the Rural Development Plan for
Wales ‘Welcome Monmouthshire’ project, who will also supply six tablets which
can be loaned to visitors to access the guide

Llanelen wins awards

For the second year running, the
Churchyard of St Helen's Church,
Llanelen, won the Best Kept churchyard
(in our category). The photo shows the
Churchyard Team, Andrew Merriman
and his father Rae, with their certificate.

Llanelen were once again winners of 
the Best Kept Village. The competition 
is organised by GAVO.

Bonnie Russell

Concert at Cwm

The Cwm Male Voice Choir performed a
musical evening at St Paul's Church,
Cwm, in aid of church funds on
Saturday, October 4th, and delighted
the audience with their range of music
and sense of fun. The photo was taken
by Hannah Jones and shows the choir
with their accompanist (left) Carolyn
Selfe, and conductor, Pauline Roden
Sharpe.

A community
embroidery at Tregaer

Towards the end of 2011, Tregaer PCC
discussed ‘doing something’ for the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Someone
suggested a wall hanging and it all
started from there.

The idea was to make it a community
project with a group of parishioners
taking part. Eventually about twelve
participants volunteered and the design
and content were agreed. Each
member of the group was allocated a
square depicting a Church feature or
surrounding countryside. Several
deadlines for completion were set (and
missed!) but eventually the embroidery
was completed earlier this year.

It has now been blessed by the Bishop.
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Best Foot forward 2014
Bedwas, Machen, and Rudry walking together
37 adults from churches and community, 3 pushchairs, 4
children and 3 dogs walked with a leader at the front and
shepherds to bring up the rear. This was our fourth annual
sponsored walk. We left from St Thomas’ Church in
Trethomas, walked along quiet streets to the old railway
route (now NCN 4) and down to Machen, up around
Sunnybank and down to St John’s Church. Around 2.5 miles. 

Our benefice was, at the time of this walk, three parishes
working together: we have since been joined by
Michaelstone-y-Fedw. On our first walk, one parish walked
and one gave hospitality, then we grew to the two-parish
walk and now we have had two years of all parishes walking
together. Hospitality and fellowship remain key elements, as
do a wide range of walkers, pushchairs and dogs.

We have grown used to the processes, organisation and
each others’ roles, needing less lead time before the day
and becoming quicker at registration on the day. Forms and
gift aid declarations are easy to produce. We had great
support from our sponsors, registration clerks, food
providers, welcomers, givers of lifts, talkers, listeners,
openers/locker-uppers. Walkers liked the completion
certificates and the door prizes.

Feedback from everyone was positive with the main things
being the feeling of buzz and excitement, and being all
mixed in together with a lovely atmosphere where new
walkers felt welcome. There were compliments for the hard
work, the time, generosity and bringing together. There was
talk of building bridges, sharing fellowship, seeing keen and
happy people enjoying themselves. We had a great morning;
we’ll do it again next year. We also raised around £2000
across the three parishes but somehow people didn’t talk
about that as much as the other things. 

Liz Neumann Cottrell

To help raise funds for the Chepstow Street Pastors, a
concert, performed by The Chepstow Community Big Band,
Swingcopation, was held in St Mary’s Church, Chepstow. The
evening was well supported and very enjoyable, being
serenaded by the Band’s lead singer who has a voice like
Michael Buble! The total raised, after expenses deducted, was
£638.20. The Street Pastors could not continue their patrol
without the prayers and financial support of local churches
and the community, to help cover costs for training, uniforms
and of course the ‘famous’ lollipops, etc. 

The Concert also included a professional performance from
the Wyedean Gospel Choir (pictured below).

This Harvest Festival, St Mary’s Parish Church, Chepstow, and
St Christopher’s Church, Bulwark, supported the Chepstow
Food Bank by holding special events. On the Saturday evening
a Fish and Chip supper was enjoyed in St Mary’s Parish
Church, and proceeds of £56 were donated to the Foodbank. 

A Harvest Tea was held in St Christopher’s Church on the
Sunday afternoon, and well supported by SCUFFs (St
Christopher’s Under Fives and Families). The afternoon
commenced with a half-hour Thanksgiving Service, when the
children brought their tins of food for the Food Bank to the
altar, followed by half an hour of musical quiz and
entertainment by Glyn Harrison and his wife, two excellent
singers from Caldicot, and finishing with a bring and share
tea, which included a chocolate fountain brought in by one of
the SCUFFs mothers - enjoyed by both children and adults!  

Tins of food were also brought to the morning Harvest
Thanksgiving Services by members of the congregations.

Lorraine Sampson

Fearless ministry!
Rob tries the Transporter
Bridge Zip wire
Up, up, and away? 
Well, not quite. 
More like u p…u p…u p…
and… u p 
then a short wheeeee!

It was eleven flights of stairs to
get to the top of the bridge, 178
feet up. It was quite a brisk
climb and, as the lactic acid was
building in my legs, I realised
just how unfit I am. 
I did have to carry all the
harnesses, helmet and
everything, as you can see,
which may not have helped, but of course these were kind of
essential!

Then, after a short briefing we were off. I was clipped on to
the safety rope then, having climbed out over the top of the
barrier to perch with a bird’s-eye view of Newport, I was
clipped on to the Zip wire and away I went.

Wheeeeeeeeee! I thought the ride would have been longer
and faster but that was not to be. Needless to say there was
little adrenalin rush.......so maybe I have to do something
more exciting next year???

This year though I must be satisfied with raising a good
amount for St David’s Hospice and £860 for some much
needed parish funds.

I'm told we can Zip wire off Mount Snowdon which sounds
like a whole heap of fun. So watch this space!

Revd Rob Lindsay, Bassaleg

Chepstow Churches support local charities

Visit the diocesan website at monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk
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Mothers’ Union Family Fun Day
Sponsored by The Archbishop of Wales Fund for Children

This the second of our two Fun Days was well attended despite the cool breeze and the fact that there was a big Car Rally in
Tredegar on the same day. However that did not prevent the local Mayors coming to give us their support. This support found
them posing with some of the 65 teddies which had been dressed by local Mothers’ Union members. These were available for
just a donation to ensure that every child who came unprepared to enter the ‘Best Dressed Teddy’ competition, which
promoted the work we do at the Contact Centre, was able to do so. The Mayors also very kindly judged this competition which
was won by a young man of just three years of age. 

Children and adults alike enjoyed the ‘Where in the World is Teddy’ competition; which helped us showcase the work we do
overseas. Teddy was found hiding in China. Also very popular was ‘Name the Teddy’ which helped draw attention to the
Hospital Project, with all the 75 names being used up in no time. Colouring Competition showing ‘Teddy on Holiday’ enabled us
to promote the Away From It All Holidays. Kathy Palmer who looks after the Contact Centre and the Hospital Projects, and
Margaret Hayes who deals with the holiday referrals, were both on hand to answer any questions regarding these activities.

The Treasure Hunt around the lake attracted over thirty children who, with their families in tow, set off on a long and
interesting walk as they searched for all the hidden teddies.

As well as the competitions there was a stall selling Home Produced Crafts which catered for both men and women. Jenny
Swattridge was there with the Mothers’ Union Enterprises Stall on which she had a good selection of Mothers’ Union cards for
all occasions. Sue Russell did a good job promoting the work of the Mothers’ Union with a display showing the work that we
do, as well as handing out leaflets to passersby. 

Also joining us for the morning was the Bishop of Monmouth who enjoyed looking at all the various stalls as he chatted with
Mothers’ Union helpers and members of the public before joining us for lunch-time refreshments. We are grateful to all who
gave of their time and energy to make this day a success. The members of Abergavenny, Monmouth, Usk, Raglan and
Bedwellty deaneries, with special thanks going to the staff of Bryn Bach Parc for making us feel so welcome and Anita Latham
for all her hard work, both before and after the event. We were proud to have been sponsored by the Archbishop of Wales
Fund for Children and feel sure that the financial support which was given was used wisely.

Sue Russell

A Windy Day in Penhow
On Sunday 19 October, Bishop
Richard confirmed six people
from the new Wentwood
group of parishes. The
candidates came from
Llanvaches, Llanfair Discoed,
Caerwent and Newchurch. 

For the younger candidates
this decision came mainly
from living in and being
brought up in Christian
families and them wanting to more fully commit to their faith. Other candidates
have come to the decision to become a communicant member of the church much
later in their lives, having been baptised as children. For one, this has been a fairly
short journey of faith coming out of somewhat tragic events in family life and the
support given by the hospital chaplain at that time. The baptism of their little girl
at just over a year saw her father not only wishing to be baptised himself but also
to confirm this faith in confirmation.

Whilst this is a momentous event for all of the candidates and their sponsor
churches, it was particularly gratifying to see three of them coming from St Peter’s
church, Newchurch. Only a few years ago the church attendance was worryingly
low and at one time closure was being talked about. Now attendances have grown
and the candidates from there are a witness to the fact that the church is alive and
well in this small, very rural part of the diocese.

In the picture are Alun, Chris, Danny, Pam, Sarah and Toby with Bishop Richard

Psst! where’s the secret church?    Follow the fish!

The parish of Michaelston-y-Fedw has
joined the Bedwas, Rudry and Machen
group. Revd Peter Crocker was inducted
as Priest-in-charge of the new group. 
l to r: Revd Becca Stevens, Revd Peter
Crocker, the Bishop, Revd Midge Moore,
Dean Roberts

Confirmation candidates with the
Bishop at St Mary’s, Abergavenny
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Walking with Mary
Bishop Richard will be leading the diocese in reflecting on the place of Mary in our Christian journey.

From the Bishop...
INthe past, and indeed for some in the present, the church has fought a

rear-guard campaign to promote the real meaning of Advent. It has
challenged people to see beyond the consumerism and embrace the

season as a time of reflective preparation for Christmas. I would not say the
battle is lost, but I sense there is more accommodation to pre-Christmas
Christmas, especially as we all seem to join in with pre-Christmas parties and
concerts and carol services. I am sure God understands and frankly likes to see us
celebrating whenever. However, the sidelining of Advent is regrettable in the way
that we neglect the wider universal perspective that it invokes. 

Advent is traditionally linked to the coming of Christ past, present and future. It
recognises the placing of humankind in the eternal plans of God. It asks for our
response to what God is doing now and in the future and speaks with confidence
of God's ultimate rule. Not to see Advent in this wider context not only
diminishes the meaning of Christmas but also suggests that we are content to live
in a world that is clearly not under God's rule of love and are often reluctant to
rejoice in the hope that it is going to be different. Advent hope is essential for the
Christian community and we, like the Hebrews before us, are tasked to proclaim
God's Kingdom of love in real time as well as for the future. Our hope is founded 
not only in scripture and our traditions but also in our everyday experience of
God's presence. I would call these ‘glimpses of glory’. 

CS Lewis wrote: “At present we are on the outside of the world, the wrong side of the door.
We discern the freshness and purity of the morning, but they do not make us fresh and pure.
We cannot mingle with the splendours we see. But all the leaves of the New Testament are
rustling with the rumour that it will not always be so. Someday, God willing, we shall get in.” 

We are not quite there, but the hope of Advent reminds us that we are on a journey of glory.
The incarnation prepares us for the door opening, for the Holy Spirit to enter in and reveal
what is to come. For me, Mary offers us a model role on this journey of glory. As she waits in
anticipation for the birth of her son, Jesus, she is the carrier of Advent hope. Like us, she is on
the outside looking in. It may seem a Godless world where the land is occupied and God's
promised Kingdom is far off, but she believes, she hopes, in the God whom she carries in her
womb. 

In the coming year, I am leading a time of Walking with Mary in preparation for the Diocesan Pilgrimage in August.  This is not
about devotion of Mary, but thinking and praying more deeply about the reality of God in our midst. I want to share with you
the Advent hope that does not finish at Christmas but shapes our lives for the future. I hope you will be open to catch the
glimpses of glory that God has prepared for you.

+ Richard

Eucharist Services
Each of these evenings will be centred on the
Eucharist with teaching from Bishop Richard
and reflections from others on their
relationship with Mary.

All services start at 7pm.
Wed 21 January  All Saints, Cyncoed
Wed 22 April       St Mary’s, Chepstow
Wed 13 May        The Cathedral
Wed 10 June        St Michael’s, Abertillery
Wed 1 July           St Mary’s, Abergavenny

(Nativity scene from the Highveld)

Advent hopeAdvent hope
is essentialis essential
for thefor the
ChristianChristian
communitycommunity

The Bishop had a sweet surprise at St Teilo’s

Church, Llantilio Pertholey. The new vicar, the

Revd Julian Gray presented him with a cake,

made by Margaret Spencer, to mark his 30 years

of ordained ministry.

A pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady
of Walsingham
Monday 24 August – Friday 28 August 2015
Full Board
£299 (£205 under 16s) – including Transport
£240 (£145 under 16s) – if you provide your
own transport

For more information or application forms
please contact the Pilgrimage Co-ordinator
on 029 20 734910
or email frgodsell@gmail.com

Monmouth Diocese:    like us on facebook: www.facebook.com/monmouthdiocese

follow us on Twitter @MonmouthDCO #mondioc
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Bishop David of the High
diocesan link as he appr
As I come to the end of my m
Bishop, I am very conscious o
meant to me as Dean and Bis
enriched by the friendships, t
your Diocese, as you have let 
lives. 

As a Bishop, it has been wond
with another Bishop in our Co
and challenges of ministry in 

It has been a real joy to see p
what this Anglican family acro
though we do not know how 
in so many different ways. I w
in the Spirit in the aisles of Ne
learnt about the way we wors
lives. 

I am so deeply grateful for the
Diocese, supporting our feedi
been prayer in action, as we e

I pray that this Companion Lin
future. 

An Invitatio
As many of you know, in
2013 we celebrated the 10th
anniversary of our Link with
the Diocese of the Highveld.
This was a time of
thanksgiving and joy for the
past success of our
partnership. As we reach the
11th Anniversary, we are
now looking towards the
future shape of the link and
would like to develop and
build on this friendship.

So we are asking clergy to
bring this link to their PCC’s
attention, with the idea of
becoming a link parish, as
we are looking for new
parishes who would like to gr
and the benefits of cross cult

No expertise is needed, just a
all enriched by learning from 
venture.

Chairman: Dean Lister Tonge;
Secretary: Mrs Carolyne Bena

Machen linked with Tembisa East:
An educational, enriching and humbling
experience. The link has opened our eyes to a
whole new world of faith and prayer.

Bassaleg Benefice linked with Boksburg:
Mutual enrichment, increased understanding
and supporting each other in prayer.

Benefice of Caldicot linked with Katlehong:
Katlehong, on the SE side of Johannesburg, is a
township similar to Soweto. During a visit to
Katlehong to celebrate their 55th Anniversary,
contact was made with the local orphanage and
Caldicot Benefice now support
their feeding project to
provide hot meals during
school time for children who
might otherwise have no hot
meal or indeed no meal at all.

Through our link, we have a
better understanding of life in
South Africa and the
hardships that they face on a
day-to-day basis. It helps us
to realise that we don’t have
all the answers to life. Even
though we may be more materially blessed than
our brothers and sisters in Katlehong, we are
often in awe of their closeness to our God.
Knowing them has strengthened our faith and
understanding.

Raglan linked with Daveyton:
Our link with Daveyton gives us the opportunity
to share experiences. 

Daveyton is saying farewell to Fr Magwanishe
and welcoming Fr Phakoe, while in Raglan we
have said goodbye to Rev Joan and have been
fortunate to welcome Canon Tim Clement as our
vicar. Raglan have embarked on a massive 'Raise
the Roof' project to replace the church roof,
while in Daveyton they are raising funds to build
a new church.

Brynglas linked with All Saints, Primrose:
Our link is one of spiritual friendship of brothers
and sisters through love. We thank you for that
love.

Llanrumney/St Mellons linked with St Francis,
Alberto:
Although our link struggles at times to maintain
contact, it is still ‘alive’, due to having hosted a
member of their church on the visit to Wales
four years ago. We pray for them every Sunday
and we hope they are also praying for us. St

Francis church is an apparently affluent
community with a mixed ethnic congregation.
We are looking for ways to revitalise our
connection.

Mothers’ Union - Rosemary Carey:
Mothers' Union, Monmouth Diocese has
established a link with MU Highveld over the
years and we are so looking forward to
deepening this link by hosting a visit to us by Mrs
Thandi Mpanza, the Highveld MU President in
2015.

She is an inspiring warm-hearted lady who will
share her faith and friendship

with us all. Let us all give
her a warm welcome.

St Mark’s linked with
Voslooros:
Our link, with the Parish of
Vosloorus was given
substance when the
enrolling member of our
Mother's Union, Mrs
Maureen Butterworth, met
the wife of the now-retired

parish priest of Vosloorus at a
conference. We pray for the parish and its clergy
at every service and are in the process of
appointing a new link person who will maintain
the link and exchange news.

Caerleon linked with Northmead:
During the time of our link we have been
fortunate to have had visits to and visitors from
All Souls, Northmead, and many friendships have
developed. Revd Elaine has presided at
Eucharists in All Souls and their sister church of
St John’s, Putfontein, and members of All Souls
choir sing with the choir at St Cadoc’s when
visiting our parish.

We share times of great joy and of sadness and
regularly pray for one another. We strive to
make ours truly a companion link.

The link gets James into cold water
James Pritchard of All Saints,

Brynglas, was challenged to
do the ice bucket challenge
by Shaun Grace the 5 1/2
year-old son of Celeste
Grace the parish’s link
person of All Saints,

Primrose, South Africa.
This was carried out after the Sunday service on
14 September and a collection was made of over
£50 which will go to a school for children with
learning difficulties - the link project.

What the link means for our parish

Our link with the Highv
In 2003 Bishops Dominic Walker of Monmouth and David Beetge of the Highveld, South Africa, signed an agr

companion dioceses. Since then our dioceses have shared prayer and fellowship with links being formed betwe



7

hveld reflects on the
roaches retirement 

ministry as Dean, and then
f what the Highveld link has
hop. It has been greatly
he faith journeys of many in
me into your homes and

derful to be able to journey
ommunion, sharing our joys
our different contexts and encouraging one another through friendship. 

arishes and  individuals in our Diocese come alive with the sense of
oss the seas is all about, as we have prayed for one another (even
to pronounce the words in both Dioceses!) and share with one another

will never forget seeing members of the Diocese of Monmouth dancing
ewport Cathedral as we celebrated the ten years of the Link. Something
ship in Highveld! It is in these ways that we have enriched one another's

e way that you have supported our social responsibility work in the
ng programmes, caring for our care givers and other projects. It has

encourage and support one another in ministry across the world.   

nk will continue to be an important part of our Diocesan lives into the

+ David Highveld

ion to join our Companion Link

row in understanding the global nature of our Anglican communion and
ural exchange. 

a heart to reach out to others in a very different context, so that we are
one another. Please prayerfully consider being part of this exciting

The Link Management Committee
; 
avides, 01633 423242 julio.carolyne@btinternet.com 

The two bishops stand shoulder to shoulder

after celebrating ten years of the link in 2013

The Diocesan Conference
18 October in St Hilda’s Church Hall, Griffithstown

from top to bottom:
The team of tea and coffee makers (thanks, ladies!)
Mr Sandy Blair presents the financial report.
Rev Catherine Haynes on the Children’s table.
Ven Bob Jackson talking about focal ministers and their
role in Ministry Areas.
Conference delegates.

veld
reement to become
en individual parishes.
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Becoming a Lay Eucharistic Minister – a personal journey
As I arrived at church one sunny summer Sunday morning, I was rather surprised to be approached and asked if I would be
interested in becoming an LEM. Not really knowing what one was or did, I promised to think about it and pushed the idea to
the back of my mind; after all, I’m not an evangelist – I usually keep my head down when religion is being discussed.

But the idea seemed to have taken root and just wouldn’t be ignored. Clearly people saw something in me that I
didn’t see myself. Maybe this was ‘my call’, my personal challenge to stand up and be counted; it still seemed
very out of character to put my head above the parapet and agree. I made a few enquiries and decided that it
didn’t sound too onerous. In the end, still hardly decided, I rushed off a quick reply to say I’d have a go, before
heading off on holiday, still concerned that other longer-standing members of our congregation might feel that I
was being a pushy incomer. I needn’t have worried: the response from the rest of the PCC was unanimous and
whole-hearted support – for which I am very grateful.

In case you, like me, had no idea, an LEM can support the clergy in distribution of the consecrated elements at the Eucharist,
but can also take it to those who cannot come to church because they are sick or housebound. In exceptional circumstances, if
no priest is available, an LEM can officiate at a Holy Communion by Extension distributing pre-consecrated elements in a
shortened service.  

DBS check completed successfully, I awaited training which took place over two Saturdays in October, with candidates
attending from all over the diocese. The first day was a discussion of the theology of the Eucharist. We talked about four
aspects of Eucharist: being, story, meaning and presence. It was a fascinating, moving and deeply inspiring experience, to be
challenged to read, to discuss and express our own views of this mystery. The second day focussed on the more practical
aspects of the ministry: when to visit, what to do and, just as importantly, what not to do. We were equipped with a daunting
manual and orders of service. Although this day was enjoyable too, it was, for me, intimidating to realise what I had taken on,
but it was clear many of us felt quite nervous and we were able to support each other.

I now await my licence from the Bishop and look forward to serving the parish and taking the opportunities this offers to
witness for the Church and justify everyone’s faith in me!

Gillian Lambert

Pioneeri
Listening to the Community - Loving and S

At the diocesan conference, James Henley and I hosted a Pioneer
Ministry stand. We asked those visiting us to share what they are doing
in their local churches to reach their communities and mapped these
using flags placed onto a map of the Diocese. It was really encouraging
to meet people from all over the Diocese and to find out more about
what they’re doing in their local areas.  Thank you to all those who
came to see us!

Those who placed flags were asked to choose which stage of pioneer
ministry they felt they were at. The five stages of pioneering are:

Listening to the Community (blue flags)
Loving and Serving (green flags)
Building Community (orange flags)
Exploring Discipleship (brown flags)
Church Taking Shape (purple flags)

I expect we can all identify something we’re doing in the community at one of those stages. One way we see pioneering
developing in the Diocese is for teams to ask ‘What would it look like to move on to the next stage in my community?’. For
example, we might identify something we’re doing that is ‘Loving and Serving’ in our community. We might hope that one day
the people we meet there might engage in faith and church. A good first question could be ‘What would it look like to build
deeper community with these people?’. We might think of ways to get to know them better, or to be there to support them
when needed. This would move us on from Loving and Serving to Building Community and would be another step on the
pioneer journey.

If you would like the pioneer team to support you in moving on to the next stage of the pioneer process, do get in touch.
Equally, if you would like to start something new in your community and would like to start from the beginning, at Listening,
we would love to hear from you. There are already a few groups within the Diocese who are exploring new possibilities and
who are listening to their communities and we’re excited to see what will come from that.

Helen Shepherd, Pioneer Ministry Development Officer, helenshepherd@churchinwales.org.uk

Flagging up pioneer ministry are (l to r):  James Henley, Helen

Shepherd, Rachel Nelmes (Asst Children’s Adviser)
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Some may find it strange today that there was no provision in
the old Communion service of 1662 for any lay participation.
The service was solely clergy-led. Prior to about 1960, Readers
were not allowed to preach in their parish church, they could
only give addresses in unconsecrated churches (daughter
churches) or tinned Mission Halls. The scripts for my sermons
had to be submitted to the Vicar for vetting, and were then
returned with red ink endorsement before being delivered.

In such days the lessons in church were read only by the
clergy or Readers, and were strictly taken from the Authorised
Version of the Scriptures. Morning and Evening Prayer were
from the old Prayer Book with Family Services yet to be
introduced at Sunday worship. The ‘state prayers’ from the
1928 Prayer Book were introduced to follow the third collect
in about 1970. It was about that time our collarettes with
diocesan badge were replaced with the blue preaching
scarves. 

1969 saw the introduction of the first female Readers. The
concept of both discipleship and also stewardship had still to
be developed and collaborative ministry was unthinkable

before 1980.

Yet even sixty years ago the Church was losing
ground at parish level, but we remained ever
faithful, hoping for better days - and trusting in
Billy Graham!

I was admitted to the Office of Reader on 4th
December 1954, and have been a member of the Order of St
Woolos since 2OO9. A past Chairman and later the Secretary
of the now defunct Readers Association, and over the years a
member of several Diocesan Commiltees. Serving in the
Parishes of St Paul, Newport, and Holy Trinity, Christchurch, I
am now retired but have Bishop’s Permission to Officiate. I
still enjoy leading worship and discussion groups and sharing
the rich and varied experience of a tried and tested faith.

I have had many past challenges and humbling experiences; I
have been able to take funerals and have been licensed as a
Eucharistic Minister, so able to serve in pastoral situations I
never anticipated. I am ever-thankful to those in authority
who have called me to a Lay Ministry in Monmouth Diocese.

How it used to be!
LLM Don Maxfield reflects on the changes he has seen in 60 years of lay ministry

Alway Messy Church
A usually peaceful and reflective Sunday was taken over by just
over fifty children and adults at St Teilo’s Church Hall in Alway,
Newport, for our first Messy Church.

This was our first venture together to try a new form of church
so we had no idea who would turn up! But we were hopeful
that many of the different people with whom The Lab team in
Alway have had contact over the last six years would decide to
come. We were amazed with all the new and old faces. Many
more than we were expecting!

Our theme was harvest, and the crafts and activities on offer
were:
•     Putting a thumbprint on a map of where you live, and writing

what you love about where you live.

•     Making a grass head of someone you are thankful for.

•     A ‘build a farm’ obstacle course, thinking about how hard it is

for those who make our food and to be thankful for them

Finally, everyone came together to share bacon and sausage butties, and explore the story of the ‘Feeding of the Five
Thousand’, where we reflected on how we can be thankful to God for each other, our community and the world.

It was a great collaboration between The Lab, St Teilo’s congregation and the new Newport East Ministry Area to share the love
of God with those who otherwise have very little contact with church. We are really excited to see where this will lead as the
Messy Church in Alway continues to grow and develop!

James Henley, Team Leader, the LAB

James is training to be ordained as a pioneer minister. The LAB is based at St Paul’s, Newport, and seeks
to  encourage experimental forms of church and mission in and around Newport. Read about the LAB on
thelabnewport.org

No, it’s not here.
Keep looking.

ing new ways
erving - Building Community - Exploring Discipleship - Church Taking Shape
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When Sue Atwell embarked on a parish
study course, she had no idea where it
would lead her! Telling her story, she
says, “I suppose you could say I was a
late starter. I didn’t have what you
might call a ‘churched’ upbringing. Yet,
as a child, I was instinctively drawn to
books about Jesus the Good Shepherd
and my best friend was a minister’s
daughter. We used to compete to be
top of the class in R.E. So the mustard
seed was there at a very young age.

“Gareth and I wanted to be married in
St Peter’s Church, Henllys, but were
challenged as to why marry in church
when we were not churchgoers or
Christians? We were in church the
following Sunday and have been ever
since! In confirmation classes I learned
about the real meaning of Jesus’ death
and resurrection, and found myself
wanting to read and understand more
about Christianity and spirituality.

“Over the years I got involved with
various roles at church but it was when I
joined the Living Faith course that those
around me started to sense in me a
possible calling to service at a deeper
level. I was uncertain, feeling under-
qualified and lacking in confidence.
When, as part of the course, we were
required to read St Mark’s Gospel
straight through in one session, it
dawned on me that this was as much a
story about the fears and sense of
inadequacy of the disciples themselves
as it was about the wonderful acts and
journey of Jesus. Perhaps I could
measure up after all. I made some
enquiries and amazingly received some
incredible backing and encouragement
from everyone along the way.

“Now, having completed a challenging
two-year course at St Michael’s College,
Llandaff, I am licensed as a lay minister,
and I look forward to working as part of
the ministry team in Cwmbran.”

Ministry and Ministry Areas
As the Church in Wales re-organises into Ministry Areas with team leadership, in line with its

2020 Vision strategy for the future, those who can offer a local ministry, whether ordained or lay, will continue to
be a vital part of parish life. On Sunday 26th October, the Bishop licensed Susan Atwell as a Lay Minister in St
Gabriel’s church, Cwmbran. And on Saturday 1 November, he ordained three new deacons and a priest.

The three deacons have been called by their congregations to be ordained as local
ministers. Jane Avery and Rose-Mary Dagger are both members of Llandogo and
Tintern parish where they will continue to serve after ordination. Pamela Love has
been a lay minister in Llangybi parish for many years.

Reflecting on her call to be ordained, Jane says: “I had been a churchgoer for a long
time before I came to recognise that it is possible to know Jesus as a real person.
Since then it has been a steep learning curve. But every year at church we make a
covenant prayer when we lay our life before Jesus. When it was suggested that I
consider being ordained it was a shock but I thought ‘if this is what God wants then
I must go along with it’. Since then I have been so blessed by everyone’s support. I
have had times of doubt and feeling inadequate but then I remember that Jesus’s
first disciples were a funny bunch of ordinary people. I’m looking forward to
reaching out to people in the neighbourhood and serving them in their good times
and bad – just sharing Jesus with them.”

Pam says: “My call to ministry goes back a long way, but the possibility of it being
ordained ministry came to me strongly on seeing the first ordinations of women in
an English cathedral in 1994. Unfortunately it seemed the ordination of women
had come too late for me, because, when I made my first approach to Monmouth
Diocese in 1996, I was told I was too old. So I trained as a Lay Reader and have had
an active lay ministry in four country parishes for over fifteen years. But the call to
ordination never went away and now the formation of Ministry Areas has opened
that door for me. I am looking forward, once priested, to serving God’s people in
my corner of the diocese, in that special way that is ordained Eucharistic ministry.

Rose-Mary trained and ministered as a Lay Evangelist but also felt a call to
ordination some years ago. That call has now been affirmed by the church.
Reflecting on the way others have inspired and supported her through the years,
she says: “I’m so aware of those who won’t be at my ordination because they’re
already with the Lord! My father, who taught me to pray when I was a toddler; my
mother, who regularly recited parts of the Bible, and sang hymns when I was afraid
of the dark; and my brother who shared my faith and would have been so proud of
his ‘kid’ sister. Many others have also encouraged me to pursue the vocation I felt
from an early age, including Miss Curry my scripture teacher at grammar school
who had been a missionary in China and shared her passion for the Bible. My
thanks for their consistent support and encouragement also go to the clergy and
congregations of my current parish. When I had forged a lay ministry and accepted
that I would probably never be ordained, suddenly the door opened and here I
am.”

photo taken after the ordination service shows l to r: Rev Rose-Mary Dagger, Rev
Glyn Jenkins, the Bishop of Monmouth, Rev Pamela Love, Rev Jane Avery
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Arty pupils make mosaic for Usk
CiW PrimarySchool

The Art Club of Usk Church in
Wales Primary School helped
to design and make a mosaic
to display in the entrance to
their school. As well as
providing an attractive
welcome to visitors at the
school, the mosaic also
celebrates the work of Father
Julian Gray. Sadly after 14
years he has moved on to
pastures new.

The mosaic design was decided upon by the children and
tells the creation story. The candle in the centre of the
mosaic shows that Jesus is the light of our world and always
shines. Mrs Evans (Acting Headteacher) was keen for the
design to reflect the Christian ethos of the school. The use of
mirrored tiles brings the visitors in to the picture as they
become part of the school and also draws in the surrounding
award-winning gardens.

The mosaic was created by children in the school who
worked collaboratively with visiting artist Kate Derbyshire.
Every child in Year 5 and 6 was involved in its creation. One
talented art club member, Martha Dawson, has since been
inspired to make a mosaic at home.  

Angharad Worsely (age 10) and Seren Mitchell (age 10)

St Mellons CiW School
Garden of Remembrance
On Friday 19th October, 
St Mellons Church in Wales
Primary School officially
opened their Remembrance
Garden.  

The school’s estates manager,
Mr Gerry Gates, is an ex-
serviceman. He has been
working with the pupils
throughout the Spring and
Summer Term to construct
and plant a garden to mark
the centenary of the outbreak
of the 1914 Great War.

Governors, parents, friends, parishioners of St Mellons
Parish Church, members of Cardiff St David’s Rotary and
local residents attended the service. The children
themselves led the service that included prayers, hymns,
poems and letters from the front, written by Year 6 pupils.

Following the service, the garden was
opened by Mr Gerry Gates’ son, Staff
Sergeant SQMS Anthony Gates RSL, who
spoke eloquently about the on-going
work of Her Majesty's forces around the
world. Staff Sergeant Anthony Gates cut
the ribbon and laid a wreath. Each child
then laid a single poppy in their class
corner of the Remembrance Garden.

Imagine your church was closed by government order and
you were no longer free to worship openly. In connection
with the International Day Of Prayer for the Persecuted
Church (16 November) churches in Newport and
Abergavenny did just that. To help people pray more
imaginatively for their persecuted brothers and sisters, they
held ‘secret church’ meetings designed to reflect some of
the dangers and restrictions which make it risky and
difficult to join in worship in some parts of the world.

For many, it is dangerous to announce the details much in
advance so, in Newport, details of the exact time, location
and date of the service were sent by text or email to the list
of believers shortly before the service was held. And
worshippers were told ‘don't bring a Bible (for some that is
too dangerous) - just memorise a verse or two to share
when we meet’.

In Abergavenny, the normal entrance to the church was
barred, and worshippers had to follow the sign of the fish
to find the entrance to the service. Windows were blacked
out to stop prying eyes seeing who and what was inside.

For more stories about persecuted churches see idop.org
opendoorsuk.org and barnabasfund.org

Psst! where’s the
secret church? 
Shhh! It’s in here!

l to r: Fr Julian,
Catherine Gray,
Richard Welsford
(Church Warden),
Abigail Gray,
Norman Edmunds
(Church Warden)
and Roger Galletly
(Mayor of Usk).

A congregation of some two hundred said farewell to Fr Julian Gray
at the Priory Church of St Mary, Usk, on Sunday September 7th,
before he left for his new appointment at Llantilio Pertholey.

Father Julian came to Usk 14 years ago, and he and his wife,
Catherine, and children Tim and Abigail, have made many good
friends during this time. This was demonstrated by the support
from all over the Ministry Area, the Town Council and the Baptist
and Catholic Churches. Julian was presented with a new cassock
and a cheque from the parishioners; a decanter and a special blend
whiskey from the Mayor and members of Usk Town Council. He
also received a painting of St Francis Xavier& David Lewis Catholic
Church.

On behalf of the parish, tribute was paid to Fr Julian’s ministry: “at
his heart was a passion for the gospel and a willingness to see the
good in everyone. Julian is a remarkable and gifted leader who has
strengthened the bonds of affection”.

Catherine was thanked for her strong support of and working
tirelessly for St Mary’s and the wider community. She was
presented with a bouquet.

Our loss is Llantilio’s gain and we hope Julian and family settle
quickly and well in their new home and parish.

Richard Welsford

Usk bids farewell to Fr Julian
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GAZETTE
Appointments
Canon Tim Clement, Rector of Bettws Newydd group of parishes; to be Priest-in-
charge of Raglan group of parishes (22 September)

Ms Linda Davies; to be part-time administrative assistant in the Diocesan Office
(13 October)

Revd Sarah Gillard-Faulkner; to be Bishop’s Chaplain, Parish Deacon in
Abergavenny, & Sub-prior of the Holywell Community (15 November)

Mrs Helen Sansom; to be acting headteacher at Llanfair Kilgeddin School

Revd Kevin Hasler; to be Priest-in-charge of Usk group of parishes (Spring 2015)

Revd William Ritchie, Chaplain to University of South Wales and Priest-in-charge
of All Saints, Newport; to be Priest-in-charge of Abertillery with Cwmtillery, Six
Bells and Llanhilleth

Revd John Connell, Incumbent of All Saints, Chingford; to be Priest-in-charge of
Rumney

Installation of Canons to the Cathedral 16 November
Revd Dr Rosie Dymond, Vicar of Bedwellty and New Tredegar (Canon)
Revd Mark Soady, Vicar of Abergavenny (Canon)
Revd Christopher Blanchard, Vicar of Chepstow (Honorary Canon)
Revd Dr Stephen James, Diocesan Director of Education (Honorary Canon)

Ordinations 1 November:
Ordained priest:
The Revd Glyn Jenkins to continue to serve in Llanrumney
Ordained deacon:
Mrs Jane Avery to serve in the Llandogo and Tintern group of parishes
Mrs Rose-Mary Dagger also to serve in the Llandogo and Tintern group of
parishes
Mrs Pamela Love to serve in the Usk group of parishes

Licensed as LLM
Mrs Susan Atwell to serve in Cwmbran Rectorial Benefice (26 October)
Mr Clifford Jayne to serve the Govilon group of parishes (16 November)

Resignations
Revd Kevin Lake, Vicar of Caerleon group of parishes; to be Priest-in-charge of All
Saints, Barry (Llandaff) (8 January)

Canon David Hathaway, Vicar of Rumney; on reaching retirement (30 September)

Revd Sue Collingbourne as Diocesan Safeguarding Officer (31 December)

Congratulations
Don Maxfield who celebrates 60 years of Reader ministry (4 December)

Christmas Tree
Festivals
Monmouth Group of Parishes,
Christmas Tree Festival in 
St Mary’s, Monmouth. 
Saturday 13 Dec 10am- 4pm
Sunday 14 Dec 11am-4pm. 
There will be stalls and refreshments in
the Priory. 

St Paul’s church, Newbridge
Annual Christmas Tree Festival
Thursday 12 December at 10am: a
concert by Crumlin School Choir.
Friday 13 December at 10am:
a concert by Pantside School

Saturday 14 December: The Christmas
Fayre, and in the evening there is a
concert of Christmas Music by the
Cwmbran Baroque Singers. Tickets £5 to
include a glass of wine and cheese.

The Tree Festival will close on
Sunday 15 December at 5pm with
a Service of Carols and Lessons,
followed by the Grand Prize
Draw. Bishop Richard will be
present to preach and draw
the raffle.

Holy Trinity, Christchurch,
Newport
1 December: Christmas coffee morning
With mince pies,entertainment,
craft & raffle prizes.
Tickets £4 each 

31 January: Concert
Two Choirs: The Gwent Police Choir,
and the Hereford Male Voice Choir.
The event is for two charities: Teenage
Cancer Trust South Wales, and Night
Shelter Association Newport.

Contact Marjory  01633 662486

Following on from the Listening Prayer
series of evenings in Lent 2014, we are
planning to offer a programme of
accompanied prayer during Lent 2015. 

This is an opportunity to spend time in silent
prayer with individual support from a prayer
‘guide’ who will listen to your experience
and suggest scriptures or other material
which may be helpful to your walk with
God. No previous experience on your part is
needed.

A team of prayer guides, spread across the
diocese, will be available to meet people at

a mutually convenient time once a week
during Lent.

To start everyone off, there will be an
opening session in the Cathedral on 
22 February 2015 at 3pm.

And to round it off we’ll all join together
again for a closing session in the Cathedral
on 29 March at 3pm

If you are interested in committing to this,
or want to know more, then contact 
Revd Janet Bone 07748 344161
janetbone@churchinwales.org.uk

The Diocesan Newsletter
welcomes your news, views, notices and
letters.
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Looking ahead to Lent


