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From the 
Editor’s Desk
Speaking with a good friend about 
the commercialism of Christmas 
– she raised a very good question: 
“Do we now have to conceal our 
necklaces bearing a ‘cross’ for fear 
of offending?”

As a mum with a young family, I am 
all too aware of the pressure to make 
Christmas about ‘giving’ – but do 
these gifts have to be material?

Surely this is a time when we should 
remember those in need and give a 
gift of time, a gift of encouragement, 
a gift of support - as my friend said 
“You can always share a smile if 
nothing else!”

So, whether it’s part of your 
Christmas celebrations or one of your 
New Year resolutions – being aware 
of the needs of others is a great gift.

This edition of Grapevine features 
many people who don’t need to be 
reminded of this – they just do it! Our 
Port Chaplain, our new St Thomas 
Community, those who are helping 
tackle food poverty in our parishes- all 
inspirational stories of people who ‘give’.

Also featuring the winning entries 
from our photography competition 
and a round-up of all that has been 
happening across the Diocese – it’s 
another packed edition!

Debra Goddard (editor)
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The season of Advent, as any Anglican will know, is 
about the coming (adventus) of Christ. St Bernard 
of Clairvaux makes the useful distinction 

between the three stages of Christ’s advent.

In his first coming Our lord came in our flesh and in 
our weakness; in the intermediate coming he comes 
in spirit and in power; in his final coming, he will be 
seen in glory and majesty.

To think of Christ being with us in an intermediate 
stage is heartening! It puts in perspective that Jesus is 
with us now. As St Bernard writes, this intermediate 
coming is when Jesus is hidden, except to his chosen. 
At this time there are no obvious angels or flashes of 
fire. Only those who seek him will find him. For Jesus 
is alongside us in our journey, sustaining us in sacred 
word, bread and wine. 

This reminds us not to create a false urgency at 
Advent. The commercial or domestic pressure of 
advent leading to Christmas is one which we will 
inevitably be drawn into. After all, it is our busiest and 
most popular time. 

But for the church, Advent remains a signpost, a 
reminder of how our faith journey has its beginning. 
The present reality is more complex and subtle. It 
requires us to acknowledge the hidden Jesus and 
reflect upon his breaking into our lives today, both 
personally and in our faith communities. I would 
encourage you to relax and keep the Advent 
perspective - the middle way for today - and share 
with others how Jesus can be disclosed to them. Our 
Time for Mission is about the present time. The 
emphasis on sharing the faith, encouraging people to 
grow in discipleship and to engage in social outreach 
is within the Advent journey which has begun and is 
continuing with us. It’s a reminder that it is Christ’s 
work, his ambition of love which, we are participating 
in today and for the future.

Enjoy Advent and in this season let the  
mysteries of God be revealed: which is  
Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

Colossians 1:27

+Bishop Richard

Advent Reflection
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Time for Mission success! 

This years’ Time for Mission 
conference was a great success with 
inspirational speakers and positivity 

in abundance. 

More than 250 people packed into St Teilo’s School 
on a busy Saturday morning where pupils from the 
school lead the worship – without even being there! 
They had made a short, interactive film which 
included reflection, worship and even hymns. 

Our Minute Street Preachers kept us on our toes and 
the winning entries from our photography 
competition looked wonderful on display.

Keynote speaker, the Rt. Revd Gordon Mursell 
travelled all the way from Scotland to deliver an 
enthusiastic and inspirational talk which left us all 
feeling very uplifted and positive.

Central to the conference of course was funding 
– where our funding will come from in 2017 and 
where our budget will be spent.

The conference saw the launch of the Time for 
Mission Fund. This funding will support initiatives that 
involve making fresh connections between the local 
community and the church. It will be allocated in two 
ways: A small grants pot – for grants up to £200 and 
the main Time for Mission Grant Scheme for grants 
up to £2000.

Please visit monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk for 
further details and an application form.

•   save the date –  
Time for Mission event on Saturday 4 March

This will be a chance for Ministry Areas to present 
their missional projects and plans for the future. It will 
also be an opportunity to celebrate what is happening 
around the Diocese to share ideas, as well as to 
allocate funding. Further details will be announced 
nearer the time!

The Cyncoed Ministry Area is leading a 
partnership which will help tackle food poverty, 
food waste and give a new focus to one of the 

oldest indoor shopping centres in Wales!

Following the success of a ‘pop-up’ café in the 
Summer which used surplus food from supermarkets 
and local businesses, a new, permanent café is set to 
open in the Maelfa Shopping Centre in Llanederyn.

Revd. Mark Lawson-Jones, Ministry Area Leader and 
Chair of the Powerhouse Redevelopment Group, said: 
“I was delighted to be invited to help coordinate the 
community response to help deal with the food 
poverty in Llanderyn. 

“Our Assembly Member, Jenny Rathbone has done a 
great job in bringing together charities, the City 
Council and members from the community to 
challenge the overwhelming poverty, whilst addressing 
the issue of food waste.”

It is hoped that the new café, which will be the largest 
of its kind in Wales, will be fully open by mid-
2017, providing meals for residents of 
Llanederyn on a ‘pay as you feel’ basis, using 
ingredients donated by local supermarkets. 
The café will not only serve the community 
with food, but will also create training 
opportunities and jobs.  

Following a trip to Sheffield to see the 
work of the Junk Food Café projects,  
Mark, said: “Churches and community 
groups have established important and 

vital projects to reach out to the most vulnerable in the 
north. As we move towards the 2020 vision we need, 
as a Church to engage with the most vulnerable and 
be a beacon of hope in the communities we service. In 
today’s society we need to take risks to establish 
ourselves as a committed, prayerful and active body of 
people, following the example of Christ himself.”

The busy Churches Together shop has been open for 
26 years in the Maelfa Shopping Centre in Llanederyn, 
providing a community space and a home for the 
Food Bank and Credit Union.

During the Summer, a team from the community shop 
and the Ministry Area contacted supermarkets and 
opened a pop-up café for the day. Listening to 
residents, they realised there was support and need for 
a permanent café.

Hugh Jones, Food Waste Prevention Manager at WRAP 
Cymru, said: “The use of surplus food from supermarkets 
and local businesses is a great way of making a positive 
difference to local communities. The ‘pop-up’ at the 
Powerhouse shows what is possible with local support 
and provides a great starting point for setting up a café 
run by the community for the community.”

Tackling food poverty 
and food waste
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A packed out conference

Minute street preachers kept us moving!

Pop-up café was a great success
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the crew can find rest, particularly in winter when 
storms are more prevalent at sea. Access to shore 
based facilities can often be difficult though. In some 
ports the ship may be berthed up to more than an 
hour and a half’s walk from the gate so seafarers may 
find little active recreation or personal supplies.

“On a previous visit, a captain told me they had been 
five days travelling from Norway in storm conditions. 
He and his crew were exhausted having had little 
rest. The ship, having discharged in fine weather was 
to go out to anchorage in the channel but there was 
a storm forecast that night. The captain from Poland 
asked me to pray that they would not have to go. I 
did so. In the next port I met the pilot who told me 
that no further ships would be leaving Swansea as 
the conditions in the channel were too difficult for 
him to manage. 

“I was heartened to meet the Polish Captain again 
five days later. He and his crew had been in port, at 
rest for that time - God is good.”

Most ships crews are mixed nationality, sometimes 
in a crew of seven there may be six nationalities 
represented. Some crew, especially from the 
Philippines, will have 10 month contracts; a long 
time to be away from home in an often difficult and 
dangerous environment. This, alongside the distance 
from home and family can give rise to a sense of 
isolation and loneliness.  

“One of the most prized gifts is that of the opportunity 
to connect with home and family. On some of the 
larger and newer ship’s crew members have access 
to WiFi and the internet even at sea. Many seafarers 
have to rely on mobile phones, sim cards and top up.  

“I often spend several hours helping install sim cards 
and buying top up cards for the internet so that crew 
can Skype home.”

Last year, the Sunflower E was detained in Newport 
docks due to unpaid debts. The crew had not been 
paid since January and were stranded on board, 
unable to return home. Working with other partners 

to look at the needs of the seafarers aboard who had 
no money so were reluctant to go ashore, trips were 
arranged to local places of interest, and to church and 
to mosque according to need.  

During this time, Nicholas met a young Filipino second 
officer who had ended up in charge and found it a 
very stressful experience. 

“One day I met him on the bridge where he had been 
monitoring his blood pressure every few minutes. I 
spent quite a time sitting with him, listening to his 
story, just being alongside but feeling powerless to 
help. As he explained when eventually, after three 
months the crew went home, it made all the difference. 
The crew returned to their homes at the end of June 
and received the pay owed to them during October.

“Being alongside the crew, bringing a sense of the 
presence of God, doesn’t seem much, but it does 
make a difference.”  

Each port lies within a parish boundary. Traditionally, 
the priest acts as the Honorary Chaplain to the port. 
Nicholas’ work as a port chaplain is not carried out in 
isolation from the work of God in His church. When 
not required elsewhere, he worship at St Paul’s in 
Newport. Often though, he is busy in other parishes 
across South Wales making people aware of the needs 
of seafarers and the churches’ work, through the 
Mission to Seafarers. 

“As with many jobs, being a port chaplain has its 
routine and there is often nothing much out of the 
ordinary to report. Driving along the motorway 
for hours each day can be lonely and trying. An 
experience shared by many commuters each day.  

“Little stories like these remind me that just being 
available to the seafarers is important in reminding 
them of God’s continued love for them. For seafarers, 
removed from the warmth of climate, home and 
family, life in a cold Northern hemisphere aboard 
a small ship can feel bleak and lonely and that 
knowledge and experience of God’s love through 
practical and spiritual ministry can be transforming.”

Focus on…  
A day in the life  
of a Port Chaplain 

Psalm 139 v 7 – 9

“Where can I go from your spirit? Where can I flee 
from your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you 

are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are 
there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle 
on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will 
guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.”

The Mission to Seafarers was established as a Mission 
agency of the Anglican Church in 1856 based on 
the work of the Revd. John Ashley. Recognising the 
spiritual, moral and physical needs of seafarers aboard 
the ships in the Bristol Channel, off the coast of South 
Wales, Revd. Ashley began to visit them aboard the 
ships to share the Gospel and conduct services with 
them in around 1835.

Today Revd. Nicholas Jones follows in his footsteps, 
visiting ships at seven ports along the South Wales 
coast, from Newport to Swansea.

So, how did he become a Port Chaplain?

“Ordained in Llandaff Cathedral in 1982 I now find 
myself in an unexpected ministry amongst the 
seafarers from different parts of the world, who visit 
our ports each day. Unexpected, because I would 
never have thought that I would have ended up doing 
this; unexpected, because the ministry is exercised 
primarily amongst men in their 
place of work; unexpected, 
because I am meeting 
with people 

from many different countries of the 
world; unexpected, because like 
many people in our nation I would never have even 
thought of the people who bring to us around 90per 
cent of the things we consume. Yet these men (and 
sometimes women) have the same needs and hopes 
that we ourselves have.”

Each day starts early for Nicholas, and after breakfast 
it’s time to check port shipping lists and plan the 
route for the day. Most of the ports are managed by 
Associated British Ports which produces a daily list 
of ships arriving and departing from the ports. Most 
of the time work can be planned, but there are often 
ships that have been unlisted even the day before. The 
joys of modern technology means Nicholas can use 
a maritime traffic ‘app’ to learn the position of ships 
within each port.

Avoiding the main rush hour traffic, Nicholas travels 
to Swansea Docks. Here, as in other ports, he has to 
check in with the security at the dock gates before 
driving to the ships in port. 

Nicholas says: “Over the years the security personnel 
have got to know me and will often chat or offer a 
joking comment. New security staff are often quite 
unsure what to make of a vicar in the port, even one 
disguised in Hi Vis, hard hat and steel capped work boots!”

The Mission is an 
international organisation 
represented in over 200 ports 
worldwide and so chaplains 
and visitors are usually 
expected and welcome.

Nicholas is always mindful 
that the crew are in their 
place of work and can often 
be busy. Time in port can be 
short, often between 12 and 
24 hours. In that time cargoes 
have to be discharged, 
holds cleaned, paperwork 
completed, and inspections 
and maintenance carried out. 
Ports are also places where 

Newport docks

Revd. Nicholas Jones on board ship

The crew of the Sunflower E were detained for months
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A year living  
as a modern day  
friar in Newport?

A new monastic community has been set up in Newport  
which will live as modern-day friars within the city.

St Thomas’ Vicarage on the Maesglas estate is now 
home to The Community of St Thomas – a group 
of young people focussed on prayer, study and 

service to local communities.  

The first recruits, Georgia Cousins, aged 19, and Sarah 
Mason, aged 18, have already moved in and are looking 
forward to all that the coming year has in store!

Georgia has grown up in the Newport area but has 
very little experience of church. She was introduced to 
the idea of living in community by her brother Troy, 
who was a member of the Lab’s community in Alway 
for several years. 

The Lab is a community of missional people, groups 
and initiatives which encourages experimental forms 
of church and mission in and around Newport.

Georgia says: “I feel this opportunity will help me to 
grow as a person and give me a better understanding 
of adult life and faith in Jesus.”

Sarah is from Bristol, growing up in the Methodist 
Church. For several years, she has been volunteering 
with a youth project on a deprived estate in Western-
Super-Mare which is linked to The Lab. 

She says: “Being part of the Community of St Thomas 
gives me the chance to serve God and faithfully 
respond to his calling to love others, living and serving 
in the local community.’

The new recruits will initially spend a year living on the 
estate being supported by the Church in Wales while they 
take part in daily services and work with local people. 

The community will be involved in a variety of roles 
including chaplaincy; music projects; youth work, 
Mission to Seafarers; schools work and working with 
asylum seekers.

Members will commit to a year at a time, taking the 
traditional monastic vows of simplicity, obedience and 
commitment, but re-imagined for the twenty-first 
century context of Newport.

They will agree to live according to a Rule of Life,  
a set of principles and practices that will shape the  
way we live and form us to become more like Jesus. 
This includes:

•   Worship and Prayer – The community will worship 
and pray together daily, setting aside time for 
individual prayer and contemplation.

•   Serving the Community – together, the community 
will find ways to respond creatively and appropriately 
to the need of the communities it serves.

•   Generosity and hospitality – the community will  
be characterised by generosity, hospitality and 
openness towards others, especially those of 
different backgrounds.

•   Engaging culture – the community will seek to 
‘proclaim afresh’ the good news of Jesus Christ, in a 
way that connects with contemporary culture and is 
sensitive to the values and wishes of others.

•   Living Simply – the community will commit to  
living simply, choosing to value their relationship 
with God and others more than the enticements  
of consumer culture.

•   Accountability and Support – members will commit 
to supporting each other, resolving any internal 
conflicts with love and grace towards each other.

Revd. James Henley was asked by the Bishop of 
Monmouth to form the new community which will 
serve the local communities on the West side of 
Newport and the City Centre in lots of different ways.

James, said: “I’m so grateful to Bishop Richard for 
asking me to form a new Community, with a 
particular calling to embrace and re-imagine the 
monastic roots of the Church in Wales. 

“So many of our Welsh saints were leaders of very 
similar small monastic communities, living and 
serving alongside the wider community and sharing 
the love of God with others throughout Wales.

“It is both entirely appropriate, and incredibly 
exciting, to have the opportunity to follow in  
their footsteps.”

If this has inspired you, the community is open to 
having one more member join them from September, so 
if it is something you might be interested in, please visit 
thelabnewport.org/stthomas for more information.

Georgia and Sarah (far right) at the commissioning 
of the new St Thomas Community
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Picture perfect! 
What a talented bunch you are! 

There was a fantastic response to our photography 
competition and choosing the winners was a tough job!

The entries all embraced the themes of Christian life; 
worship; faith in action; our place in creation and sacred 
heritage and captured life in our diocese beautifully.

All the winners received a gift from Bishop Richard at 
the Time for Mission conference where the winning 
images were displayed on canvas. The canvases then 
took pride of place at the cathedral where they were 
exhibited throughout November.

Well done to all those who took part!!

William Gladson  

age 11, under 14s winner 

John Gimber, Best runner-up  

Iain McCallum, Sacred Heritage 

Avegayle Reardon, Worship 

Katrina Stanley,  
age 14, under 14s runner-up  

Joy Hasler, Our Place in Creation   

John Briggs, Christian Life    

Robert Hughes, Faith in action 
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People and places  

Parishioners of St Mellons sent 
Revd. David Kellen on the Flying 
Scotsman to celebrate his 40 
years in Ministry!

Unfortunately, there was no 
room for an extra stoker that day 
so he had to travel in style with 
his wife Shirley!

Celebrations continued at the 
Harvest Services in Church, St 
Mellons and Bishop Childs Schools.

St Julian’s Parish Church has 
raised more than £5,500 for 
Guide Dogs Cymru – enough to 
sponsor three puppies!

To say ‘thank-you’ – seven-
month-old guide dog puppy 
Aaron was blessed and sprinkled 
with holy water during Harvest 
Mass on Sunday, 2 October.

The blessing coincided with the 
Feast of St Francis of Assisi, 
which commemorates the 
patron saint of animals.

Remembrance services were 
held across the Diocese to those 
who lost their life in conflict.

Youngsters in Club Rock, Magor, 
worked like machines cutting 
out hearts to make poppies for a 
display board for their church.

The poppies represented remem-
brance and hope and the hearts 
represented the love we should 
show to each other so that conflict 
becomes a thing of the past.”

Do you recognise this 
handsome couple?

Congratulations to Revd. Rendle 
Davies and his wife, Pamela, who 
celebrated their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary in September.

The couple married on a 
Monday night in 1956 – the only 
day of the week that the busy 
Curate could get off work!

Revd Davies was the Vicar of Usk 
with Glascoed, Monkswood and 
Gwehelog for some 36 years 
while Pamela was very active in 
the parishes and also served on 
the Governing Body.

Members of All Saints, 
Llanedeyrn, filled shoeboxes 
with essentials and goodies to 
be sent to those less fortunate.

The team filled and wrapped  
20 boxes – well done!

St Peter’s Church in Blaenavon 
was a hive of activity as 
members pulled on their wellies 
for churchyard clean-up day!

PCC members, church 
members, local residents all 
came along to help to spend the 
day grass-cutting, cleaning steps 
and pathways.

The Wales CRC (Community 
Rehabilition Company) also sent 
a Community Payback Team to 
help with the work. They enjoyed 
it and will be returning soon. 

The next day for church 
members and volunteers is 
being planned for March.

Celebrations were held at St 
Teilo’s, Alway, to celebrate its 
50th anniversary as a parish.

People from across the Ministry 
Area of East Newport were 
joined by past clergy who have 
served the parish over the years, 
as well as present clergy from 
across the Diocese during a 
special mass – presided over by 
Bishop Richard.

Wales fell silent on 21 October as 
we all remembered the 50th 
anniversary of the Aberfan 
disaster in which 144 people 
– 116 of them children – died.

The village was devasted when 
a colliery waste tip collapsed, with 
100,000 tonnes of slurry engulfing 
the school and nearby houses.

Churches across the Diocese 
commemorated the tragedy in 
many ways, from holding special 
services, to observing a minutes’ 
silence to tolling the bells at St 
Mary’s in Abergavenny 144 times.

Around 20 people from Henllys 
Worship Centre pulled on their 
walking boots to raise money for 
Children in Need.

As part of Countryfiles’ My 
Ramble Weekend, the group set 
off on an 8.8km ramble from the 
heart of Henllys village to the 
peak of Twmbarlwm.

Fortunately, they were blessed 
with blue skies and clear views 
and a nature hunt along the way 
encouraged everyone to take 
note of the beauty around them 
and a picnic at the top was a 
welcome opportunity to rest 
and reflect on their fantastic 
achievement.

Opera is coming to the Cathedral!

More than 100 school will be 
taking to the stage in the ‘new 
look’ Cathedral next Summer for 
a performance of Benjamin 
Britten’s Noye’s Fludd.

Work has already started on 
planning the ambitious show - 
which is a first for the Cathedral 
- but Director of Music Emma 
Gibbins needs your help!

If you think you help out, please 
contact the Cathedral’s Director 
of Music, Emma Gibbins on 
07952514117 or email: 
emmagibbins1978@gmail.com

Well doesn’t St Paul’s in 
Newport look fantastic with its 
new signage!

The church has certainly settled 
into its new city-centre home 
and now the outside appearance 
matches all the hard work that 
has gone on into transforming 
the former post office into a 
welcoming hub for the 
charismatic church!

St Mary’s Church, Caldicot all 
ready to celebrate our link with 
the Highveld in South Africa on 
Link Sunday.

The partnership was formed 13 
years ago and goes from strength 
to strength with regular ‘links’ 
between parishes throughout the 
year. However, Link Sunday is a 
special service dedicated to the 
partnership and all things African. 
And in Africa - well, their services 
had a distinct Welsh flavour!!
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The real meaning  
of Christmas

This year Bishop Richard asked Blaenavon 
Heritage Voluntary Controlled Primary School to 
help him design his Christmas card.  

The children were asked to create a design 
representing the true meaning of Christmas – the birth 
of Jesus. The result was an amazing variety of artistic 
and inspirational submissions from the school!  

With some difficulty, a shortlist of three designs was 
drawn up and Bishop Richard selected the winning 
design which was submitted by the artist Taylah 
Williams, Year 4, aged 8.  

Bishop Richard said:  
“The winning entry is neatly drawn and shows a 
lovely reminder of the complete story of Christmas.”  

Congratulations to Taylah, who was awarded with the 
first prize of a Real Advent Calendar (kindly donated by 
the Meaningful Chocolate Company). This design will 
be used as the Diocesan Christmas card this year and 
will feature on many mantelpieces throughout the 
Diocese!

Entries by Cariad Lang (Year 5, aged 10) and Madison 
Watkins (Year 1, aged 5) were highly commended and 
have been awarded runner up prizes.  

Many thanks to all the children who put such care and 
effort into helping the Bishop with his Christmas card 
this year.

What’s On

Safeguarding Co-ordinator  
Network Support
Thursday 15 December 2016, 10.30am-12pm

Diocesan Office, Caerau Road, Newport

A chance to chat over a cuppa to discuss any issues 
or concerns.

To attend please contact  
Linda Neal on 01633 267490  
or email lindaneal@churchinwales.org.uk

Time for Mission Fund 2017 – Tend
Wednesday 25 January, 7-9pm

St Hilda’s Church Hall, Griffithstown, NP4 5LT

With guest speaker Revd. Ali Boulton,  
Pioneer Minister at The Stowe, Swindon

All bookings to mon2020@churchinwales.org.uk  
or contact 01633 267490.

Mission Shaped Ministry Area Councils
Saturday 4 February, 8.30am-1.30pm

The Priory Centre, Abergavenny

Lead by John Truscott, a freelance church  
consultant with many years’ experience.

To attend please contact  
Linda Neal on 01633 267490  
or email lindaneal@churchinwales.org.uk

Vocations Conference
Saturday 18 February, 9.15am-4.30pm

The Priory Centre, Abergavenny

Exploring God’s call on your life?  
Looking for inspiration and guidance?  
Why not join us for our first ‘Vocations’  
conference, with speakers from monastic,  
pioneer, licensed lay, chaplaincy and ordained 
ministry from across the United Kingdom?

To attend please contact  
Linda Neal on 01633 267490  
or email lindaneal@churchinwales.org.uk

On the move

Coming
Veronica Cottam -  
to become PA to the Bishop of Monmouth

Georgia Cousins -  
to be a lay member of the  
St Thomas Community, Maesglas

Sarah Mason -  
to be a lay member of the  
St Thomas Community, Maesglas

Revd. Richard Reardon -  
to become Ministry Area Leader designate  
of proposed Caldicot Ministry Area.

Revd. Dennis Richards -  
currently Rector, Rectorial Benefice  
of Caldicot to become Team Vicar.

Simon Pratt -  
has joined the Holywell Community as Concentor

Going
Revd. Malcolm Warren -  
has retired as team vicar in Pontypool

Revd. Jean Prosser -  
has retired as priest in charge, Grosmont

Revd, David Collingbourne -  
has stood down as Standing Committee  
chairman and conference secretary

Revd. Robert Langton -  
has retired as associate priest, Croesyceiliog

Revd. Linda Griffiths -  
has retired as assistant curate, Lower Islwyn

Revd. Edward Mathias-Jones -  
has retired as vicar, St. Stephens, Newport

Revd. Derek Lee -  
has retired as assistant curate,  
Llanfihangel Crucorney

Pam Richards -  
to retire as Children, Youth & Family Ministry Advisor

Best wishes and blessings on those moving on in 
ministry, thank you for your ministry in the Diocese 
of Monmouth.

Please continue to remember in prayer all who are 
taking on new roles or retiring from formal ministry.

Taylah’s winning entry



Back Chat  
A world in waiting

The world waits. As I write, 
the world is waiting to see 
whether Russia will launch 

an assault on Aleppo and who will 
win the American election. As you 
read this, those questions have 
probably been answered – but 
no doubt they lead on to other 
questions: Syria, America, Brexit – 
what now? what next?

You may be waiting on personal 
events, waiting for a birth or 
perhaps a death, for a diagnosis or 
news of a loved one. Waiting can 
be hard. What now? What next?

God waits. 

In his spiritual exercises, Ignatius 
of Loyola invites us to imagine 
God gazing on the world with all 
its human struggles for power, 
prestige, wealth and well-being. 
And then God’s gaze focuses on 
one home in Nazareth where 
Gabriel is delivering a message to 
Mary. God waits upon her answer 
to the invitation to give birth to the 
Son. It is as if the whole universe 
holds its breath, waiting on that ‘yes’.

And then Mary waits. After her 
initial ‘yes’, Christmas doesn’t 
happen overnight! She has to live 
through the uncertainty of family 
reaction, village gossip, an arduous 
journey to Bethlehem. What now? 
What next?

The church waits. We wait 
expectantly for Christ to return.  
In the meantime, we are expecting 
to be busy building the kingdom, 
busy with our ‘Time for Mission’. 
But, there is a danger that we begin 
to think it all depends on us and on 
our doing, and we forget to wait on 
God and the invitation to give our 
‘yes’ to what he chooses to do.

So, perhaps this Advent is a time 
to be God’s people-in-waiting. A 
time for us to gaze on God who 
delights to gaze on us. A time to 
gaze with God upon the world and 
to be open to what he is inviting 
us to do. And then to journey 
in faith and trust, through the 
uncertainties of ‘What now? What 
next?’, confident that we will find 
Emmanuel, ‘God with us’, coming 
to new birth within our church, our 
community - and within our own 
heart and soul. 

Revd. Janet Bone  
 
Parish priest:  
Llanishen, Trellech Grange, 
Llanfihangel Tor-y-mynydd, 
Llansoy
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