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Spring - a time for change
Welcome to the Pentecost edition of the Monmouth Diocese Newsletter. Spring is a time of new
beginnings, of renewal; and for me this year, it has signalled a time of change in my career. I don’t tend to
like change, I am a creature of habit, and it takes me a while to get used to a new routine. And, coming to
Monmouth is a complete change for me, even in the way I turn out of my street in the mornings to drive to
work – from turning left (north-bound) to turning right (south-bound).
But in the change for me, there is a greater change. Whenever a new
person takes over a role, they must carve out the role for themselves,
and ‘Communications’ is no different to any other area, and I will be
looking over the coming months at how I can support the good work
being done throughout the Diocese to let people know what is
happening in your part of the Lord’s Kingdom.
As many of you may have seen, my background is in Heritage and I
have spent my entire career working across the ‘Heads of the Valleys’
region, in Merthyr Tydfil, Tredegar, Ebbw Vale and Blaenafon. One of
the things I have always prided myself on is working with communities
to help them tell their stories to the wider world, and it is this
experience that I bring to the Monmouth Diocese.
Over the coming months, you should see some changes to the way we
communicate to you from the Diocesan Office, and I am keen to
ensure we hear your voice and represent you properly. I will aim to be
as available as I can to you, and I welcome any ideas on how we can be
more effective in our communication with you.
Kathryn Stowers, Diocesan Communications Officer
I am very aware that I have very big boots to fill, and I feel very privileged to pick up the reins of the
Communications Officer role in Monmouth from Revd Janet Bone. Janet has served the Diocese for many
years as Communications Officer, and I know you will join with us in thanking her for her service to the
Diocese, and wish her well as she serves as Parish Priest in the Llanishen Group.

People and Places
The Caerleon and Llanfrechfa group of parishes has welcomed Revd Philip
Cochrane from Winchester as their new incumbent.
Commenting on his appointment, Philip said: “I am really excited about
coming to Wales to live in Caerleon and serve the local communities in and
around it. Believe it or not, many of the things we have done in Winchester
were inspired by how the Church in Wales has been facing up to the
challenges of today. So it was natural for me to keep a beady eye on Welsh
posts as they were advertised!
“I came to visit the area twice before applying for the post, so that I could get a feel for the place. I
immediately felt I could make my home here and help people to encounter God in a way that engages,
inspires and transforms.”
Bishop Richard says: “We welcome Philip into the
Diocese as he begins this new ministry in Caerleon.
Philip comes with a good deal of experience both as a
parish priest and an assistant Area Dean. He has a
track record of growing parishes and I hope that he
will be able, with the good team already present, to
develop the mission of the church in the communities
of the benefice. We wish him every blessing and a
warm welcome to Wales.”

St Stephen & St Tathan
Caerwent have recently taken
the brave steps to introduce
cafe style services, in order to
attract families who are
moving into their community,
with the growth of new
housing developments in the
village and surrounding area.
The first service, at the beginning of the year, which
served cakes and good-quality tea and coffee,
doubled the attendance figures of normal family
services. Heartened by the success of this service,
another service was scheduled for the end of March,
with a short play by the children depicting Christ being
tempted by the Devil. This, and the bacon rolls on
offer, attracted a larger crowd again.
They are now planning their third event of the year;
this will be at Pentecost, when a continental breakfast
will be on offer. The Church remains excited, and is
hopeful that this less formal act of fellowship and
worship helps bring newcomers to their community.

Children from the Early Years Department of
Pontnewydd Primary School Cwmbran were eager
to celebrate Easter and Lent in their own special
way at Holy Trinity, Pontnewydd. Over 110
children in total led their teachers, parents,
friends and church family through the Easter
journey through songs, actions, words and
prayers. Each class had written their own prayer
on a cross, which were read out by the children
during the celebration service. The prayers were
put on display in the children's window of the
church for over the Easter period.
On 19th April, eleven people from 10 to 78 years of
age came to affirm their Baptism promises in front
of Bishop Richard, families and friends and the
congregations of St.Mary's, Marshfield and
St.Bridget's, St Brides Wentloog.

Bye Buy Childhood
Campaign
Parents remain concerned about the impact advertising and marketing are having, both directly and
indirectly, on the lives of children and young people, a new Report reveals.
Research published by Mothers’ Union reveals that despite greater attention since 2010, four in five parents
in Britain are concerned about the commercialisation of childhood, and a similar proportion say that the
media encourages their children to ask their parents to buy them things that they see advertised, indicating
the potential impact of “Pester Power”.
Speaking as the research was published, Head of Faith & Policy and report author Lucinda Hasell said, “the
subject of the commercialisation of children has received a lot of welcome attention in the last few years,
but our research shows that parents are still concerned about this issue, and only half of those we spoke to
felt equipped to manage the influence of advertising and the commercial world on their family. Further

steps need to be taken to ensure that children are not exposed to inappropriate advertising and marketing
and that parents are empowered to manage the impact of the commercial world.”
Mothers’ Union will be continuing the Bye Buy Childhood campaign, and is calling on the Government to
consider why parents are still concerned about the commercialisation of childhood.
For more information on the
Bye Buy Childhood campaign, please visit www.byebuychildhood.org

Treasurers’ Breakfast
Sat 13 June, 9am-1pm, St Hilda’s Church Hall, Griffithstown.
Hosted by Sharon Smith, Diocesan Accountant, this is a chance to learn more about the new ‘Ministry Share’
and take part in building a ‘toolkit’ for Treasurers.
To book your place, please call 01633 267490 or email: carolnorman@churchinwales.org.uk by Mon 8 June.

Spiritual Healing and
the Creative Process
A Book launch and Exhibition of Art is to be
held at Newport Cathedral on 17 & 18 July,
10am-4pm (Fri); 10am-2pm (Sat). ‘Spiritual
Healing and the
Creative Process’ by
Revd Celia Jones.
Celia
has
used
creative methods of
prayer to explore her
spiritual
journey.
Play is an important
part of the process
of some of her
creations, leading to
some
interesting
works of art.

Saving St Cybi’s Llangybi
wins Heritage Lottery
Fund Support
St Cybi’s Church in the village of Llangybi near Usk has
received initial support from the Heritage Lottery Fund
for the ‘Keep our Church Open’ project.
The project aims to restore full and safe access to the
whole of the church for community use by investigating
and repairing damage to the 18th century ceiling of its
nave whilst protecting the medieval and post
Reformation wall paintings on the walls beneath.
The funding, £13,000, has been awarded to the PCC to
help them investigate what work needs to be done in
order to restore the Church to a condition where it can
become a place for worship, baptisms, weddings and
funerals, and a large space for the whole community to
enjoy.

Diocesan Conference
to launch
Monmouth 2020
On Saturday 16 May,
over
250
people
gathered at St Hilda’s
Church
Hall
in
Griffithstown to find
out about Monmouth
2020,
the
new
Diocesan Strategy.
Bishop Richard and
various
Diocesan
Officers outlined the
details of the strategy, and there was opportunity to meet
with delegates and discuss issues and ideas during the
Market Place session, before Archdeacon Jonathan
Williams led the conference in worship and prayer.
Following the ‘launch’ conference, there will now be a
series of Deanery Conferences, where the details of the
strategy can be debated and discussed in more detail, and
the full impact of the Strategy can be explored at a local
level.
Delegates to the conference were invited to give feedback
and questions from the event to the Diocesan team, which
will be addressed at the Deanery Conferences.
If you have any questions relating to Monmouth 2020,
please email mon2020@churchinwales.org.uk

What is in the Strategy?
The Diocesan Strategy from 2015 – 2020 is the next stage of a
process which began with the publication of ‘Hope for Monmouth’
in 2005. It is also being developed with reference to the Church in
Wales Review of 2013 and in the light of changing populations,
demographics, social structures, community needs and best
practice in ministry, mission and management.
The strategy includes:


Ongoing restructuring of the Diocese into Ministry Areas as the focus for mission.



Continuing the training programme for Ministry Area Leaders.



Reconfiguring Archdeanonries, Deaneries and Diocesan Committees to better serve the needs of
Ministry Areas.



Managing Diocesan finances in a way that is creative and sustainable.



Improving communications across the Diocese, particularly to and from Ministry Areas.



Resourcing Ministry Areas to support and encourage: prayer and spirituality; discipleship; training;
children, youth and family ministry; schools ministry; Pioneer ministry; Christian stewardship;
vocations; maintenance and development of churches.

If you would like a copy of the strategy, it can be downloaded from http://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk
or by contacting the Diocesan Office on 01633 267490.

Diocesan Prayer

#Mon2020

God, and Father of all
You have planted
the Good News
of your love
in the faith communities
of our Diocese.

Join in the conversation by
following @MonmouthDCO
on Twitter

By your Spirit at work in us,
Grant us to grow strong in Christ
so that our lives
of devotion and service
may reveal to your world
the power of your love,
which is able to do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen

In conversation with
Bishop Richard
Look out for a new video on our website, with
Bishop Richard talking about ‘Monmouth
2020’, and how we can all be involved, to help
us fulfil Christ’s
mission in our
communities.

Dates and times of Deanery Conferences
Deanery

Date

Venue

Time

Monmouth

Thurs 28 May

Monmouth, St Thomas’s Hall

7.30pm

Raglan & Usk

Mon 1 June

Goytre, St Peter’s Church

7.30pm

Abergavenny

Tues 2 June

Grosmont, St Nicholas Church Nave

7pm

Netherwent

Thurs 4 June

Magor, St Mary’s Church

7pm

Bassaleg

Tues 16 June

Cyncoed, Epiphany Chapel

7pm

Pontypool

Tues 23 June

Cwmbran, St Gabriel

6.30pm

Bedwellty

Thurs 25 June

Pontllanfraith, St Augustine’s Church

7pm

Newport

Mon 29 June

Maindee, St John’s Church

7pm

People and Places
Bishop Richard was recently asked to bless a new van for the Raven House Trust. The Pupils from
Monmouth Haberdashers School raised nearly £11,000 in order to purchase the van for the charity. We
are sure the Lord will bless the work that this van will help the charity to do in the local community.
Maggie Smith from the Raven House Trust said: “We were
amazed at the commitment and hard work that these young
people put into raising the money for a new van. This is
something we would not have been able to achieve without
them, they raised £10,954.00 for this van. It was lovely to have
Bishop Richard bless the van and for him to spend some time
with the young people. It was a real encouragement to them
for all their hard work.”

Pictured are: Harry Pritchard (left), Mrs
Margaret Smith (right). In front are Mrs Peggy
Johnson and Mrs Nancy Brown, behind are the
vicar, Revd Julian Gray, Jessica Graham and the
Revd John Hughes.

A moving service of remembrance was held
in St Teilo's Church, Llantilio Pertholey 100
years after several parishioners, serving in
the 3rd Monmouthshire Regiment, were
killed during the second battle of Ypres.
The service was organised by choir
member, Jessica Gibbons and was attended
by the descendants of a number of local
men who fell during the battle, between 2
and 8 May 1915, as well as David Davies
MP, Nick Ramsay AM and members of
Llantilio Pertholey Community Council.
Members of the Church knitted and
crocheted 683 poppies, which were on
display in the Church. Letters, details of
some of the men involved and the poems
‘In Flanders Fields’ by John McCrae, which
was written on 3 May 1915, during the
battle, and ‘Attack’ by Siegfried Sassoon
were read out by members of the
congregation.

The Holywell Community, Abergavenny, is pleased to
announce that it will have four Lay Members from
September.
The Prior, Canon Mark Soady has selected Michael Topple
from Colchester and Adrian Price from Hertfordshire to join
Sam Paterson and Amy Pope; to work alongside him and
the Sub Prior, Deacon Sarah Gillard.
Michael & Adrian will be Commissioned by Bishop Richard,
at a service in the Priory Church on 4 September.
St Thomas a Becket, Shirenewton
held a Flower Festival to coincide
with the ‘Gwent and the Great War
exhibition’ touring to the Church.
Stories from the Great War inspired
floral arrangements, and hundreds of
pounds were raised for ’Help for
Heroes’.

St Oswald’s, Sebastopol began the celebration of its
centenary on Mothering Sunday, with Bishop Richard
making his first visit. As well as celebrating Eucharist, he
blessed a new portable altar, votive stand and altar frontal,
designed and created by members of the Parish of
Griffithstown.
Young people took a major
part in the vibrant service, by
reading the lesson, leading
prayers and singing a song
written especially for the
occasion.

People and Places

Children at Archbishop Rowan
Williams
Primary
School,
Portskewett enjoyed a range of
activities to help them learn
about Fairtrade.

Christ Church, Ebbw Vale
celebrated the baptism of
four people in March.
Pictured are the candidates:
Byron, Rosemonde, Rachel,
Maya along with Father
Geoff and their sponsors
Angela and Helen. The girls
made cakes, which were
enjoyed following the
service.
Rebecca Stevens, Curate of
Bedwas, Rudry and Machen,
along with friends Rachel and
Emma, walked the entire 55miles of the Taff Trail from
Brecon to Cardiff to raise £1400
for Rape Crisis England and
Wales.

A special Eucharist and
luncheon, attended by Bishop
Richard, was held at Holy
Trinity, Christchurch
on 7
April, marking the ‘diamond’
anniversary of the consecration
of the new Church on Maundy
Thursday 1955.
Creativity was in abundance at
St.
Mary’s
Priory,
Abergavenny during the run
up to Easter, as families joined
the Holywell Community and
volunteers for an Easter Crafts
morning. Over 45 children
attended, making a whole
array of Easter crafts.

On Palm Sunday, members of the congregation of St Mary’s,
Malpas took a walk of witness, re-enacting the entry into Jerusalem
taken by Jesus on the first Palm Sunday. Parishioners were joined
by donkeys, Angel, Cheeky and Woody, kindly loaned by Sally
Partridge and Greenmeadow Farm. We are fairly sure the original
triumphal entry did not require waterproofs and umbrellas, but
unfortunately the Welsh weather prevailed on the day. It didn’t
dampen the spirits of the walkers, though.
Congratulations to Paul and Anita
Latham of St James’ in Tredegar
on their Golden Wedding
Anniversary.
They asked for
donations to charity, in lieu of
gifts, and as a result donated over
£300 to the PDSA.

What’s On
Procession and Festival Eucharist,
celebrating the feast of Corpus
Christi
Thurs 4 June, 12pm
St Teilo’s Church, Llantilio Pertholey

Fleur de Lis Flower Festival
Fri 19 & Sat 20 June, Fri 11am-5pm,
Sat 10am-4pm.
Fleur de Lis Miners’ Institute
Followed by a Songs of Praise and
Thanksgiving Service in the Institute
on Sun 21 June at 3pm.

Walking With Mary
Wed 10 June, 7pm
St Michael’s, Abertillery
Summer Festival Weekend
Join Bishop Richard as he continues Fri 19 – Sun 21 June
on our year Walking With Mary.
St David’s Church, Llanddewi Skirrid
Weekend of concerts, walks and
Treasurers’ Breakfast
talks. Please call Marjorie Bennett on
Sat 13 June, 9am-1pm
01873 852744 for details.
St Hilda’s Church Hall, Griffithstown
Hosted by Sharon Smith, Diocesan Midsummer Concert
Accountant, this is a chance to learn Sat 20 June, 3pm
more about the new ‘Ministry Share’ St George’s, Tredegar
and take part in building a ‘toolkit’ for Enjoy an afternoon of music, with the
Treasurers.
de-Gruchy-Lambert family. Followed
by a cream tea in the vicarage
garden. Tickets £5 per person.

Walking With Mary
Wed 1 July, 7pm
St Mary’s, Abergavenny
Join Bishop Richard as he continues
on our year Walking With Mary.
‘Spiritual Healing and the Creative
Process’
Fri 17 – Sat 18 July, 10am-4pm (Fri);
10am-2pm (Sat).
St Woolos Cathedral, Newport
Book Launch and Exhibition by Revd
Celia Jones
Flower Festival
Fri 17 – Sun 19 July
Priory Church of St Mary, Monmouth
Celebrating Henry V and Agincourt
600. Fri & Sat 10am-4pm, Sun
11.30am-4pm.

Newsletter Review
We are about to undertake a review of the newsletter, to find out what you think and what you would
like to see in future editions. If you would like to take part in the research, please email
kathrynstowers@churchinwales.org.uk or call 01633 267490.

Gazette

The Diocesan Newsletter

Appointments
Kathryn Stowers, Diocesan Communications Officer (27
April)

This newsletter aims to celebrate, share and encourage
our life as people of God in this Diocese, and the editor
welcomes your news, views, notices and letters.
NEXT ISSUE
Copy date: 29 June
Publication: 23 July
Editor:
Kathryn Stowers,
Diocesan Communications Officer.
Email:
kathrynstowers@churchinwales.org.uk
Post:
Diocesan Office, 64 Caerau Road,
Newport. NP20 4HJ.
Photos need to be either .jpg format or professional
quality prints. Photos of children must have parental
permission for publication. Please confirm this in
writing, when submitting photos.
This newsletter costs just 12p per copy to produce and
distribute. To update your free parish order, please
contact Carol Norman at the Diocesan Office.
Email:
carolnorman@churchinwales.org.uk
Tel:
01633 267490

Revd Robert Lindsay, from Team Vicar, Bassaleg; to be
Priest in Charge, Rhymney and Pontlottyn.
Resignations
Canon Stephen James, Diocesan Director of Education
(end of summer term)
Confirmations
31 May
Llantilio Pertholey
24 June
St John Baptist
12 July
Caerwent
26 July
Govilon
6 Sept
Grosmont
13 Sept
Bassaleg
20 Sept
St Mellons
18 Oct
Ss Julius and Aaron
22 Nov
Caldicot

http://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk

Monmouthdiocese

@MonmouthDCO

